REPORTERS
COMMITTEE

N S A Y S AR S A R TS
FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

1156 15th St. NW, Suite 1250
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 795-9300

www.rcfp.org

Bruce D. Brown
Executive Director
bbrown@rcfp.org
(202) 795-9301

STEERING COMMITTEE

STEPHEN J. ADLER
Reuters

SCOTT APPLEWHITE
The Associated Press

WOLF BLITZER

DAVID BOARDMAN
Temple University
CHIP BOK

Creators Syndicate
MANNY GARCIA
USA TODAY NETWORK
ALEX GIBNEY
Jigsaw Productions
SUSAN GOLDBERG
National Geographic
JAMES GRIMALDI
The Wall Street Journal

LAURA HANDMAN
Davis Wright Tremaine

JOHN C. HENRY
Freelance

KAREN KAISER
The Associated Press
DAVID LAUTER
Los Angeles Times

DAHLIA LITHWICK
Slate

MARGARET LOW
The Atlantic

TONY MAURO
National Law Journal
JANE MAYER

The New Yorker
ANDREA MITCHELL
NBC News

MAGGIE MULVIHILL
Boston University
JAMES NEFF
Philadelphia Media Network

CAROL ROSENBERG
The Miami Herald

THOMAS C. RUBIN
Quinn Emanuel

CHARLIE SAVAGE
The New York Times
BEN SMITH
BuzzFeed
JENNIFER SONDAG
Bloomberg News
PIERRE THOMAS
ABC News
SAUNDRA TORRY
USA TODAY
JUDY WOODRUFF
PBS/The NewsHour
Senior Advisor:

PAUL STEIGER
ProPublica

Alffiliations appear only
for purposes of identification.

December 18,2017

The Hon. Martha Christian
Dawson County Judges Office
25 Justice Way, Suite 4202
Dawsonville, GA 30534

Re: State v. Tisdale
Dear Judge Christian:

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press writes this letter in
support of Nydia Tisdale, a journalist who was arrested while filming a
political rally in 2014 and convicted of obstructing an officer on December 4,
2017. The Reporters Committee is a national association of reporters and
editors that defends the First Amendment freedoms and newsgathering rights
of journalists. Since 1970, we have worked with reporters across the country
who, like Tisdale, faced arrest for their work.

We write because we are deeply troubled that a journalist would face
jail time stemming from her newsgathering activities, and we ask you to
consider Ms. Tisdale’s important work in informing the public and impose
the most lenient sentence possible.

Journalists seek to inform citizens about their community, their
government and their elected officials, and they function as surrogates for the
public within the political process by monitoring public officials and
candidates for public office. That is exactly what Tisdale does. Her work
filming city council meetings, government press conferences, and other
community events has undoubtedly helped numerous residents learn about
the activities of their government. Her camera serves as their eyes and ears at
public proceedings they may not be able to attend themselves. Indeed, for
this reason, she was honored for her work with the Georgia First Amendment
Foundation’s “Open Government Hero Award” in 2015.

Tisdale performs this public service while engaging in a
constitutionally protected activity. Democratic societies depend on an
informed electorate, and this country has long recognized a tradition of
openness in the political process. The citizens of Georgia have a right to
know what is happening at public campaign events, and a free, unrestrained
news media is essential to that process. That a journalist was removed from a
public event by a police officer, arrested, and charged based on her presence
at the event, is contrary to the very idea of open government and a free press.

We understand from news reports that the officer involved believed
Tisdale did not have permission or the right to film. Even if that were true,



the situation should have never escalated to the point of arrest. We recognize that
reporters cannot violate generally applicable laws—and at the Reporters Committee, we
train reporters to understand their legal rights—but the circumstances of this case indicate
that leniency in Ms. Tisdale’s sentence would be appropriate.

We ask that in weighing your sentencing decision in this case, you consider that
Ms. Tisdale was engaged in newsgathering at the time of her arrest. Further, Ms.
Tisdale’s activities created no threat to public safety. Rather, she performs a valuable
public service for the residents of surrounding communities, as well as all of Georgia.
We ask that you credit Tisdale for her time served and otherwise impose no jail time.

If Tisdale serves jail time or is fined because she recognized and spoke up for her
right to cover the news, it would set a very dangerous precedent. A harsh penalty for Ms.
Tisdale will chill the newsgathering activities of reporters throughout Georgia, to the
detriment of the public and our democratic process.

Respectfully,

B D Bamum [

Bruce D. Brown



