
Timeline	

(Note	the	paragraph	citations	are	to	the	Wolfe	indictment;	other	sources	are	cited	in	footnotes.		
Key	dates	are	bolded.		We	quote	verbatim	from	the	indictment,	and	no	allegation	is	presented	
as	fact.)	

May	1987:		James	A.	Wolfe	begins	serving	as	the	security	director	for	the	United	States	Senate	
Select	Committee	on	Intelligence	(“SSCI”).		SSCI	operates	in	a	secure	facility	in	the	Hart	Senate	
Office	Building,	and	the	security	director	is	responsible	for	administering	the	committee’s	
physical	and	electronic	security	procedures.		He	is	supervised	by	the	committee’s	top	two	
officials,	the	staff	director	and	minority	staff	director.1		(¶	1.)		

December	2013:		The	indictment	claims	Wolfe	and	Watkins	begin	a	personal	relationship.		(¶	
14.)2	

Mid-2014:		Watkins	begins	work	as	a	national	security	reporter,	starting	as	an	intern	at	
McClatchy.3		While	there,	she	is	part	of	a	team	that	is	a	finalist	for	a	Pulitzer	for	reporting	on	
SSCI’s	production	of	a	report	on	CIA	torture	following	the	9/11	attacks.4			

October	2014:		Watkins	joins	the	Huffington	Post	as	a	national	security	reporter.	

November	2015:		Watkins	begins	work	for	Buzzfeed	as	a	national	security	reporter.		

December	2015:		According	to	the	indictment,	Wolfe	begins	communicating	with	“Reporter	
#1,”	who	wrote	a	story	along	with	two	other	reporters	about	a	“MALE-1,”	which	included	
classified	information	that	had	been	provided	to	SSCI.		We	do	not	know	the	identities	of	
Reporters	#1,	#3	and	#4,	who	feature	in	the	indictment.		Reporter	#2	in	the	indictment	is	
Watkins.	

March	17,	2017:		The	executive	branch	gives	SSCI	a	classified	document	concerning	the	identity	
and	activities	of	the	same	“MALE-1.”		Wolfe	receives	the	document.		(¶¶	17,	18.)		That	same	
evening	Wolfe	exchanges	82	text	messages	with	Watkins	and	they	speak	for	28	minutes	on	the	
phone.		(¶	19.)					

April	3,	2017:		Buzzfeed	publishes	an	article	under	Watkins’s	byline	with	details	about	Carter	
Page’s	contacts	with	Russian	intelligence.5		The	article	reports	that	the	“MALE-1”	referenced	in	
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a	transcript	of	a	conversation	between	suspected	Russian	foreign	intelligence	agents	in	2013	is	
Carter	Page.		The	agents	are	discussing	plans	to	recruit	MALE-1.		With	respect	to	the	article,	the	
indictment	states	that	a	“news	organization	published	an	online	article,	under	Reporter	#2’s	
byline,	that	revealed	the	identity	of	MALE-1.”		(¶	20.)		Around	the	time	the	article	is	posted,	
Wolfe	and	Watkins	exchange	124	electronic	communications.		Twenty	minutes	after	the	article	
is	published,	they	also	speak	on	the	phone	for	seven	minutes.		An	hour	and	a	half	after	Watkins	
appears	on	television	to	discuss	the	article,	they	speak	for	another	15	minutes		(¶	20.a.-c.)	

May	2017:		Watkins	begins	work	for	Politico.	

June	1,	2017:		A	Customs	and	Border	Protection	(“CBP”)	agent	named	Jeffrey	A.	Rambo	
contacts	Watkins.6		He	says	he	works	for	the	government	and	that	he	needs	to	talk	to	her	
immediately,	but	declines	to	give	his	name.7		Rambo	and	Watkins	meet	in	a	restaurant	where	
he	questions	Watkins	about	her	sources	for	a	story	she	bylined	that	day	in	Politico	on	an	
escalation	of	Russian	espionage	activity	in	the	United	States.8		He	reportedly	states	that	the	
government	is	interested	in	cracking	down	on	leaks.9			

Rambo	then	presents	Watkins	with	accurate	dates	and	destinations	for	overseas	trips	Watkins	
had	taken	with	Wolfe.10		As	a	CBP	agent,	Rambo	would	have	had	access	to	the	CBP	database	
that	tracks	international	airline	passenger	manifests.11		During	the	meeting,	Rambo	says	that	it	
would	“turn	your	world	upside	down”	if	the	information	about	Wolfe	were	reported	in	the	
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Washington	Post,	which	Watkins	took	as	a	threat.	12		Reportedly,	Rambo	did	not	identify	himself	
at	the	meeting;	Watkins	went	back	to	the	restaurant	to	get	the	bill,	which	had	his	name	on	it.13	

June	2,	2017:		Prompted	by	the	Rambo	meeting,	Watkins	informs	Politico,	her	then-employer,	
of	the	meeting	and	her	relationship	with	Wolfe.		At	some	point	after	June	2,	Watkins	tells	Wolfe	
about	the	Rambo	meeting.	

August	2017:		Watkins	tells	friends	her	relationship	with	Wolfe	has	ended.		According	to	the	
New	York	Times,	Wolfe	had	been	“spooked	by	her	meeting	with	Mr.	Rambo,	and	was	refusing	
to	disclose	their	relationship	to	his	own	employers	in	the	Senate.”14				

September	2017:		Wolfe	begins	communicating	with	Reporter	#3	via	Signal,	text	message	and	
phone.		The	communication	continues	until	December	2017.		(¶	23.)		We	do	not	know	Reporter	
#3’s	identity.	

October	2017:		Wolfe	begins	communicating	with	Reporter	#4	using	Signal,	text	and	phone.		At	
some	point	in	October—the	indictment	does	not	specify—Wolfe	messages	Reporter	#4,	
offering	to	act	as	an	anonymous	source.		Wolfe	tells	Reporter	#4	to	never	use	his	name	around	
any	of	Reporter	#4’s	colleagues	or	“other	news	related	colleagues.”		(¶	30.)		Again,	we	do	not	
know	Reporter	#4’s	identity.	

October	16,	2017:		Wolfe	messages	Reporter	#3	on	Signal	that	Wolfe	(presumably	himself)	had	
served	Carter	Page	with	a	subpoena	to	appear	before	SSCI.		(¶	24.)	

October	17,	2017:		Reporter	#3	asks	Wolfe	over	Signal	for	Carter	Page’s	contact	information,	
which	Wolfe	provides.		Later,	Reporter	#3	writes	a	story	reporting	that	Page	has	been	
subpoenaed.		Wolfe	then	congratulates	Reporter	#3	over	Signal,	saying	“Good	job!”	and	“I’m	
glad	you	got	the	scoop.”		Reporter	#3	writes	back,	using	Signal,	thanking	Wolfe	and	saying	
“[MALE-1}	isn’t	pleased,	but	wouldn’t	deny	that	the	subpoena	was	served.”		(¶	25.)		

October	18,	2017:		Page	complains	to	SSCI	about	Reporter	#3’s	story	of	the	previous	day.		(¶	
26.)			

October	24,	2017:		At	7:00	am,	Wolfe,	again	over	Signal,	tells	Reporter	#3	that	Page	would	
testify	in	closed	hearings	before	SSCI	that	week.		Three	hours	later,	at	9:58	am,	Reporter	#3	
emails	Page	asking	him	to	confirm	that	he	would	be	“paying	a	visit	to	Senate	Intelligence	
staffers	this	week.”		About	12	hours	later,	at	9:24	pm,	Page	forwards	the	email	and	complains	
to	the	committee	about	the	disclosure.		(¶	27.)		It	is	unclear	from	the	indictment	if	Reporter	#3	
wrote	a	story	based	on	the	alleged	tip.	
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October	30,	2017:		Agents	meet	with	Wolfe	and	inform	him	they	are	investigating	the	
unauthorized	disclosure	of	classified	information	that	had	been	provided	by	the	executive	
branch	to	SSCI.		(¶	5.)		This	is	the	first	FBI	meeting	with	Wolfe	identified	in	the	indictment.			

December	14,	2017:		FBI	agents	approach	Watkins	and	“assert[]	to	her	that	Mr.	Wolfe	had	
provided	her	with	information.”15		She	reportedly	does	not	answer	their	questions.16		This	is	
after	she	has	been	hired	but	four	days	before	she	begins	work	at	the	New	York	Times.		Watkins	
has	consistently	denied	that	Wolfe	was	a	source	while	she	was	covering	SSCI.17	

December	15,	2017:		FBI	agents	interview	Wolfe,	which	forms	the	basis	for	the	three	charges	in	
the	indictment.		Count	one	alleges	false	statements	about	contacts	with	Reporters	##	1,	3	and	
4.		Count	two	alleges	false	statements	about	contacts	with,	and	disclosures	of	information	to,	
Reporter	#2	(Ali	Watkins).		And	count	three	alleges	false	statements	about	contacts	with	
Reporter	#3	(who	wrote	the	story	about	the	SSCI	subpoena	to	Carter	Page).			

The	interview,	according	to	the	indictment,	is	non-custodial	and	voluntary.		(¶	6.)		Wolfe	fills	
out	a	questionnaire	where	he	denies	having	“official”	or	“professional”	contact	with	any	
reporters.		(¶¶	6.e.f.,	31.)		He	does	answer	“yes”	to	the	question:		“Besides	[Reporters	##	1,	3	
and	4],	do	you	currently	have	or	had	any	contact	with	any	other	reporters	(professional,	official,	
personal)?”		(¶	6.e.)	

He	specifically	denies	having	contact	with	Reporter	#1,	after	agents	show	him	an	article	about	
“MALE-1.”		(¶	6.c.)		The	indictment	claims	that,	after	filling	out	the	questionnaire,	Wolfe	admits	
to	lying	about	knowing	“Reporter	#2,”	Ali	Watkins,	after	being	confronted	with	“pictures	
showing”	them	together.		(¶	8.)			He	admits	to	having	a	personal	relationship	with	Watkins	since	
2014	but	denies	ever	having	disclosed	to	Watkins	“classified	information	or	information	that	he	
learned	as	Director	of	Security	for	the	SSCI	that	was	not	otherwise	publicly	available”	or	“news	
leads,	intelligence,	or	information	about	non-public	SSCI	matters.”		(¶	8.)	

Before	this	interview	but	in	December	2017,	the	indictment	states	that	Wolfe	sent	Watkins	a	
text	message	reading,	in	part,	“I	always	tried	to	give	you	as	much	information	that	I	could	and	
to	do	the	right	thing	with	it	so	you	could	get	that	scoop	before	anyone	else	.	.	.	.”		(¶	21.)	

December	18,	2017:		Watkins	begins	work	for	the	New	York	Times.18	

December	2017:		Wolfe	leaves	SSCI.		(¶	1.)			
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February	13,	2018:		Watkins	receives	a	letter	from	the	United	States	Attorney’s	Office	for	the	
District	of	Columbia	informing	her	that	the	Justice	Department	has	received	certain	records	
“pursuant	to	legal	process.”19		The	letter	cites	the	Justice	Department’s	internal	guidelines	on	
issuing	legal	process	to	members	of	the	news	media,	28	C.F.R.	§	50.10.		On	advice	of	her	
personal	counsel,	Watkins	does	not	tell	the	New	York	Times	about	the	notification	letter.20	

The	letter	says	the	government	demanded	two	categories	of	records.		First,	it	sought	customer	
records,	business	records,	and	subscriber	account	information	about	a	Google	ID,	a	phone	
number,	a	Gmail	address	and	another	email	address,	all	from	the	inception	of	the	account	to	
November	2017.		Second,	it	sought	non-content	data	under	a	(d)	order	(named	for	the	relevant	
section	of	the	U.S.	Code,	18	U.S.C.	§	2703(d))	for	a	phone	number—unclear	whether	it	is	the	
same	one	as	in	the	first	request—from	Feb.	1,	2017	to	July	31,	2017.21		The	(d)	order	could	have	
been	used	to	demand	location	information	from	Watkins’s	mobile	phone	records.			

May	2018:		Wolfe	formally	retires	from	SSCI.22			

June	6,	2018:		SSCI	announces	that	it	is	cooperating	with	the	Justice	Department	“in	a	pending	
investigation.”		Earlier	in	June,	SSCI	unanimously	passed	a	resolution	to	share	information	with	
the	Justice	Department	in	a	pending	investigation	into	“the	unauthorized	disclosure	of	
information”	(note	that	the	resolution	does	not	say	“classified”	information).23				

June	7,	2018:		The	story	breaks.		“As	reporters	were	working	on	an	article	about	Mr.	Wolfe’s	
impending	arrest,”	editors	at	the	New	York	Times	learn	that	Watkins	received	a	letter	in	
February	from	the	U.S.	attorney’s	office	in	D.C.	notifying	her	of	the	records	seizure.24		Wolfe	is	
indicted	and	arrested	at	his	home	in	Ellicott	City,	MD.		The	case	is	assigned	to	Judge	Ketanji	
Brown	Jackson	of	the	United	States	District	Court	for	the	District	of	Columbia.	

June	8,	2018:		President	Trump	comments	on	the	case.		He	calls	Wolfe	a	“very	important	
leaker”	and	says	that	the	arrest	could	be	a	“terrific	thing.”		“I’m	a	big,	big	believer	in	freedom	of	
the	press,”	President	Trump	says.		“But	I’m	also	a	believer	in	classified	information.		It	has	to	
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remain	classified.”25		As	noted	above,	the	indictment	does	not	allege	that	Wolfe	disclosed	
classified	information.		

June	13,	2018:		Wolfe	appears	in	court	and	pleads	not	guilty.	

June	19,	2018:			Judge	Jackson	holds	a	status	conference.		Prosecutors	state	that	they	are	not	
seeking	to	subpoena	attorneys,	SSCI	aides	or	reporters.		Defense	counsel	asks	for	a	gag	
prohibiting	federal	officials,	including	possibly	the	president,	from	making	remarks	that	could	
prejudice	Wolfe’s	case.26		

July	9,	2018:		The	parties	appear	again	before	Judge	Jackson,	who	orders	briefing	on	the	gag	
order.27	

July	12,	2018:		The	New	York	Times	reports	that	the	CBP	agent	who	approached	Watkins	in	June	
2017,	Jeffrey	Rambo,	is	under	investigation	for	misuse	of	government	computers.28		According	
to	the	article,	at	the	time	he	approached	Watkins,	Rambo	was	assigned	to	the	National	
Targeting	Center,	a	CBP	facility	in	Sterling,	Virginia,	which	administers	sensitive	databases	that	
are	used	to	screen	travelers	and	cargo	entering	the	country.29	

July	26,	2018:		Judge	Jackson	denies	the	proposed	gag	order,	finding	that	Wolfe	had	not	shown	
an	imminent	danger	to	his	fair	trial	rights,	and	orders	another	hearing	on	August	23.30	
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