
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

CHARLOTTE DIVISION 
CASE NO.:  3-15-cr-00047-RJC-DCK-1 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
      
       v. 
   
DAVID HOWELL PETRAEUS 
____________________________________

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 

 
GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO FURTHER MOTION TO  

UNSEAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 

NOW COMES the United States of America, by and through Jill Westmoreland Rose, 

Acting United States Attorney for the Western District of North Carolina, James P. Melendres, 

Trial Attorney, National Security Division, and Richard S. Scott, Trial Attorney, National 

Security Division, who file this response to the Further Motion of the Reporters Committee for 

Freedom of the Press, The Associated Press, Bloomberg L.P., The Charlotte Observers 

Publishing Company, Dow Jones & Company, Inc., First Look Media, Inc., National Public 

Radio, Inc., The New York Times Company, and the Washington Post to Unseal the Statement of 

Reasons (“The News Media Intervenors’ Further Motion to Unseal the Statement of Reasons”).  

[Doc. 27]  

On April 23, 2015, Defendant David Howell Petraeus (“Defendant Petraeus”) pled guilty 

to the unauthorized removal and retention of classified materials, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 

1924.  [Doc. 24]  Immediately thereafter, the Court sentenced Defendant Petraeus to a two-year 

term of probation and imposed a $100,000 fine.  [Doc. 24]  Six days later, on April 29, 2015, the 

Court filed the Statement of Reasons under seal.  [Doc. 25]  The Statement of Reason describes 
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the basis for the Court’s sentence and includes certain personal identifying information about 

Defendant Petraeus. 

Based on the authorities cited by the News Media Intervenors, the United States does not 

oppose the unsealing of the Statement of Reasons.  See, e.g., Company Doe v. Pub. Citizen, 749 

F.3d 246, 267-68 (4th Cir. 2014); Va Dep’t of State Police v. Wash. Post, 386 F.3d 567, 575 (4th 

Cir. 2004); In re Time Inc., 182 F.3d 270, 271 (4th Cir. 1999) (citing In re Washington Post Co., 

807 F.2d 383, 390 (4th Cir. 1986)).  Further, the United States will defer to Defendant Petraeus’s 

reasonable request regarding proposed redactions of personal identifying information contained 

in the Statement of Reasons.   

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, the United States does not oppose the unsealing of the 

Statement of Reasons or a reasonable request to redact Defendant Petraeus’s personal identifying 

information.   

This the 14th day of May, 2015 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      JILL WESTMORELAND ROSE 
      ACTING UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
 
      s/James P. Melendres 
      JAMES P. MELENDRES 
      Trial Attorney 
      National Security Division  
      600 E Street N.W., 10th Floor 
      Washington, D.C. 20005 
      james.p.melendres@usdoj.gov 
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s/Richard S. Scott 
      RICHARD S. SCOTT 
      Trial Attorney 
      National Security Division  
      600 E Street N.W., 10th Floor 
      Washington, D.C. 20005 
      richard.s.scott@usdoj.gov 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that on this 14th day of May, 2015, the foregoing document was served 
electronically through the CM/ECF filing system on the defendant and his counsel as well as the 
News Media Intervenors and their counsel.  
 
       s/Jill Westmoreland Rose 
       Acting United States Attorney 
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