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Complaint 
 

JoAnna M. Esty (State Bar No. 147903) 
Majesty Law Group PLC 
6080 Center Drive 
6th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90045  
jmesty@majestylaw.com 
 
Telephone: (310) 376-2512 
Facsimile: (888) 618-0360 

Attorneys for Plaintiff City of Inglewood. 
 

 

 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 

CITY OF INGLEWOOD, a public 
entity   

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

JOSEPH TEIXEIRA and Does 1-10, 

                         Defendants. 

       Case No.  

COMPLAINT FOR COPYRIGHT 
INFRINGEMENT 
 

   
 
JURY DEMAND 

  
 
Plaintiff City of Inglewood (“City”) brings this Complaint against 

Defendant Joseph Teixeira (“Teixeira”) and Does 1–10 and upon personal 

information as City’s own activities and upon information and belief as to the 

activities of others, as follows: 
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I. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. Plaintiff brings this Complaint for copyright infringement against the 

Defendant Teixeira under the copyright laws of the United States, 17 U.S.C. § 101 

et seq. requesting actual damages stemming from Defendant’s unauthorized 

exploitation of the City’s copyrighted videos (the “Copyrighted Works”) on the 

Defendant’s website and other websites. 

2. Without Plaintiff’s authorization, Defendant has copied and distributed 

no less than five (5) of Plaintiff’s copyrighted works by making derivative works 

and posting copies of the derivative works on the Internet. 

3. As a result of the Defendant’s misconduct, the City has suffered, and 

will continue to suffer, irreparable harm and damages. 

4. The Plaintiff files this lawsuit to recover its damage and to enjoin the 

Defendant from further unlawful conduct.  

II. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 

28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a) and 17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. 

6. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Teixeira because Teixeira 

resides in this District and the acts complained of occurred in this District. 
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7. Venue is proper in this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(1) 

and 1391(c)(1) because this is a judicial district in which Teixeira resides and in 

which it is subject to the Court’s personal jurisdiction 

8. Venue is also proper in this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(a) 

because this is a civil action arising under an Act of Congress relating to 

copyrights.  

III. 

PARTIES 

9. Plaintiff, the City of Inglewood, is a public entity located in southern 

California. Plaintiff is a municipality incorporated under the laws of the State of 

California. 

10.   The Plaintiff is the owner of all exclusive and substantial rights and 

privileges in the Copyrighted Works.  

11. The Defendant Teixeira resides at 9321 S. 2nd Avenue, Inglewood, CA 

90305.  He is trading as Inglewoodwatchdog.wix.com and is also known as Dehol 

Trouth. 

12. The City is unaware of the true names and capacities of the defendants 

identified as Does 1–10, and therefore sues those defendants under fictitious names. 

Plaintiff will amend this Complaint to allege their true names and capacities when 

ascertained. Each of the fictitiously named defendants is responsible for the 

creation, publication, distribution, and display of the Defendant’s infringing 
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materials. These fictitiously named defendants, along with Teixeira, are referred to 

collectively as “Defendants 

IV. 

COUNT 1 

COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT 

13. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations made in paragraphs 1 

through 40 as if fully set forth herein 

14. Plaintiff is, and at all relevant times have been, the copyright owner of 

exclusive rights under United States copyright with respect to certain copyrighted 

video recordings – the Copyrighted Works, including but not limited to the 

copyrighted video recordings identified in Exhibit A attached hereto and made a 

part hereof by reference.  Each of which is the subject of a valid application for a 

Certificate of Copyright Registration to be issued by the Register of Copyrights.  

True and correct copies of the applications for registration of the Works are 

attached as Exhibit A and are incorporated herein by reference. 

15. Among the exclusive rights granted to the Plaintiff under the 

Copyright Act are the exclusive rights to reproduce the Copyrighted Works and to 

distribute the Copyrighted Works to the public.  

16. Plaintiff in statutory compliance with California law and permits the 

unfettered viewing of the Copyrighted Works when requested by one of its citizens.  

Plaintiff also sells copies of the Copyrighted Works to its citizens. 
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17. Plaintiff is informed and believes that Defendant, without the 

permission or consent of Plaintiff, has made derivative works of the Copyrighted 

Works by reproducing the Copyrighted Works in substantial part.  The derivative 

works have no critical bearing on the substance or style of the original composition.  

The derivative works (“Infringing Copies”) merely use the Copyrighted Works to 

get attention, generate income, and avoid having to create Defendant’s own 

legitimate videos.     

18. Defendant has used and continues to use, online media distribution to 

distribute the Infringing Copies to the public, and/or to make the Infringing Copies 

available for distribution to others.  In doing so, Defendant has violated Plaintiff’s 

exclusive rights of reproduction and distribution.  

19. Defendant’s actions constitute infringement of Plaintiff’s copyrights 

and exclusive rights under copyright. A list of files (Infringing Copies) that 

Defendant has made available for distribution to the public include, but are not 

limited to, the following: 

 
7/20/2010 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UyCqRiZXRH8 
7/20/2010 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZruE0a1UF8g 
5/22/2012 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUUZdTNe7CA 
4/11/2013 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5VQZrW7BVY 
4/23/2013 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZKTiutCjdI 
2/11/2014 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1p3l0OmhGM 
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20. Plaintiff is informed and believes that the foregoing acts of 

infringement have been willful and intentional, in disregard of and with 

indifference to the rights of Plaintiff. As a result of Defendant’s infringement of 

Plaintiff’s copyrights and exclusive rights under copyright, the Plaintiff is entitled 

to damages for Defendant’s infringement of each of the Copyrighted Works.  

21. Plaintiff further is entitled to their attorneys’ fees and costs pursuant to 

17 U.S.C. § 505.  

22. The conduct of Defendant is causing and, unless enjoined and 

restrained by this Court, will continue to cause Plaintiff great and irreparable injury 

that cannot fully be compensated or measured in money. 

23. Defendant’s copyright infringement of the Copyrighted Works will 

continue to damage the City, causing irreparable harm for which there is no 

adequate remedy at law, unless it is enjoined by this Court.  Pursuant to 17 U.S.C. 

§§ 502 and 503, Plaintiff is entitled to injunctive relief prohibiting Defendant from 

further infringing Plaintiff’s copyrights, and ordering Defendant to destroy all 

Infringing Copies made in violation of Plaintiff’s exclusive rights. 

V. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays the Court for the following relief: 

A. Temporary and permanent injunctive relief enjoining future 
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EXHIBIT A 
TITLE OF WORK TYPE OF WORK  APPLICATION NO. 

 
1.  City of Inglewood Movie/Performing Arts       1-2114118958 
 Council Meeting, 

8/30/2011 
 

2.  City of Inglewood Movie/Performing Arts       1-2114119008 
 Council Meeting, 

9/13/2011 
 

3.  City of Inglewood Movie/Performing Arts       1-2114119030 
 Council Meeting, 

4/17/2012 
 

4.  City of Inglewood Movie/Performing Arts       1-2114118980 
 Council Meeting, 

5/22/2012 
 

5.  City of Inglewood Movie/Performing Arts       1-2114119052 
 Council Meeting, 

4/23/2013 
 

6.  City of Inglewood Movie/Performing Arts       1-2114119074 
 Council Meeting, 

6/18/2013 
 

7.  City of Inglewood Movie/Performing Arts       1-2114118928 
 Council Meeting, 

8/27/2013 
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