
 

 
1156 15th St. NW, Suite 1020 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

(202) 795-9300 

www.rcfp.org 

Bruce D. Brown 

Executive Director 

bbrown@rcfp.org    

(202) 795-9301 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

STEPHEN J. ADLER 

Reuters 

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE 

The Associated Press 

WOLF BLITZER 

CNN 

DAVID BOARDMAN 

Temple University 

THEODORE J. BOUTROUS, JR. 

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 

MASSIMO CALABRESI 

Time Magazine 

MANNY GARCIA 

Pro Publica 

EMILIO GARCIA-RUIZ 

The Washington Post 

JOSH GERSTEIN 

POLITICO 

ALEX GIBNEY 

Jigsaw Productions 

SUSAN GOLDBERG 

National Geographic 

JAMES GRIMALDI 

The Wall Street Journal 

LAURA HANDMAN 

Davis Wright Tremaine 

DIEGO IBARGÜEN 

Hearst 

KAREN KAISER 

The Associated Press 

DAVID LAUTER 

Los Angeles Times 

MARGARET LOW 

WBUR 

JANE MAYER 

The New Yorker 

COLLEEN MCCAIN NELSON 

The McClatchy Company 

MAGGIE MULVIHILL 

Boston University 

JAMES NEFF 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 

NORMAN PEARLSTINE 

The Los Angeles Times 

THOMAS C. RUBIN 

Stanford Law School 

CHARLIE SAVAGE 

The New York Times 

JENNIFER SONDAG 

Bloomberg News 

NABIHA SYED 

The Markup 

ADAM SYMSON 

The E.W. Scripps Company 

PIERRE THOMAS 

ABC News 

SAUNDRA TORRY 

Freelance 

VICKIE WALTON-JAMES 

NPR 

JUDY WOODRUFF 

PBS/The NewsHour 

HONORARY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

CHIP BOK 

Creators Syndicate 

TONY MAURO 

American Lawyer Media, ret. 

DAHLIA LITHWICK 

Slate 

ANDREA MITCHELL 
NBC News 

CAROL ROSENBERG 

The New York Times 

PAUL STEIGER 
ProPublica 

Affiliations appear only 

 for purposes of identification. 

 

June 18, 2020  

 

The Honorable Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye 

Judicial Council of California 

455 Golden Gate Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102-3688 

Tani.Cantil@jud.ca.gov 

judicialcouncil@jud.ca.gov 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

Re: Public access to California Superior Courts amid the COVID-19 

pandemic 

 

Dear Chief Justice Cantil-Sakauye: 

 

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press writes in support 

of the letter submitted by the First Amendment Coalition, and California 

affiliates of the American Civil Liberties Union and Public Justice, 

(collectively, the “Coalition”) underscoring the importance of public access 

to judicial proceedings during the COVID-19 pandemic, and recommending 

actions by the Judicial Council to ensure such access during this—and 

future—emergencies.   

 

The Reporters Committee recognizes that many judicial proceedings 

typically held in open court have been conducted remotely or with limited in-

person participants during the pandemic, to protect health and safety.  The 

Reporters Committee joins the Coalition in respectfully requesting that the 

Judicial Council issue guidance for courts on how best to provide public 

access to their proceedings during emergencies like the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The guidance recommended by the Coalition will help ensure that the press 

and public can observe California Superior Court proceedings that the First 

Amendment requires be open to the public. 

 

The Supreme Court of the United States has repeatedly recognized the 

essential role the news media plays in creating the informed citizenry 

necessary to a healthy democracy.  See, e.g., Minneapolis Star & Tribune Co. 

v. Minn. Comm’r of Revenue, 460 U.S. 575, 585 (1983).  Court access, in 

particular, is important for journalists, who act as “surrogates for the public” 

when they attend and report on court proceedings.  See Richmond 

Newspapers, Inc. v. Virginia, 448 U.S. 555, 573 (1980).  The Reporters 

Committee agrees with the Coalition that the Judicial Council should take 

steps to ensure that California Superior Courts facilitate journalists’ ability to 

report on judicial proceedings during the pandemic.  See Coalition Letter 3–6. 

 

For these reasons, the Reporters Committee respectfully urges the 

Judicial Council to issue the guidance recommended in the Coalition’s letter, 

which will assist California Superior Courts in ensuring that members of the 



 2 

press and the public can easily exercise their right to attend and observe judicial 

proceedings, even when emergency circumstances require restrictions on physical access 

to courthouses. 

 

Sincerely,  

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press 

 

cc: Martin Horshino  

Administrative Director of the Judicial Council 

martin.hoshino@jud.ca.gov 

 

Shelley Curran 

Criminal Justice Services Director of the Judicial Council 

shelley.curran@jud.ca.gov 

 

Jessica Craven Goldstein 

Senior Analyst, Judicial Council 

jctc@jud.ca.gov 
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Chief Counsel 
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Senior Staff Attorney 
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Jonathan Markovitz 

Staff Attorney 

ACLU Foundation of San Diego/ Imperial County 
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David Snyder 

Executive Director 
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Stephanie Glaberson 

Access to Justice Attorney 

Public Justice 

sglaberson@publicjustice.net 


