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€6 We could not make the impact we have
made without the Reporters Committee.
At a time when press freedom is under attack from all sides,
having the Reporters Committee on our side is a comfort and
an inspiration.” page 16)

- Wendi C. Thomas,
founder of MLK30: Justice Through Journalism
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Since 1970, the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press has protected the right to gather and
report the news; kept the government accountable by ensuring access to public records, meetings,
and courtrooms; and preserved the principles of an unfettered free press, as guaranteed by the First
Amendment. Our pro bono legal services, including representation in litigation, friend-of-the-court
briefs, rapid response legal support, policy analysis, trainings and comprehensive online guides, and
pre-publication review are made possible because you invest in our work.
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This past year has demanded a lot from us all.

In 2019, the Reporters Committee for
Freedom of the Press was preparing to
celebrate our 50th anniversary and launch our
new Local Legal Initiative. We were wrapping
up a successful public campaign and providing
more legal services than ever to reporters
across the country.

In 2020, however, we found ourselves in a
new, uncertain world — one where journalists
were barred from accessing public records and
court proceedings because of the COVID-19
pandemic, and where some were tear-gassed,
arrested, and harassed by police while
covering nationwide protests against systemic
racism and police brutality.

As aresult, we all found ourselves
at risk of losing access to key
information during one of the
most tumultuous years in our
nation’s history.

Thanks to your donations, the Reporters
Committee rose to the challenge and
provided rapid response legal support.

Every day, journalists across the country
face roadblocks to their reporting.

These roadblocks occur at every level of
newsgathering. They range from restrictions
on access to public hearings and records,
to litigation aimed at intimidation, to

\4‘ Bruce D. Brown
Executive Director
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laws prohibiting the disclosure of police
misconduct records. If not addressed, these
and other obstacles prevent journalists from
reporting on consequential issues that deeply
affect Americans’ daily lives.

That's why no matter where or
at what level of government
these legal roadblocks occur, the
Reporters Committee is there to
support journalists.

Our impact over the past year would not have
been possible without the 50 years of work
we've done to build the most comprehensive
nonprofit legal support system for reporters
in the U.S. — or without the donors who have
funded us every step of the way.

When the Reporters Committee was formed
as a part-time organization a half-century
ago, we were a small but powerful voice for
journalists, working on a national scale. As
we've expanded, we've been able to enhance
that support at every level, culminating this
year with the launch of our ambitious Local
Legal Initiative.

We're so proud to have worked beside you in
support of First Amendment rights over the
past 50 years. Here's to 50 more.

Stephen J. Adler

Steering Committee Chairman
Editor-in-Chief, Reuters
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RCFP forms in response to a wave of government subpoenas demanding reporters to
name confidential sources.

RCFP publishes the first issue of the Press Censorship Newsletter, later known as
News Media & The Law.

Jack C. Landau becomes RCFP’s executive director. RCFP moves into an office space
and hires its first staff attorney, Phil Lehman, allowing the organization to increase its
legal support for reporters.

In partnership with the Society of Professional Journalists, RCFP begins handling
Freedom of Information Act requests and establishes a computerized database of
state and federal public records laws.

Jane Kirtley becomes RCFP’s executive director, expanding the organization’s work to
include comprehensive legal guides.

Lucy Dalglish takes over as executive director of RCFP. After the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
RCFP becomes the nation’s leading authority on government efforts to prevent
important information from reaching the public.

Bruce Brown becomes executive director of RCFP. Two years later, he hires Katie
Townsend to build an in-house pro bono litigation team. A period of major staff and
program growth begins at RCFP, including the creation of the Technology and Press
Freedom Project in 2018.

Supported by a generous initial investment by the John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation, RCFP launches the Local Legal Initiative, marking the most significant
expansion in our history.

In the last five decades, the Reporters Committee has played a role in virtually every
press freedom case that has come before the U.S. Supreme Court.

We have become a voice that's respected, a place to call for help, the
recognized source of comment on reporters’ issues.”

— Fred Graham, Co-Founder of the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, speaking in 2004

2019-2020 Annual Report
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YOUR GIETS PAY FOR PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICES FOR JOURNALISTS.
FROM JULY 2019-JUNE 2020, THE IMPACT WAS SIGNIFICANT:

2,000+
37

80
26

380+
19

journalists, lawyers, students trained

active litigation matters as this report
goes to print

friend-of-the-court briefs and letters
submitted

investigative journalism projects
supported by pre-publication review

journalists assisted through RCFP hotline

op-eds published in major news outlets
promoting First Amendment rights

Special thanks to Liza Donnelly for this cartoon created in celebration of our 50th anniversary.

Our work over the past year — to support journalists at every stage of newsgathering, to make
governments across the country more open, and to protect and advance First Amendment rights

— confirms that we are the indispensable press freedom organization in the United States.

2019-2020 Annual Report



As we go to press with this report, the country is reeling from the
COVID-19 pandemic and widespread protests against systemic racism
and police brutality during a highly anticipated election year.

At the Reporters Committee, we know that an independent press, telling the stories that need
telling and free frorm government censorship, has been the engine of social and political

progress in our country and around the world.

Indeed, a free press is a cornerstone of democracy.

With your gift, you stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our lawyers as we support reporters in the
field risking their own safety to keep all of us informed during this exceptional time.

COVID-19 and Journalism

In early 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic
upended daily life in the U.S. and presented
new, unforeseen challenges for reporters
across the country. As local, state, and
federal authorities moved to implement
strict public health measures to slow the
spread of the virus, journalists faced a variety
of obstacles that made it more difficult to
access information.

The Reporters Committee and our staff
quickly jumped into action, providing pro
bono legal support for journalists bringing
you the information you need to stay safe
and informed.

In early March, we published
comprehensive resources to address the
unique legal issues confronting journalists
and news organizations during the
pandemic.

We continue to update these resources,
which promote policies to safeguard the
public’s right to open meetings and public

records, examine the impact of social
distancing and shelter-in-place orders on
journalists’ newsgathering rights, and offer
recommendations to courts for providing
the public access to judicial records and
proceedings when many courthouses are
closed.

The Reporters Committee also
published a journalists” guide to the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act, with analysis examining its impact on
newsgathering during a public health crisis.

Our attorneys are delivering direct pro
bono legal services to reporters pursuing
COVID-19 stories and covering other
important issues within the constraints of
the pandemic. We are responding to a
high volume of calls to our legal hotline
and offering webinars to inform journalists
of their newsgathering rights. A number
of these trainings are made possible
through a generous gift from the Facebook
Journalism Project.

The spread of COVID-19 in spring 2020 led us to cancel our May 2020 Freedom of the Press Awards Dinner, which we had

planned as a celebration of our 50th year. We plan to celebrate our next awards dinner and milestone anniversary in fall 2021.

Photo credit: AP Photo/Gerald Herbert
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Journalists are often targeted for arrests during protests.

The Reporters Committee has historically offered support for journalists covering large political
events, protests, and other demonstrations, including the protest that followed the 2014 police
killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, and the 2017 presidential inauguration.

In 2020, reporters fanned across the country to cover the convulsions that followed the death of

George Floyd at the hands of law enforcement. We were once again called upon to protect their

legal rights.

In response to the needs of journalists covering protests, the Reporters Committee:

Sent letters to officials in Minnesota, New
York, Colorado, and California asking them to
take immediate, concrete steps to end police

arrests and attacks on journalists in their cities.

Our letter to New York City’s mayor and
police commissioner was co-signed by 126
news media and press freedom organizations,
making it the largest coalition of allies in the
Reporters Committee’s 50-year history.

These coalitions demonstrate our ability to
speak on behalf of the industry in a time
of emergency and set up the Reporters
Committee for the next stage of this

work: seeking substantive police reforms

2019-2020 Annual Report

safeguarding journalists’ newsgathering
rights during protests.

Tracked curfew orders imposed across
the U.S. and identified which of them rightly
included exemptions for journalists.

Responded to a surge of urgent questions
from journalists about their legal rights at
protests through our legal hotline.

Connected journalists to our legal
resources, including our Police, Protesters
and the Press Legal Guide and our tip sheet
for covering protests.

yovvvvvyyyyy PROTESTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS & oo
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Unfortunately, these very same news sources
we depend on have suffered economic
hardship and growing legal challenges for
years. Many local newsrooms no longer have
the resources to pay for the legal services that
help bring news to light. Public records request
denials go uncontested, local governments
avoid scrutiny, and the public is left in the dark
about stories important to their communities.

This year, thanks to a generous
initial $10 million investment '
from the John S. and James F
L. Knight Foundation, the k

Reporters Committee launched

the Local Legal Initiative to bring
essential expert legal resources within ready

Today is a big day, because

the fight for government
transparency and freedom of the
press in Pennsylvania is about to

get a big boost.

& & THE LAUNCH OF THE LOCAL LEGAL INITIATVNE o v o o o o o o &

Local news outlets are crucial sources of investigative journalism. They
provide us with news about everything from the conduct of our local
officials to the cleanliness of our drinking water. The importance of local
news has grown even more apparent with the spread of COVID-19, as
local reporting has been a lifeline for those of us seeking information
about testing, local businesses, and infection rates in our own backyards.

reach of the journalists who most need them.

The Local Legal Initiative brings direct legal services
to local newsrooms and journalists.

Through this ambitious expansion, Reporters
Committee attorneys will be based in five
states — Colorado, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, and Tennessee — to help
local journalists and news organizations
defend their rights to gather and report the
news, gain access to public records, open
meetings, and court proceedings, and hold
state and local government agencies and
officials accountable. These attorneys will
work in full collaboration with our team
based in Washington, D.C.

Though often unseen, journalists here fight every day
to obtain documents, data and other records in order
to inform you, the public, about what the government
is doing (or failing to do) and how your tax dollars are
spent. But that work is hard, expensive, and there are a
lot of obstacles.

This new effort by the Reporters Committee ... will add
much-needed legal muscle to ensure the state government properly complies with the
laws that grant access to public records and meetings.”

— Christopher Baxter, Editor-in-Chief of Spotlight PA

8 Local Legal Initiative
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In order to choose the five states in which to launch the Local Legal Initiative, we asked journalists,
news organizations, and other stakeholders around the country to tell us where they see the greatest
need for support. We requested proposals describing the biggest legal challenges reporters face in
their communities, and how direct legal support would enable them to pursue more local stories.

In all, we received 45 proposals representing more than 30 states, territories, and regions
submitted by more than 240 organizations, newsrooms, and individuals. The proposals we received
reflect a widespread need for legal support for local journalism in communities across the country.

WE LEARNED:

Legal resources for affirmative access
work are often the first to be cut from local
newsroom budgets.

There is an increasing culture of secrecy
in local and state governments that shields
data, documents, and other public records,
especially those related to law enforcement.

Journalists are frequently shut out from
public meetings and court proceedings,
making it difficult for them to report on
government entities and the judicial system.

Local journalists, government officials, and
the public need training and education about
the public’s right to access information.

2019-2020 Annual Report
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Local journalists and newsrooms would
feel more confident pursuing investigative
reporting if they had access to an attorney
to review sensitive stories before they are
published and provide defensive support
when reporters are served with subpoenas
or threatened with lawsuits.

We continue to raise funds for this new
initiative. With your support, the Local Legal
Initiative aims to improve the newsgathering
climate by providing direct legal services in
places where we can meet those needs.

While we are initially launching this initiative
in five states, we hope to expand it in

the coming years. The information we've
received throughout this process will help
inform those next steps.
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In early March 2020, our first Local Legal Initiative attorney hit the ground running.
f 9 ; Paul McAdoo is a veteran First Amendment lawyer based in Nashville, Tennessee.

Since our launch in Tennessee, Paul has

been busy. Over the past few months, he has
engaged in outreach efforts, responded to
hotline calls and requests for assistance from
Tennessee journalists, collaborated with the
Tennessee Coalition for Open Government
and its members, and published an op-ed in
USA Today Network newspapers in Tennessee.

He has also filed two lawsuits:

In April 2020, as the COVID-19 crisis set in,
Reporters Committee attorneys filed a lawsuit
on behalf of a coalition of news media and
open government organizations against the
Tennessee Registry of Election Finance for
violating the state’s Open Meetings Act.

The complaint alleges that the Registry secretly
conducted a vote regarding campaign finance
penalties via email, despite provisions in the
law clearly stating that all votes by government
bodies must be public.

Frequently, it takes a lawyer to push back against recalcitrant
governmental entities when they stymie access to records
and proceedings that should be public.

In Tennessee, we both advocate for access for journalists across

the state for their crucial local and statewide reporting and bring
strategic litigation that will help journalists now and in the future
on issues of government transparency.”

— Paul McAdoo, Local Legal Initiative Staff Attorney - Tennessee

In September 2020, the Davidson County
Chancellor ruled in favor of the coalition.

In May 2020, we filed our second lawsuit in
Tennessee, this time in federal court against
the city of Memphis on behalf of Wendi C.
Thomas, the founder, editor, and publisher
of the nonprofit newsroom MLK50: Justice
Through Journalism.

The complaint argues that the city repeatedly
refused to add Thomas to its media advisory
list in retaliation for her coverage of the city
and the mayor, a clear violation of her First
Amendment rights. The media advisory list
is used to notify journalists of newsworthy
events, and, during the COVID-19 lockdown,
to communicate how to join virtual press
conferences held by local officials.

The City later revised its policy regarding
distributing information to the media,
resulting in a dismissal of this case. Paul has
since filed a notice of appeal.

KatieBeth Gardner (Oklahoma), Rachael Johnson (Colorado), Paula Knudsen Burke
(Pennsylvania), Paul McAdoo (Tennessee), and Ellen Osoinach (Oregon) have joined

the Reporters Committee as Local Legal Initiative attorneys.

10
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With the help of our donors, the Reporters Committee’s legal team pursues impact and needs-
based litigation in state and federal courts around the country. As we go to press with this
report, we have 37 active litigation matters currently pending before a trial or appellate court.
Reporters Committee attorneys also filed more than 80 important friend-of-the-court briefs
and letters addressing a wide range of issues that affect the rights of journalists to gather and
report the news.

Supporting journalists” right to White House access

Members of the White House press corps provide
indispensable coverage of the U.S. presidency.
The Trump administration threatened access

to White House grounds when it abruptly
suspended the press credentials of Playboy
White House Correspondent Brian Karem

in August 2019 following a verbal dispute
between the journalist and former Trump adviser
Sebastian Gorka in the Rose Garden. The
Reporters Committee and a coalition of 44 news
media organizations filed a friend-of-the-court
brief urging the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit to restore Karem's
credentials, arguing that the U.S. Constitution
requires that the White House provide reporters
due process before it revokes, suspends, or
denies a press pass. In June 2020, the appeals
court unanimously ruled in Karem’s favor.

Arguing for transparency in legal proceedings

In December 2019, Reporters Committee
attorneys and William S. Fish, Jr. of Hinckley
Allen & Snider LLP filed a federal lawsuit on
behalf of the Hartford Courant challenging

the constitutionality of the Connecticut

Juvenile Transfer Act, which shields courtroom
proceedings and judicial records from the public
in juvenile felony cases transferred to criminal
court. We argued that the law violated the
longstanding and constitutionally guaranteed
right of the press and pubilic to attend criminal
proceedings and to review court dockets and
other records. In a preliminary injunction ruling
issued in July 2020, a federal judge ordered
Connecticut courts to unseal all judicial records in
cases transferred from juvenile court to criminal
court, an important ruling that will help the
public and press hold the state’s court system
accountable.

2019-2020 Annual Report

Fighting for public access to misconduct
accusations

At the Reporters Committee, our fight for
transparency extends to public access to records
of all kinds. In 2019, our attorneys helped

the Philadelphia Inquirer unseal court records
involving Pennsylvania’s Milton Hershey School.
The school, a private philanthropic institution
for low-income children, has faced federal
discrimination lawsuits in recent years, including
allegations of mistreatment of students with
depression and mental illness. Attorneys from
the Reporters Committee and Ballard Spahr LLP
filed suit on behalf of The Philadelphia Inquirer,
seeking to unseal documents in two federal
lawsuits alleging negligent care at the Hershey
School. Reporters Committee attorneys argued
that the public has a right to the records, as they
are necessary to understand how Pennsylvania’s
richest charity cares for its vulnerable students
and how the court is handling the allegations
of mistreatment. In response, in early 2020, the
federal district court in Pennsylvania unsealed
numerous court records in those cases, a major
victory for transparency in matters that had
previously been largely litigated in secret.

Shining a light on government surveillance

The Reporters Committee engages in

various types of litigation in order to help
journalists learn about how the government
is monitoring its citizens. This work provides
critical government oversight and allows us to
understand how the public — and individual
journalists — are being surveilled. This type
of litigation can drag on for years and cost
journalists lots of money in legal fees, making
pro bono legal support particularly valuable.

11
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Gellman v. U.S. Department of Homeland
Security

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Barton Gellman,
who broke the news in 2013 about widespread
National Security Agency surveillance programs,
filed a Freedom of Information Act request

in 2016 seeking records concerning himself

in connection with his recently released book
about government surveillance and former NSA
contractor Edward Snowden. When the agencies
failed to respond, Reporters Committee attorneys
filed suit on Gellman’s behalf in an effort to pierce
through the veil of government secrecy that
shields records about U.S. citizens in the name

of national security. In March 2020, the federal
district court in D.C. ordered a number of the
requested records to be released.

Leopold v. United States

In 2016, Reporters Committee attorneys joined
investigative reporter Jason Leopold and his
attorney Jeffrey Light in his suit to unseal judicial
records that will enable the press and the public
to monitor the government's use of surveillance
tools. These tools allow law enforcement to
collect private electronic information during
criminal investigations, including metadata
about a person’s phone calls or text messages
and, in some cases, the contents of emails. In
June 2020, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit reversed a district
court’s previous decision and sided with Leopold
and the Reporters Committee, holding that the
“public’s right of access to judicial records is a
fundamental element of the rule of law.”

Ending decades of law enforcement secrecy

Transparency reforms enacted across the U.S.
are often met with pushback from government
officials seeking to restrict the rights of the

news media. In September 2019, the Reporters
Committee supported journalists in California
after the state’s Justice Department tried to limit
the scope of a bill that gave the public the right
to access records of police misconduct and uses
of force through California Public Records Act
requests. The First Amendment Coalition and
KQED filed a public records request seeking
records released under the legislation, including
incidents of firearm discharges and sustained

disciplinary records of police misconduct. After
the California attorney general challenged

a trial court order requiring the release of all
records maintained by the agency, the Reporters
Committee and 35 news media organizations
filed a friend-of-the-court brief in support of

the news organizations. We argued that the
California Justice Department’s interpretation of
the bill undermined an attempt to lift decades of
secrecy regarding law enforcement in the state.
In January 2020, the appeals court ordered the
attorney general to release all records subject to
disclosure under the bill.

Opposing government censorship

In 2020, the Reporters Committee supported
challenges to several unconstitutional attempts
to block the publication of books about
President Trump. Cases such as these are
essential to protecting First Amendment rights
and preventing government censorship.

U.S. v. Bolton

In June 2020, the Trump administration sued
John Bolton, the president’s former national
security adviser, in order to enjoin the release
of his memoir. The administration argued that
Bolton's book, which covered his time in the
White House, contained classified information.
The Reporters Committee, along with the
Association of American Publishers, Dow Jones,
The New York Times, and The Washington Post,
filed a friend-of-the-court brief arguing that the
government’s request was an unconstitutional
prior restraint. A federal judge denied the
government'’s request.

U.S. v. Mary Trump

In June 2020, President Trump's brother, Robert
S. Trump, filed a lawsuit in an attempt to block
the publication and distribution of a book written
by their niece, Mary Trump. The suit alleged that
the book, which painted an unflattering portrait
of the president and the family that raised him,
violated a 19-year-old confidentiality agreement.
After a New York state trial court temporarily
blocked the book’s publication, the Reporters
Committee, the Association of American
Publishers, and PEN America filed a friend-of-
the-court brief arguing that the First Amendment

Our Work



protects the dissemination of speech from prior
restraint, especially speech of significant public

interest about government officials. A New York
judge later rejected the Trump family’s effort to

stop the book’s release.

Protecting journalists’ sources and materials

While many searches and seizures of journalists’
materials occur at the border, the most high-
profile incident in 2019 happened when San
Francisco police searched freelance journalist
Bryan Carmody’s home and office as part of an
effort to uncover a confidential source.

San Francisco judges ultimately quashed all of
the search warrants, deeming them illegal under
California’s shield law. The Reporters Committee
led a coalition of 60 news organizations urging

a California court to return Carmody’s seized
materials, successfully sued to unseal records
about the arrest and searches, and filed a public
records lawsuit against the Justice Department
and FBI seeking information about why federal

transparency.

officers were present during the raid and tried
to question Carmody about his source.

As a result of those lawsuits, we learned in
July 2020 that the FBI agents involved in the
raid likely did not follow Justice Department
guidelines intended to protect journalists and
their sources when they questioned Carmody.
The FBI also failed to adequately search for
records related to the raid in response to our
Freedom of Information Act requests and
unlawfully withheld the names of two of the
agents who questioned Carmody. In response,
Reporters Committee attorneys asked a
federal court in Washington, D.C., to reject the

government's request to resolve the FOIA lawsuit

in our favor and instead order the bureau to

produce all responsive records related to the case.

Separately, through a state public records
request, the Reporters Committee learned that

officers who conducted the raid were instructed

not to use their body-worn cameras.

SHANNON JANKOWSKI

Shannon Jankowski is the Reporters Committee’s inaugural E.W.
Scripps Legal Fellow. In addition to assisting the organization

in its national litigation work, Shannon focuses on supporting
local enterprise and investigative journalism, including bolstering
access to public records and encouraging greater government

Since she started at the Reporters Committee, Shannon has drafted
several friend-of-the-court briefs in support of broadcast news
organizations in challenges to restrictive government interpretations
of public access laws. This includes a brief in support of a media
coalition’s efforts to obtain high school disciplinary records of a man

who killed nine people during a mass shooting in Dayton, Ohio.

She has also represented news organizations in direct litigation, including a suit on behalf of several

Ohio organizations seeking to unseal court records in a high-profile defamation case concerning
allegations of racial profiling made by students at Oberlin College against a local bakery.

Strong and vibrant local journalism is essential to providing the public with meaningful

information about the communities in which they live and work. When local news outlets are

faced with legal challenges, it can threaten their ability to investigate these stories. Through my
work at the Reporters Committee, | help local journalists navigate these challenges, so they can
continue to shed light on important issues within their communities and around the country.”

2019-2020 Annual Report
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PRE-PUBLICATION REVIEW

Legal support is important at every stage With your help over the past year, we
of newsgathering. Reporters Committee offered pre-publication support to
attorneys regularly provide pre-publication 26 investigative projects through our
legal review for investigative stories partnerships with the International
produced by journalists, including Documentary Association, the Fund for
documentary filmmakers. Investigative Journalism, and Freelance

Investigative Reporters and Editors.
During this process, Reporters Committee

attorneys work closely with journalists to These partnerships allow us to provide pro
vet stories before they are published or bono support where it is most needed. FIJ
broadcast to reduce legal risk. This legal is offering emergency grants to journalists
support helps give journalists and news working on stories related to COVID-19 and
organizations the confidence to pursue police misconduct. We have offered our
important investigative stories. pre-publication support to the recipients of

these emergency grants.

HERE ARE A FEW OF THE PROJECTS WE PROVIDED SUPPORT FOR OVER THE PAST YEAR:

Journalist Victoria Mckenzie's investigation about sexual violence against women in Nome,
Alaska. The Associated Press published the story as part of a partnership with National Native
News, with support from the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting and FIJ.

“And She Could Be Next,” a two-part documentary series about the history-making
campaigns of women of color running for public office. The series aired on PBS in late June
2020.

Freelance journalist Max Blau’s three-part series investigating how the prison privatization
movement helped Georgia’s “Dr. Death” build a correctional health care empire. The
investigation was published by the Macon Telegraph and Atlanta Magazine.

The Reporters Committee was honored to receive the Amicus Award
from the International Documentary Association in December 2019.

(left: RCFP Legal Director Katie Townsend and Executive Director
Bruce Brown at the IDA Documentary Awards.)

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the

Press has fought for and defended the rights of
countless journalists and filmmakers, and has been a
key partner for IDA-funded filmmakers.”

— Simon Kilmurry,
Executive Director of International Documentary Association

14 Our Work



PROTECTING PRESS FREEDOM

At the Reporters Committee, we believe First Amendment rights

are crucial to our democracy.

Over the past few years, however, those rights

have increasingly come under attack.

Your donations fund our legal work as a national voice for the
U.S. news media in conversations on First Amendment rights and
the legal issues affecting newsgathering. We do this with a strong
presence on social media, by providing helpful resources on

our website, and publishing op-eds, newsletters, and thoughtful

analyses about trends harmful to journalism.

Over the past year, we published 19 op-eds
authored by Reporters Committee staff in
outlets including the New York Daily News,
IRE Journal, The Washington Post, The
Kansas City Star, Just Security, CALmatters,
and Lawfare. As a part of our participation
in The Washington Post's Press Freedom
Partnership, we published three full-page
ads promoting press freedom and raising
awareness of the rights of journalists in print
editions of the paper in 2019 and 2020.

In November 2019, the Reporters
Committee and the Committee to Protect
Journalists, along with a coalition of more
than 30 news media, technology, and

THE PEOPLE MUST KNOLU
BEFORE THEY CAN ACT,
ANDTHEREISND
EDUCATOR TO COMPARE

WITH THE PRESS.
DA B. WELLS

PROTECTPRESSFREEDOM.ORG
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IF OUR FREE PRESS
IS SILENCED,
AMERICAN FREEDOM
NO LONGER EXISTS

=

PROTECTPAESSFREEDDM.ORG

nonprofit partners, launched the “Protect
Press Freedom” campaign to mobilize the
public to stand up for press freedom and
actively protect their right to be informed.
Through video, radio, digital, print, and social
media, the campaign communicates a simple,
powerful truth: In order to be free, we must be
informed.

The campaign was featured in advertisements
aired during primetime shows like CBS's
“Hawaii Five-O,” in podcast placements
through Stitcher, in public service
announcements like NBC's “The More You
Know,” on digital content platforms like
NowThis, and more.
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We were honored to support
Wendi C. Thomas, the founder,
editor, and publisher of MLK50:
Justice Through Journalism, in
her work to inform the city of
Memphis, Tennessee.

Our work with Thomas began
in 2018, when Reporters
Committee attorneys filed a
lawsuit on behalf of Thomas and £
The Marshall Project to support
their efforts to access public
records about a secretive nonprofit group’s funding of the Memphis Police Department. We also
recently supported Thomas in one of the first lawsuits filed as a part of our Local Legal Initiative.
You can read more information about this case and the LLI on page 10.

Photo credit: Andrea Morales

How did the Reporters Committee’s support impact your work?

MLK50: Justice Through Journalism exists, in part, to dismantle the status quo. That doesn’t win
us friends among institutions that benefit from the status quo.

The Reporters Committee has represented me in two lawsuits — one against a secretive
nonprofit that sets the criminal policy agenda and another against the City of Memphis, which
refused to add me or MLK50 to its media advisory list.

MLKS50 is only three years old and still very small. We don't have the resources to hire attorneys
to represent us and are so grateful for the Reporters Committee’s support.

The Reporters Committee is excited to be expanding our work in Tennessee. What changes do you hope to
see in the industry with the Reporters Committee’s legal support?

| hope that more newsrooms are emboldened to hold powerful institutions accountable, even
if it means adopting a more adversarial stance. | hope that newsrooms can collaborate to solve
common challenges, particularly with public records requests. Taxpayer-funded entities and
others that have an outsized impact on residents’ quality of life should know it's a new day for
press freedom and transparency and govern themselves accordingly.

What would you want a journalist or donor to know about the Reporters Committee?

Newsrooms like MLK50: Justice Through Journalism have the will and persistence to hold
powerful institutions accountable, but we don’t often have the resources to put sustained
pressure on those institutions, up to and including legal action.

Hiring lawyers is cost-prohibitive and can mean that the newsroom abandons important stories.
Reporters Committee’s support changes the game. The committee’s lawyers get press freedom,
they're knowledgeable about public records laws and have proven immensely helpful as
journalists do their job. We could not make the impact we have made without the Reporters
Committee.

At a time when press freedom is under attack from all sides, including the nation’s highest office,
having the Reporters Committee on our side is a comfort and an inspiration.
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Through our partnerships and pre-publication work, the Reporters Committee supports a diverse
group of newsgatherers, including documentary filmmakers, print, and online journalists, and
freelancers.

We provided pre-publication support to award-winning filmmaker Stephen Maing, helping
vet “Crime + Punishment,” his documentary film covering a historic class-action lawsuit over
illegal policing quotas in New York City.

We came to work with Maing, whose film premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, through our
partnership with the International Documentary Association.

Also through IDA, the Reporters Committee offered pre-publication support to the
directors of "The People vs. Agent Orange”. This documentary is about the use of the deadly
chemical compound, Agent Orange, both in Vietnam and in the United States, as well as related
herbicides still used widely in the United States.

You can read more about our pre-publication work on page 14.

After experiencing truly astonishingly helpful legal support in conjunction with our

IDA Enterprise grant for “The People vs. Agent Orange”, we're moved to express
our thanks to each of you and detail ... how that truly expert legal assistance has been
of such essential support.

The Reporters Committee attorneys reviewed numerous cuts of our documentary,
flagging ways to reduce risk exposure without substantial loss to the impact of the film’s
content. [Your] commitment has been remarkable, taking the initiative to follow up
repeatedly, reviewing how we'd sorted out various issues in the editing room.”

— Alan Adelson and Kate Taverna, producers/directors, and Véronique Bernard, producer of “The People vs. Agent Orange”

2019-2020 Annual Report
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The Reporters Committee advances journalism’s mission to keep the public informed by working
to make governments at all levels more accessible to the people they serve.

We have long argued for increased access to court proceedings as a key
component of legal transparency.

[ R

When COVID-19 began spreading across the
country in early 2020, courts at all levels closed
their doors, making it more challenging for
journalists to cover legal proceedings. In March
2020, after the U.S. Supreme Court closed to the
public, we urged the Court to broadcast hearings
and oral arguments live — a step that the Court
later took in May 2020, when it made 10 oral
arguments available to the public via a live audio
feed. According to data gathered and analyzed
by the Reporters Committee, more than 1.9
million people had listened to an oral argument
at the Supreme Court by June 24.

In January 2020, RCFP, joined by 57 news
organizations, asked U.S. Senate leadership

to reconsider press restrictions during the
impeachment hearings for President Trump. As
we noted in our letter, the restrictions threatened
to impair reporters’ ability to cover a historic
news story and a matter of intense public interest
for Americans of all political stripes.

We also testified before a number of local, state,
and federal government bodies over the past
year.

In September 2019, the Reporters Committee
testified before the Baltimore City Public Safety
Committee in support of legislation banning the
use of nondisclosure clauses, or “gag orders,”
in city settlements for police brutality and
discrimination cases. The gag orders ensured that
details of police violence were hidden from the

public. A month after the Reporters Committee
testified, Baltimore City Council unanimously
passed the bill banning the use of gag orders.

In October 2019, the Reporters Committee
submitted testimony to the New York Senate
Standing Committee on Codes advocating for
the repeal of Section 50-a of the New York Civil
Rights Law, a provision that shielded personnel
records of police officers, firefighters, and
corrections officers from public disclosure. In
June 2020, as protests against police brutality
swelled across the country, the Reporters
Committee sent a letter to New York Gowv.
Andrew Cuomo and other state officials strongly
urging them to immediately repeal the provision,
arguing that it “is a necessary step not only
to ensuring police accountability, but also to
restoring trust between law enforcement and the
communities they serve.” Days later, New York
lawmakers voted to repeal Section 50-a.

In June 2020, the Reporters Committee
testified before the U.S. House Subcommittee
on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet,
stressing the need for greater public access to
federal courts during the COVID-19 pandemic.
We urged the federal judiciary to continue to
ensure remote court access through future
legislation, to follow the Reporters Committee’s
recommendations for better practices, and
to preserve these advances toward greater
transparency once the crisis is over.

Photo credit: Michaela Potter
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THE TECHNOLOGY AND PRESS FREEDOM PROJECT

Advances in technology have significantly altered the way reporters gather the news — and have
created a number of new legal issues that threaten newsgathering. The Reporters Committee’s
Technology and Press Freedom Project integrates the law, policy analysis, and public education
to defend and promote press rights on issues at the intersection of technology and press
freedom, such as reporter-source confidentiality protections and electronic surveillance law.

In recent years, there has been a dramatic rise in leaks prosecutions, which actively chill
newsgathering and make it more difficult for journalists — particularly those reporting on
national security — to gather information from sources. The TPFP team, which launched a weekly
newsletter in October 2019, closely monitors these cases so we are able to quickly intervene
with friend-of-the-court briefs or litigation as necessary.

Photo credit: AP Photo/Elise Amendola

In September 2019, the Reporters Committee
supported Daniel Hale, a former Air Force service
member and National Security Agency official,
in his constitutional challenge to Espionage Act
charges after he was accused of leaking classified
information to a reporter from The Intercept.

In a friend-of-the-court brief, the Reporters
Committee, represented by the University of
Virginia First Amendment Clinic, argued that

the proliferation of news media leak cases in the
last decade is directly relevant to whether the
Espionage Act could be used arbitrarily or in
cases where leaked information is newsworthy
and in the public interest — both of which would
chill newsgathering and violate the Constitution.

In another case, the Reporters Committee,
joined by 41 news organizations and represented
by Paul, Weiss, Ritkind, Wharton and Garrison LLP
urged the U.S. Supreme Court to reject a lower
court's broad interpretation of a federal hacking
law, arguing that it could significantly chill
traditional newsgathering and data journalism.
The case involved a former Georgia police officer
who was convicted of violating the Computer
Fraud and Abuse Act for “exceeding authorized
access” to a computer. We argued that the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit's

2019-2020 Annual Report
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interpretation of the law could dissuade sources
from coming forward and potentially lead to
conspiracy charges against reporters themselves.

For much of the past year, the Trump
administration has threatened the editorial
independence of Voice of America and its sister
organizations. In April 2020, the White House
attacked VOA, which is funded by Congress,
as “"Chinese propaganda.” In response, the
Reporters Committee sent a letter to the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations,
urging lawmakers to preserve the editorial
independence of Voice of America, which has
historically been a trusted source of news for
people around the world. Later, Michael Pack,
the new chief executive at the U.S. Agency for
Global Media, which administers VOA, fired
senior leadership and refused to renew visas
for hundreds of foreign journalists, effectively
terminating them and depriving VOA and its
sister broadcasters of expertise that is essential
for their reporting. As this report goes to press,
the Reporters Committee is actively working with
journalists impacted by these moves to ensure
their legal rights are protected.
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Just as we are deeply invested in supporting
journalists with legal services, we are also
dedicated to training the next generation of
media lawyers.

In September 2019, the Reporters
Committee and Yale Law School’'s Media
Freedom and Information Access Clinic
launched the Free Expression Legal Network,
a coalition of law school clinics that provide

FREE EXPRESSION

LEGAL NETWORK

pro bono legal support for public interest
journalism. FELN'’s launch was generously
supported by the Lodestar Foundation.

FELN helps law students gain important
hands-on experience representing
newsgatherers while also connecting potential
clients with legal support. The Reporters
Committee provides day-to-day staff support
for FELN, which currently includes 27 law
clinics, as well as two dozen non-clinician law
professors who frequently write and research
in the areas of free expression, media law, and
government transparency.

Over the past few years, RCFP spearheaded the creation of the Free

Expression Legal Network (FELN). At a time when the press and the right
to protest are under attack, FELN fills an urgent need. It also engages with and
helps to train a new generation of First Amendment lawyers. | am very proud
to serve on FELN's steering committee, and immensely grateful to RCFP for

bringing FELN to life.”

— Heidi Kitrosser,

Robins Kaplan Professor of Law at the University of Minnesota Law School

The First Amendment
Clinic at the University of
Virginia School of Law is
administered by Reporters
Committee attorneys Gabe
Rottman and Jennifer Nelson,
who also teach the clinic's students. The
clinic is one of the oldest programs of its kind
among major U.S. law schools, and is one of
only two First Amendment clinics in its region.

UNIVERSITY
TVIRGINIA

SCHOOL o LAW

In the fall of 2019, the Reporters Committee
relaunched the clinic. During the 2019-2020
school year, the clinic quickly reestablished
itself as a leading program. The clinic promotes
free expression, free press, and the free flow of

and FELN steering committee member

information and ideas. Students in the clinic
work on active litigation and provide pro bono
needs-based services to nonprofit newsrooms
and reporters who would otherwise not be
able to secure legal assistance.

In 2020, the Legal Clinic Fund announced a
grant for the UVA Clinic, which has enabled
the Reporters Committee to hire a new legal
fellow, lan Kalish. The Fund, for which the
Miami Foundation serves as fiscal sponsor,

is generously supported by The Abrams
Foundation, Democracy Fund, Heising-
Simons Foundation, and The Klarman Family
Foundation.

Our Impact



As a part of our pro bono legal services, the
Reporters Committee offers free and easily
accessible resources for members of the news
media. Our legal guides and hotline, some

of our longest-existing services, provide an
invaluable lifeline for journalists in need of

help.

Your donations fund our legal hotline, which
is available to journalists and media lawyers
seven days a week. In addition, the Reporters
Committee also creates special hotlines
during political conventions and other large

FREE LEGAL GUIDES

scheduled events to ensure that reporters on
deadline get the information they need.

Our hotline received a particularly high
number of requests in 2020 — the highest
we've seen since we began collecting this
data — as journalists turned to the Reporters
Committee with questions about their rights
during COVID-19 shutdowns and national
protests. We provided assistance to more
than 230 hotline inquiries from reporters in 29
states during the first six months of 2020.

ONE
Wiy

The Reporters Committee publishes a number
of free legal guides on our website. Our
guides help journalists navigate the laws
affecting newsgathering, which vary greatly
from state to state. Many of our guides are the
most comprehensive sources of information
available regarding state-level laws and
policies.

Over the past year, we have published or
updated a number of guides, including:

The Open Government Guide, a complete
compendium of information on every state’s
open records and open meetings laws; the
Open Courts Compendium, a general guide
to court access issues; and the Reporter’s
Privilege Compendium, a detailed examination
of the rights of reporters to protect confidential
sources and materials in court.
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The Police, Protesters and the Press Guide,
which helps journalists understand their rights
at protests and avoid arrest when reporting on
these events.

The Election Legal Guide, which offers an
overview of legal issues that journalists may
face while covering the primaries and general
election. This guide has also been translated
into Spanish.

The Anti-SLAPP Legal Guide, which
provides members of the press and the
public with a comprehensive state-by-state
analysis of laws meant to thwart strategic
lawsuits against public participation. SLAPPs
are often used to intimidate and silence
criticism through expensive, baseless legal
proceedings.

oo syysysy HOTLINEANDGUIDES 7o
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Thanks to your donations, the Reporters Committee has expanded the reach of our legal
support by offering pro bono legal trainings to newsrooms, journalists, media lawyers, and the
general public. Over the past year, Reporters Committee attorneys trained more than 2,000
students, journalists, and lawyers on their First Amendment rights.

Through these trainings, we provide journalists with relevant, comprehensive information
regarding their rights under the law. Here are just a few trainings we offered in 2020:

In April 2020, the Reporters Committee
co-hosted a webinar with Investigative
Reporters and Editors. Reporters Committee
attorneys Adam Marshall and Gunita Singh
joined BuzzFeed investigative journalist Jason
Leopold to provide guidance to journalists
seeking to cover the COVID-19 response.
They discussed specific records to request and
resources to help push back against agencies
that claimed they were unable to fulfill public
records requests during the crisis. More than
560 people attended the webinar.

The Reporters Committee provided a
number of specialized trainings in preparation
for the 2020 presidential election. In July
and August 2020, we collaborated with the
National Press Photographers Association and
the Committee to Protect Journalists to offer
a series of trainings, supported by the Society
of Professional Journalists Foundation, for
journalists covering the political conventions
— providing legal training (RCFP and NPPA),
physical security training (NPPA and CPJ), and
digital security training (CPJ).

In June 2020, Reporters Committee Staff Attorney Sarah Matthews spoke to WBUR in Boston about the
legal challenges reporters may face when covering protests.

Like so many local newsrooms across the country, WBUR journalists have hit the

streets to cover the demonstrations unfolding in the wake of George Floyd's
killing. While everyone is galvanized by the story and the moment, the level of risk is
new and our reporters expressed an urgent need for guidance. [Staff Attorney Sarah
Matthews] provided a phenomenal presentation about First Amendment rights. And
despite the short turnaround, customized it for Massachusetts. She explained how to
avoid getting arrested and then, what to do if you are.”

- Margaret Low,

CEO of WBUR and vice chair of RCFP’s Executive Committee

Photo credit: AP Photo/Julio Cortez
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The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press would like to thank the following
organizations and individuals who supported our work between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020.

Leadership Circle

We are so grateful to our Leadership Circle donors, individuals who gave $1,000
or more cumulatively in this period.

Stephen J. Adler Allen and Deborah Grubman Theodore Olson
Anonymous Edward E. Haddock, Jr. Norman and Jane Pearlstine
Anne K. Sawyer Atkisson Family Foundation Mary McCabe and David Peirce
Daniel and Nancy Balz Karen Hagberg and Mark Jackson ~ Andrea and Alan Pendleton
Martin Baron Laura Handman Pratt Family Fund of Berkshire
Elizabeth Bass Hanlon/Proudfoot Charitable Fund ~ Taconic Community Foundation
Bennett Family Foundation Karen Hansen Philip Primack
Alan Berlow and Susan Blaustein ~ Charles Hazlehurst Moura Gregg Ramshaw
Wolf Blitzer Family Foundation Lor and Susannah Randall
David and Barbara Boardman John and Patricia Henry Arleen and Robert Rifkind
Jennifer Borg Leslie Hill Bruce Brown and Amy Rifkind
David and Katherine Bradley Henry Hoberman and Jodi Brenner The Richard A. and Carole Rifkind
Andrew P. Bridges Stella P. Holt Foundation Family Foundation
Brownstein Family Foundation Ann Horowitz Romanover Fund
William and Debra Bulkeley Fund ~ Jay Horowitz Carol Rosenberg
Massimo Calabresi and Clark Hoyt and Linda Kauss Rachel Rosenberg
Margaret Emery Diego Ibarglien Nina Russell and Thomas Rubin
John Callery Kimberly B. Jaske Cristine Russell and
Kathleen Carroll and Tom and Edwina Johnson Ben Heineman
Steve Twomey Jonathan Kaplan Kelli Sager and
Chalfont Fund Joshua Karlin-Resnick Steven Rosenwasser
Ann Chernicoff and Josh Perles Elizabeth Kempski Charlie Savage
Amal Clooney Jacqueline Kinney Barbara Seibert
Leora Copeland Jane Kirtley and Stephen Cribari ~ Mary Sheehan
Tom Curley Andrew and Julie Klingenstein The Sheldon Family Advised Fund
Richard Delay Family Fund Austin Smith
Karen E. Detlefsen Barbara Kommer and Kurt Koenig  Ben Smith
Eli Dickinson and Kat Zambon Brian Krebs Jennifer Sondag
Dracksdorf/Mills Family Nick Kroll Charitable Fund of the  Steven P. Starkovich
Charitable Fund Jewish Communal Fund Stawicki Charitable Fund
Michael Duffy Joel Kurtzberg Paul Steiger and Wendy Brandes
Laura Dunphy and Michael Erlinger David Lauter Buddy Steves and Rowena Young
Edwards Family Fund Jill Lawrence and John Martin Shea/Stokes Family Fund
Craig Etlin and Leslie Gordon Thomas Leatherbury and Victoria Sujata
The Roger and Katherine Feinthel Patricia Villareal Catherine Sullivan
Charitable Fund Lee Family Michael Sweeney
Charles and Joan Filson Marcus Leibowitz Charitable Sherri and Adam Symson
Ann and Thomas Friedman Marile and Jorge Lopez Sandra Taub
Patricia D. Frischmann Margaret Low and Kinsey Wilson ~ Wiebe Tinga and
Dodi Fromson John and Martha Lubell Johannes Eijmberts
Harold and Pamela Fuson Tony Mauro Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen
Manny Garcia Jane Mayer and Bill Hamilton Charitable Fund
Emilio Garcia-Ruiz Colleen McCain Nelson Julia Kazaks and Judd Volino
Josh Gerstein and June Shih Marcia L. Bullard and Thomas J.  Vickie Walton-James
Alex Gibney and Anne Debevoise =~ McNamara Charitable Gift Fund ~ Christine Weicher
David Giles John O. Membrino Judy Woodruff
Susan Goldberg and Robin Metalitz Mitchell Wolfson, Sr. Foundation
Geoffrey Etnire Eugene L. Meyer Wood Family Charitable Gift Fund
Donald Graham and Helene Mullaney Robert and Dorothy Wortmann
Amanda Bennett Maggie Mulvihill David Yanofsky and Kate Pynoos
Linda Greenhouse and Kevin and Patricia Murphy Julian and Stacy Yochum
Eugene R. Fidell Andre Needham Kenneth and Anna Zankel
James Grimaldi Lynn Novick and Ken Rosenberg Kristin and H. A. Zisson
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Recurring Donors

We also express our deep gratitude to donors who make recurring gifts, whose
regular support creates greater financial stability.

Jacob Albertson
Ryan Baldwin
Elizabeth Bass
Matthew and

Amanda Beddingfield
PJ Bednarski
Kristin Bergman
David and Barbara Boardman
James Bollinger
Jeremy Borden
David Brown
Linsay Rousseau Burnett
Ryan Callahan
Carolyn Casselman
Mary Clark
Brittany Coombs
Aida Molina Cooper
Janet Cooper
Benjamin Cush
Lorenzo Di Silvio
Katharine Dickson
Jennifer Dimond
Tyra Ferlatte
Madeline Fishburn
Helen French
Manny Garcia

Donors

The John S. and
James L. Knight Foundation

Anonymous
Democracy Fund
Hollywood Foreign
Press Association
The Klarman Family Foundation
The John S. and
James L. Knight Foundation
Legal Clinic Fund with
the Miami Foundation

Hearst Corporation

Heising-Simons Foundation

Robert R. McCormick Foundation

John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation

Microsoft Corp.

The E.W. Scripps Company

Barr Foundation
Chevron
Dow Jones Foundation

Allison and Daniel Gardenswartz
Judy Gayer

John Goodgame

Joseph Green

Frederick Hall

Hanapin Marketing

Linda Handelsman

Anna Haugen

Pamela Herzenberg
Stephanie Hogan

Fawn Horvath

Kate Kelly

Olga Kreimer

John Lammers

Michelle Laubin

Elaine LaVelle

Kaytie Lee and Michael Smith
Melissa Leedle

Kevin Lerner

Daniel Lyons

Cathy Machado

Linda Mains

Sarah and Michael Matthews
Steven McGarrity

Aida Molina Cooper

Maggie Mulvihill

Sean Oberle

Inasmuch Foundation
Solidarity Giving
TEGNA Inc.

Stanton Foundation

Anonymous

The Morton K. and

Jane Blaustein Foundation

Charina Endowment Fund

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Facebook

Facebook Journalism Project

Latham & Watkins LLP

Park Foundation Inc.

The Peter and Mary Levin
Family Foundation

Present Progressive Fund

ALM Media, LLC

The Associated Press

The Boston Globe

The McClatchy Company

David and Katherine Moore
Family Foundation

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Michael Oskin
Jesse Oxeld

Kari Palazzari
Jennifer Pelton
Kirsten Poole
Sandra Quinn
Kristen Rasmussen
Alexis Raymond
Frances Robles
Danny Rodriguez
Amy Saltzman
Cheryl Sattler
Nathan Siegel
Philip Snead

John Stange
Steven P. Starkovich
Juliana Staveley-O’Carroll
Reuben Stern
Edward Stumpf
Anne Supplee

Sara Thierman

Paul Voosen

Jacob Wilson
Stephanie Wong
Wood Family Charitable Gift Fund
Sunah Young

The Nararo Foundation

News Media Alliance

The New York Times Company

The Next Generation Foundation

Perkins Coie LLP

Bernard and Anne Spitzer
Charitable Trust

Sunshine Sachs & Associates

Sustainable Grantmaking
Partners Fund

AT&T Inc.

T Beck Foundation
Gartner, Inc.

National Public Radio, Inc.
Open Society Foundations

Apple, Inc.

Ballard Spahr LLP

Bryan Cave LLP

Carnegie Corporation of New York

CCS Fundraising

CNLC, LLC

Covington & Burling LLP

The Diamonstein-Spielvogel
Foundation

Supporters



Gannett Foundation

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Google Inc.

Gravity Search Marketing
Mastercard

Petchers Foundation, Inc.
The Snider Foundation
Temple University
Tennessee Football, Inc.
WilmerHale

Zocalo Media

John Anderson

Anonymous

The Baker-Root Family Foundation

Steve Bodow

Mark Bollinger and
Margaret Ackerley

Steven Boms

Malcolm Borg

Margaret Carter

Cisco Foundation

Rebecca L. and
Christopher R. Corbett

Lee Crain

Stephen Crawford Crenshaw
and Christina Weisner

Lucy Dalglish

Ender Family Fund of
Triangle Community Foundation

Estee Lauder

Leslie Gilbert

Olivia Golden

Hagamen Family Fund

Sidney and Carole Hurlburt

David Johnson

John Kennedy

Laura Siegel Larson

Elizabeth Layne

Michelle Light

Jesse Manocherian

News Corp

Thomas O'Donnell

Meghan O’Neil

Lida Orzeck

Bryan Parr

Paul/Miller Family Fund

PayCargo LLC

Sarah Rabil

Real Time With Bill Maher
Lori Resnick

James and Pam Ripley
Carlos Roig

Elizabeth Schiff Fund
Charles Sennet

Strada Education Network
Molly Thompson

Noah Veltman

Jon Weist

Chad and Beth Withers

3M

Stephanie Abrutyn

Angela Aguirre

Amazon Smile Foundation

Anonymous

Robert Armstrong

Daniel Arnall

Association for Education in
Journalism & Mass
Communication (AEJMC)

Charles R. Babcock

Melissa Baese-Berk

Dennis Bailey

Ann Baker

Barbara Baker

Deborah Barnett

David Becker

Jay Bender

Patricia Bennis

Gary and Lynn Benton

William Bergen

Nathaniel Bergson-Michelson

Gail Berney

Roger Bernstein

Fabio Bertoni

Robert Bertsche

Bernard Birnbaum

Scott Bittle

Kathryn Blevins

Linda Bowen

Andrew Boyko

Ashley Brandt

Norman and Judy Brewer

Dorothy Broadman

Scott Brown

Olivia Bruce

Michael and Alisa Budiansky

Matthew Budman

Sarah Cadmus

Tim Callahan

Peter Canfield

Richard and Susan Carelli

Elliot Carlson

Erin Carroll

Beth and Tom Casey

Amanda Castleman

Karen and Jerry Ceppos

Evan Chaney

Irwin and Arlene Chapman

Marc D. Charney

Jeremy Chase

Christopher Cherry

Alexandra Clifford

Douglas and Margaret Clifton

Glenn Coin

Stephanie Conell

John Cooney

Caroline Corbin

Jennifer Costa

Robert Cox

Robert Dato

Sandra Dauenhauer

Joel Davidow

Natalie Deffenbaugh

Tom Del Savio

Monica Dias

Dominion Energy Charitable
Foundation

Matt Drange

Miriam Droller

Robert Dubill

Alan W. Duncan

James Duyck

Liisa Ecola

Erica Endicott

Scot Eustis

Evan Evanson

Craig and Sally Falkenhagen

Paul Fanlund

Myron and Sabine Farber

Leslie Feiner

Margaret Feldmeier

Mark Feldstein

Ken Ficara

Films for Humanity

Casi Finstad

Ken Fireman

First, my family believes that a free press is the foundation of a strong democracy. Your

organization’s work is more essential now than ever before. Second, | happen to be the
publisher of the daily newspaper (LNP/LancasterOnline) in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and
several other titles, including a substantial trade publication serving the northeastern US (Lancaster
Farming) and a watchdog publication in the Pennsylvania state capital (The Caucus). RCFP is a
great way for my family to help support issues that are near and dear to us.”
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- Robert Krasne

Reporters Committee donor through the Next Generation Foundation
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Murray would so proud and grateful for what the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the

Press has become in 50 years. The Reporters Committee has grown phenomenally, along
with the need for its existence. Our family realizes this and is delighted that the organization
has received well-deserved recognition and support from a growing number of individuals and
foundations in recent years. We remain at your side, supporting all you do.”

26

- Dodi Fromson (Reporters Committee donor and widow of Reporters Committee Co-Founder Murray Fromson) and Family

Emily Fischvogt
Robert and Bonnie Fitzpatrick
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The Gardenswartz Priestly Fund
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David Kaufman

Mike Kautsch

Christian and Rosemary Keiner
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Saundra Keyes
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Marcia Kirkpatrick

David Kleeman

Katherine Kleeman

Lorinda Klein

Daniel Kleinman

Rhona Lyons and David Warren
Fund at Amalgamated Charitable
Foundation

Neil Mackenzie

Ruth MacNaughton
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Carol Mantle

David and Linda Maraniss

Mollie Martinek

Maris and David Mazie

Beth Mazur

Colleen McCain Nelson

Molly McCammon

Robert and Elizabeth McCarthy

Bill McCloskey

David McCullough

Christopher McDaniel
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I've been a reporter for 50 years, the first 30 with the Associated Press and the last 20 with
the San Francisco Chronicle, mainly covering legal affairs. | think the last few years have
raised my awareness of why and how much a free press must be defended and supported, in this
country and elsewhere. | think the public is increasingly realizing it too. Thank you for your work.”

2019-2020 Annual Report

- Robert Egelko
Reporters Committee donor
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With some seeing the press as the ‘enemy of the people’ and lies as good as truth

and fantasies and conspiracies as valued as facts, journalists and journalism are more
important and critical than they have ever been. So, that in a nutshell is what ‘inspired’ us
to support your mission and we are very glad to do that.”
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Reporters Committee donor
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| have been proud and fortunate to be with the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the

Press for more than 35 years. | have seen fellow journalists and our allies working hard so
that our profession can do what the First Amendment calls for us to do: report the news to the
public without government interference. With its team of dedicated lawyers as well as technology,
security and communications experts, the Reporters Committee has made a tremendous impact
by leading swift and direct litigation and served journalists in doing their jobs, with legal guides,
workshops and a hotline. The challenges journalists face today are more severe than ever, and the
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press has risen boldly and admirably to the occasion.”

2019-2020 Annual Report

- Tony Mauro,

Reporters Committee Honorary Leadership Council member
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The following information is from the Reporters Committee’s Audited Financial Statement for the fiscal year
spanning January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019. Our operating budget for 2019 was $4,023,384.

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES. ASSETS, LIABILITIES, AND FUND
_ Current Assets
Cash and equivalents $ 1,440,080
Contributions and $ 725,000
grants receivable
Prepaid expenses $ 123,162
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $ 2,288,242
Other Assets
Grants and contributions $ 682,500
receivable-long term,
net of discount
Investments $12,846,956
Property and equipment, net $ 615,986
Security deposits $ 36,595
TOTAL OTHER ASSETS $14,182,037
TOTAL $16,470,279
LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities
Accounts payable $ 77,964
Deferred rent, current portion  $ 41,509
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES $ 119,473
Other Liabilities
Deferred rent $ 690,182
Legal Defense Contrlbutlons and TOTAL $ 809,655
and Research Grants
$3,100,644 $3,404,111 NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions
Fundraising Fundraising Events* Undesignated $ 7,794,091
$297,136 $786,887 Board designated long term
Managment [ Interest and Dividends capital requirements $ 977,556
and General $276.131 TOTAL NET ASSETS WITHOUT
$625,604 DONOR RESTRICTIONS ~ $ 8,771,647
! . Program Services ) o
$278.026 With donor restrictions $ 6,888,977
TOTAL $15,660,624

Miscellaneous Income
$39,562

*Net after expenses

Over the past 50 years, the Reporters Committee has provided essential pro bono legal services to journalists across the country. Our
long success is fueled by passionate and generous donors who believe, like we do, that a free press is essential to our democracy.

The Reporters Committee closed fiscal year 2019 with $15.6 million in net assets. This financial stability has given us the confidence to
embrace the most significant expansion in our history, while simultaneously sustaining the exceptional legal services docket for which
we are respected. Our newest programs in 2019 elevated our national reach. The high-profile Protect Press Freedom campaign and the
launch of the Local Legal Initiative in five states were seeded in part by funds saved from successful fundraising in previous years.

In early 2020, economic changes stemming from the international spread of COVID-19 began to impact the nonprofit sector and our
fundraising efforts. The Reporters Committee applied for and received a $464,000 loan under the Paycheck Protection Program to
enable us to continue to meet journalists’ increasingly urgent pro bono legal needs. Thanks to your generous support in previous years,
as well as your continued support in 2020, we remain on strong financial footing.

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization incorporated in the District of Columbia. Al
contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Copies of current financial statements are available on our website at
https://www.rcfp.org/annual-report/. You can also receive them upon request by contacting the Reporters Committee at 1156 15th St.
NW, Suite 1020, Washington D.C. 20005 or by telephone at 202-795-9300.
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Special thanks to all of the interns
and volunteers who worked with us.

Special thanks to Matt Wuerker for this cartoon created
in celebration of our 50th anniversary.



REPORTERS - §
COMMITTEE -

FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS ;"\-\. ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS PROTECTING THE FIRST AMENDMENT

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press
1136 15th Street NW, Suite 1020
Washington, DC 20005
202-795-2300 = 800-3354-4243

BALTIMORE, MD
PERMIT No. 972



