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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR  

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

 
OFFICER JOHN DOE, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,  
MARYLAND, 
 

Defendant. 

 
 
Case No. C-15-CV-22-002523 

  
HEARING REQUESTED 

 
EMERGENCY MOTION TO INTERVENE TO MODIFY PROTECTIVE ORDER AND 

OBTAIN PUBLIC ACCESS TO COURT RECORDS AND PROCEEDINGS 

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press (the “Reporters Committee”) and The 

Washington Post (together “Media Intervenors”), by their undersigned counsel, hereby move to 

intervene in this proceeding for the limited purpose of vindicating their and the public’s 

constitutional and common law rights of access to court records and proceedings in this matter.  

Specifically, Media Intervenors respectfully request that the Court grant their motion to 

intervene and enter an order (1) unsealing all previously filed, sealed judicial records in the 

above-captioned matter, including the September 14, 2022 memorandum and supporting exhibits 

filed by Plaintiffs; and (2) modifying the protective order entered by the Court on August 16, 

2022 (the “Protective Order”) to require the parties to file on the public docket complete, 

unredacted copies of all future filings, including future memoranda, supporting papers, and 

affidavits, and direct that future proceedings in this matter are to be held in open court.  In the 

alternative, Media Intervenors ask the Court to make all judicial records in this matter public 

with only tailored redactions, supported by specific factual findings, that the parties demonstrate 
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are necessitated by compelling, countervailing interests, in accordance with the public’s common 

law and constitutional rights of access.  Media Intervenors further ask that the parties be required 

to serve copies of their unsealed filings, including Plaintiffs’ September 14, 2022 memorandum 

and exhibits, on Media Intervenors. 

The grounds for this Motion are set forth in the attached Memorandum of Law.  Media 

Intervenors respectfully ask that they be heard on this Motion as soon as possible.   

 

Dated: September 27, 2022   Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Lisa Zycherman 
Lisa Zycherman 
Maryland Bar ID No. 0412150447 

Counsel of Record 
Katie Townsend* 
Sasha Dudding* 
REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
1156 15th St NW, Suite 1020 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 795-9300 
lzycherman@rcfp.org 

* Pro hac vice admission forthcoming 
Counsel for Media Intervenors 
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MARYLAND RULE 1-313 CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Md. Rule 1-313, I hereby certify that I am a member in good standing of the 

Bar of Maryland. 

 
 

    /s/ Lisa Zycherman 
   Lisa Zycherman 

Maryland Bar ID No. 0412150447 
REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
1156 15th St NW, Suite 1020 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 795-9300 
lzycherman@rcfp.org 
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MARYLAND RULE 20-201(f) CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Md. Rule 20-201(f)(1), I hereby certify that this submission and the 

accompanying materials do not contain any restricted information. 

 
 

    /s/ Lisa Zycherman 
   Lisa Zycherman 

Maryland Bar ID No. 0412150447 
REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
1156 15th St NW, Suite 1020 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 795-9300 
lzycherman@rcfp.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to Md. Rule 20-201(e)(3), I hereby certify that, on this 27th day of September 

2022, I directed that a copy of this Emergency Motion to Intervene to Modify the Protective 

order and to Obtain Access to Court Records, the accompanying Memorandum of Law, and 

Proposed Order be served on all parties entitled to service in this matter via the Court’s MDEC 

e-filing system. 

 

    /s/ Lisa Zycherman 
   Lisa Zycherman 

Maryland Bar ID No. 0412150447 
REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
1156 15th St NW, Suite 1020 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 795-9300 
lzycherman@rcfp.org 
 

 


