IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
AT CHATTANOOGA

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,
V.

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City
Council,

and

Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith,
Darrin Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B.
Berz, Raquetta Dotley, Marvene Noel,
and Demetrus Coonrod, in their official
capacity as members of the Chattanooga
City Council,

Defendants.

No.22-0902

Part I

This Motion will be heard in person on
NOVEMBER 18, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.
at the docket call.

CHATTANOOGA PUBLISHING COMPANY’S
MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

Pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 56, Plaintiff Chattanooga Publishing Co.

(“Chattanooga Publishing”) files this Motion for Summary Judgment. In support of

this Motion, Chattanooga Publishing concurrently submits and relies upon (@)

Plaintiffs Memorandum of Law in Support of Motion for Summary Judgment; (ii)

Plaintiff's Statement of Undisputed Material Facts; and (iii) the Declaration of Paul

R. McAdoo in Support of Summary Judgment and all exhibits thereto, which is

attached hereto as Exhibit A. Chattanooga Publishing also relies upon (iv) the

parties’ Stipulation as to Facts on Which Further Proof is Unnecessary, and all
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exhibits thereto, whiéh was submitted for filing by Defendants on October 30, 2024,
and (v) the parties’ Supplement to Exhibit A to Stipulations és to Facts on Which No
Further Proof is Necessary, filed by Plaintiff on November 6, 2024.

As set forth herein and in the above-listed filings, this Court should grant
summary judgment for Chattanooga Publishing on each of the two counts in its
December 15, 2022 Complaint (the “Complaint”) to enforce the Tennessee Open
Meetings Act, Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 8-44-101 to 8-44-201 (the “OMA”) because there is
no‘ genuine issue as to any material fact and Chattanooga Publishing is entitled to
judgment as a matter of law.

1. Chattanooga Publishing is a Tennessee corporation with its principal
place of business in Chattanooga and it therefore has standing to bring this action.
SUMF 9 1.

2 As alleged in Claim I of Plaintiff's Complaint, Defendants violated the
- Open Meetings Act because a committee of the Chattanooga City Council convened

or held informal assemblages to decide and deliberate public business in

circumvention of the express requirements and spirit of the OMA and those meetings
were not properly noticed, open to the public, or had recorded meeting minutes.
Compl. 9 64-74; Tenn. Code Ann. § 8-44-102, -103, -104(a).

3. Each separate occurrence of a meeting not held in accordance with [the

Open Meetings Act] constitutes a separate violation.” Tenn. Code Ann. § 8-44-106(c).



4. The Chattanooga City Charter requires the City Council to “reorganize
and adjust by ordinance” the boundaries of the districts currently established every
ten years, following publication of the United States Census. SUMF q 21.

5. On September 21, 2021, the Chair of the Chattanooga City Council
appointed a four-person ad hoc committee, the “Redistricting Committee,” which he
“tasked” with “gather[ing] some data” and “look[ing] at some options for what a
redistricting map should look like.” SUMF ¢ 27.

6. The Redistrictiﬁg Committee constituted a “governing body of a public
body” as that term is defined in the Open Meetings Act. SUMF 9§ 5; Tenn Code Ann.
§ 8-44-102(Db).

7. The Redistricting Committee convened on September 30, 2021,
December 9, 2021, and February 15, 2022. SUMF ¢ 30.

8. These three convenings were not open to the public, the public was not
notified in advance of the convenings, and minutes were not kept. SUMF {9 31, 32.

9. On September 30, 2021, the Redistricting Committee decided on a set of
guidelines for redistricting. SUMF 99 41, 42, 43.

10. On December 9, 2021, the Redistricting Committee decided that each
individual councilmember would meet with City Staff prior to thé full City Council
discussing proposed redistricting boundaries in open session. SUMF §§ 55, 56.

11. On February 15, 2022, the Redistricting Committee decided that the full

City Council should consider a newly developed redistricting map. SUMF 9 93, 94.



12. The Redistricting Committee’s convenings were deliberative because
they deliberated toward the process-level decisions described hereinabove. Neese v.
Paris Special Sch. Dist., 813 S.W.2d 432, 435 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1990); see also Mayor
& City Council & City of Columbus v. Com. Dispaich, 234 So.3d 1236, 1237 (Miss.
2017); Grein v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. of Fremont, 343 N.W.2d 718, 722 (Neb. 1984).

13.  The Redistricting Committee’s convenings were deliberative because its ,
members examined and considered two proposed maps, the “December 9, 2021
Proposed Map,” SUMF 99 50, 51, and the “February 15, 2022 Proposed Map,” SUMF
9 90. Neese, 813 S.W.2d at 435.

14.  The Redistricting Committee’s convenings were deliberative because its
members xeceived information that informed their deliberations and process-level
decision-making. SUMF 37-39, 45, 50-51, 90-92. Johnson v. Neb. Env’t Control
Council, 509 N.W.2d 21, 32 (Neb. Ct. App. 1993) (citation omitted); State ex rel.
Newspapers v. Showers, 398 N.W.2d 154, lél (Wis. 1987).

15. The Redistﬁcting Committee’s convenings constituted “meetings” under
the Open Meetings Act because it was a “governing body of a public body” that
engaged in decision-making and deliberated toward decisions during those
convenings. Tenn. Code § 8-44-102(b)(2). These meetings failed to comply with the
notice, openness, and minute keeping requirements of the Open Meetings Act. Tenn.
Code Ann. § 8-44-102(a), -103, -104(a). They were also used to decide public business

in circumvention of the spirit of the Open Meetings Act. Tenn. Code Ann. § 8-44-



102(c). As such, Chattanooga Publishing is entitled to judgement as a matter of law
on Count I of the Complaint.

16.  As alleged in Claim II of Plaintiff's Complaint, Defendants also violated
the Open Meetings Act because they circumvented the requirements and spirit of that
statute by holding a series of nieetings, calls, and emails between individual City
Council members and members of the City staff. Compl. 9 72-78; Tenn Code Ann.
§ 8-44;102; State ex rel. Matthews v. Shelby Cnity. Bd. of Comm’rs, 1990 WL 29276, at
*5 (Tenn. Ct. App. Mar. 21, 1990); see also Harris v. City of Fort Smith, 359 Ark. 355,
360 (2004); State ex rel. Cincinnati Post v. Cincinnati, 668 N.E.2d 903, 906 (Ohio
1996); Blackford v. Sch. Bd. of Orange Cnty., 375 So. 2d 578, 579 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App.
1979).

17. The following discussions about redistricting took 4place between

individual City Council members and City Staff at the direction of the Redistricting

Committee:
December 14, 2021 Councilmember Ken Smith (Dist. 3). SUMF 9 58.
January 11 or 14, 2022 Councilmember Chip Henderson (Dist. 1). SUMF 9 60.
January 11, 2022 Councilmember Darrin Ledford (Dist. 4). SUMF 9 66.
January 18, 2022 Councilmember Jenny Hill (Dist. 2). SUMF 9 68.
February 3, 2622 Councilmember Demetrus Cooonrod (Dist. 9). SUMF q 72.
February 10, 2022 Councilmember Demetrus Coonrod (Dist. 9). SUMF q 76.
January - February Councilmember Raquetta Dotley (Dist. 7). SUMF 9 81.
2022, precise date not
recalled




January - February Councilmember Carol Berz (Dist. 6). SUMF 9 83.

2022, precise date not

recalled

February 17, 2022 Councilmember Demetrus Coonrod (Dist. 9). SUMF § 95.
March 28, 2022 Councilmember Marvene Noel (Dist. 8). SUMF 9 107.
April 13, 2022 Councilmember Marvene Noel (Dist. 8). SUMF § 109.
April 19, 2022 Councilmember Demetrus Coonrod (Dist. 9). SUMF § 113.

18. These discussions were not properly noticed, open to the public, or
recorded in meeting minutes. SUMF 9§ 57; Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 8-44-102(a), 103,
104(a).

19.  The City Council reached an initial consensus set of boundaries through
the private discussions held before March 1, 2022, that it presented to the public on
that date. SUMF 99 55-90, 100-102, 104.

20. The December 9, 2021 Proposed Map was amended based on
Councilmember Henderson’s January 11 or January 14 discussion with City Staff.

SUMF 99 60-64.

21. The December 9, 2021 Proposed Map was amended based on
Councilmember Hill's January 18, 2022 discussion with City Staff. SUMF 99 68-71.

22, The December 9, 2021 Proposed Map was amended based on
Councilmember Coonrod’s February 3 and February 10, 2022 discussions with City
Staff. SUMF 99 72-80.

23. The February 15, 2022 Proposed Map was amended based on
Councilmember Coonrod’s February 17, 2022 discussion with City Staff. SUMF

19 95, 96.



24. The March | 1, 2022 Proposed Map was amended based on
Councilmember Noel’s decision in her April 14, 2022 discussion with City Staff.
SUMF 9§ 110-112, 115, 117; Johnston, 320 S.W.3d at 310-11; see also White v. King,
60 N.E.3d 1234 (Ohio 2016).

25.  The City Council circumvented the spirit of the Open Meetings Act by
reaching a consensus set of boundaries through individual discussions during the
period between December 9, 2021, and March 9, 2022. In addition, decisions were
made by individual City Councilmembers in individual discussions during the period
between December 9, 2021, and April 14, 2022, that resulted in changes to proposed
redistricting maps, again in circumvention of the spirit of the Open Meetings Act.
Tenn. Code Ann. § 8-44-102(c). As such, Chattanooga Publishing is entitled to

judgement as a matter of law on Count II of the Complaint.

WHEREFORE, this Court should grant summary judgment in favor of
Chattanooga Publishing and order the relief requested in Chattanooga Publishing’s

Complaint. Compl. 99 A-E.

Dated: November 6, 2024

ResW submitted,

Paul R. McAdoo

Tennessee BPR No. 034066

THE REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

6688 Nolensville Rd., Ste. 108-20
Brentwood, TN 37027

Phone: 615.823.3633




Facsimile: 202.795.9310
pmcadoo@rcefp.ore

and

Lin Weeks

THE REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

1156 15th Street, NW, Suite 1020
Washington, D.C. 20005

Phone: 202.800.3533

Facsimile: 202.795.9310
Iweeks@rcip.org

Counsel for Chatianooga Publishing



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on November 6, 2024, a true and correct copy of

the foregoing was served by email, as agreed by the parties, on:

Phillip A. Noblett

City Attorney

Kathryn C. McDonald
Assistant City Attorney

100 E. 11th Street, Suite 200
Chattanooga, TN 37402
pnoblett@chattanooga.gov
kmecdonald@chattanooga.gov

Sam D. Elliot

GEARHISER, PETERS, ELLIOTT & CANNON, PLLC
320 McCallie Avenue

Chattanooga, TN 37402
selliott@gearhiserpeters.com

Attorneys for Defendants

AW o b

Counsel for Chattanooga Publishing
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
AT CHATTANOOGA

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,

V.

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City

Counecil,
No.22-0902
and
Part I
Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith,
Darrin Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B.
Berz, Raquetta Dotley, Marvene Noel,
and Demetrus Coonrod, in their official
capacity as members of the Chattanooga
City Counecil,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF PAUL R. MCADOO
IN SUPPORT OF SUMMARY JUDGMENT

I, Paul R. McAdoo, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am counsel for Plaintiff Chattanooga Publishing Company
(“Chattanooga Publishing”) in this action. I submit this declaration pursuant to
Tenn. R. Civ. P. 56.06 in support of Plaintiffs Motion for Summary Judgment, filed
concurrently with this declaration.

2 Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of City of Chattanooga Chafter
Section 8.9. I obtained Exhibit 1 by starting on the City of Chattanooga’s official

website’s page for the City Code: https://chattanooga.gov/stay-informed/city-code. On




‘that page, the City of Chattanooga provides a link to MuniCode’s website, which I
clicked on before locating and printing Section 8.9 from MuniCode’s website.

Exhibit 1 can be found at: https:/library.municode.com/tn/chattancogalcodes/code o

f ordinances?nodeld=TIT8DIPO CI—HLE S8.9RE.
3. Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of a September 16, 2021 U.S. Census

Bureau press release from its official website and is available at: https:/www.censu

s.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/2020-census-redistricting-data-easier-to-use-

format.html.

4. Exhibit 3 is a true and Correct' copy of excerpts from the deposition
transeript of Defendant/Councilmember Dr. Carol Berz, including a copy of the
certification of the officer taking the deposition and title page as required by Tenn. R.
Civ. P. 43.04.

5. Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the deposition
transcript of Andrew Sevigny, including a copy of the certification of the officer taking

the deposition and title page as required by Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04.

6. Pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04(3), Exhibit 5 is a composite exhibit
comprised of Chattanooga Publishing’s First Request for Production and Defendants’
Response to Plaintiff's First Requests for Production.

% Exhibit 6 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000123-000124. Exhibit 6 is an email string

from Chris Anderson to Joda Thongnopnua dated March 8, 2022. Exhibit 6 was



marked as Exhibit R to Mr. Anderson’s deposition and Exhibit 4 to Mr. Sevigny’s
deposition.

8. Exhibit 7 is the City of Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s
responses to Chattanooga Publishing’s First Set of Interrogatories, including,
pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04(2), a copy of the signature of the responding party
or attorney.

9. Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the deposition
transcript of Chris Anderson, including a copy of the certiﬁcation of the officer taking
the deposition and title page as required by Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04.

10. Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery without Bates labeling. Exhibit 9 is a presentation titled
“Redistricting Data.” Exhibit 9 was marked as Exhibit C to Mr. Anderson’s
deposition, Exhibit 3 to Councilperson Dotley’s deposition, Exhibit 8 to Mzr. Sevigny’s
deposition, and Exhibit 8 to Councilmember Berz’s deposition.

11. Exhibit 10 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by

Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000195. Exhibit 10 is an email string from
Councﬂmerﬁber Berz to Councilmember Smith dated October 4, 2021. Exhibit 10 was
also marked as Exhibit 7 to Councilmember Berz’s deposition.

12. Exhibit 11 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000209. Exhibit 11 is an email string from
Councilmember Berz to Dr. Everlena Holmes, among others, dated March 17, 2022.

Exhibit 11 was also marked as Exhibit 16 to Councilmember Berz’s deposition.



Exhibit 11 is also a part of a larger email string that was marked as Exhibit S to Mr.
Anderson’s deposition.

13. Exhibit 12 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000051-000064. Exhibit 12 is the minutes for
the City Council’s November 9, 2021 Meeting.

14.  Exhibit 13 is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the deposition
transcript of Councilmember Dotley, including a copy of the certification of the officer
taking the deposition and title page as required by Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04.

15. Exhibit 14 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery without Bates labeling. Exhibit 14 1is a presentation titled
“Redistricting 12/9/21.” Exhibit 14 was also marked as Exhibit F to Mr. Anderson’s
deposition, Exhibit 4 to Councilmember Dotley’s deposition, and Exhibit 11 to Mr.
Sevigny’s deposition.

16. Exhibit 15 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery without Bates labeling. Exhibit 14 is a presentation titled
“City Council of Chattanooga Redistricting Presented on 4/12/22.” Exhibit 15 was
also marked as Exhibit V to Mr. Anderson’s deposition.

17. Exhibit 16 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000199. Exhibit 16 is an email from
Councilmember Berz to Councilmember Henderson dated December 9, 2021. Exhibit

16 was also marked as Exhibit 9 to Councilmember Berz’s deposition.



18. Exhibit 17 is Councilmember Smith’s responses to Chattanooga
Publishing’s First Set of Interrogatories to Councilmember Smith, including,
pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04(2), a copy of the signature of the responding party
or attorney.

19. Exhibit 18 is Councilmember Henderson’s responses to Chattanooga
Publishing’s First Set of Iﬁterrogatories to Councilmember Henderson, including,
pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04(2), a copy of the signature of the responding party
or attorney.

20. Exhibit 19 is a true and correct copy lof excerpts from the deposition
transcript of Councilmember Henderson, including a copy of the certification of the
officer taking the deposition and title page as required by Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04.

21. Exhibit 20 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery without Bates labeling. Exhibit 20 is a presentation titled
“City Council of Chattanooga Redistricting Presented 3/1/22.” Exhibit 20 was also

marked as Exhibit Q to Mr. Anderson’s deposition, Exhibit G to Councilmember
Coonrod’s deposition, Exhibit 7 to Councilmember Dotley’s deposition, and Exhibit
12 to Councilmember Berz’s deposition.

22.  Exhibit 21 is Councilmember Ledford’s responses to Chattanooga
- Publishing’s First Set of Interrogatories to Councilmember Ledford, including,
pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04(2), a copy of the signature of the responding party

or attorney.



23. Exhibit 22 is Councilmember Hill’'s responses to Chattanooga
Publishing’s First Set of Interrogatories to Councilmember Hill, including, pursuant
to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04(2), a copy of the signature of the responding party or
attorney.

24. Exhibit 23 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000863. Exhibit 23 is a series of short messages
from Andrew Sevigny to Chris Anderson dated January 19, 2022. Exhibit 23 was
also marked as Exhibit 15 to Mr. Sevigny’s deposition.

25. Exhibit 24 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery without Bates labeling. Exhibit 24 is a presentation titled
“Redistricting 2/15/22.” Exhibit 24 was also marked as Exhibit O to Mr. Anderson’s
deposition, Exhibit 6 to Councilmember Hester’s deposition, and Exhibit 10 to
Councilmember Berz's deposition.

26. Exhibit 25 is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the deposition

transcript of Councilmember Coonrod, including a copy of the certification of the

officer taking the deposition and the title page as required by Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04.
27. Exhibit 26 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000025-000026. Exhibit 26 is the minutes of
the City Council’s February 15, 2022 Agenda Session. Exhibit 26 was also marked
as Exhibit 11 to Councilmember Berz's deposition.
28. Exhibit 27 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by

Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 445. Exhibit 27 is a recap of the City Council’s



Strategic Planning session on March 1, 2022. Exhibit 27 was also marked as Exhibit
13 to Councilmember Berz’'s deposition.

29. Exhibit 28 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000003-000004. Exhibit 28 is the minutes of
the City Council’s March 1, 2022 Agenda Session. Exhibit 28 was also marked as
Exhibit 14 to Councilmember Berz's deposition.

30. Exhibit 29 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000019-000024. Exhibit 29 is the minutes of
the March 29, 2022 City Council meeting.

31. Exhibit 30 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by
Defendants in discovery as Bates No. 000391-000393. Exhibit 30 is an email from
Andrew Sevigny to Councilmember Noel on April 14, 2022 that Councilmember Noel
forwarded to Councilmember Dotley on April 19, 2022, including the email’s two
attachments. Exhibit 30 was also marked as Exhibit W to Mr. Anderson’s deposition,

and Exhibit 3 to Councilmember Noel’s deposition. The original email in Exhibit 30

from Mr. Sevigny to Councilmember Noel, but without the forwarded portion, was
marked as Exhibit 20 to Mr. Sevigny’s deposition.

32.  Exhibit 31 is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the deposition
transcript of Councilmember Noel, including a copy of the certification of the officer

taking the deposition and title page as required by Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04.



33.  Exhibit 32 is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the deposition
transcript of Councilmember Hester, including a copy of the certification of the officer
taking the deposition and title page as required by Tenn. R. Civ. P. 43.04.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of Tennessee that the

PER ot

Paul R. McAdoo

foregoing is true and correct.

ML

ay of November, 2024
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Sec. 8.9. - Redistricting.

Following publication of each new official decennial federal census, the council shall reorganize and adjust by
ordinance the boundaries of the districts currently established. The council's reorganization and adjustment of the
district boundaries shall be completed no later than one (1) year prior to the next city election; provided, however, that
the council shall have not less than six (6) calendar months within which to reorganize the districts. The adjusted
districts shall be as equal in population as practicable. Such reorganization and adjustment of district boundaries shall

not affect the qualifications of any council member to fulfill his or her remaining unexpired term.

(Ord. No. 11272, § 1, 5-2-02)
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2= An official website of the United States government Here’s how you know

For Inmediate Release: Thursday, September 16, 2021

Census Bureau Delivers
2020 Census Redistricting
Data in Easier-to-Use
Format

September 16, 2021
Press Release Number: CB21-CN.63

SEPT. 16, 2021 — The U.S. Census Bureau today
released the 2020 Census Redistricting Data
(Public Law 94-171) Summary File
[https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/decennial-census/about/rdo/summary-
files.html] to states and the public in an easier-to-
use format.

These data are now available on data.census.gov
[https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?
g=redistricting] . They are identical to those
released Aug. 12
[https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-
releases/2021/population-changes-nations-
diversity.html] on the Census Bureau'’s FTP site and
in various data visualizations.

The Census Bureau has also delivered to states an
easy-to-use toolkit of DVDs and flash drives with
integrated browsing software to use in redrawing
their congressional and state legislative district
boundaries.

Topics in both formats include 2020 Census
population counts by race, Hispanic origin, voting
age and housing unit data for counties, places,
census tracts and blocks.

“We are excited to be able to provide these data to
the public in a format that's easier to use,” said
acting Census Bureau Director Ron Jarmin.

Data users can now access redistricting data with
demographic information for cities and towns
without downloading the FTP files.

Contact

Kristina Barrett

Public Information
Office

301-763-3030 or
877-861-2010 (U.S. and
Canada only)
pio@census.gov

Related Information

[/ rggswsroom/

Rits/2021/20

20-census-
edistricting.
tmil

o
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America’s Composition of Cities:
Change Since 2010

The nation’s composition remains a mix of big
cities and small cities. Only 4.1% (787) of all U.S.
cities had a population of 50,000 or more in 2020.
On the other hand, of the 19,320 cities in the United
States that were incorporated in both 2010 and
2020, around 75.5% (14,591) had fewer than 5,000
people as of April 1,2020.

Overall, large cities with 2020 populations of
50,000 or more grew at a faster pace in the South
than in any other region. Since the 2010 Census,
the population living in large cities in the South
increased by 12.3%. In comparison, the population
living in large cities in the West grew by 10.4%,
while those in the Northeast and Midwest grew by
6.8% and 4.8%, respectively.

On average, the population living in small cities —
those with fewer than 5,000 people in 2020 — has
had slow or negative growth from 2010 to 2020:

o Western small cities saw growth with an increase of 1.4%.
e Southern small cities declined by 0.3%.
e Midwestern small cities declined by 0.9%.

¢ Northeastern small cities declined by 1.9%.

Cities that were incorporated in 2010 and 2020
with a 2020 population of 50,000 or more
[/content/dam/Census/newsroom/press-
kits/2021/redistricting/places-population-2010-to-
2020.xIsx] (Excel) contained 129.2 million people
out of the nation’s 331.4 million. Of all the people
who live in incorporated places, 62.2% live in these
big cities.

Accessing Statistics on
Data.census.gov

This is the first 2020 Census data release available
on the Census Bureau’s data dissemination
platform, data.census.gov [//data.census.gov/] .
The site allows data users to search geographies
down to the block level and access data through
tables, maps and downloads. Data users can also
access a geography, such as a state, county or
place, in a geographic profile with visualizations
and infographics to provide an overview on a
specific area.

Features of data.census.gov include:

Is this page helpful?
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» Data tables: Users can select geographies, sort by topic, or
add any other applicable filters. Data can be reordered,
pinned, and hidden with drag and drop functionality.
Included are the following tables:

e P1.Race

e P2. Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by
Race

e P3. Race for the Population 18 Years and Over

e P4, Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by
Race for the Population 18 Years and Over

e P5. Group Quarters Population by Major Group Quarters
Type
e H1. Occupancy Status

e Mapping: Data users can display data across collections of
geographies in a thematic map for a more visual
representation.

e Data downloads: Users can download multiple tables for
2020 and 2010 censuses at the same time for easier
reference.

Instructional videos on accessing 2020 Census
redistricting data are available on the
data.census.gov resources page
[https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-
census-gov/decennial-census.html] and include
videos on accessing population counts, census
blocks, mapping geographies, customizing the
table view, and comparing 2020 and 2010 census
data. Additional tutorials and materials on how to
access data on data.census.gov, including a
webinar scheduled Sept. 21
[https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars
/2021/2020-census-redistricting-data-and-how-to-
find-it-on-data-census-gov.html] , are available on
Census Academy
[https://www.census.gov/data/academy/topics/20
20-census.html] .

Additional information about the Redistricting Data
Program, including data visualizations for the
nation, state, county and
metropolitan/micropolitan statistical areas is
available in the 2020 Census Redistricting Files
Press Kit
[https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-
kits/2021/2020-census-redistricting.html] . More
information on the redistricting data program is
also available on the 2020 Census P.L. 94-171
Redistricting Data Summary Files
[https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/decennial-census/about/rdo.html]
webpage.
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Page 5 Page 7
1 E X H I B | T S 1 * * %
2 (conti nued) 2 CAROL BERZ,
j Exhibit No. 15 Pa;’: 3 was called as a witness, and after having been duly
E-mail string, Subject: City of 4 sworn, testified as follows:
5 Chatt anooga Redi stricting Questions 5
Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP 6 EXAMlNAT|ON
o e s - . 7 BY MR. MGADOO:
E-mai | string, Subject: Mnutes of the 8 Q Would you, pleasev state your full name?
8 meetings held by the Redistricting 9 A. Carol Barnett Berz.
Conmi t t ee 10 Q. Have you ever been deposed before?
° Bates Nos. Qty's Responses to RFP 11 A. I'mtrying to think. | don't think so.
” 07/17/ 2023 000209 12 Q. Okay. | know you're an attorney, correct?
1 13 A.  Well, let's put it this way. I'm a
12 14 recovering one. | train mediators for the
13 15 Supreme Court.
14 16 Q. Okay. You're going to be familiar with a
” 17 lot of things | probably am about to say, but
17 18 bear with me if you don't mind.
18 19 Even though we're in an informal setting,
19 20 this is a formal legal proceeding. Do you
20 21 understand that you're obligated to answer my
> 22 questions fully and truthfully just as though you
23 23 were testifying before a judge in a courtroom?
24 24 A. Yes, | do understand.
25 25 Q. Okay. Some basic ground rules. Again,
Page 6 Page 8
! 1 things that I'm pretty sure you know, but | want
2 sTHPULATIONS 2 to it say just in case. Please wait until
3 3 I finish asking a question to answer it, and |
4 4 will do my best to wait for your full answer
5 The deposition of CAROL BERZ was taken by 5 before | ask my next question.
6 counsel for the Plaintiff, by Notice, at the 6 Please answer clearly and audibly so that
7 offices of the Gty of Chattanooga, 1000 Lindsay 7 the court reporter can take down your response.
8 Street, JB Collins Meeting Room Chattanooga, 8 Please don't just nod your head or shake your
9 Tennessee, on Cctober 5, 2023, for all purposes 9 head, for example.
10 under the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure. 10 If you don-t understand a question, please
1 Al formalities as to caption, notice, 11 let me know, and | will do my best to rephrase it
12 statement of appearance, et cetera, are vaived. 12 in a way that is hopefully easier to understand.
13 Al objections, except as to the formof the 13 If you need a break at any point, please
14 question, are reserved to the hearing, and that 14 Iet me know. We'd jUSt ask that you flnISh
15 said deposition may be read and used in evidence in 15 answering the question that is before yOU at that
16 said cause of action in any trial thereon or any 16 time, and we'll see what we can do.
17 proceeding herein. 17 You are hopefully familiar with the way
18 It i's agreed that MELISSA M SMTH RPR, 18 objections work in depositions.
19 Licensed Court Reporter for the State of Tennessee, 19 MR MCADOO Sam, are yOU going to be
20 may swear the witness, and that the reading and 20 the one?
21 signing of the conpleted deposition by the w tness 21 MR. ELLIOTT YES.
22 was not discussed. 22 BY MR MCADOO
23 23 Q. He may object to a question that | ask,
24 24 but unless he objects on the grounds of privilege
2 1 25 you're still expected to answer.
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE S..
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Page 15

1 mayor's office, the IT people, the people that -- 1 operation can't draw plans. It's got to be the
2 Chris Anderson was chairing it -- I'm sure you've 2 full council that draws the plans, and so | --
3 already deposed him -- to learn about the 3 that's the only thing | discussed with him.
4 process. And each one of us represented 4 | said Chip, "You know a committee can't
5 different areas of the community. And to learn 5 meet and make decisions and this sort of thing.
6 about the process and then we would meet as a 6 What we can do is get educated and then bring
7 committee as a whole back in the main assembly 7 everything back to Council." And he said,
8 room and do whatever decision-making needed to 8 "Okay."
9 happen. 9 Q. Can committees of the City Council make
10 So it was a pretty loose charge, and none 10 recommendations to Council, to the Council as a
11 of us were really playing with full information, 11 whole?
12 so that's what the charge was. 12 A. Notreally. Not really.
13 Q. Okay. You mentioned earlier the guide 13 What happens is that -- you're familiar
14 from the State about redistricting, correct? 14 with our strategic planning meetings that we
15 A. Right. 15 have?
16 Q. Did you review that document? 16 Q. lam.
17 A. Oh, God. Not totally. 17 A. Allright. So every committee acts as a
18 Wait a minute. Did I review it myself -- 18 committee of the whole, so there's not a
19 Q. Yes. 19 committee that behaves alone. So in strategic
20 A. --ordid wereview it in our education 20 planning, | may -- | think committee chair for
21 sessions? 21 the way our council works is -- "point person" is
22 Q. Have you read that document? 22 abetter word for that. And so the point
23 MR. ELLIOTT: At any point in time? 23 person -- | chair the budget, and as the point
24 MR. McADOO: At any point in time. 24 person | can bring information to the Council and
25 THE WITNESS: Yeah. A hundred years 25 I can recommend what | think a process should be.
Page 14 Page 16
1 ago, yeah. 1 Q. Soon the -- who serves on the Budget
2 MR. McADOO: Mark this as Exhibit 1, 2 Committee?
3 please. 3 A. The council as awhole.
4 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 4 Q. Everyone?
5 Exhibit Number 1.) 5 A. Yes. Every committee is a committee of
6 BY MR. McADOO: 6 the whole.
7 Q. Could you please take a look at this and 7 Q. Then why was the Ad hoc Redistricting
8 tell me what this is? 8 Committee just a committee of four?
9 A. Areyou talking to me? 9 A. Ihavenoidea. And that's what
10 Q. Yes. 10 | questioned. That's why | read that.
11 A. Look at what? 11 The first thing we were supposed to do is
12 Q. Look at this document, take your time, 12 go meet with Chris Anderson and have an education
13 review and, let me know, do you recognize this? 13 session. And we did. | mean, there was nothing
14 A. Ithink I've seen it before, but -- sure. 14 to make a decision on.
15 Q. Okay. What do you think it is? 15 And -- but I'm glad you brought this up
16 A. A guide to local redistricting. 16 because that's exactly -- we can't make
17 Q. Okay. Are these steps that you reviewed 17 decisions.
18 as part of your role on the Redistricting 18 Q. So this first step on Exhibit 1 where it
19 Committee? 19 says "Appoint a Redistricting Committee to draw
20 A. No. ljustlooked at the reason for us 20 plans,” that's what the Redistricting
21 even existing, because | talked with Chip about | 21 Committee's --
22 that. And it was just appoint a Redistricting 22 A. We were never told to draw plans. It was
23 Committee to draw up plans. 23 a Redistricting Committee, which is very common
24 And the reason | talked with him about it 24 practice in our council, the way our council
25 is because the Redistricting Committee in our 25 works.
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE 13..16
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Q. Okay. When was the first meeting -- you

1
2 mentioned a minute ago that you -- the Ad hoc

3 Redistricting Committee met with Chris Anderson?

4 A. Well, it wasn't a meeting. | called no

5 meetings. Chris called -- | ended up being kind

6 of useless. Chris called an education session.

7 It was in August or September. This was right

8 after Chip had appointed us.

9 And we learned what redistricting was

10 supposed to be. The IT people showed us the maps
11 from -- everything was from the State. Showed us
12 the maps of what was -- the State was using, told

13 us the basic rules for redistricting. You know,

14 you take 180,000, divide it by nine, and then

15 it's plus or minus whatever.

16 And it's all the stuff that was presented

17 in Open Meetings subsequently.

Page 19
1 us ready for our task, | am setting up" -- and
2 that"I" is you, correct?
3 A. Yes, correct.
4 Q. --'"setting up several education sessions
5 with the mayor's staff just for us to get up to
6 speed before we make any presentation to the
7 entire Council."
8
9

A. Uh-huh.
Q. Isthat an accurate statement?
10 A. ltis.

11 Q. So sounds like, then, you are the one that

12 asked Chris to set up the meeting?

13 A. No. No. Chris asked me. He said, "When
14 do you want to set up the meetings?" And | said,
15 "I will send an e-mail and set it up with the

16 other folks."

17 And that's what this is, and Chris was

A. Okay. (Reviews document.)
Yes. What's your question?
Q. Yes. So a minute ago -- are you familiar

18 Q. Let's talk about a little more about how 18 calling the shots on those.
19 that process started. 19 Q. Chris was calling the shots on this?
20 MR. McADOO: Let's mark that as 20 A. Yeah.
21 Exhibit 2. 21 Q. So this was a process that was driven by
22 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 22 the mayor's staff?
23 Exhibit Number 2.) 23 A.  Yes.
24 BY MR. McADOQO: 24 Q. The redistricting process?
25 Q. Ifyou could, please take a look. Take 25 A.  Yes.
Page 18 Page 20
1 your time, as much time as you need to read it. 1 Q. Okay. Let's diginto that a little bit
2 Obviously, this is pretty short. 2 more, then.
3 A. Yeah. You know what? Can | get my 3 A.  Well, let me -- you said "was driven by
4 glasses? | left them. 4 the mayor's staff." They educated us. The only
5 Q. Sure. 5 meetings that we had were on the third floor of
6 (Respite.) 6 the mayor's office, and they were Chris
7
8
9

10 with this document?

11 A. Yeah. It's mine. Yes.

12 Q. Yeah. You sent this e-mail?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Okay. A minute ago you testified that

15 Chris Anderson is the one that scheduled the
16 meetings?

17 A. Uh-huh.

18 Q. Butthis e-mail says -- appears to be it's
19 from you to Councilman Dotley, Councilman Smith,
Isiah Hester, and then copies Chair Henderson.
21 A. Sure. |Ishould have added the phrase
"after meeting with Chris."

23 He did all of that. Forgive me.

24 | answered too quickly.

25 Q. It'sokay. Soitsays: "In orderto get

7 Anderson's meetings to educate us.

8 Q. Butthey were gatherings of the

9 Redistricting Committee, correct?

10 A. Well, yeah, we had to go in the same place
11 to get the education.

12 Q. Right.

13 A. We were using the big screen in the

14 mayor's office. Yes, we all were in the same

15 room on the third floor. It was Chris's meeting,
16 and he did a great job of educating us as to the
17 process.

18 Q. Soyou're saying it's Chris's meeting, but

19 it was a meeting of the Redistricting Committee,

20 correct?

21 A. It was a meeting that Chris called of the

22 folks that Chip had appointed to get us educated.
23 Q. Was there a presentation of the first

24 meeting, this meeting that occurred with the

25 mayor's staff, Chris Anderson, and Andrew Sevigny

Lexitas -
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Page 21
1 among the others? Was there a presentation at

2 it?

3 A. There was.

4 MR. McADOO: Please mark this as

5 Exhibit 3.

6 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked

7 Exhibit Number 3.)

8 BY MR. McADOO:

9 Q. Couldyou please take a look at this

10 document. And then, when you're done, please let
11 me know.

12 A. Sure. | remember this, yes.

13 Q. Was this the presentation that was given

14 at the first gathering of the Redistricting

15 Committee?

16 A. Yes,itwas. Yes. This was basic, yeah.

17 What's missing is the IT. Andrew showed us the
18 various maps and how they worked and how the
19 tools to worked.

20 Q. And those were not in the presentation,

21 but you saw maps at the first meeting of the

22 Redistricting Committee?

Page 23
stuff in maps. They were not specific to any

1
2 particular thing. The maps -- State program is
3 amazing. And so it was able to overlay. So we
4 were shown how it works.

5 Q. Okay. On the last page of Exhibit 3, it

6 shows a couple of community input tools, at least
7 that's what it says at the top.

8 Districter and Representable, did you ever

9 do anything with either of these applications?

10 A. No. No.
11 Q. Okay. Great.
12 So this was the presentation at the first

13 meeting of the Redistricting Committee, correct,

14 Exhibit 3?

15 A. Yes. The public meeting. This is what

16 was shown here to us and was shown in the public
17 meeting.

18 Q. Isityour testimony that this document --

19 exact document was presented to the public?

20 A. Idon't have my file with me, but | can

21 tell you that this, without this page that I've

22 never seen before, was shown to Council.

23 A. No. We saw what the State -- well, there 23 Q. Which page have you never seen before of

24 were maps included, not of -- it was how the 24 Exhibit 3?

25 State's process works. 25 A. Thelast page. I don't know what that is.
Page 22 Page 24

1 Q. Ifwelookon page -- sorry. These are 1 Q. Okay.

2 not paginated. The fourth page, do those -- 2 A. However, we did show -- Chris did. He

3 A. Itsays "dataused"? 3 showed the requirements, the required steps, the

4 Q. No. I'msorry. It's required steps from 4 data used -- 1 don't know whether or not there

5 State guide for counties. 5 was a map -- and the current council districts

6 A. Okay. 6 with the 2020 population.

7 Q. Arethose same steps as in Exhibit 1 from 7 Q. The first Redistricting Committee meeting

8 the State guide? 8 where you saw this presentation was not open to

9 A. [I'vegotto tell you -- and | only paid 9 the public, was it?

10 attention to that first one. | can't imagine 10 A. No.

11 that they wouldn't be, but | can't swear that 11 Q. Was there any public --

12 they are exactly the same. 12 A. Imean, ldon't know. It wasn't my

13 Q. Could you compare the two right now? 13 meeting. It was Chris's meeting.

14 A. Sure. (Reviews document.) 14 Q. Butyou were there?

15 It's worded a little differently. 15 A. Yeah. Our City attorney was there, we

16 Q. Isthe gist the same? 16 were there, the data people. And it was Chris's

17 A. Isthe what? 17 meeting, so, to my knowledge, there were no other

18 Q. Gist the same. 18 members of the public.

19 A. limagine so. 19 Q. You keep labeling it "Chris's meeting."

20 Q. Youimagine so? 20 A. Well, they were --

21 A. Yeah. 21 Q. Please let me finish.

22 Q. Okay. Soyou were shown maps that are not | 22 A. I'm sorry.

23 found in Exhibit 3, is that correct, in the first 23 Q. Thankyou. | appreciate it.

meeting of the Redistricting Committee?
25 A.  We were shown how the State processes

24 It was a gathering of the Redistricting
25 Committee, correct?

Lexitas -
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Page 37
1 there's discussion that says August of 2021 is
2 when the process began.
3 MR. ELLIOTT: Okay.
4 MR. McADOO: And then, yeah, the
5 conclusion of the process in May. Thanks, Sam.
6 BY MR. McADOO:
7 Q. So at this point what you recall is you
8 had a September 30th meeting with Chris Anderson
9

oNO O~ WNPRE

Page 39
Q. Itwas still a gathering of the
Redistricting Committee members, correct?
A. ltwas. It was gathered. Chris gathered
the Redistricting Committee members and the City
attorney to give us the information you have.
Q. The presentation that we --
A. Yes. Yes. And | said to Chris at the
time, | said, "Look, Chris, this is all very

and the other members of the Redistricting 9 interesting. Council has to make all these
10 Committee, at which time you were given the 10 decisions. | think that what you need to do is
11 presentation that we've -- I've shown you? 11 disrupt things as little as possible when you
12 A. That went to the Council, yeah. 12 make the presentation to Council."
13 Q. The one that I've shown you? 13 That's what that is about.
14 A. Yes. 14 Q. And so you decided that as chair of the
15 Q. And let me -- let's backtrack a little 15 Redistricting Committee?
16 bit. 16 A. Yeah. I made the decision that we
17 Just a little bit. We're going to go back 17 would -- excuse me, not we. That Council's
18 to the beginning of October. 18 districts should be disrupted as little as
19 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 19 possible.
20 Exhibit Number 7.) 20 Q. And did Ms. Dotley agree with that
21 BY MR. McADOQO: 21 decision?
22 Q. So the court reporter has now handed you 22 A. There was no discussion. | don't know.
23 Exhibit 7. Take a look at it, and then let me 23 I didn't ask her.
24 know when you're ready. 24 Q. But she didn't object at the
25 A. (Reviews document.) Yes. What's your 25 September 30th meeting to that --

Page 38 Page 40
1 question? 1 A. Itwasn't even adiscussion. It was Chris
2 Q. Yes. 2 presenting the information, as I've told you,
3 A. AndIldid send this. 3 them presenting the various ways the State looked
4 Q. Okay. You recognize this document, then? 4 atinformation, them presenting the various
5 A. Sure. 5 physical boundaries that Chattanooga has.
6 Q. Anditis an e-mail string with 6 And | do remember saying, "Well, you know
7 Councilperson Ledford, Councilman Smith, and 7 what? Council has to make the final decision,
8 yourself, correct? 8 but I think you probably should disrupt things as
9 A. Uh-huh. 9 little as possible, particularly neighborhood
10 Q. And I see Councilman Hester is also on 10 associations."
11 your e-mail; is that correct? 11 There really was no discussion.
12 A. Yes. 12 Q. Okay. But my question is, is at that
13 Q. Okay. In this e-mail you say -- and it's 13 meeting do you recall if Councilwoman Dotley
14 two lines into your e-mail at the top: "Our 14 objected to that course of action?
15 Redistricting Committee has met once, has 15 A.  No.
16 requested data, and will be carefully considering | 16 MR. ELLIOTT: Asked and answered.
17 avariety of models that, one, will interrupt the 17 MR. McADOO: | don't believe you have
18 present model as little as possible and, two, 18 answered that question.
19 will legally meet the numbers requirements." 19 THE WITNESS: No.
20 Is that an accurate statement? 20 BY MR. McADOO:
21 A. ltis. 21 Q. She did not object. Thank you.
22 Q. Okay. So you had met once with the 22 A. Well, I think the --  don't remember.
23 Redistricting Committee at that point, correct? 23 There wasn't any discussion. We were really just
24 A. No. We had met once in Chris's --these | 24 sitting there, listening.
25 were Chris's meetings. 25 Q. And then you made a statement that you
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE 37..40
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7
8

9
10
11
12

Page 41
wanted things disrupted as little as possible?

A. Yeah, I suredid. |said, "It just makes
common sense." So yes, | did.

Q. And you requested as well that Chris
Anderson and his team gather the data, and did
you request that they draw up a map?

A. No. So for some reason -- and this is
knowledge I don't have. For some reason, Chris
was tasked with pooling all the information
together. When we got appointed, we were told
Chris is pooling all this information together,
you need education sessions to know what you're

1
2
3
4
5

9
10
11
12

A. Probably.

Q. Andwhat I've handed you -- was there a
presentation that day?

A. ldon't remember.

Q. What I've handed you and is marked as
6 Exhibit 8 is a slide deck that on page 1 is --

7 says "redistricting,” and it says December 9th,
8 2021.

Page 43

Do you have any reason to doubt that this
is the presentation given on December 9th, 20217
A. No.
Q. Okay. Was this a presentation done by

13 doing. 13 either Chris Anderson or Andrew Sevigny?
14 | don't know why and how the committee was 14 A. Areyou talking about at the meeting?
15 appointed, other than what we talked about at the 15 Q. Yes, ma'am.
16 very first the State guideline. And so this was 16 A. Allright. This date, is this the, quote,
17 all Chris's doing, and we were listening. And 17 Committee meeting you're talking about or the one
18 I may -- | would have. I'd make the comment 18 presented to Council?
19 again today, given all that was happening with 19 Q. This was in the Redistricting Committee
20 the county, make as little disruption as 20 meeting, according to the City's interrogatory
21 possible. Whether or not anyone else in the room 21 responses.
22 said yeah, no, whatever, | have no recollection 22 A. This was? Okay.
23 of that. 23 Q. Yes, ma'am.
24 Q. As chair of the Redistricting Committee, 24 A. Okay. | have no reason to believe that
25 did you agree with the course of action that was 25 this wasn't what was presented.
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1 outlined by staff after the September 30th -- or 1 Q. Great. Can you take a look at the last
2 at the September 30th meeting? 2 few pages? Do you know -- well, you don't recall
3 A. You mean the legal requisites? That was 3 that.
4 the course outline. Yeah, | said, "Follow the 4 MR. ELLIOTT: What particular page?
5 law." 5 MR. McADOO: Yeah.
6 Q. And the gathering of data? 6 BY MR. McADOO:
7 A. |said, "Follow the law." 7 Q. Let's start at the page -- and again, I'm
8 Q. And you said, "Follow the law," as the 8 sorry. They're not paginated. Let's start with
9 Redistricting Committee chair? 9 the fourth page, and we'll work our way back from
10 A. Yeah. 10 there.
11 Q. Correct? 11 A. The one with "data" on it?
12 A. Yeah. 12 Q. Yeah. The current council districts with
13 MR. McADOO: Please mark that as 13 2020 population.
14 Exhibit 8. 14 A. Sure. Sure.
15 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 15 Q. Sothisis, | believe, a different --
16 Exhibit Number 8.) 16 different than Exhibit 3. So if we look at
17 THE WITNESS: Okay. Is this the same | 17 Exhibit 3, which is the presentation at the
18 thing as you handed out earlier? 18 September meeting, and we look at Exhibit 8, we
19 Oh, this has required steps. Okay. 19 have what looks to be identical besides some of
20 Go ahead. 20 the printing charts regarding the new population
21 BY MR. McADOO: 21 data and the current council districts; is that
22 Q. Okay. Thank you. The next meeting of the 22 right?
23 Redistricting Committee, in the City's 23 A. Okay. Yeah.
24 interrogatories, was held on December 9th. Does | 24 Q. Some of itit's hard to read.
25 that sound correct? 25 1 apologize.
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1 A. Yeah. I'll take your word for it.
2 Q. We can look at, say, Councilman Ledford's.
3 The deviation is 116.55 percent on both?
4 A. Yeah.

5 Q. Correct?
6 A. Yes,sir.
7 Q. Sothat's the same. But from there, the

8 presentation changes from the one in September,
9 correct?

10 So, like, if we go to the next page of the

11 one in September, it's the community input tools
12 that you don't recall having seen?

13 MR. ELLIOTT: Which one?

14 THE WITNESS: Well, this is the same
15 page.

16 MR. ELLIOTT: Yeah. Which one of
17 these?

18 MR. McADOO: So we're looking at the
19 September one, which is Exhibit 3.

20 MR. ELLIOTT: So we're asking her to
21 look at 3.

22 And what he's saying, Carol, is that

23 stuff is not there on the one you're looking at

24 there.

25 MR. McADOO: We've got new pages in

Page 47

1 A. Yes.

2 Q. And then the page that starts with

3 "process used" on Exhibit 8.

4 A. Yes.

5 Q. Those are different, correct?

6 A. Yes.

7 Q. Sothe November -- the September 30th

8 presentation was kind of an introduction, is that

9 fair to the say, to the redistricting process?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. But now staff has gone -- using the data

12 as you requested and gone and done some new work
13 on redistricting, correct?

14 A. Yes. Okay.

15 Q. And so we've got this process used. Is

16 this -- do you recall this portion of the

17 presentation where they discussed process used?
18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Okay. So existing City Council

20 boundaries -- because you asked them to disrupts
21 as little as possible, right?

22 A. Uh-huh.

23 Q. With new census data. And then the staff,
24 whether it was Chris Anderson or Andrew Sevigny,
25 says that "we have to" -- "we" being the City --

Page 46
1 the December one.
2 THE WITNESS: Help me. What am
3 I comparing?
4 BY MR. McADOQO:
5 Q. The last page of Exhibit 3, which is the
6 September 30th, that one right there.
7 A. Allright. With?
8 Q. With the next page that comes after
9 current council districts with 2020 population in
Exhibit 8, which is the December presentation.

MR. ELLIOTT: What he's saying, the
page after the population table is -- for that --
THE WITNESS: I've never seen that

14 page before.
15 BY MR. McADOO:
16 Q. Andwhat I'm really getting at is, we have
17 new material in the December presentation.
18 MR. ELLIOTT: New, as opposed to
19 Exhibit 3?
20 MR. McADOO: Correct.
21 THE WITNESS: All right. And let me
22 see the page you're looking at.

10
11
12
13
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"need to increase the population to Districts 5,
8, and 9, and decrease the populations probably
of 3, 4, and 7. Use neighborhood boundary file
as guidelines, use arterial roadways and natural
land features as guidelines."

C and D, did you ask staff to use those as

guidelines for their redistricting process?
A. No.
Q. Andthen what I'd like to do is I'd like
10 to flip to the last page, which is a map.

OCO~NOOITA~WNE

11 A. Map. Okay.

12 MR. ELLIOTT: Of Exhibit 8?

13 MR. McADOO: Of Exhibit 8, correct.
14 THE WITNESS: Got you.

15 MR. McADOO: Thank you.

16 BY MR. McADOQO:

17 Q. Was this the -- have you seen this map
18 before?

19 A. I'veseen amillion maps. I'm sure | saw
20 this among them.

21 Q. And again, you have no reason to believe
22 that this is not the presentation you were given

23 BY MR. McADOQO: 23 on December 9th?
24 Q. Sothese are the two pages that I'd like 24 A. No.
25 you to look at. One, Exhibit 3, last page. 25 Q. Okay. So this is the -- is this the first
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1 map that the members of the Redistricting 1 A. It absolutelyis.
2 Committee saw in the redistricting process? 2 Q. How was it decided that that was what next
3 A. Oncethe data were collected? 3 steps would be?
4 Q. Yes, ma'am. 4 A. Therewas no decision. | chair the Budget
5 A. Ireally don't know. We saw so many maps. 5 Committee. And what -- the process in the Budget
6 Q. Do you have any reason to believe that 6 Committee -- so the colleagues, because there
7 this is not the first map? 7 were going to be public meetings, is, the
8 A. ldon't. 8 colleagues that are in charge of different areas,
9 Q. Okay. Was the September -- sorry. A lot 9 I make sure that they're fully informed as a
10 of dates. 10 courtesy before they meet with their publics,
11 A. You're okay. 11 whether it be their constituencies or whatever.
12 Q. The December 9th meeting, was it open to 12 In this particular case, this was
13 the public? Were members of the public in 13 district -- district directed, and | felt like
14 attendance? 14 the Council members should have the same
15 A. No, no, no, no. It was the City attorney. 15 information we had. And -- and because you can't
16 It the same people again. 16 make decisions outside of the assembly room, the
17 Q. Was public notice given to the -- about 17 committee as a whole, | felt it was only correct
18 this meeting? 18 that each councilperson before they met with
19 A. lhavenoidea. 19 their districts be advised on whatever
20 Q. Do you know if minutes were kept of this 20 information they needed.
21 meeting? 21 Q. Isn't that something that could have
22 A. lhaveno idea. 22 happened in a properly noticed public meeting?
23 Q. Do you know if this exact presentation was 23 A. And it was eventually.
24 ever given in a properly noticed public meeting? 24 But what happened was it's the process of
25 A. Exact,ldon't know. 25 the Council -- and, again, I think this has
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1 Q. What was next for the Redistricting 1 probably been left out -- to show courtesy as
2 Committee and the redistricting process after 2 colleagues, as individual members, to get them
3 this meeting on December 9th? 3 fully up to par. So it seemed very good to get,
4 A. ldon'tremember. Idon't have my file 4 say, Raquetta up to par so she could speak with
5 with me. You would probably know better than I. 5 her district and make informed decisions. It
6 MR. McADOO: Mark this as Exhibit 9, 6 seemed proper.
7 please. 7 As far as | know, Chris met or whoever met
8 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 8 with them and got them up to snuff, and then it
9 Exhibit Number 9.) 9 was all brought to a public meeting. They
10 BY MR. McADOO: 10 weren't having -- they had the courtesy of not
11 Q. Please take alook at Exhibit 9 and let me 11 having to sit there like deer in the headlights
12 know when you're ready. 12 and being the first to hear about it.
13 A. Yes. Isthat from me and | did say that? 13 Yeah. | think that's probably better
14 Q. Sothisis an e-mail that you sent? 14 form.
15 A. Yes. 15 Q. Okay. Is this a decision you made that
16 Q. To Chip Henderson, correct? 16 that's what the request was?
17 A. Yes. 17 A. I made the decision.
18 Q. Andinityou say: "Redistricting 18 Q. To request staff to meet with individual
19 Committee met this morning" -- which is 19 Council members?
20 consistent with the slide deck I've shown you -- 20 A. Idid.
21 "as part of the process each of our Council 21 Q. And you did that as chair of the
22 members will have an individual session with the 22 Redistricting Committee?
23 data people to be educated with the latest 23 A. Yeah.
24 iteration of the district map." 24 Q. Did anyone object to that course of
25 So this is an accurate statement? 25 action?
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1 A. Therereally wasn't adiscussion. If 1 | guess he contacted people to see when they

2 anyone was unhappy about it, | never heard it. 2 could meet. Idon't know about that. But he

3 lreally don't know. 3 called me or -- I think he called me and he said,

4 Q. So let's go back to my question. 4 "Do you have any questions or concerns," and

5 A. Sure. 5 Isaid, "No. I don't care. | can represent

6 Q. My yes-no question. 6 anybody."

7 A. Yes. 7 Q. Okay. So you approved of the changes to

8 Q. Did anyone object at the December 9th, 8 District 6?

9 2021, Redistricting Committee meeting to that 9 A. Yeah. Iwas fine.

10 course of action? 10 Q. And you told Chris Anderson that?

11 A. ldon't know. 11 A. Yeah

12 Q. Youdon'trecall? 12 Q. Allright. So earlier, | think we talked

13 A. No. 13 about there was three total meetings of the

14 Q. Do you recall if anyone agreed with it 14 Redistricting Committee, correct?

15 verbally -- 15 A. There were three gatherings in Chris's

16 A. No. 16 office, yes.

17 Q. -- or otherwise? 17 Q. Whether we call them meetings or

18 A. No. 18 gatherings, we can call them gatherings, if you

19 Q. Butthat was -- that's what staff was 19 prefer.

20 charged with, then, after December 9th -- 20 A. They really were education sessions, but,

21 A. Yes. 21 yes.

22 Q. --go talk to the individual Council 22 Q. Butitwas a gathering of the

23 members? 23 Redistricting Committee?

24 Was it your expectation that the 24 A. Yeah,yes, yes, yes. And, plus, the City

25 individual meetings, the staff would solicit 25 attorney, plus -- | think whoever he brought, the
Page 54 Page 56

1 feedback from the Council members on their 1 IT people. It would have still been Andrew. It

2 districts? 2 was before he left.

3 A. |ldidn't have any expectation. | respect 3 MR. McADOO: If we could mark what

4 my colleagues. |just wanted them fully 4 1've handed you as Exhibit 10.

5 informed. If there was any discussion, | know 5 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked

6 nothing about it. 6 Exhibit Number 10.)

7 Q. You were never informed of the results of 7 BY MR. McADOQO:

8 the individual meetings? 8 Q. So she's handed you Exhibit 10. If you

9 A. No. Theonly thing | knew was | told the 9 could, please take a look and let me know when

10 chair that once -- he should check with Council, 10 you're ready.

11 and once they felt they were ready to have open 11 A. Okay.

12 discussion with full understanding, to let me 12 Q. Okay. Did you -- at the February 15th

13 know. And he would call; I would chair a 13 meeting of the Redistricting Committee with City

14 meeting. 14 staff, gathering, was there a presentation?

15 As it turned out, the way we sit, we moved 15 A. Yes.

16 chairs. And, as it turned out, he chaired it, 16 Q. Isthe --is Exhibit 10 the presentation

17 but yeah. 17 that was given that day?

18 Q. Did you ever have an individual meeting or 18 A. Itlooks to be.

19 phone call with Chris Anderson regarding 19 Q. Looksto be.

20 District 6 and your feedback? 20 Okay. All I want to do is flip to the

21 A. 1didn't meet with him. Itold him from 21 last page of Exhibit 10. And I'd like you to

22 the very beginning that whatever got assigned to | 22 compare that with the last page of Exhibit 8. So

23 me was fine. 23 that's the December presentation to the

24 Q. And when did you tell him that? 24 Redistricting Committee and the February

25 A. lguess when he started the meetings. 25 presentation to the Redistricting Committee.
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1 So there's some changes between the two; 1 that.
2 is that right? 2 Q. Did staff, when they presented the new map
3 A. lguess. 3 and the new presentation on February 15th, did
4 Q. Let'slook at 1 in particular. All right? 4 they explain to you why changes were made between
5 A. Allright. 5 the December map and the February map?
6 Q. So the northernmost portion of the City is 6 A. Allright. To the Council or to me, no.
7 in Exhibit 8, that small tip, pretty easily 7 Q. To the redistrict -- in the presentation
8 identifiable, do you see it? 8 on February 15th?
9 A. Yes. 9 A. No, no, no.
10 Q. Soit's one color that appears to be not 10 Q. So they showed you the map and say,
11 Mr. Henderson's district in the December 1st. 11 "Here's the new map"?
12 And in Exhibit 10 that northernmost portion of 12 A. What they did is they said, "We've talked
13 Chattanooga is in the District 1; is that right? 13 to all the people and" -- fine. And they
14 A. Yes. 14 presented this is what -- yeah. | mean, there
15 Q. Do you know why that change was made? | 15 wasn't that discussion. Yes.
16 A. |haveno idea. 16 Q. So the staff said, we've talked to all the
17 Q. Did Mr. Henderson ever explain why that 17 Council members -- and I'm paraphrasing, of
18 change was made? 18 course, but hopefully it's going to be the gist.
19 A. No. 19 A. Sure.
20 Q. Mr. Henderson, in his interrogatory 20 Q. We've talked to all the Council members,
21 responses and in his deposition testimony, has 21 and they're fine with this map. We've gotten
22 testified that in his meeting with Chris Anderson | 22 their feedback, and they're good with the map?
23 he requested that change be made. 23 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.
24 A. Okay. 24 You can answer, if you know.
25 Q. Have you ever heard that before? 25 THE WITNESS: Okay.
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1 A. No. Imean, |don't doubt it, but there 1 As far as | remember, yes.
2 were individual meetings | wasn't part of. 2 BY MR. McADOO:
3 Q. Butthat sort of feedback is something you 3 Q. What was the -- did the -- was there
4 would expect to happen in an individual meeting? 4 discussion at the February 15th meeting of the
5 A. lguess. I mean, that's why they were 5 Redistricting Committee that -- what was next in
6 meeting, so yeah. 6 the redistricting process?
7 Q. To get councilperson feedback? 7 A. Notreally.
8 A. Yeah. 8 Q. How did everyone know what to do next?
9 Q. Any other changes kind of jump out at 9 A. There was nothing to do next. As | said,
10 you -- or let me -- we can take that question off 10 once the individual meetings had happened and all
11 the table. 11 the Council had had input, then it was time for
12 A. Okay. 12 the chair to schedule the public meeting where
13 Q. Did you ever hear about Councilperson 13 the public could question and question Council
14 Hester requesting that Gaylon Heights stay in his | 14 members, et cetera. And he did.
15 district? 15 MR. McADOO: Can we go off the record
16 A. No. 16 just a second.
17 Q. Orany discussion about the area around 17 (Off-the-record discussion.)
18 the airport and which district it should be in? 18 MR. McADOO: Please mark this as
19 A.  No. 19 Exhibit 11.
20 Q. Did you ever hear any discussion or 20 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
21 receive any information from staff, Council 21 Exhibit Number 11.)
22 members, anyone about Councilwoman Coonrod | 22 BY MR. McADOO:
23 requesting the Mill Town Development to stay in 23 Q. Please take a look and let me know when
24 District 9? 24 you're ready.
25 A. No, I never really knew anything about 25 A. Agendasession. Okay.
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1 Q. Do you recognize this document?

2 A. Yeah. It's what -- it's our minutes form.
3 Q. Okay. And this appears to be the minutes
4 for an agenda session on February 15th, 20207
5 A. Sure.

6 Q. Can we look at page 2, the sentence --

7 first sentence and second sentence on "other."
8 A. Uh-huh.

9 Q. Itsays: "Councilwoman Berz asked that
the report from the Redistricting Committee be
brought before the Council at the next strategic
planning meeting."

"Chairman Henderson instructed Council
staff to add this to the March 1st strategic
planning agenda.”

16 Is that -- do you recall making that

17 request?

18 A. Ifit's here, | must have done it. Nicole
19 is great.

20 Q. So itwas you that requested that the

21 Redistricting Committee provide a report to the
22 full Council, not Chair Henderson; is that right?
23 A. Yeah, it would be me.

24 Q. Okay. Ijustto make sure. A minute ago
25 1thought you had said Chair Henderson was the

10
11
12
13
14
15
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1 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.
2 THE WITNESS: That's right.
3 BY MR. McADOO:
4 Q. And then you approved that as the next
5 step as Redistricting Committee chair?
6 A. ldidn't approve anything. The whole idea
7 was when it was ready Chris let me know, and | at
8 the next meeting said we're ready to come
9 forward.

10 Q. Iguess what I'm getting at is --

11 A. Yeah.

12 Q. You agreed that it was ready?

13 A. Yeah. Chris said he talked with everyone,

14 so it was ready.

15 Q. And so that was -- you sat as -- as

16 Redistricting Committee chair, you thought it was
17 ready, you asked for it to be put on?

18 A. Yeah.

19 Q. Okay. Did any other members of the

20 Redistricting Committee either agree or disagree
21 with that as the next course of action for the

22 Redistricting Committee?

23 A. ldon't -- not that | know of.
24 MR. McADOOQO: Mark this as Exhibit 12,
25 please.

Page 62
one that did that.

A. No, no, no. He would have been -- | think
he ended up -- we didn't switch seats, and he
ended up sitting in the same seat. But no, he
didn't.

Q. How was it decided that the report would

be given -- that the Redistricting Committee was
ready to have their report done?

9 A. Iwas following -- | was following the

10 procedure once people had been met with. Then
11 they were ready to come forward.

12 Q. So your perspective was that as soon as
13 the individual Council had given all their

14 feedback and there was some degree of

15 consensus --

O~NO O WNPE

16 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.

17 MR. McADOO: Thanks, Sam. Let me
18 finish getting my question out.

19 MR. ELLIOTT: I'm sorry.

20 THE WITNESS: Go ahead.

21 BY MR. McADOO:

22 Q. After the staff received feedback from

23 individual Council members and had a map that
24 staff thought everyone could agree upon, then it
25 was time to bring it forward to City Council?

Page 64

(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 12.)
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. Just take your time and take a look, if
you don't mind.
A. Sure. What page are we going to be
looking at?
Q. I really wish Andrew would have paginated
these.

MR. ELLIOTT: They were not meant to
be printed. They were online.

MR. McADOO: That's true.
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. Wel'll probably start mostly talking six
and then eight.

el el el ol el
TR Bowo~NoubrwWNER

16 A. Tell me what the top is.

17 Q. Proposed major changes. You ready?
18 A. I'mready.

19 Q. Okay. Do you recognize this document?
20 A. I'msureit's adocument or the

21 iteration -- the latest iteration of what we've

22 been looking at.

23 Q. Okay. So any reason to believe that this
24 is not the PowerPoint presentation or other slide
25 deck from March 1st, 2022 --
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A. No.
Q. --thatwas given to the City Council as a
whole?
A. No.

Q. Was this, to your knowledge, the first
public map or presentation made about
redistricting in the 2021-2022 process?

A. It probably was.

Q. Okay. So the process started in

10 September, and the public didn't see a map until
11 about five months later; is that right?

OCO~NOOTDS, WN P

12 A. They didn't see any map, yeah.
13 Q. Until March 1st, 20227

14 A. Yeah.

15 Q. Did -- was there a discussion at this

16 meeting about what had happened in the prior

17 Redistricting Committee meetings?

18 A. ldon'tremember. Ithink several times

19 in public meetings -- and you probably have

20 the -- you probably have the note | sent to

21 Everlena, and you probably have the minutes of
22 all the meetings.

23 Throughout the process there, it was

Page 67

1 A. No.

2 Q. To the best of your knowledge, is the --

3 let's go to the document.

4 A. Let me correct that for a minute.

5 Q. Sure.

6 A. lcan'tremember. So at the end of every

7 Council meeting they ask -- the chair asks for
8 committee reports. All right? And you'll say
9 "no report, Mr. Chair" or "Madam Chair" or
10 whatever.

11 | could have easily said, "We're still in
12 process, Mr. Chair." That, | don't know.

13 Q. Youdon't remember?

14 A. Yeah. The minutes would show it.
15 Q. Great. We'll look at those in a minute.
16 A. Okay.

17 Q. Was this presentation given on March 1st,
18 2022, the report of the Redistricting Committee?
19 A. Actually, what happened was this was

20 Chris, again, presenting the latest iteration of
21 everything.

22 Q. Was the map at the end the recommendation
23 of the Redistricting Committee?

24 common knowledge of everything that was 24 A. We made no recommendations.
25 happening. 25 Q. Okay. Let'slook. Let's go ahead and
Page 66 Page 68
1 And | want to say one thing that | want to 1 we'll probably end up bouncing back, but let's
2 correct. | don't know whether any maps were 2 look at the minutes.
3 shown, you know -- my colleagues had private 3 So we saw -- just to reiterate, Exhibit 11
4 meetings with Chris. | have no idea whether they 4 says that you asked for -- that the report from
5 met with their constituents and showed maps. 5 the Redistricting Committee be brought before
6 | know they met with their constituents. | have 6 Council at the next strategic planning meeting?
7 no ideaif they saw this. Other people may have 7 A. Yes.
8 seen it. | know several of them met with their 8 Q. Sowe've gotthat. So the next strategic
9 constituents and, | think, showed them maps. 9 planning meeting, you guys call them recap.
10 Q. Do you think that happened before the 10 Someone people call them minutes.
11 first public -- before March 1st? 11 If we could, mark that as Exhibit 13.
12 A. You know, I don't know. 12 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
13 Q. Okay. 13 Exhibit Number 13.)
14 A. Yeah, Ireally don't. I'm totally unaware 14 THE WITNESS: Okay. You're at
15 of what happened districtwise as the Council 15 Item 2?

16 people were getting educated. They may have had
17 meetings. That, | don't know.

18 Q. Okay. Butthere was no discussion about

19 what happened, for example, at the September 30th
20 Redistricting Committee meeting or the

21 December 9th Redistricting Committee meeting or

16 BY MR. McADOQO:

17 Q. Yeah. That's the one I'm interested in.
18 Before we get there, could you tell me
19 what this is?

20 A. Itlooks like arecap for our strategic
21 planning meeting.

22 the February 15th Redistricting Committee meeting 22 Q. On March 1st, 2022?

23 at this one? 23 A. Yes.

24 A. You mean from the dais? 24 Q. Are recaps the equivalent of minutes?

25 Q. Yeah. Inthe public meeting. 25 A. They're not quite as formal as minutes,
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1 but yes.
2 Q. Let'slook at Section 2. It says -- it's
3 labeled "Redistricting Committee Report."
4 So is this is the report that was referred
5 to in the February 15th agenda session minutes?
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. Itsays: "Councilwoman Berz made
8 introductory remarks about the process for the
9 ad hoc committee working on a redistricting
10 recommendation. She then introduced
11 Mr. Anderson, who gave a presentation.”
12 That sure makes it sounds like, one,
13 there's a recommendation being made by the
14 Redistricting Committee and, two, that the
15 presentation was part of that report and
16 recommendation; is that right?
17 A. Well, it doesn't to me because | know what
18 happened. | can understand that you might think
19 that.
20 Q. Well, I've watched the videos, and I've
21 read this. So what am | missing?
22 A. Made an intro about the process for the --
23 (Reviews document.)

Page 71
1 THE WITNESS: Yeah. Yeah, there was
2 no recommendation from the committee. It was
3 from Mr. Anderson. So | think the wording is
4 misleading.
5 BY MR. McADOO:
6 Q. If everything came from Mr. Anderson, why
7 were there Redistricting Committee meetings at
8 all?
9 A. Ilhavenoidea. |told you that from the
10 very beginning. | believe it's in the beginning
11 of what she wrote down.
12 It would have been inappropriate to have
13 that because we work as a committee of the whole,
14 and so there was really nothing we could do as a
15 committee.
16 Q. Butyou did as a committee, with you as
17 the chair -- or at least you, as the chair, tell
18 Chris Anderson to have individual meetings with
19 City Council members?
20 A. Idid.
21 Q. You told Mr. Anderson, as chair of the
22 Redistricting Committee, that they should disrupt
23 the districts as little as possible?

24 Well, what | did was talk about the 24 A. Idid.

25 process. Tell me what I'm missing in what you're 25 Q. Okay. And no one else on the committee
Page 70 Page 72

1 saying, please. 1 objected or for that matter approved of that

2 Q. You're saying it wasn't a recommendation. 2 course of action?

3 A. No. 3 A. To my knowledge, | know of either [sic] a

4 Q. This says it was a recommendation. 4 pro or acon. If anything happened later,

5 A. Ontheredistricting recommendation. And 5 Idon't know about that.

6 that would have been -- it should say -- Nicole 6 Q. Butthey seemed to go along with it,

7 should have written, comma, from Mr. Anderson. 7 right?

8 Q. But Mr. Anderson did -- took direction 8 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.

9 from you as chair of the Redistricting Committee, 9 BY MR. McADOQOO:

10 didn't he? 10 Q. Ifthey didn't object --

11 A. Hetook direction about the process that 11 A. Ireally can't answer that knowingly.

12 I've already spoken about. 12 | simply said, "Hey, Chris, make as little

13 I'm not sure what you're asking, so please 13 disruption as possible.”

14 rephrase. 14 Q. And no one objected to that course of

15 Q. No problem. 15 action, right?

16 Is the -- is the recap of the strategic 16 A. Iguess not. Notto my knowledge.

17 planning meeting that's marked Exhibit 13 17 Q. Butthen the second piece of what I'm

18 incorrect when it says under the title 18 trying to get at with this recap is it's all part

19 "Redistricting Committee Report" that there was a

20 redistricting recommendation?

21 MR. ELLIOTT: From the committee or
22 from --

23 MR. McADOOQO: From the committee.
24 MR. ELLIOTT: Okay. From the

25 committee.

19 of the Redistricting Committee report, according
20 to this document?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Thatthen Mr. Anderson gave a presentation
23 as part of the Redistricting Committee's report.
24 But you keep calling it Mr. Anderson's report, so
25 that's where I'm confused.
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1 A. Well,yeah. And I think that is confusing 1 what is going on before there's a public
2 and that's why | was trying to clear it up at the 2 meeting."
3 beginning. 3 And, to my knowledge, he met with all of
4 | know where you're going with this, but 4 them, had discussions with all of them based on
5 there's a misunderstanding of what really 5 individual discussions. I don't even know -- on
6 happened, and | would be derelict if | didn't 6 mine, | said, "I don't care." And based on
7 make it clear. All right? 7 individual discussions a map came forward. And
8 From the very beginning I've said that 8 | said, "Fine. Arethey ready to come forward
9 Council works as a committee of the whole. For 9 and discuss intelligently with their districts
10 some reason, instead of using a point person for 10 and with the public?" He said, "Yeah," so
11 something, they used the word "committee chair." 11 I said, "Okay, Mr. Chair, we're ready to come
12 This particular committee came into being 12 forward." That was about it.
13 based on the -- Number 1, on the State 13 Q. Have you ever moved to correct the
14 recommendations. At the time, as | said earlier, 14 March 1st, 2022, recap, the language in it
15 | explained to the chair -- and he knew it too. 15 regarding recommendation or how Mr. Anderson's
16 But we work colloquially, | guess, and | said, 16 presentation was part of the Redistricting
17 "There's no need for a committee. We can't do 17 Committee's report?
18 anything." 18 A. |did not.
19 Q. When did you tell Chair Henderson that? 19 MR. McADOQO: Let's mark this one
20 A. Oh, gosh, way back when he talked about a 20 as 14, please.
21 committee. 21 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
22 Q. Because | don't believe it's in the 22 Exhibit Number 14.)
23 actual -- that discussion occurred in a public 23 THE WITNESS: Tell me where you're
24 meeting. 24 looking.
25 A. It probably didn't. He called people 25 /1
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1 individually and asked them to be on committees. 1 BY MR. McADOO:
2 Q. So Chair Henderson talked to you before 2 Q. I'mgoing to be most interested on page 2
3 the September meeting where he appointed the 3 under "other," but please take your time.
4 committee? 4 A. Okay. Under "other."
5 A. Apparently, what he did is he called each 5 Q. Isthis the agenda session minutes from
6 person, and it -- | had no idea who was going to 6 March 1st, 20227
7 beonit. And he called me. When he called me, 7 A. I'msureitis.
8 he asked me if | would chair, be chair/point 8 Q. Under "other," on page 2 it says:
9 person. And | said, "Sure. We can't make any 9 "Councilwoman Berz asked the chairman for the
10 decisions or anything, but sure.” 10 Redistricting Committee recommendations to be
11 And he said, "Well, that's good because 11 placed on the April 5th agenda"; is that correct?
12 Chris wants to give y'all an education session. 12 A.  Yes.
13 I've appointed a diverse group listen to it." 13 Q. So "recommendation."
14 | said, "Great." And from then on, | said, 14 A. It doesn't say "Redistricting Committee
15 "Chris will let us know?" 15 recommendations.” It says "redistricting
16 Yeah. And that's what happened. 16 recommendations," which were Chris's -- which was
17 Chris had -- held three education 17 Chris's perception.
18 sessions, which you have records of which you 18 Q. But Chris didn't ask it to be put on the
19 referred to. I, as point person, said, "Make as 19 agenda. You did.
20 little disruption as possible," based on what was 20 A. It's the chair. Our process is the chair
21 going on with the County at the time. 21 of the various committees would ask the chair.
22 And that was it. And at each meeting 22 Chris said he was ready. | said, "Fine."
23 chris came back and educated to where he was 23 So | asked the chair to do it.
24 then. And | said -- | said, "Great. Please give 24 Q. Soyou did it as chair of the
25 the Council people the dignity of understanding 25 Redistricting Committee at the request of Chris
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A. Sure. And |l would -- I would be confused
as well.

So what's your question?

Q. Sothisis incorrect?
A. Asfar as process, | think from everything
6 I've already said on record it would be obvious
7 it's not quite correct.
8 Q. Sothat's an e-mail on March 6th. Let's
9 look at another one.

ObhwWNE

10 MR. McADOO: Mark that as Exhibit 16.
11 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
12 Exhibit Number 16.)

13 MR. ELLIOTT: Take your time and read
14 the whole e-mail, Carol.

15 BY MR. McADOO:

16 Q. Yes. Always do.

17 A. Sure. Iremember this.

18 Okay. What's your question?

19 Q. Let's start with the preliminary. Do you

20 recognize this e-mail?

Page 83
1 minutes of the meetings, | kept saying over and
2 over again we didn't meet because we didn't.

3 And given my previous responses, we did.
4 We occupied the same space.
5 | couldn't -- Everlena's a friend. And

6 | was saying, "Everlena, come on. You know we
7 didn't meet. We got educated. You know this.
8 ldidn't know you weren't invited. |didn't know
9 anything, but we got educated.”

10 "Oh, you met."

11 So | said, "Okay."

12 So in writing, | put it that way.

13 Q. Solet's go a couple sentences down.
14 A. Sure.
15 Q. Itsays: "Subsequently, | asked that

16 Mr. Anderson do two things. One, get the

17 districts in compliance with the law with as

18 little disruption as possible of existing

19 boundaries, and, two, meet individually with each
20 councilperson to go over the outcomes."

21 A. Yes. It's my e-mail. 21 Is that accurate as well?
22 Q. Okay. So thisis an e-mail that you sent, 22 A. It's what I've testified to, yes.
23 correct? 23 Q. Yeah. Just making sure.
24 A. Uh-huh. 24 A. Yes.
25 Q. Great. Soit's an e-mail from March 17th, 25 Q. So -- and you did that as chair of the
Page 82 Page 84
1 so several days later than Mr. Thongnopnua's 1 Redistricting Committee?
2 e-mail? 2 MR. ELLIOTT: Did what?
3 A.  Uh-huh. 3 BY MR. McADOO:
4 Q. And also responding to Dr. Everlena 4 Q. You made those requests of Mr. Anderson
5 Holmes; is that right? 5 that we just discussed?
6 A. Yes. 6 A. Yeah. | have already said | did several
7 Q. Soitsays kind of two things that I'm 7 times.
8 interested in just confirming. 8 Q. And again, just making sure.
9 You say in this e-mail: "On several 9 A. Right.
10 occasions Councilpersons Dotley, Smith, Hester, 10 And | believe the rest of it relates
11 and | occupied the same space in the mayor's 11 everything I've already said as well.
12 large conference room where Mr. Anderson and his | 12 Q. Mr. Sevigny and -- let's pivot a little
13 folks educated us regarding the law relative to 13 bit, talk about -- so we know that there was some
14 redistricting and city demographics resultant of 14 problems with the State data, correct?
15 the 2020 census." 15 A. Yes.
16 And that's accurate, correct? 16 Q. And thatled to changes in April of 2022,
17 A. Yes. 17 correct?
18 Q. Interesting turn of phrase there with "we 18 A. Yes.
19 occupied the same space" rather than saying 19 Q. Mr. Sevigny and Councilwoman Noel both
20 "meeting." Do you know why you didn't say just 20 testified that Mr. Sevigny gave Ms. Noel a choice

21 "we met"? 21 between two options for redistricting on
22 A. Yeah. Because I'm very familiar with 22 April 14th, 2022. Were you aware of that?
23 Everlena and the other people, and they had -- 23 A. No.
24 they were accusing us of meeting. This is why 24 Q. Was there ever any discussion of that
25 | finally put this -- I'm sure if you read the 25 choice --
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1 (Short break.)
2 BY MR. McADOO:
3 Q. Allright. Let's just circle back to one
4 of your comments. Earlier, you looked at an
5 e-mail from Mr. Thongnopnua, and you said that --
6 atypical Joda response, or something like that.
7 What do you mean by that?
8 A. Jodais really good at trying to smooth
9 things out. He was at all the meetings. Not the
10 ones in Chris's office, but any of the public
11 meetings.
12 And Everlena and several others -- and
13 you'll have this on record -- if you look at
14 meeting minutes -- do we -- may | ask a question?

15 THE WITNESS: Phil, I don't have --

16 I need to know -- so | can be helpful to them.

17 Are public comments on our minutes?

18 MR. NOBLETT: It all depends on your

19 minutes, whether they were recorded or not.

20 THE WITNESS: No. I mean, at a

21 public council meeting, 6 o'clock when everybody
22 lines up.

23 MR. NOBLETT: They actually do a link

24 to the recording session. | think they do now.
25 I'm not sure if they did.

Page 91
1 substance made by the Council.

2 | believe that the letter to Joda came

3 after one of those meetings. That would make

4 sense, and she still felt that the mayor's office

5 represented by Joda, the chief of staff, that

6 things weren't going right. Okay?

7 And Joda -- well, | guess from what --

8 ldon't have it in front of me, but she was

9 saying the process wasn't right.

10 And Joda responded. And the way he

11 responded was very diplomatic, but it wasn't

12 correct because the correct process that happened
13 was exactly as | explained it. There was nothing
14 for us to be in charge of. City Council acts as

15 a committee of the whole. We had three education
16 sessions, period, that we have been over a number
17 of times. |take responsibility, as | putin

18 writing finally because Everlena didn't want to

19 understand this, what | said | did.

20 And Joda's response was not exactly
21 correct.
22 Q. And that's what you mean, that he was

23 either -- either lying or that he was --
24 A. I'm not accusing him of lying. Ithink he
25 was trying to be diplomatic.

Page 90
MR. ELLIOTT: They did then.

THE WITNESS: All right. Good.
BY MR. McADOQO:
Q. And just so you know, we are -- we either
have or in the process of hopefully receiving the
recordings of all the different public meetings.
A. So at the end of every meeting, we have
public comment, three minutes.
9 And all of the dissatisfied people, there
10 was the Unity Group, there was the Voters
11 Coalition, there was often Helen, whatever her
12 name, is speaks for. There was Everlena, NAACP.
13 And they brought up -- that's when they would
14 bring these things up.
15 And from the dais, and you'll hear this,
16 we don't come back with any comments. We listen;
17 we take notes. And Joda is there as well; the
18 mayor's staff is there as well.
19 Finally, Everlena started writing the
20 mayor's office. And I don't blame her, because
21 at the end when you have public comment none of
22 the Council responds, or we would say to
23 somebody, "Mr. Smith, if you're unhappy about
24 something the chief of staff is back there to
25 talk with you," but there's no comments of

oO~NO UL WNPE
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MR. ELLIOTT: Well, let him finish

his question.
THE WITNESS: Okay. Sorry.
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. Or he was providing, would you say, a
political or diplomatic response?
A. Yes. Forgive me for interrupting. That's
8 exactly what | was going to say.
9 Q. Justto back up to one of the things you
10 said during that statement, why doesn't Council
11 respond during public comment?
12 A. Council has made the decision to take
13 notes and to get back with people afterwards.
14 It's at the end of meetings. People have 3
15 minutes to say -- well, somebody might complain
16 about potholes. And very often the chair will
17 say the head of paving is over here and he'll
18 meet with you afterwards.
19 When there were the string of comments
20 about the process, the redistricting process,
21 I guess -- I remember telling Everlena afterwards
22 she needed to talk to Chris because they were
23 doing the process. And Chris would say the same
24 thing.
25 So we just don't respond there at that

~NOoO Ok WDN PR
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1 moment because sometimes we're hit with things 1 March 1st?
2 out of left field or things that Council has no 2 A. Exactly what was read there happened. And
3 control over, and so we respond when we can take 3 in order for it to happen, Council needed to get
4 time to give a substantive response. 4 educated. Council made -- Council acts as a
5 Q. Thank you. I believe you said that you 5 committee of the whole, and that process never
6 have been on the council for about 14 years; is 6 kicked in until it came to the public meeting and
7 that right? 7 then the vote.
8 A. Yes. 8 Now the process, | believe, was very
9 Q. Have you ever been aware of or 9 thorough in enlightening people. People that
10 participated in another ad hoc committee of less 10 said they had no knowledge were actually at
11 than the whole? 11 district meetings and did have knowledge. And
12 A. ldon'tthink so. 12 the law was followed. We took full
13 Q. Have you ever been on a committee that 13 responsibility once the process happened from
14 never met in public besides the Redistricting 14 beginning to end. We put it forward, and then we
15 Committee? 15 took the vote. So we absolutely did that.
16 A. I'mjusttrying to -- | can't imagine 16 Q. So when did the Council's process for
17 1did, no. 17 redistricting start?
18 Q. You've -- am | summarizing or recounting 18 A. The process, the entire process, it
19 your testimony correctly that the process from 19 started in probably August when Chip appointed
20 September until basically February, whether it 20 the people. It started with meetings of getting
21 was 28th or 29th, 2022, was a staff process? 21 educated; then, it followed with educating
22 A. Yes. 22 ourselves even more; then, educating the
23 Q. Mayor's staff process? 23 district; then, making sure everybody had full
24 A. Yes. 24 information; and, then, having a public meeting
25 Q. Are you familiar with the Chattanooga City 25 where there was opportunity for full discussion.
Page 94 Page 96
1 Charter? 1 And in between that there were full
2 A. ldon't have it committed to memory. 2 Council meetings and there were agenda session
3 llook at it when an issue comes up, so | know 3 meetings, and all of those were public.
4 thereis one. 4 Q. Okay. What is -- from your perspective,
5 Q. So Section 8.9 says: "Following 5 what is the purpose of being educated on the
6 publication of each new decennial federal census” 6 redistricting process in -- from September
7 --the 2020 in this case -- "the Council" -- not 7 through the end of February? September 2021
8 the staff -- "the Council shall reorganize and 8 through the end of February 2022, you've said
9 adjust by ordinance the boundaries of the 9 repeatedly that those were education sessions?
10 district currently established.” 10 A. Yeah.
11 "The Council's reorganization and 11 Q. What was the purpose of being educated?
12 adjustment of the district boundaries shall be 12 A.  So that at least representatives of us
13 completed no later than one year prior to the 13 from across the city would understand the
14 next city election, provided, however, that the 14 process. And then at pivotal points those were
15 Council shall not have less than six calendar 15 presented in Council meetings on the overhead.
16 months within which to reorganize the districts." 16 And so | believe you have them. The
17 A. Yes, | am familiar with that, and that's 17 presentations that you showed that kept changing,
18 what happened. 18 those were public presentations and -- | think
19 Q. Butyou're telling me that the staff is 19 probably they could have all been public. But no
20 what happened, the staff did the work from 20 decisions were made by the smaller groups.
21 September -- 21 Q. Was the point of the education -- which
22 A. MayI? 22 happened -- and if | get this wrong, please tell
23 Q. --to basically the end of February? 23 me -- happened in the meetings that the members
24 A. Yes. 24 of the Redistricting Committee had with Chris
25 Q. And then Council started their process on 25 Anderson and happened at the individual meetings
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that Chris Anderson and others had with
individual members of the City Council, the point
of that was to educate them on the redistricting
process that they would later have to vote upon?
A. Yeah. You left -- if | may, sir.

Q. Yeah.
A. You left one group out.
Q. Okay.

A. And those were the public presentations
that happened throughout at council.
Q. At council, so -- but I'm talking about
the period until the first presentation of
council.
A. ldon't remember the first presentation.
It was --
Q. March 1st, 2022.
A. Was it -- March 1st. Okay.
Q. According to the interrogatories from the
City.
A. Yeah. Our records would show it. Our
minutes would show it.

All right. Give me your question again.
Q. Soyou've got these -- all these different
types of education sessions, which is what you've
called them?

Page 99
1 A ldon't
2 Q. Didyou have any public meetings with your
3 constituents in District 67
4 A. My constituents were totally satisfied,
5 except for one guy in the Hilltop community that
6 didn't want to be in a different district. But
7 other than that, my district was fine.
8 Q. Isitthe regular practice of the
9 committees or the Council as a whole to hold
10 private information sessions or educational
11 sessions?
12 A. Okay. You mean -- help me a bit.
13 Q. Sure. You've talked about informational
14 or educational sessions aren't meetings.
15 A. Areyou talking about is it for a Council
16 member to meet with?
17 Q. No, ma'am. I'm sorry.
18 Are there other situations where the City
19 Council meets in private to be educated on a
20 subject?
21 A. Only attorney/client privilege meetings.
22 Q. Those are the only other ones?
23 A. That | know of, yes.
24 Q. Soit's attorney/client privileged
25 meetings and the Redistricting Committee's
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A. Yes.

Q. Was the purpose of those education
sessions to inform the members of the City
Council about redistricting so that they could
make informed decisions about it?
A. Yes.
Q. Later at the public meetings?
A. Yeah. And I think it was a little more
than that, if | may.

Individual Council members were educated.
To my knowledge, many of them -- and I'm sure
you've already checked -- took that knowledge out
to their communities and educated them. And so
that, when there was a public meeting, there
would be no one that didn't know what was going
on, et cetera, so that they could at the public
meeting ask cogent, clear questions, or show
anger or, you know, the Council needed to go back
to the drawing board, whatever. So there was --
it was like a level, step-up education, to my
knowledge.
Q. Okay. And you testified earlier that
you're not aware -- you don't have specific
knowledge regarding any meetings that other City
Council members had with the public.

Page 100
meetings, gatherings?

MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. So they weren't
my meetings. They were Chris's meetings to
educate us.

BY MR. McADOO:

Q. Did you communicate with either

Mr. Anderson or Mr. Sevigny by text or any other
kind of similar mode of communication?

10 A.  You would have itif I did.

11 Q. We've notreceived any texts. Do you know
12 if --

13 A. ldon'tthink so. I don't think so.

14 1don't remember any, but it's been a while.
15 Q. So Mr. Sevigny and Mr. Anderson both

16 testified that they received input from you

17 regarding using neighborhood boundaries and
18 arterial lines in drawing maps.

19 A. Yeah. I've already answered that.

20 Q. Isthat correct?

©oooO~NOOOUTRWNPE

21 MR. ELLIOTT: | want to object to the
22 form, but go ahead.
23 THE WITNESS: Yeah.

24 BY MR. McADOO:
25 Q. Isthat correct?
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1 A. I'vealready said. | said, make it -- 1 BY MR. McADOO:
2 keep it simple and -- yeah. 2 Q. Onejustkind of clarifying question.
3 Q. Use arterial lines and neighborhood 3 A. Sure.
4 boundaries. 4 Q. So l've shown you five presentations, four
5 A. Well, | never said "arterial lines." | 5 of which you have some recollection of, the
6 don't even know -- but I would have said, "Keep 6 four --
7 the neighborhoods intact.” 7 A. You talking the PowerPoints?
8 Q. Okay. Atthe -- 1 think it was strategic 8 Q. Yeah. The presentations, right, the
9 planning session on March 1st, 2022, about the 44 9 PowerPoints. September 30th, December 9th,
10 minute, 55 second mark, you say: "The next step 10 February 15th, and then March 1st.
11 would be to set it for a vote," referring to 11 The March 1st one is not exactly the same
12 redistricting. 12 as the ones that predate it, correct?
13 "I would assume that we would get a copy 13 A. lguess. If you say so.
14 of those couple of changes here. | assume the 14 MR. ELLIOTT: Either you know or you
15 map would stay the same since it continues to 15 don't, Carol. | mean, if you need to look at
16 meet all requisites. There is no cogent argument 16 it...
17 against that, just some very good thoughts." 17 BY MR. McADOQO:
18 What did you mean by there were no cogent 18 Q. Well, let me change that.
19 arguments against what sounds like the map? 19 A. Asthey progressed -- if this helps, as
20 A. Well, I would have meant that Chris said 20 they progressed, they changed. And | know that.
21 everyone was satisfied and everything was ready | 21 Usually, the first few pages were the same and
22 to go as aresult of the individual meetings. 22 then as, | guess, meetings were held, they
23 Q. Right. And when did Chris tell you that? 23 changed.
24 Was it at the February 15th meeting? 24 Q. So the March 1st one which is the first --
25 A. No. I think he told Chip that. | said 25 according to the City's interrogatories, is the
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1 yeah -- 1 don't know. 1 first one that was made in public would have been
2 Q. Youdon'trecall? 2 different in some ways from the prior iterations
3 A. ldon'trecall. 3 because they progressed, like you just said?
4 MR. ELLIOTT: Yeah. If you don't 4 A. Yeah. They progressed. The ones that
5 know, just say you don't know. 5 were presented -- for instance, the first one you
6 BY MR. McADOO: 6 showed me, that last page, I've never seen
7 Q. It's not a memory contest. 7 before. So the second one, if it never changed
8 A. Yeah. Ireally don't recall. 8 at all, it would have been without that page.
9 Q. Give me just a minute. 9 I haven't seen it.
10 A. Sure. 10 As the computer guys were looking at all
11 Q. Do you know if -- if anyone has looked at 11 the numbers and laying out maps and stuff, | feel
12 your texts to see if there was anything 12 certain they would have changed.
13 responsive in discovery? 13 As a matter of fact, | think you showed me
14 A. My texts? 14 several maps where there was change with Chip's
15 Q. Text messages, yes. 15 district and so, yeah.
16 A. No. 16 Q. Okay. Let's just wrap up, a few follow-up
17 MR. ELLIOTT: Let me ask you, how 17 questions.
18 long do you keep your texts? 18 Is there any answer to my questions that
19 THE WITNESS: Well, it's on my 19 you'd like to change before we wrap up?
20 private phone, and | -- I don't really keep them. 20 A. No.
21 MR. ELLIOTT: We'll check and see. 21 Q. Great. Isthere any information that
22 MR. McADOO: Okay. Allright. 22 | asked you about that you remember now but you
23 THE WITNESS: Yeah. When it comes to | 23 didn't recall when | asked you the question about
24 the City, I'm not a great texter. 24 it?
25 /1 25 A. No, sir. I've told you the truth of
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1 everything that happened to the best of my 1 MR. McADOOQO: Yes.
2 recollection. 2 MR. NOBLETT: Yes.
3 Q. Isthere anything you'd like to add to 3 FURTHER DEPONENT SAITH NOT
4 clarify an answer you gave me? 4 (WHEREUPON, the deposition was
5 A. No. Ithink I did that at the front end. 5 concluded at 12:45 p.m.)
6 Thank you, sir. 6
7 MR. McADOO: That's all I've got. 7
8 MR. ELLIOTT: I've got one set of 8
9 questions, Ms. -- or Dr. Berz. 9
10 THE WITNESS: Sure. 10
11 11
12 EXAMINATION 12
13 BY MR. ELLIOTT: 13
14 Q. Would you read -- Mr. McAdoo asked you 14
15 about the Chattanooga City Charter. 15
16 Are you aware -- 16
17 A. Let me see what you've got. 17
18 Q. Okay. Read the first sentence out loud 18
19 into the record, if you would. 19
20 A. If Imay: "The City shall be divided into 20
21 nine districts within the geographic boundaries | 21
22 of the City." 22
23 MR. ELLIOTT: 8.2. 23
24 MR. McADOO: Thank you. 24
25 THE WITNESS: Is that it? 25
Page 106 Page 108

1 BY MR ELLIOTT ; REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 Q. Yes,thatsit. 3 STATE OF TENNESSEE
3 Okay. So you're aware that the 4 COUNTY OF HAM LTON
4 Chattanooga City Charter requires nine member 5
5 districts? 6 I, MELISSA M SMTH, Licensed Court
6 A Yes. 7 Reporter, with offices in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
7 Q. Soitwasn' really the Committee's choice | & hee Sty i L emoried v foegnny |
8 to say there would be ten districts or seven 10 the best of my skills and abilities, and
9 districts or how many districts? 11 thereafter the same was reduced to typewitten
10 A. No. 12 formby me. | amnot related to any of the
11 Q It's in the charter? 13 parties naned herein, nor their counsel, and have
12 A nght Yeah. 14 no interest, flnfnmali(:r otherw se, in the
13 Q And the charter -- Chattanooga is a home 12 et come o Itrjri)hztr:eiceirt?fs.y that in order for this
14 rule City, is it not? docunent to be considered a true and correct copy,
15 A. Yes. 17 it nust bear ny original signature, and that any
16 Q. Sochanging the charter fequires an | it o ety o e
17 eIeCtlon and a” that sort Of StUﬁ? aut horized, will not be considered authentic, and
18 A. Ye'\;R ELLIOTT Th k 19 will be in violation of Tennessee Code Annot ated

. : ank you. 39-14-149, Theft of Services. SR,
20 MR. McADOO: Anything else? 20 s;,,\
21 MR. ELLIOTT: No, that's it. 21 mﬁ'gfﬁ%“:
22 MR. McADOO: All right. Thank you. zi ~°°<“b
23 THE WITNESS: Thank you so much. A&
24 THE COURT: Counsel, same orders as | 24 LCR # 122 - Exfires: 6/30/2024
25 last time? 25
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Page 5 Page 7
1 E X HI B I T S 1 * k%
2 (conti nued)
3 Page 2 ANDREW SEVIGNY,
4 Exhibit No. 14 56 lled : d af havi b dul
January 18, 2022, Invitation: 3 was called as a witness, and after having been duly
5 Redi stricting Discussion: Councilwoman ifi .
R R A Rl v 4 sworn, testified as follows:
6 Responses to RFP 07/17/2023 000960 5
7 Exhibit No. 15 57
E-mai | string (no subject) 6 EXAMINATION
8 Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP 7 BY MR. WEEKS:
07/ 1712023 000863 8 Q. Would you please state your full name for
9 .
Exhibit No. 16 67
10 February 3, 2022, Updated Invitation: 9 the record. i
Redi stricting discussion: Councilwonan 10 A. Andrew Thomas SeVIgny?
11 Coonr od ;
Bates Nos. C ty' s Responses to RFP 11 Q. Mr. SeVIgny, have yOU ever had yOUf
12 nip 2023 000952 0 12 deposition taken before?
E-mei |, Subject: Redistricting 13 A. No.
1 s oss Coogans o ponses to REP 14 Q. So Il go over some ground rules. Even
15 o . . ..
Ehibit No. 18 - 15 though we're in an informal setting, this is a
16 Power Poi nt presentation titied "Gty 16 formal legal proceeding.
. Counci | of Chattanooga Redistricting 17 Do you understand that you are obligated
Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP 18 to answer my questions fully and truthfully, just
18 07/17/2023 000790 - 796 . e . .
19 Exhibit No. 19 73 19 as if you were testifying before a judge in a
April 13, 2022, Invitation:
20 Redi stricting nmeeting: Councilwoman 20 courtroom?
Noel Bates Nos. Gty's Responses to 21 A. Yes.
21 RFP 07/ 17/ 2023 000949 .
55 Exhibit No. 20 74 22 Q. So as we go through today, please wait
E-nmail, Subject: Two Options for i i i 1
”3 Fodl St Fi oting. Changes 23 until | fln_lsh asking a question before you
Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP 24 answer it.
o 07/17/2023 000901 - 903 25 Please answer clearly and audibly so that
Page 6 Page 8
! 1 the court reporter can take down your response.
2 sThPULATIONS 2 So no head nods or headshakes. Those won't show
3 3 up in the transcript.
4 4 If you don't understand a question, just
5 The deposi tion of ANDREW SEVI GNY was 5 let me know and | can rephrase it.
6 taken by counsel for the Plaintiff, by Notice, at 6 And, if you need a break at any point,
7 the offices of the Gty of Chattanooga, 1000 7 just finish answering the question that I've
8 Lindsay Street, JB Collins Meting Room 8 asked, and then let me know you need a break and
9 Chattanooga, Tennessee, on October 4, 2023, for all 9 we can see what we can do.
10 purposes under the Tennessee Rules of Cvil 10 Does that make sense?
11 Procedure. 11 A. Yes.
12 All formalities as to caption, notice, 12 Q. Do you take any medications that affect
13 state@nt -of appearance, et cetera, are waived. 13 your memory?
14 Al objections, except as to the formof the 14 A. No.
15 question, are reserved to the hearing, and that 15 Q Is there any other reason that you can
16 saT d deposition @y bfe read anfl used in evidence in 16 think of Why you might not be able to give your
17 said cause of action in any trial thereon or any 17 best testlmony today?
18 proceeding herein. 18 A. No.
19 It is agreed that MELISSA M SM TH, RPR, 19 Q What is your current Jobf)
20 Licensed Court Reporter for the State of Tennessee, 20 A. Currently, | am the Director of Data
21 may swear the witness, and that the reading and 21 Science and Analytics at Unum.
22 signing of the conpleted deposition by the witness 22 Q How |0ng have you been in that role?
23 was not discussed. 23 A. I've beenin that role since January of
24 24 this year.
25 25 Q. January 2023?
Lexitas - TENNESSEE 5..
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Page 9
Yes.
In September 2021 were you employed by the
ity of Chattanooga?
Yes.
And what was your role in September 20217?
In September of 2021 | believe | was at
e time the Director of the Office of
erformance Management and Open Data.
As Director of the Office of Performance
10 Management and Open Data, who did you report to?
11 A. Ireported to Tim Moreland.
12 Q. Isthe --is that office within a
13 different office of the City?
14 A. Yes. And that is within the Department of
15 Innovation, Delivery, and Performance.
16 Q. And who was the head of the Office of
17 Innovation, Delivery, and Performance at that
18 time?
19 A. That would be Chris Anderson.
20 Q. Did you have people that reported to you
21 inyour role as Director of the Office of
22 Performance Management and Open Data?
23 A.  Yes.

Q0 »

O©CoOoO~NOOUP~rWNBRE
VT3>0 >

©

Page 11
1 Q. When you say previous redistricting
2 information online, do you mean information that
3 is available on the City of Chattanooga's

4 website?

5 A. Yes.

6 Q. Didyou work with anyone to prepare?

7 A. No.

8 Q. Did you speak with anyone about today's
9 deposition?

10 A. No.

11 Q. Are you aware that -- my client, that we

12 have taken depositions of other people in this
13 case?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. And did you review any transcripts of

16 those depositions?

17 A. No.

18 Q. Did you talk to anyone else that you know
19 that we've deposed?

20 A. No.

21 Q. Soin your capacity as head of the Office

22 of Performance Management and Open Data, were you
23 aware in September of 2021 that the City Council

24 Q. Who were those people? 24 had appointed a subcommittee to focus on
25 A. That would be lan Evett. And at the time 25 redistricting?
Page 10 Page 12
1 Ithink Cody -- I'm blanking on his last name. 1 A. VYes.
2 He wasn'tinvolved in the redistricting at all, 2 Q. And the members of this subcommittee were
3 but that's... 3 Councilpersons Berz, Dotley, Smith and Hester,
4 Q. Didyou have that same role in May 20227 4 correct?
5 A. Yes. 5 A. Yes.
6 Q. Other than the process that took place in 6 Q. Prior to that subcommittee being formed,
7 2021 and 2022, have you worked on redistricting 7 did you do any of the work regarding the City's
8 in other contexts? 8 upcoming redistricting?
9 A. No. 9 A.  Yes.
10 Q. Where did you attend college? 10 Q. What work was that?
11 A. lattended college at Elon University in 11 A. Initially, when the census released its
12 North Carolina. 12 redistricting file -- which | want to say was

13 Q. What year did you graduate?

14 A. 2013.

15 Q. What degree did you earn?

16 A. Bachelor of Science in Statistics.
17 Q. Do you have an advanced degree?
18 A. No.

19 Q. Did you do any preparation for today's
20 deposition?

21 A. Notreally.

22 Q. What did you do to prepare?

13 maybe August of 2021 -- | took that information,
14 and I created a dataset for the state of

15 Tennessee that could be used by us and actually
16 other cities, if they wanted to. And | e-mailed

17 it to some other cities, the big four, so

18 Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville.

19 And then | looked at the current city

20 districts as it compared with the new 2020

21 information, which was not asked of me. | just
22 took that initiative.

23 A. Looked at previous redistricting 23 Q. On both of those counts?
24 information | had online and mentally thought | 24 A. Yes.
25 through what happened. 25 Q. After you compiled that dataset in
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE 9..12
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Page 13

Page 15

1 August 2021, did you share it with anyone else 1 Microsoft of GIS applications. So a
2 other than the cities you named? 2 redistricting add-on is probably a tool that goes
3 A. No. 3 onto an ESRI GIS product to allow for easier
4 Q. Did you share it with any member of the 4 redistricting.
5 City Council? 5 Q. You say "we're looking at ways to solicit
6 A. |believelused that same data for a 6 some public input and council Input on districts,
7 future initial meeting to show what the current 7 and it seems like ESRI might have a solution."
8 council districts' overall numbers were. 8 When you wrote "input on districts,"
9 Q. Were you involved in the selection process 9 you're referring to redistricting, correct?
10 for the Redistricting Committee from the City 10 A. Yes.
11 Council? 11 Q. Who is "we" referring to in that
12 A. Could you clarify? 12 statement?
13 (Reporter communication.) 13 A. "We" most likely refers to myself, Tim
14 BY MR. WEEKS: 14 Moreland, Chris Anderson.
15 Q. So the committee that was appointed to 15 Q. What was the reason you were looking to
16 focus on redistricting, if | refer to that 16 solicit public input on redistricting?
17 committee as the Redistricting Committee going 17 A. Atthat time, | believe, this was in the
18 forward, will you know you what | mean? 18 infancy of even understanding the methodology.
19 A. Yes. 19 So we weren't even fully aware of the
20 Q. Okay. Were you involved in selecting the 20 methodology, State requirements. This is first,
21 members of the City Council that would be on the | 21 | guess, like the fact-finding of just finding
22 Redistricting Committee? 22 what's available.
23 A. No. 23 Q. And what was the reason you were looking
24 Q. Generally speaking, as of September 2021, | 24 to solicit Council input on redistricting?
25 what did you understand your role to be in the 25 A. Probably just kind of a similar -- similar
Page 14 Page 16
1 redistricting process? 1 concept. It's just fact finding.
2 A. lunderstood my role to be technical 2 Q. Were you aware that City Council was
3 support. 3 responsible for redistricting?
4 Q. Did that understanding change between 4 A. Atthis time | believe we were.
5 September 2021 and May 20227? 5 Q. And was the office -- was your office, the
6 A. No. 6 Performance Management and Open Data, that
7 MR. WEEKS: I'll mark this Exhibit 1. 7 office, responsible for choosing the new
8 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 8 redistricting boundaries?
9 Exhibit Number 1.) 9 A. lwould say it's probably not written down
10 BY MR. WEEKS: 10 anywhere.
11 Q. Go ahead and take a look at that. I've 11 Q. It's not written down anywhere?
12 handed you a document that appears to be an 12 A. Inthe city charter or ordinance. It's
13 e-mail sent by you on September 24th, 2021. 13 just that we have a lot of experience dealing
14 Is this, in fact, e-mail you sent on that 14 with data, data science, analytics, GIS work.
15 date? 15 Q. As of September 24th, 2021, you understood
16 A. Yes. 16 that, though it wasn't written down anywhere, the
17 Q. Who is Mickey Park? 17 Office of Performance Management and Open Data
18 A. Mickey Park at the time, who is now 18 was responsible for choosing the new district
19 retired, was the head of our GIS team in Public | 19 boundaries?
20 Works. 20 MR. NOBLETT: Obijection to the form.
21 Q. Whatis GIS? 21 Go ahead and answer, if you know.
22 A. Geographic information systems. 22 THE WITNESS: No. I'd say we were
23 Q. Andwhat is the ESRI redistricting add-on? 23 not necessarily responsible. We just took
24 A. ESRI--which I don't know what that 24 initiative.
25 stands for -- is a large company, think the 25 /1
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE 13..16
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Page 21
1 This is titled "City of Chattanooga
2 Redistricting Presented on March 1, 2022." Are
3 you familiar with this document?
4 A. Yes.
5 Q. Whatis this document?
6 A. ltis aslide deck of a presentation
7 related to redistricting.
8 Q. Did you author this presentation?
9 A. Ibelieve so.
10 Q. Did you give this presentation to the City
11 Council?
12 A. Given it's title, City Council of

13 Chattanooga Redistricting, I'm assuming so, but
14 I'm not sure.

15 Q. Do you recall attending a City Council

16 meeting on March 1st, 20227

17 A. I'munsure of the specific date, but | do

18 know I did attend and present at several City

19 Council meetings.

20 Q. If you could turn to page 3 here, which is

21 requirements and considerations, the last bullet

22 point says "Public input is not required by state

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 23
individual Council input. So we'd come to you
individually and say, 'What are you interested in
having in your district, and what works for you?"

Was that statement true?
A. Ifit'srecorded that | said it? Are you
saying is it true | said it?
Q. No. No. Isittrue that's what happened?
A. lwould say that is probably a bit of a
selling statement | made. That's probably --
that is not true that that's exactly what
occurred.
Q. Inwhatway is it not true?
A. Inthe fact that we did not directly ask
them what do they want in their district.
Q. Okay. So I'll read you a statement
Mr. Anderson made during the same meeting.

Mr. Anderson said, "Full lines reflect
hours and hours, really hundreds and hundreds of
staff time spent with the nine and now eight of
you. We can change the lines however you want,
and | want to stress that this is the proposal
based on your input.”

23 law or the charter." Is this accurate? 23 Same question. Was that statement true?
24 A. Yes. 24 A.  Yes.
25 Q. What was the purpose of including this 25 Q. You would agree that staff spent hundreds
Page 22 Page 24
1 bullet point? 1 and hundreds of hours with the City Council
2 A. I'munsure. 2 members on an individual basis?
3 Q. Next page, titled "Process Used," at 3 A. Not hundreds and hundreds of hours on an
4 Point E here it says that one of the 4 individual basis.
5 considerations for changing boundaries was, 5 On an individual basis, | would say for
6 quote, use individual Council input. 6 each council member on average maybe an hour or
7 Is this a true statement? 7 two, maybe one meeting or two.
8 A. Yes. 8 Q. So at most 18 hours?
9 Q. Asof March 1st, 2022, in what way had 9 A. Sure.
10 individual Council input been used in the process 10 Q. Was -- the second part of the statement
11 of changing boundaries? 11 was the -- was the proposal shown to City Council
12 A. In general? 12 on March 1 based on the input of individual City
13 Q. Uh-huh. 13 Council members in meetings with you and
14 A. |believe we shared the proposed 14 Mr. Anderson and Mr. Moreland?
15 redistricting boundaries. And individually, a 15 A. Asin we showed them the proposed
16 council member, we -- when | say "we," | mean 16 districts.
17 Chris Anderson, myself, and Tim Moreland, or just 17 Q. Was the proposal that you showed them on
18 Chris Anderson would show it to a council member | 18 March 1st, was that proposal based on the input
19 individually. 19 of individual City Council members in those
20 Q. Yeah. SoI'll read you a statement that 20 meetings with you and Mr. Anderson and
21 you made during this meeting while discussing 21 Mr. Moreland?
22 this slide. You said, "And then we also used, as 22 A. Yes.
23 Chris said, individual Council input"” -- 23 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 4.
24 (Reporter communication.) 24 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
25 "Then we also used, as Chris said, 25 Exhibit Number 4.)
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Page 25

BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. I've handed you a set of e-mails that --
a document that appears to be a set of e-mails
ending March 6th, 2022. This is Bates
stamped 123.

Do you recall seeing -- do you recall
seeing this set of e-mails previously?

A. Amlonthese e-mails?
Q. You're not. You're not on --
A. No. Butlam aware of the interaction
with Dr. Holmes.
Q. So I'll direct you specifically to the
e-mail written by Joda Thongnopnua on March 6th
at 6:26.

Did you help Mr. Thongnopnua author this
e-mail?
A No.
Q. Who is Mr. Thongnopnua?
A. He was the chief of staff at the time.
Q. Did you report to him?
A. |suppose, through chain of command.
Q. He says here: "This year, as in prior
administrations, we believe it is appropriate

that Chattanooga City Council direct the

Page 27

1 Did you send the e-mails on this page

2 dated March 29, 2022, and March 7th, 2022?

3 A. Yes.

4 Q. On March 7th -- and just to clean this up,

5 this thread includes the e-mail that we just

6 discussed from Mr. Thongnopnua, correct?

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q. On March 7th Everlena Holmes writes a set

9 of questions, which includes Question 5, which is
10 a request for information regarding the committee
11 makeup of those who worked on redrawing the
12 districts and how was this committee formed.

13 Then on March 7th you sent a message to
14 Chris Anderson that says, in part, for Question 5
15 that you -- this is the fourth line down here,

16 fifth line down, met individually with council

17 members between December 9th and February 15th
18 for Council input.

19 Is that statement true?

20 A. Yeah.

21 Q. Whatinput are you referring to here?

22 A. Generally, we would show them the map.
23 Q. The -- was there input from City Council

24 members during that time period?

25 development and process of determining theirnew | 25 A. There might be -- they might have a

Page 26 Page 28
1 boundaries. The Kelly administration simply 1 reaction. They might also not. So it depends.
2 helped to provide data and render maps with 2 Q. Was the -- you say here you met for
3 changes requested by council members as guided by 3 Council input. Was the purpose of your meetings
4 the process outlined by Chattanooga City 4 to obtain input from the Council Members?
5 Council." 5 A. Yes.
6 Are you included within the group that 6 Q. Below that you say "February 15th, 2022,
7 Mr. Thongnopnua is calling the Kelly 7 Redistricting Committee meeting with new proposed
8 administration? 8 based on Council input."
9 A. Do you mean -- 9 What does "proposed” refer to here?
10 Q. Were you at that time included within the 10 A. Probably the proposed map.
11 group that Mr. Thongnopnua is calling the Kelly 11 Q. And did the Redistricting Committee
12 administration? 12 approve the proposal that you made during that
13 A. Heis most likely referring to, yes, our 13 February 15th, 2022, meeting?
14 group. 14 A. No. There was no vote or approval.
15 Q. Andin your personal experience is 15 Q. What happened with the proposal that you
16 Mr. Thongnopnua's statement about the role of the 16 made?
17 Kelly administration in the redistricting process 17 A. |believe we then took it to City Council.
18 true? 18 Q. When you say "we," who do you mean?
19 A. Yes. 19 A. Myself, Chris Anderson, Tim Moreland.
20 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 20 Q. Who asked you to bring it to City Council?
21 Exhibit Number 5.) 21 A. Most likely the chairs, Dr. Berz.
22 BY MR. WEEKS: 22 Q. Why do you say that? Why do you say "most
23 Q. So I've handed you a document that appears 23 likely"?
24 to be a set of e-mails ending March 29th, 2022, 24 A. Because |l can't recall the exact events.
25 Bates stamped 893. 25 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 6.
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Page 29
1 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
2 Exhibit Number 6.)
3 BY MR. WEEKS:
4 Q. Are you familiar with this document?
5 A. Somewhat.
6 Q. Howso?
7 A. It seems to reflect the timeline that was
8 in the other e-mail that you just showed me.
9 Q. Did you write this document?
10 A. Ithink I may have.

11 Q. What gives you the impression that you
12 would have?

13 A. Because it seems to reflect the prior

14 e-mail.

15 Q. If you -- in the normal course of

16 business, if you had written this document, what
17 would you have done with it?

18 A. With this timeline?

19 Q. (Nods head.)

20 A. This might have been arequest to

21 Dr. Holmes that had just put together more
22 detailed...

23 Q. Looking here at the entry September 22nd,

24
25

2021, it says Redistricting Committee Chair Carol
Berz requests help from City staff with

O~NO O WNPEF

9
10
11
12
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Page 31
at that meeting?

A. | believe we had a -- some visual

information that we had found through the State's
redistricting guidelines and maybe a couple other
sources.

Q. Did she request anything else from you

during that meeting?

A. Most likely maybe to make a presentation
for the Redistricting Committee.

Q. On the entry dated February 15th, 2022, it
says: Redistricting Committee meeting to present
the updated map based on individual council
member's feedback, map placed on agenda for
consideration and deliberation.

That -- taking the first sentence first,
Redistricting Committee meeting to present the
updated map based on individual council member's
feedback, is that statement accurate?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Taking the second sentence now, who
made the decision to place the map on the Council
agenda for consideration and deliberation?

A. |believe that would be Carol Berz.
Q. And, finally, looking at the entry here
dated October 6th, this says: Initial

Page 30
1 tabulation of census data within existing City
2 council borders to help prepare for the City's
3 works.
4 Did Council Member Berz get that request
5 toyou?
6 A. Yes.
7
8

Well, not directly.

Q. Oh. Who communicated that request to you?
9 A. Most likely came from Chris.
10 Q. Your understanding is that she

11 communicated that request to Chris.

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. What was your understanding of how she
14 made that request to Chris?

15 A. ldon't know.

16 Q. Did you speak with Council Member Berz

17 directly on or around September 21st, 2021, about
18 redistricting?

19 A. Wedid have a meeting with her, just her,
20 at one point, Chris Anderson, myself, Tim. I'm
21 not sure. There might have been other people,
22 but not -- not other City Council people. At

23 some point | think in late September, early

OCoOoO~NOOUOITPRWNPE
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Redistricting Committee meeting.
And | just want you to keep that date in
mind as we look at the next exhibit here.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 7.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Sol've handed you Exhibit 7, which is a
document that appears to be an invitation for a
redistricting education succession for Council
dated September 30th, 2021.
Did you attend this meeting?

A. Yes.
Q. Is this the meeting dated October 6th on
the timeline that we looked at in Exhibit 67

A. It could be. This could also be an
education session for Carol Berz.

Q. Were there -- so was there a separate
education session for Carol Berz as well as a --

A. Priorto.
Q. Sorry. Excuse me.

-- prior to a Redistricting Committee
meeting around the same time in September or

October 20217

24 October. 24 A. Yes.
25 Q. Did she request any information from you 25 Q. Speaking about the second one of those,
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the Redistricting Committee meeting then, did
Councilwoman Dotley also attend that meeting?
A. She may have.
Q. Hadyou also -- so you had previously
discussed redistricting with Councilwoman Berz
prior to that meeting.

Had you also discussed redistricting with
Councilwoman Dotley prior to that first meeting?
A. ldon't believe so.

Q. Inthat first meeting did you propose a
redistricting map?
A. Notin the first meeting with the
Redistricting Committee.
MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 8.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 8.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Take a second to look through this one.
A. (Reviews document.)
Q. Sol've handed you a document that appears
to be a presentation titled "Redistricting Data."
Are you familiar with this document?
A. Yes.
Q. And did you author this?
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redistricting process?
A. We felt many of the steps were valuable to
follow even though they were not legally required
by us.
Q. Those steps are paraphrased on this slide,
correct?
A. Yes.
MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 9.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 9.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Sol've handed you a document that appears
to be a Guide to Local Government Redistricting
in Tennessee dated May 2021. It's Bates stamped
starting at 278.
Is this the State guide that we were just
speaking about?
A. Yes.
Q. Soif we turn to Chapter 3, which starts
on page 17, Step 1 here says: Appoint a
Redistricting Committee to draw plans. County
legislative bodies must decide who will be
responsible for drawing the district lines. The
whole legislative body itself can work in this

25 A. | believe so. capacity, but it may be more appropriate to
Page 34 Page 36

1 Q. Did you give this presentation during the 1 select a redistricting committee.
2 initial Redistricting Committee meeting? 2 Was one of the purposes of the City
3 A. This does look like a presentation | would 3 Redistricting Committee to draw plans?
4 give during the initial Redistricting Committee 4 A. Asin--not from my understanding, but
5 meeting. 5 they were going to draw the plans.
6 Q. Do you have any reason to think it wasn't 6 Q. What do you mean by that?
7 this presentation? 7 A. They lacked the technical capacity to draw
8 A. No. 8 plans.
9 Q. |Ifyou could, turn to page 4, required 9 Q. Okay. Was it your understanding that they
10 steps. 10 were responsible for drawing the district lines?
11 A. Yes. 11 A. They wereresponsible -- sorry. The
12 Q. So this says: Required steps from State 12 Redistricting Committee -- when you say "they,"
13 guide for counties. 13 you're referring to the Redistricting Committee?
14 What is the State guide for counties this 14 Q. Yeah. Let me rephrase.
15 is referring to? 15 Was the Redistricting Committee
16 A. Thereis a PDF, State guide from the State | 16 responsible for asking the City staff to draw the
17 of Tennessee on redistricting, that is written 17 district lines?
18 for counties specifically. 18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Have you -- did you review that State 19 Q. Step 3 here says on page 18: Decide if
20 guide? 20 the number of districts and commissioners will
21 A. Yes. 21 remain the same.
22 Q. Did you review it prior to writing this 22 And then it says: If the committee or
23 presentation? 23 county commission decides to change the number of
24 A. Yes. 24 districts and/or size of the commission, skip to
25 Q. How was that State guide used during the 25 Step 4.

Lexi tas - TENNESSEE 33..36

(615) 595- 0073



http://www.elitereportingservices.com

©CoOoO~NOUTA,WNPE

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Page 33
the Redistricting Committee meeting then, did
Councilwoman Dotley also attend that meeting?
A. She may have.
Q. Hadyou also -- so you had previously
discussed redistricting with Councilwoman Berz
prior to that meeting.

Had you also discussed redistricting with
Councilwoman Dotley prior to that first meeting?
A. ldon't believe so.

Q. Inthat first meeting did you propose a
redistricting map?
A. Notin the first meeting with the
Redistricting Committee.
MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 8.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 8.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Take a second to look through this one.
A. (Reviews document.)
Q. Sol've handed you a document that appears
to be a presentation titled "Redistricting Data."
Are you familiar with this document?
A. Yes.
Q. And did you author this?
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redistricting process?
A. We felt many of the steps were valuable to
follow even though they were not legally required
by us.
Q. Those steps are paraphrased on this slide,
correct?
A. Yes.
MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 9.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 9.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Sol've handed you a document that appears
to be a Guide to Local Government Redistricting
in Tennessee dated May 2021. It's Bates stamped
starting at 278.
Is this the State guide that we were just
speaking about?
A. Yes.
Q. Soif we turn to Chapter 3, which starts
on page 17, Step 1 here says: Appoint a
Redistricting Committee to draw plans. County
legislative bodies must decide who will be
responsible for drawing the district lines. The
whole legislative body itself can work in this

25 A. | believe so. capacity, but it may be more appropriate to
Page 34 Page 36

1 Q. Did you give this presentation during the 1 select a redistricting committee.
2 initial Redistricting Committee meeting? 2 Was one of the purposes of the City
3 A. This does look like a presentation | would 3 Redistricting Committee to draw plans?
4 give during the initial Redistricting Committee 4 A. Asin--not from my understanding, but
5 meeting. 5 they were going to draw the plans.
6 Q. Do you have any reason to think it wasn't 6 Q. What do you mean by that?
7 this presentation? 7 A. They lacked the technical capacity to draw
8 A. No. 8 plans.
9 Q. |Ifyou could, turn to page 4, required 9 Q. Okay. Was it your understanding that they
10 steps. 10 were responsible for drawing the district lines?
11 A. Yes. 11 A. They wereresponsible -- sorry. The
12 Q. So this says: Required steps from State 12 Redistricting Committee -- when you say "they,"
13 guide for counties. 13 you're referring to the Redistricting Committee?
14 What is the State guide for counties this 14 Q. Yeah. Let me rephrase.
15 is referring to? 15 Was the Redistricting Committee
16 A. Thereis a PDF, State guide from the State | 16 responsible for asking the City staff to draw the
17 of Tennessee on redistricting, that is written 17 district lines?
18 for counties specifically. 18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Have you -- did you review that State 19 Q. Step 3 here says on page 18: Decide if
20 guide? 20 the number of districts and commissioners will
21 A. Yes. 21 remain the same.
22 Q. Did you review it prior to writing this 22 And then it says: If the committee or
23 presentation? 23 county commission decides to change the number of
24 A. Yes. 24 districts and/or size of the commission, skip to
25 Q. How was that State guide used during the 25 Step 4.
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1 Did the Redistricting Committee decide if 1 Determine the method for drawing new districts.
2 the number of districts would remain the same? 2 MR. NOBLETT: Going back to
3 A. The Committee collectively did not. 3 Exhibit 8, or which?
4 Q. Who made that decision? 4 MR. WEEKS: No. No. We are still on
5 A. Carol Berz. 5 Exhibit 9.
6 Q. When did she make that decision? 6 MR. NOBLETT: State Guide, page 4
7 A. Most likely it was -- it was never 7 instead of 17?
8 communicated directly to me from Carol Berz. 8 MR. WEEKS: No. We're on Step 4,
9 Q. Didshe make itin her capacity as the 9 page 19.
10 chair of the Redistricting Committee? 10 BY MR. WEEKS:
11 A. Yes. Iwould say so. 11 Q. So, "If necessary, draw one or more new
12 Q. You said it wasn't communicated to you 12 district plans.”
13 directly from Ms. Berz. How was it communicated | 13 It says, third: Determine the method for
14 to you? 14 drawing new districts. There are three basic
15 A. It most likely came from Chris Anderson. 15 choices on how to start redistricting, and then
16 Q. Step 4 here says: If necessary, draw one 16 three choices are given in bold here. The first
17 or more new district plans. 17 is use census blocks with current districts, the
18 And then a bit later it says: Determine 18 second is use census blocks only, and the third
19 if the committee wants to adopt guidelines under 19 is use precinct boundaries.
20 which the district lines will be drawn. 20 Which approach was used in Chattanooga's
21 Did you -- did the Redistricting Committee 21 redistricting?
22 adopt guidelines under which the district lines 22 A. Most -- the initial setup is using the
23 would be drawn? 23 census blocks with current districts.
24 A. No. 24 Q. Whose decision was it to use that first
25 Q. SoI'lljust tell you that we're going to 25 approach?
Page 38 Page 40
1 look at a set of slides later that says that a 1 A. Most likely that was a methodology that
2 neighborhood boundary file along with arterial 2 myself, Tim Moreland proposed to Dr. Berz.
3 roadways and natural land features should be used 3 Q. Didyou propose it in the same discussion
4 as guidelines. 4 as you proposed the last -- as you made the last
5 Did the Redistricting Committee adopt 5 proposal that we just talked about?
6 those guidelines? 6 A. |believe so.
7 A. We adopted those guidelines in redrawing 7 Q. Whatdid Ms. Berz say?
8 of districts. "We," as in myself and Tim 8 A. ldon'trecall.
9 Moreland. 9 Q. Butyou did go ahead and use that
10 Q. Were you directed to adopt those 10 proposed?
11 guidelines? 11 A. Yes.
12 A. We were not. 12 Q. Step 5 here says on page 20: Complete the
13 Q. How did you determine that those 13 final district plan. When the committee agrees

14 guidelines would be the ones adopted?

15 A. We proposed them to Carol Berz.
16 Q. And what was her response to that
17 proposal?

18 A. She agreed with it.

19 Q. When did you make that proposal to her?
20 A. Most likely before the initial

21 Redistricting Committee meeting.

22 Q. Did you make that proposal to her during
23 the information session that included her only?
24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Next page, still under Step 4, we have:

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

on a final district plan, the committee should
review it with the following legal guidelines in
mind.

And then there's a few guidelines here
given.

The full City Council reviewed a
redistricting map during its March 1st, 2022,
strategic planning session and the presentation
you gave, correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Did that presentation contain a plan on
which the Redistricting Committee had agreed?
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A. They did not formally vote to approve.
Q. You had a set of meetings with individual

City Council members between December 9th and
March 1st, 2022.

Did the individual meetings you had with
those staff members -- through those meetings,
was a consensus reached as to the proposed map
that would be presented on March 1st, 20227

A. Yes, | would say so.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 10.)

BY MR. WEEKS:

Q. I've handed you a document that appears to
be an invitation to a redistricting committee
information session on Thursday, December 9th,

2021.
Did you attend this meeting?
A. Yes, | believe so.
Q. We reviewed Councilperson Berz's

March 17th, 2022, e-mail earlier which she wrote:
On several occasions Councilpersons Dotley,
Smith, Hester, and | occupied the same space of
the mayor's large conference room.

Does the December 9th meeting fit that

Page 43

1 Ms. Berz and Mr. Anderson to cause as little

2 disruption as possible of existing boundaries?

3 A. That conversation most likely occurred in
4 our initial meeting with Dr. Berz.

5 Q. Not in this December 9th?

6 A. No.

7 Q. Okay. Did you attend those meetings with

8 the individual council members that we discussed?
9 A. Sometimes.

10 Q. What determined whether or not you would
11 attend that individual meeting?

12 A. Strictly, it was most likely availability.

13 Q. When you didn't attend a -- stepping back,
14 when you were available, you did attend?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. And when you didn't attend, were you

17 updated about the discussion that had occurred?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Who updated you?

20 A. Chris Anderson.

21 Q. And how did he update you?

22 A. Verbally.

23 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 11.

24 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked

25 Exhibit Number 11.)
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A. Yes.
Q. Did you ask for the Redistricting

Committee to get together on December 9th?
A. | believe Chris Anderson did, based on
this invitation.

Or whoever sent out this invitation asked
that.
Q. To your knowledge, was Mr. Anderson
directed to call this Redistricting Committee
information session?

MR. NOBLETT: Objection to form.

THE WITNESS: | would assume so.
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Who would you assume?

A. lwould assume it's Chris or could even --
this actually looks like it is Ryan Ewalt's
calender. So it could have been Ryan Ewalt.
Q. Thinking back again to that March 17th
e-mail Councilperson Berz goes on to say: | ask
that Mr. Anderson do two things; one, get the
districts in compliance with the law with as

little disruption as possible of the existing
boundaries; and, two, meet individually with each

Page 44

BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. So this is the presentation that
| mentioned earlier. This is a document that
appears to be labeled "Redistricting." It's
dated December 9th, 2021.
Are you familiar with this document?

Yes.

Okay. Did you author this document?

| believe so.

And did you give this presentation?
11 A. 1did give this presentation.
12 Q. If we can turn to the page titled "Process
13 Used." So there's a set of -- so on this
14 page, Point 1, it says: "Apply existing Council
15 boundaries to new census data."
16 It's your testimony that you and Mr. --
17 you and -- you and Chris Anderson proposed this
18 approach to Ms. Berz and that she agreed with
19 that approach; is that correct?
20 A. Yes.
21 Q. Andasto Points 2C and -- .2C and .2D,
22 it's your testimony that you and Mr. Anderson
23 proposed this -- these guidelines to Ms. Berz and

A.
Q.
A.
10 Q.

O©CoooO~NOOOUITRWNPE

24 councilperson. 24 that she agreed with that approach, correct?
25 Do you recall the conversation between 25 A.  Yes.
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MR. NOBLETT: Objection to form.
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Were you -- let's see. Looking now at the
second-to-last page, we have side-by-side maps.
To clean that up, when you and
Mr. Anderson were speaking with Ms. Berz
about Point 1, you were speaking with her in her
role as the Redistricting Committee Chair,
correct?
10 A. Yes.
11 Q. And asto Point 2C, you were speaking with
12 her in her role as the Redistricting Committee
13 Chair, correct?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. Andasto Point 2D, in her role as
16 Redistricting Committee Chair, correct?
17 A. Yes.
18 Q. Looking at these maps, was this the first
19 time that Councilwoman Berz had seen the map
20 labeled "Proposed Map"?
21 A. ldon'trecall if we had an individual
22 meeting with her prior to showing this proposed
23 draft.
24 Q. What about the other members of the
25 Redistricting Committee?

O©ooO~NOOUITWNBEF
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1 of the neighborhoods whole instead of splitting
2 them down the middle.

Do you remember her saying something to
that effect on December 9th?
A. ldon'trecall, but she may have.
Q. Do you recall her saying something to that
effect at any point?
A. ldo recall receiving feedback, which
9 could have been from Council or anyone,
10 appreciating us not splitting up neighborhoods.
11 Q. Was that feedback that you recall during a
12 Redistricting Committee meeting?
13 A. It may have been.
14 Q. Following the presentation of the proposed
15 draft map, did the Redistricting Committee give
16 you and Mr. Anderson any instructions?
17 A. No.
18 Q. Did the Redistricting Committee instruct
19 that you and Mr. Anderson meet individually with
20 members of the City Council?
21 A. No.
22 Q. Who instructed you to do that?
23 A. I honestly cannot recall if we took that
24 up as our own prerogative or if Mr. Anderson did
25 or if we were directed by Dr. Berz.

Page 46
A. ldon't believe they have seen it then

either.

Q. The boundaries changed in the map labeled
"Proposed Draft" -- or "Proposed Map," correct?
A. Correct.

Q. Did any member of the Redistricting
Committee provide input regarding the proposed
draft map -- sorry -- the proposed draft map

9 prior to your presentation on December 9th?

10 A. ldon't believe so.

11 Q. Did any other member of the City Council
12 provide input on the proposed draft map prior to
13 December 9th?

14 A. ldon't believe so.

15 Q. Who was it a proposal to?

16 A. To the Redistricting Committee.

17 Q. Isthe proposed draft here identical to

18 the eventual final redistricting boundaries?

O~NO U WN B
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1 Q. Did you inform the Redistricting Committee
2 in this December 9th meeting that you would be
3 conducting individual meetings with members of
4 the City Council?

5 A. Ibelieve we did.
6 MR. WEEKS: 12.
7 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked

8 Exhibit Number 12.)

9 BY MR. WEEKS:

10 Q. You met with the Redistricting Committee
11 again on February 15th, correct?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. And prior to that meeting, as we

14 discussed, you had met with several Council
15 members individually, correct?

16 A. Yes.
17 Q. Do you recall between the December 9th
18 meeting and the February 15th meeting which

19 A. No. 19 Council members you met with individually?
20 Q. What did the Redistricting Committee do 20 A. ldonot.
21 with the proposal that you made to them on 21 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 13.
22 December 9th in this proposed draft map? 22 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
23 A. Nothing. 23 Exhibit Number 13.)
24 Q. Councilwoman Dotley testified that she was 24 BY MR. WEEKS:
25 glad about the proposed map and that it made some | 25 Q. I've handed you a document titled
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1 "Redistricting, February 15th, 2022." 1 Committee on December 9th and February 15th.

2 Are you familiar with this document? 2 Why weren't those maps published to the

3 A. Yes. 3 public?

4 Q. And did you author this document? 4 A. ldon't know.

5 A. Yes. 5 Q. You mentioned your office's commitment to

6 Q. And did you make this presentation? 6 transparency.

7 A.  Yes. 7 Would publishing the earlier maps have

8 Q. And did you make it on February 15th, 8 promoted that commitment to transparency?

9 20227 9 A. Yes.

10 A. Yes. 10 Q. Were you instructed not to publish those

11 Q. Page 6 is titled "Current Changes." 11 earlier maps?

12 Were any of the -- were any of the changes | 12 A. Idon't believe so.

13 on this list a result of your meetings or phone 13 Q. Was it suggested to you that you shouldn't

14 calls with individual Council members? 14 publish those earlier maps?

15 A. They may have been. 15 A. ldon't believe so.

16 Q. SoI'm going to read you a quote from a 16 Q. Did you have a discussion with anyone

17 March 1st Strategic Planning Session. 17 about publishing those earlier maps?

18 At that meeting, Councilwoman Berz said, 18 A. No, |l don't believe so.

19 "One thing we talked about -- that Council 19 Q. Did you consider publishing those earlier

20 persons Dotley and Hester and | talked about at | 20 maps?

21 great length is that none of this affects 21 A. Most likely not, since we probably viewed

22 District 8." 22 those as awork in progress.

23 Did that conversation happen during this 23 Q. Would you have been allowed to publish

24 February 15th meeting? 24 those earlier maps?

25 A. ldon'trecall. 25 A. Asindid | have the technical authority
Page 50 Page 52

1 Q. Whatis your recollection of what would 1 to publish it onto the website or legally was

2 happen with District 8 following the departure of 2 |l allowed to?

3 Councilman Byrd in February 2022? 3 Q. Not legally, but would you have had to ask

4 A. My recollection for District 8 is having 4 permission of somebody?

5 to shift it due to population changes. 5 A. Atthattime, | probably would feel that

6 Q. Do you recall taking a different approach 6 | needed to ask permission.

7 as to District 8, as compared with other 7 Q. Who would you have had to ask that

8 districts, given that, starting in February 2022, 8 permission of?

9 it was not represented by a councilperson for a 9 A. Most likely Chris Anderson.

10 period? 10 Q. Who made the decision to publish the map

11 A. Yes. Where we tried to keep it more in 11 on or around March 1st?

12 line with what was the current District 8. 12 A. That was most likely our decision.

13 MR. WEEKS: Let's take a break for 13 Q. "Our" being?

14 five minutes. 14 A. Myself, Chris Anderson, Tim Moreland.

15 (Short break.) 15 Q. And did the three of you seek permission

16 BY MR. WEEKS: 16 from anyone on City Council to publish that map?

17 Q. When was the first redistricting proposed 17 A. Chris Anderson may have, but not that

18 map published to the public? 18 Irecall.

19 A. If I had to guess, it would be around the 19 Q. Do you recall a meeting with Councilman

20 presentation to all of City Council. 20 Henderson?

21 Q. The March 1st presentation? 21 A. ldon'trecallif I --if I met with him.

22 A. Around that time, probably. The meta-data | 22 There are some Council people | distinctly

23 should be on ChattaData -- 23 remember, but 1 don't recall if I met with him.

24 Q. We saw at least that there were maps -- 24 Q. Are you aware of whether he met with at

25 proposed maps given to the Redistricting 25 least Mr. Anderson?
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A. Yes.
Q. How are you aware of that?
A. |believe that Mr. Anderson would have
communicated to me, as he did make an attempt to
5 meet with every single Councilperson.
6 Q. And do you recall being aware that
7 Councilperson Henderson had objected to the
8 proposed map at his individual meeting?

1
2
3
4

9 MR. NOBLETT: Objection to the form.
10 THE WITNESS: That sounds familiar,
11 butlcan't remember the exact objection -- or
12 issue.

13 BY MR. WEEKS:

14 Q. Were you told to make a change to

15 District 1 between -- to the -- to the boundary
16 of District 1 during the period between

17 December 9th and February 15th?

18 A. We made a change, | believe, between
19 District 1, 2, and maybe 3 on some of their
20 boundaries between them.

21 Q. Do you recall why you made that change?
22 A. Do you have a specific change you can
23 reference?

24 Q. Sure. If we can, look at the

25 Redistricting presentation from February 15th and

Page 55
1 believe it was 8, 9, and 5 -- needed to expand,
2 which, geographically, pushes other districts
3 kind of out into each other in order to balance
4 populations.
5 Q. Now, looking at Exhibit 13 -- if you
6 could, turn to the map on Exhibit 13.
7 This northernmost piece that we just
8 referenced of the -- of the -- what is the
9 salmon-colored district in the proposed draft is
10 green in the proposed draft, but is returned to
11 District 1 in the February 15th draft; is that
12 correct?
13 end of proof
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. Why that change between December 9th and
16 February 15th?

17 A. That may have been feedback from Council.
18 Q. Feedback from Mr. Henderson?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. What feedback?

21 A. Mr. Henderson may have wanted to keep that

22 neighborhood at the very top.

23 Q. And who did he give that feedback to?
24 A. Most likely to Chris Anderson, or, if
25 | was there, myself.

Page 54
compare it to the one from December 9th. So
that's Exhibits 11 and | think 13.

So looking at the proposed draft in the
December 9th map. Do you have that pulled up?
This is Exhibit 11.

So which district here is District 1?

A. ltisthe --1guess the lighter salmon
district.

Q. And so in the proposed draft on

10 December 9th we see that the top portion of the

11 northernmost portion of the City of Chattanooga

12 is green, and in the February 15th map we see

13 that is part of District 1, correct?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Why was that change made?

16 A. That change was made due to population
17 shifts.

18 Q. Was that change made in response to a

19 conversation that Mr. Henderson had with City

20 staff, including Mr. Anderson?

21 A. Thechange in current and proposed, |

22 believe, was due to population shifts from the
23 city center where populations broadly within the
24 city had not increased at the same rate as more
25 suburban areas. And due to that, districts -- |

O©CoO~NOOTD WNPE
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1 Q. And after you -- after Mr. Anderson
2 received that feedback, were you the one that
3 made the change to District 1 to add this new
4 boundary back?

5 A. Yes. Iwould be the one who would make
6 the technical change.

7 MR. ELLIOTT: Off the record.

8 (Off-the-record discussion.)

9 MR. WEEKS: This will be 14.

10 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked

11 Exhibit Number 14.)

12 BY MR. WEEKS:

13 Q. So I've handed you what appears to be an
14 invitation for a January 18th discussion between
15 Chris Anderson and Councilperson Hill.

16 Did you attend this meeting between

17 Mr. Anderson and Councilperson Hill?

18 A. lam not on theinvite, so most likely

19 not.

20 Q. If you would have been available, you

21 would have attended this meeting?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Did Mr. Anderson discuss this meeting with

24 you, following it?
25 A. He probably did.
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1 Q. Do you recall that discussion? 1 District 3's numbers became out of
2 A. No. 2 compliance. And so we had to take -- again,
3 Q. Areyou aware -- or did Councilperson Hill 3 trying to keep neighborhoods together and using
4 make any requests to change the boundaries of her 4 arterial roads, following kind of the
5 district during this January 18th, 2022, 5 redistricting guidelines -- had to take a
6 discussion? 6 neighborhood that was in, at the time,
7 A. ldon'trecall any requests from her. 7 District 2, Councilwoman Hill's, to shift that to
8 MR. WEEKS: So this will be 8 balance the District 3 number, which then put her
9 Exhibit 15. 9 numbers and population out of compliance. So
10 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 10 then we had to figure out from her numbers where
11 Exhibit Number 15.) 11 we could make a shift.
12 BY MR. WEEKS: 12 Does that make sense?
13 Q. So following the January 18th discussion 13 Q. Part of that made sense.
14 between Mr. Anderson and Ms. Hill -- I've handed 14 So if I understand, when the -- when the
15 you a document that appears to be a set of 15 top portion of Chattanooga shifted from
16 e-mails from you to Mr. Anderson sent the morning | 16 District 2 back to District 1, that lowered the
17 of January 19th. This is Bates-stamped 863. 17 remaining population in District 2, correct?
18 Did you send these e-mails? 18 A. District 3 back to District 1. That
19 A. Yes. 19 lowered their population in District 3, which
20 Q. And these e-mails were sent the morning 20 then that needed to be made up.
21 after the discussion indicated on the invitation 21 And the only other option was to take some
22 that we just looked at, correct? 22 of that from District 2, which then meant
23 A. Thatis correct. 23 District 2 needed to take some population from
24 Q. Does this refresh your recollection as to 24 District 1 -- which is referring to east of 27,
25 whether Mr. Anderson -- as to whether 25 using a main highway as a boundary that people
Page 58 Page 60
1 Mr. Anderson informed you about the contents of 1 can easily relate to, and Hill City, which is a
2 his discussion with Ms. Hill? 2 neighborhood -- so a full neighborhood -- and the
3 A. Yes. 3 Pinnacle -- the Pinnacle apartment building,
4 Q. How so? 4 which is referring to a large apartment building
5 A. 1believe, through some other change that 5 downtown.
6 we made, that essentially created an issue with 6 Q. Did Mr. Anderson ask Ms. Hill in this
7 the numbers in her district. And so we were 7 meeting where she wanted her boundary to change
8 looking at how to balance her district out. 8 to encompass more population?
9 Q. When you say some other change that you 9 MR. NOBLETT: Objection to form.
10 had made, that's some other change as comparedto | 10 THE WITNESS: | am unsure.
11 what? 11 BY MR. WEEKS:
12 A. Areyou asking what the some other change | 12 Q. What caused the -- what caused the set of
13 is, or? 13 e-mails to be sent?
14 Q. Yeah. What was the change that was made? 14 A. If I --1 mean, I'm unsure.
15 That's a better way. 15 Q. Did you speak with Mr. Anderson on
16 A. Let's see. | believe -- and | could be 16 January 19th before 7:30 a.m.?
17 wrong -- but based on the information you've 17 A. Most likely | probably, yes, spoke to him
18 provided to me, that when we put the top of 18 between January 18th, Ms. Hill, and January 19th,
19 District 1 back into District 1, then, by that 19 my e-mail.
20 time, District 3 had already moved across the 20 Q. And do you recall whether he -- does this
21 river as a natural boundary. 21 refresh your recollection as to whether he
22 And because we took the top off 22 communicated information from his meeting with
23 District 3 -- and this is going to help, | think, 23 Ms. Hill to you during that time?
24 show you the complexity of how redistricting 24 A. Yes.
25 works. 25 Q. Sowhat from his meeting with Ms. Hill had
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1 he communicated to you in -- in that period?

2 A. |believe it was the change that | was

3 just referencing. He was showing that to

4 Councilwoman Hill, that had been created from the
5 District 1 shift into 3to 2.

6 Q. Did Mr. Anderson tell you that Ms. Hill

7 had approved that shift?

8 A. Sorry. I'm trying to recall the specific

9 conversation.

10 | believe it was in reference to this

11 portion about Ely, that it was either a

12 neighborhood or a section of streets that she
13 cared about and was maybe curious about that.

14 Q. Curious whether that could be encompassed
15 within her district?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Justto clarify some things here, Ely is

18 Ely Street, correct?

19 A. Ibelieve it might be aroad.

20 Q. Oh, Ely Road. Okay.

21 And everything east of 27 is referring to
22 Highway 277

Page 63
1 Q. And with respect to Pine Hill and
2 Northmont Estates moving to District 1, did you
3 make that change to the boundaries with -- in
4 response to Mr. Henderson's desire expressed in
5 an individual meeting?
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. Did you participate in a telephone call
8 with Councilperson Hester regarding
9 redistricting, specifically related to
10 redistricting, in January or February of 20227
11 A. |believe we did have a -- when you say
12 "telephone,” do you mean like a Google Meet?
13 Q. Yeah. Adiscussion, but not in person,
14 | suppose.
15 A. Yes. | believe we did -- or | at least
16 did attend a meeting with Councilperson Hester.
17 Q. Who else attended that meeting?
18 Chris Anderson.
19 Anyone else?
20 Tim Moreland may have been there.
21 Do you recall whether that was in January
22 or February?
23
24
25

A
Q.
A.
Q

23 A. Yes. A. ldonot.

24 Q. And "2" here is referring to District 2? Q. Councilperson Hester requested on that

25 A.  Yes. call that Gaylon Heights remain in District 5; is
Page 62 Page 64

1 Q. When you say it really messes some things 1 that correct?

2 up, was that referring to -- well, what was that 2 MR. NOBLETT: Objection to the form.

3 referring to? 3 MR. ELLIOTT: Lacks foundation.

4 A. Ithink that might have been referencing 4 THE WITNESS: | do not recall his

5 her wanting potentially to have some of Hill City 5 exact request.

6 in there as well, as well as some of the -- like 6 BY MR. WEEKS:

7 | said, the streets north of Ely, which 7 Q. Did you discuss Gaylon Heights on that

8 statistically were impossible. 8 call?

9 Q. Ifwe could, look at the February 15th 9 A. lknow at some point Gaylon Heights did

10 slides again. This is Exhibit 13. Yep. The

11 slide marked "Current Changes."

12 The bullet point here says: "Districts 1,

13 2, and 3 shifted together in a clockwise

14 direction, with Pine Hill and Northmont Estates
15 moving to District 1. Neighborhoods north of Ely
16 Road moving to District 3. Hill City and

17 Pinnacle building moving to District 2."

18 This desire of Ms. Hill's that you were

19 saying was likely involving Hill City, is that

20 reflected in this set of current changes?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Didyou make that change to the boundaries
23 in response to Ms. Hill's desire to have Hill

24 City within her district?

25 A.  Yes.

10 come up with a councilperson. And that could
11 have been Councilman Hester, but | can't recall.
12 Q. What do you recall from that call?

13 A. From that call, I do recall mentioning the
14 airport change and the shift of taking over all
15 of the District 3 that was previously in that

16 area, as well as maybe gone over some of the more
17 specific neighborhood shifts that could have
18 occurred.

19 Also, on the southern portion where

20 District 9--9, 5, and 6 intersect.

21 Q. With respect to the airport change, was

22 that a request made by Councilperson Hester or
23 was that information that you were giving

24 Mr. Hester?

25 A. That was just information | was giving.
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Page 67

1 Q. Withrespect to the boundary between 5 1 THE WITNESS: Yes.
2 and 3, was that a request made by Mr. Hester? 2 BY MR. WEEKS:
3 A. That was just information that was given. 3 Q. Is Gaylon Heights included in District 9
4 Q. And with respect to the boundary you just 4 on March 1st?
5 mentioned, between 9, 5, and 67 5 MR. NOBLETT: Objection to the form.
6 A. Justinformation | was giving. 6 THE WITNESS: No.
7 Q. Did Mr. Hester make a request that you 7 BY MR. WEEKS:
8 recall on that call? 8 Q. So that's the change that I'm asking
9 A. Notthatlcanrecall. Yeah. I can't 9 about.
10 recall any specific requests he may have made. | 10 What caused that change between
11 Q. Did Councilperson Hester discuss the 11 February 15th and March 1st as to which district
12 Murray Hills neighborhood on that call? 12 Gaylon Heights was in?
13 A. Murray Hills does ring a bell. 13 A. It could be a specific request. It could
14 Q. How so? 14 also be just a cascading of boundaries.
15 A. Of it potentially being discussed. 15 Q. Did you attend any meetings with
16 I'm going to go ahead and apologize and 16 Councilwoman Coonrod about redistricting in
17 say | have -- having done this redistricting, 17 February 20227
18 I've looked at all these neighborhoods. So if 18 A. 1did attend meetings with her, | think,
19 you mention any neighborhood name, it's just 19 several times. It may have been in February.
20 going to ring a bell in my head. 20 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 16.
21 Q. If we can compare Exhibit 13 with the 21 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
22 March 1 presentation -- let's see, which one is 22 Exhibit Number 16.)
23 that? Exhibit 3. 23 BY MR. WEEKS:
24 So do you have Exhibits 13 and 3 in front 24 Q. I've handed you what appears to be an
25 of you? 25 invite to a discussion between Chris Anderson and
Page 66 Page 68
1 A. Thisis still -- 13, yes. 1 Councilwoman Coonrod on February 3rd.
2 Q. Onthe two slides labeled "Current 2 Do you recall if you attended this
3 Changes" and -- on February 15th and the slide 3 meeting?
4 that says "Proposed Major Changes" on March 1st, 4 A. Ithink I'm -- 1 think | did.
5 last bullet point for each, on February 15th it 5 Q. How many meetings with Councilwoman
6 says: "District 9 makes some shifts east to 6 Coonrod?
7 include Gaylon Heights and North Tower Forest. 7 A. Ithink | attended two meetings with
8 Now includes all of Highland Park." 8 Councilwoman Coonrod.
9 On March 1st, it says: "District 9 now 9 Q. Did you discuss the Mill Town development
10 makes some shift east." 10 with Councilwoman Coonrod around this time?
11 Was there a change to which district 11 A. Atthattime, | do recall Mill Town being
12 Gaylon Heights was in between February 15th and 12 brought up.
13 March 1st? 13 Q. In what context?
14 A. Yes. 14 A. It was anew development -- well, it still
15 Q. What caused that change? 15 is a new development -- in Chattanooga that
16 A. |believe we actually shifted also some of 16 Ithink is on the border of her district or maybe
17 the southern portion of 5 to be more congruent, 17 within her district.
18 which led to a need to increase the population by | 18 Q. Did Councilwoman Coonrod express a
19 eating some into District 9 -- which meant that 19 position as to the Mill Town development?
20 District 9 needed to increase population, which 20 A. Ithink she wanted it in her district.
21 included, | think, Gaylon Heights, which is on 21 Q. And did you change boundaries based on
22 the north side of 9, if I'm not mistaken. 22 this expressed desire?
23 Q. Gaylon Heights is included in District 9 23 A. ldon'trecall. | may have.
24 on February 15th, correct? 24 Q. Around this time, did you discuss Highland
25 MR. NOBLETT: Obijection to the form. 25 Park with Councilwoman Coonrod?
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1 A. Yes. 1 on what redistricting is and what it entails and
2 Q. Inwhat context? 2 how the populations in Chattanooga are shifting.
3 A. That, | doremember, was a -- informing 3 Q. Aninformation session for whom?
4 her of Highland Park being fully in her district. 4 A. For Councilwoman Coonrod.
5 Q. Andwhat was her reaction to that? 5 Q. When you say "information session," do you
6 A. She liked it. 6 mean a -- what do you mean by that?
7 Q. What caused the change for Highland Park 7 A. I mean providing her information on
8 to go into District 9? 8 redistricting and the shifts in populations that
9 A. Itwas previously splitin half. 9 are occurring in Chattanooga.
10 Q. If we look at the February 15th 10 Q. And those sessions took place following
11 presentation, can you tell from this map whether 11 this e-mail?
12 the Mill Town development has -- is in 12 A. |believe so.
13 District 9? 13 Q. Who else was in those sessions?
14 MR. NOBLETT: Are we back on 14 A. Probably just Chris Anderson.
15 Exhibit 13? 15 MR. WEEKS: So this will be
16 MR. WEEKS: Sorry. Exhibit 13, yes. 16 Exhibit 18.
17 THE WITNESS: Exhibit 13, tiny map. 17 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
18 Yeah. 18 Exhibit Number 18.)
19 BY MR. WEEKS: 19 BY MR. WEEKS:
20 Q. 1tis? 20 Q. I've handed you what appears to be a set
21 A.  ltis. 21 of slides titled "City Council of Chattanooga
22 Q. How can you tell? 22 Redistricting." This was presented on
23 A. Becauseit's just below Highland Park. 23 April 19th, 2022, Bates-stamped beginning at 790.
24 Q. To the best of your recollection, was that 24 Are you familiar with this document?
25 a change that was made following the discussion | 25 A. Yes.
Page 70 Page 72
1 with Ms. Coonrod? 1 Q. Didyou author this document?
2 A. |believe the inclusion of Mill Town was 2 A. Ibelieve so.
3 potentially partially her interest, as well as 3 Q. Did you give this presentation?
4 Highland Park by itself looked just a little 4 A. Yes --well, sorry. Yes, | believe | gave
5 awkward in the shape of District 9 sticking out. 5 this presentation.
6 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 17. 6 Q. Sodid Councilwoman Coonrod bring up her
7 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 7 issues with the Battery Heights neighborhood
8 Exhibit Number 17.) 8 during this presentation?
9 BY MR. WEEKS: 9 A. She may have. The larger issues
10 Q. Sol've handed you an e-mail from 10 Irecall -- which are what she highlighted in her
11 Councilwoman Coonrod to you and others on 11 e-mail -- where she had concern about having
12 March 7th, Bates-stamped 805. 12 three majority minority districts and wanted to
13 Do you recall this e-mail? 13 have more equally distributed districts that
14 A. Yes. 14 would have no majority minority, which would be
15 Q. And you received this e-mail? 15 in violation of our consent decree.
16 A. Yes. 16 Q. There are a couple agenda items on page 2.
17 Q. Councilwoman Coonrod writes: "l have some | 17 These items are "Updates to Proposed Map Table of
18 concerns from constituents with the way 18 Values" and "Updates to Proposed Map."

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

District 9 is drawn. The Battery Heights area
has shown opposition."
Do you recall taking any action to address
these concerns of Councilwoman Coonrod?
A. Yes.
Q. What actions?
A. | believe we had some information session

What's meant here by "Updates to Proposed
Map Table of Values"?
A. Yes. | believe this is the fix after we
22 learned of the State's incorrect data.
23 Q. And how was the State's data incorrect?
24 A. The State overcounted minorities.
25 Q. And what result -- or what impact did that
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Page 73
have on your process?
A. It meant that -- | believe, | think at
least one of our majority minority districts was
no longer in compliance.
Q. Do you recall which district?
A. ldon'trecall which one.
Q. The second agenda item here is updates to
proposed map, and on the last two pages we have
changes to south 8 and 9 and changes to mid/north
8 and 9.

Does this refresh your recollection as to

which district was affected by the updated data?

Page 75
1 districts.
2 So there was the option of splitting Alton
3 Park or splitting Glenwood, was kind of what --
4 what was available.
5 Q. That option was given to Councilwoman Noel
6 to decide, correct?
7 A. Yes.
8 Q. And what did she decide?
9 A. Ibelieveit was Option 2. Yeah.

10 Q. Option 2?
11 A. Yes.
12 Q. Three days after this e-mail was sent to

13 A. Yes. Probably Districts 8 and 9. 13 Councilwoman Noel was the presentation that we
14 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 19. 14 just looked at, correct -- or was it five days,
15 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 15 five days after?
16 Exhibit Number 19.) 16 A. Yes, five days.
17 BY MR. WEEKS: 17 MR. NOBLETT: Obijection to the form.
18 Q. [I've handed you a document that appears to 18 THE WITNESS: Exhibit 18.
19 be a meeting invitation dated April 13th. 19 BY MR. WEEKS:
20 Did you attend this meeting? 20 Q. Exhibit 18.
21 A. Yes. 21 By the time that presentation, Exhibit 18,
22 Q. And what was the topic of this meeting? 22 was given by you, had Councilwoman Noel selected
23 A. | believe this was aredistricting 23 Option 27?
24 information session. 24 A. Yes.
25 Q. And what information was communicated in 25 Q. And Option 2 was the -- was presented on
Page 74 Page 76
1 this? 1 April 19th, correct?
2 A. Probably just going more in detail of 2 A. Correct.
3 District 8's new district lines that were 3 MR. WEEKS: Let's take another
4 proposed. 4 five minutes, please.
5 Q. Was that information -- did that 5 (Short break.)
6 information follow the updated data from the 6 BY MR. WEEKS:
7 State? 7 Q. Returning just briefly to the decision we
8 A. Atthis point, April, | believe so. 8 were discussing between Option 1 and Option 2,
9 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 9 how did Councilwoman Noel communicate that
10 Exhibit Number 20.) 10 decision?
11 BY MR. WEEKS: 11 MR. ELLIOTT: Obijection to the form.
12 Q. So I've handed you a document that is an 12 THE WITNESS: |don't think it was
13 e-mail from you to Councilwoman Noel -- appears 13 communicated directly to me. There's no e-mail
14 to be an e-mail from you to Councilwoman Noel on 14 reply. She may have told Chris Anderson.
15 April 14th, 2022, Bates-stamped 901. 15 BY MR. WEEKS:
16 Do you recall sending this e-mail? 16 Q. How do you know there's no e-mail reply?
17 A. Yes. 17 A. ldon't know.
18 Q. Whatis being discussed in this e-mail? 18 Q. Other than these -- so we've discussed
19 A. Yeah. | believe when we received -- well, 19 Councilwoman Noel, Councilwoman Coonrod,
20 when we realized the State data for the initial 20 Councilman Hester, Councilman Henderson --
21 tool was incorrect and we had to fix it, the 8/9 21 A. Hill, Hester --
22 shifts that had to occur, there wasn't a way to 22 Q. -- Hill, Hester --
23 do it without breaking up a neighborhood. Andso | 23 A. -- Henderson, Coonrod --
24 we wanted to be thoughtful in what neighborhood 24 Q. And Noel?
25 would have to be split between -- between 25 A. Noel.
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF HAM LTON

I, MELISSA M SMTH, Licensed Court
Reporter, with offices in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
hereby certify that | reported the foregoing
deposi tion of ANDREW SEVI GNY by nachi ne short hand
to the best of ny skills and abilities, and
thereafter the sane was reduced to typewitten
formby me. | amnot related to any of the
parties named herein, nor their counsel, and have
no interest, financial or otherwi se, in the
out comre of the proceedings.

| further certify that in order for this
docunment to be considered a true and correct copy,
it nust bear ny original signature, and that any
unaut hori zed reproduction in whole or in part
and/or transfer of this document is not
authorized, will not be considered authentic, and
will be in violation of Tennessee Code Annot at ed
39-14-149, Theft of Services. ~‘:\\¥"‘"’gm’”
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
AT CHATTANOOGA

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,
v.

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City
Council,

and No. 22-0902

Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith,
Darrin Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B.
Berz, Raquetta Dotley, Marvene Noel,
and Demetrus Coonrod, in their official
capacity as members of the Chattanooga
City Council,

Defendants.

PLAINTIFF’S FIRST REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION TO DEFENDANTS

Pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 26 and 34, Plaintiff hereby propounds the
following requests for production of documents to all Defendants to produce for
inspection and copying at a place to be agreed upon by counsel for both parties, the
documents requested herein, on or before the date established by the Tennessee Rules
of Civil Procedure.

Instructions and Definitions

1. As used herein, the term “you” (and derivations thereof) Defendants

individually and in any combination, as well as Defendants’ agents, representatives

and attorneys, and each person acting or purporting to act on Defendants’ behalf.



2. “City Council” means the legislative body created by Section 8.1 of the
City of Chattanooga Code of Ordinances.

3. “Redistricting Committee” means the “small, ad hoc” committee
referenced by Councilperson Henderson at the City Council’s public meeting of
September 21, 2021, see Complaint 99 30-31, and by Councilperson Berz at the City
Council’s public meeting of November 9, 2021, see Complaint 9 39-41.

4, “Executive Staff’ means Christopher Anderson, Andrew Sevigny,
Timothy Moreland, Brent Goldberg, and/or Dylan Rivera. See Complaint 9§ 37.

5. “Redistricting Process” means the entire process undertaken to decide
the new voting maps for the City of Chattanooga pursuant to Section 8.9 of the City
of Chattanooga Code of Ordinances that began in 2021 and culminated in the final
passage of Ordinance #13815 by public vote of the City Council on May 3, 2022.

6. “Proposed Map” means any and every version of a map, including drafts,
of possible new voting districts considered or utilized in any way during the
Redistricting Process.

7. As used herein, the term “person” shall include natural persons, firms,
partnerships, associations, joint ventures, corporations, agencies, boards, authorities,
commissions, governmental entities, and any other form of legal or informal entity.

8. “And,” as well as “or,” as used herein shall be read and applied as though
interchangeable, and shall be construed either disjunctively or conjunctively so as to

require the fullest and most complete disclosure of all requested information.



9. “Relating to” means and includes constituting, referring to, pertaining
to, evidencing, reflecting, describing, or has anything to do with and in each instance
directly or indirectly. These terms mean, without limitation, any reference or
relationship which either provides information with respect to the subject of inquiry
or might lead to individuals who might possess or documents which might contain
information with respect to the subject of inquiry.

10.  The term “Communications” is to be construed in the broadest sense and
refers to and includes, without limitations and in the singular as well as in the plural,
every manner or means of disclosure, transfer or exchange whether orally, written,
or face-to-face or by telephone, mail, personal delivery, document, text message, e-
mail or otherwise, including, all conversations, telephone conversations, statements,
discussions, debates, arguments, discourses, colloquies, interviews, consultations,
and every other kind of oral utterance.

11.  “Document(s)” refers to and includes all materials within the full scope
of Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure 34, including but not limited to: all writings
and recordings, including the originals and all non-identical copies, whether different
from the original by reason of any notation made on such copies or otherwise
(including but without limitation to, email and attachments, text messages, “instant”
messages or "IM" messages, like Slack messages, postings on social media,
correspondence, memoranda, notes, diaries, minutes, statistics, letters, telegrams,
contracts, reports, studies, checks, statements, tags, labels, invoices, brochures,

periodicals, telegrams, receipts, returns, summaries, pamphlets, books, interoffice



and intraoffice communications, offers, notations of any sort of conversations,
working papers, applications, permits, file wrappers, indices, telephone calls,
meetings or printouts, teletypes, telefax, invoices, worksheets, calendar entries
(including cancellations and declinations) and all drafts, alterations, modifications,
changes and amendments of any of the foregoing), graphic or aural representations
of any kind (including without limitation, photographs, charts, microfiche, microfilm,
videotape, recordings, motion pictures, plans, drawings, surveys), and electronic,
mechanical, magnetic, optical or electric records or representations of any kind
(including without limitation, computer files and programs, tapes, cassettes, discs,
recordings, cloud storage), including metadata.

12. Documents originating in paper format should be scanned as images at
the time of copying, with optical character recognition (“OCR”).

13. Documents attached to one another should not be separated.

14.  Electronically stored documents shall be converted to images, Bates-
stamped, and produced in a load file via disc (or secure link) that is compatible with
industry-standard e-discovery software, such as Relativity, with the following folder
structure:

A. Images Folder: All images shall be single-page TIFFs (for B&W images)
and/or single-page JPGs (for color images).
B. OCR Folder: Multi-page OCR/extracted text.

C. Data Folder:



1. .DAT file (with metadata and text field path for OCR, and native
link field if producing natives).

15.  All Bates numbers in a given document should have a consistent length
and proceed consecutively — for example, EXMPL-00001 for the first page, EXMPL-
00002 for the second page, and so on in consecutive fashion.

ii. .OPT file

D. Natives Folder: If producing native files.

The following metadata fields shall be provided in the .DAT file:

FIELD NAME DESCRIPTION

BEGDOCH# Bates number of the first page of a document

ENDDOC# Bates number of the last page of a document

BEGATTCH Bates number of the first page of the parent of an attachment

ENDATTCH Bates number of the last page of the last attachment to a parent
document

PARENTID Begdoc# for parent document

ATTCHIDS Begdoc#'s for all attached documents

FILEPATH The ‘original locatiop of a file on a nptwork, Workstation or CD, or the
original folder location of an email in an Outlook mailbox

DOCTYPE I"l;}(l)ec féleeg;plfo(r); z; S(;(;::l.r)nent (Microsoft Word Document, Portable

FILENAME Original name of the native file or email

FILEEXT Extension from filename (DOC, XLS, PPT, MSQG, etc.)

MD5SHASH Program generated unique document identifier

AUTHOR The creator of a native file

EMAIL FROM The sender of an email

EMAIL TO The recipients to an email who are included in the To line

EMAIL CC The recipients to an email who are included in the CC line




FIELD NAME DESCRIPTION

EMAIL BCC The recipients to an email who are included in the BCC line
EMAIL . . )

SUBJECT The subject line of an email

DATESENT The date an email was sent

TIMESENT The time an email was sent

PGCOUNT Amount of pages of document

DATEMODIFIED | The date a document was last modified

TIMEMODIFIED | The time a document was last modified

DATECRTD The date the document was created

TIMECRTD The time the document was created

SOURCE Document custodian — person from whom the document was collected
CDVOL The volume name of the processing set

TEXTLINK The relative path to load the OCR/extracted text files

The relative path to create the link for the native version of the
document (i.e. *\PRODOI1\NATIVES\0001\EX000001.doc)

DESIGNATIONS [ Confidentiality designation (if any)

DOCLINK

16. The singular and plural of words shall be interpreted either in the
singular or plural to bring within the scope of these requests any records that might
otherwise be construed to be outside the scope of these requests and shall not be
interpreted so as to exclude any records otherwise within the scope of any one or more
of these requests.

17.  As used herein, the present shall always include the past tense.

18. If any document responsive to any of the following requests is not

produced due to a claim of privilege or other objection, produce as much of the



document as to which a privilege or objection is not asserted and, with respect to the

portion withheld, state or identify:

a.

b.

d.

e.

The basis for the claim of privilege or other objection;
The date of the document;

The general subject matter of the document;

The author of the document;

The addressee and any other person to whom the contents

of the document or the document itself has been communicated;

f.

The person or persons now in possession of the original

document and, to the extent known, the location of all copies of the

document; and

g.

responsive.

The paragraph of these requests to which the document is

19. If your response to any request is that the documents are not in your

possession, custody or control, describe in detail the unsuccessful efforts you made to

locate the documents and identify who has control of the documents and describe the

present location of the documents.

20. If you or any of your attorneys, accountants, employees, or agents of any

kind have had possession or control of any document called for under these requests,

and such document has been lost, misplaced, misfiled, obliterated, purged, mutilated,

erased, or otherwise destroyed or is not presently in your possession or control or the

possession or control of your attorneys, accountants, employees or agents of any kind,



describe the document, state the date of its loss or destruction and describe the
circumstances surrounding that loss or destruction.

21. In accordance with Tenn. R. Civ. P. 34.02, you are to produce the
documents as they are kept in the ordinary course of business or shall organize and
label them to correspond with the categories of this request.

Requests for Production
REQUEST NO. 1: All documents, including communications, referred to or relied
upon to prepare the responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories to each
Defendant.
REQUEST NO. 2: All documents, including communications, reflecting every
version of the Proposed Map from September 21, 2021 through and including April
26, 2022.
REQUEST NO. 3: All documents, including communications, from September 1,
2021 through and including May 3, 2022, related to the City’s Redistricting Process.
REQUEST NO. 4: All calendar entries, including those that were cancelled or
rescheduled, from September 1, 2021 through and including May 3, 2022, related to
the City’s Redistricting Process.
REQUEST NO. 5: All documents, including communications, related to policies
and guidance for holding public hearings and for non-public discussions between
members of the City Council.
REQUEST NO. 6: All documents, including communications, reflecting policies

and procedures for ad hoc committees of the City Council.



REQUEST NO. 7: All documents, including communications, related to the

formation of the Redistricting Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

U‘:{ £ M bpt—

Paul R. McAdoo

Tennessee BPR No. 034066

THE REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

6688 Nolensville Rd., Ste. 108-20
Brentwood, TN 37027

Phone: 615.823.3633

Facsimile: 202.795.9310
pmcadoo@rctp.org

Counsel for Chattanooga Publishing

Certificate of Service

The undersigned certifies that on April 27, 2023, a true and correct copy of

the foregoing was served by email, as agreed by the parties, on:

Phillip A. Noblett

City Attorney

Kathryn C. McDonald
Assistant City Attorney

100 E. 11th Street, Suite 200
Chattanooga, TN 37402
pnoblett@chattancoga.gov
kmedonald@chattanooga.gov

Sam D. Elliot

GEARHISER, PETERS, ELLIOTT & CANNON, PLLC
320 McCallie Avenue

Chattanooga, TN 37402
selliott@gearhiserpeters.com

7 yd /’f//”'? " 7
Attorneys for Defendants /// LA /) 7, k/f;k.._\
/ ) ,

Paul R. McAdoo
Counsel for Chattanooga Publishing



HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE CHANCERY COURT
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT CHATTANOOGA

CHATTANOOGA PUBLISHING COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

\Z
NO. 22-0902

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, CHATTANOOGA :

CITY COUNCIL ¢ PART 1

and

CHIP HENDERSON, JENNY HILL, KEN ;
SMITH, DARRIN LEDFORD, ISIAH HESTER, ;
CAROL B. BERZ, RAQUETTA DOTLEY, :
MARVENE NOEL, and DEMETRUS COONROD,:
in their official capacity as members of the
Chattanooga City Council

Defendants.

DEFENDANTS’ RESPONSES TO PLAINTIFF’S
FIRST REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION

REQUEST NO. 1: All documents, including communications, referred to or relied upon to prepare
the responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories to each Defendant.

RESPONSE: Defendants would state that all documents that may have been referenced or relied
upon to prepare the responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories to each Defendant are produced

in the following Request for Production of Documents.

REQUEST NO. 2: All documents, including communications, reflecting every version of the
Proposed Map from September 21, 2021 through and including April 26, 2022.

RESPONSE: Please see attached Documents Bates stamped 000001-000087



REQUEST NO. 3: All documents, including communications, from September 1, 2021 through and
including May 3, 2022, related to the City’s Redistricting Process.

RESPONSE: Please see attached Documents Bates stamped No. 000088-000929

REQUEST NO. 4: All calendar entries, including those that were cancelled or rescheduled, from
September 1, 2021 through and including May 3, 2022, related to the City’s Redistricting Process.

RESPONSE: Please see attached Documents Bates stamped 000930-000976

REQUEST NO. 5: All documents, including communications, related to policies and guidance for
holding public hearings and for non-public discussions between members of the City Council.

RESPONSE: Please see attached Documents Bates stamped 001016-001055.

REQUEST NO. 6: All documents, including communications, reflecting policies and procedures for
ad hoc committees of the City Council.
RESPONSE: There are no responsive documents currently in Defendants’ possession.

Defendants reserve the right to supplement this response, as necessary.

REQUEST NO. 7: All documents, including communications, related to the formation of
the Redistricting Committee.

RESPONSE: Please see attached Document Bates stamped 001056.



Respectfully submitted,

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

By: :
PHILLIP A. NOBLETT — BPR #10074
City Attorney
KATHRYN C. MCDONALD — BPR #30950
Assistant City Attorney

100 E. 11th Street, Suite 200
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 643-8250 — Telephone
(423) 643-8255 — Facsimile

GEARHISER, PETERS, ELLIOTT & CANNON, PLLC

By: Q&mi” Wtwlwwﬁ!m k&m\
SAM D. ELLIOTT — BPR #9431
320 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 756-5171 — Telephone
(423) 266-1605 — Facsimile

Attorneys for Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The parties having agreed to transmit service copies by e-mail, the undersigned hereby certifies that
the foregoing pleading was e-mailed to:

Paul R. McAdoo

THE REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
6688 Nolensville Rd., Ste. 108-20

Brentwood, TN 37027

pmcadoo(@rcfp.org

This the ['?*"”‘”day of July, 2023.




Exhibit 6



5/23/23, 3:18 PM Google Vault - Re: City of Chattanoo g Re: |str|ct|n8Quest|ons

City's Responses to RFP 07/17/20
Re: City of Chattanooga Redistricting Questions

canderson@chattanooga.gov Chris Anderson Sunday, March 6, 2022 at 6:53:51 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: joda@chattanooga.gov Joda Thongnopnua

Cc: emholmes@epbfi.com, berz_c@chattanooga.gov Berz, Carol B., dcoonrod@chattanooga.gov Coonrod, Demetrus,
cchenderson@chattanooga.gov Henderson, Chip, Isiahhester7@gmail.com Hester, Isiah, jhill@chattanooga.gov Hill, Jenny,
dledford@chattanooga.gov Ledford, Darrin, kensmith@chattanooga.gov Smith, Ken, tkelly@chattanooga.gov Mayor Tim Kelly,
rdotley@chattanooga.gov Raquetta Dotley

Hi Dr. Holmes,

It's always wonderful to hear from you! Are you available to meet with me tomorrow (Monday) afternoon? | can meet you any time, 2:00pm or later.

Let's confirm in the morning a time that works best for you. | look forward to speaking with you soon!

Chris

On Sun, Mar 6, 2022 at 6:46 PM Joda Thongnopnua <joda@chattanooga.gov> wrote:
Hi Dr. Holmes,

Thanks for reaching out. | just wanted to underscore, for you and the Hamilton County Voters Coalition, that this is a process that is primarily
guided and driven by Chattanooga City Council. This year, as in prior administrations, we believe it is appropriate that Chattanooga City Council
direct the development and process of determining their new boundaries. The Kelly administration simply helped provide data and render maps
with changes requested by council members as guided by the process outlined by Chattanooga City Council. Every member of the City Council
has been engaged throughout the process.

| know Chris Anderson is happy to meet with you to discuss any specific questions you may have, and I've let him know to give you a call, but |
did want to clarify our administration's role and underscore that this is a process led by Chattanooga City Council rather than the administration.

Thanks,
Joda

Joda Thongnopnua
Chief of Staff

City of Chattanooga - Office of Mayor Tim Kelly
Office: 423-643-7816

Mobile: 423-298-3676

Email: joda@chattanooga.gov

On Sat, Mar 5, 2022 at 6:46 AM <emholmes@epbfi.com> wrote:
Mr. Anderson,

There are residents contacting the Hamilton County Voters Coalition asking questions about the information
released this week regarding the proposed Districts for the City of Chattanooga. As a result of the public
participating in the County Commissioners redrawing the Hamilton County Districts, for the first time, there was
transparency in what they did in re-drawing of the districts in Hamilton County. Not only was there transparency,
but there was plenty opportunity for public input. Unfortunately, this was not the case in the re-drawing of the
districts in the City of Chattanooga.

Most of the questions we have received centered around, when did the redrawing of the Districts in the City take
place and who was involved as well as how the decisions were made regarding the redrawing of the City's
Districts???

Would you give me a call prior to Tuesday's City Council Meeting to discuss this? This item has been placed on
the Agenda for The Hamilton County Voters Coalition's meeting for this upcoming Wednesday and we need more
information regarding this matter prior to the meeting.

Your assistance in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Dr. Everlena Holmes
423-622-0974

Chris Anderson

Senior Advisor for Legislative Initiatives
Regional Planning Commissioner
LGBTQ#+ Liaison

https://ediscovery.google.com/discovery/DisplayMessage?m=c224662e-73e9-4d27-ad5e-909e57b0d7a7&at=ACD7ongnaO4mzVs76_TOQHj028VI3j-T...
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City of Chattanooga, Mayor Tim Kgﬂuy S ReSponses tO RFP 07/1 7/

Mobile: 423-503-0595
Office: 423-643-7807
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
AT CHATTANOOGA

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,
Vi

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City
Council,

and No. 22-0902

Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith,
Darrin Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B.
Berz, Raquetta Dotley, Marvene Noel,
and Demetrus Coonrod, itn their official
capacity as members of the Chattanooga
City Council,

Defendants.

DEFENDANTS THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA AND THE CHATTANOOGA
CITY COUNCIL RESPONSES TO PLAINTIFF’S FIRST SET OF
INTERROGATORIES

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT AND GENERAL OBJECTIONS
1. Defendants’ investigation and development of all facts and circumstances
relating to this action is ongoing. These responses and objections are made without
prejudice to, and are not a waiver of, Defendant's right to rely on other facts or
documents at trial.
2. Defendants expressly reserve the right to supplement, clarify, revise, or
correct any or all of the responses and objections herein, and to assert additional

objections or privileges, in one or more subsequent supplemental response(s).



3. Defendants object to each instruction, definition, document request, and
interrogatory to the extent that it purports to impose any requirement or discovery
obligation greater than or different from those under the Tennessee Rules of Civil
Procedure.

4. Defendants object to each instruction, definition, document request, and
interrogatory as overbroad and unduly burdensome to the extent it seeks documents

or information that are readily available from the public record.

RESPONSES

1 Identify all persons who assisted or participated in the
preparation of answers to these interrogatories. If more than one person
participated, identify which answers were prepared by which persons.

ANSWER: Philip A. Noblett, City Attorney, Kathryn McDonald, Assistant
City Attorney, Sam D. Elliott, Special Counsel, Chris Anderson, senior advisor, and
by means of referral to the information gathered to respond to the individual
defendants’ interrogatory answers, each of them.

2. Identify every change to the Proposed Map from September 22,
2021 to May 3, 2022 and for each such change, describe when the change was
made, who was involved in deciding to make the change, and why the
change was made.

ANSWER: In creating an initial map, city staff did an unknown number of
changes on an experimental level in order to achieve a map compliant with standards

established by the state comptroller and further using the Brown v. Board decision



by Judge Edgar in 1989 as a guideline, as the actual obligations under that order had
expired.  Council members were not involved in that process. As these were
experimental and contingent, these changes were not recorded. An e-mail dated
November 11, 2021 suggests there may have been two or three such versions. The
experimental changes were:

1) Making a district bigger in order to meet the less than 10% deviation

standard.

2) Making a district smaller in order to meet the less than 10% deviation
standard

3) Adjusting boundaries to meet an over 50% African American majority

in Districts 5, 8 and 9

4) Keeping neighborhoods whole.

Another applicable standard was that no existing office holder could be zoned out of
the district they represented. However, the 2021/2022 process did not call for the
application of that rule given the residential locations of existing council members.

With that proviso, as best as can be identified, maps were generated/changes
were made as follows:

A presentation entitled “Redistricting 11/17/21” was generated on or about
November 16, 2022 which included an initial map. The presentation states that the
reasoning behind the map was:

1. Apply existing Council Boundaries to new Census Data

2. Considerations for changing boundaries



C.

d.

Districts 5, 8, and 9 need to increase in population
Districts 3, 4, and 7 have room to decrease
Use neighborhood boundary file as guidelines

Use arterial roadways and natural land features as guidelines

A second presentation entitled “Redistricting 12/9/21” was generated on or

about that date, for the purpose of the presentation to the Redistricting Committee

on December 9, 2021. The same reasoning was supplied. A proposed map applying

those factors was included and placed next to the existing map. A feature allowed a

user to click on a tab and see the difference on a single page.

A third presentation entitled “Redistricting 2/15/22” was generated on or about

February 15, 2022, again for presentation to the Redistricting Committee on that

date. The changes presented were:

° Districts 1, 2, & 3 shifted together in a clockwise direction with:

o Pine Hill and Northmont Estates moving to District 1
o Neighborhoods North of Ely Road moving to District 3
o Hill City and Pinnacle building moving to District 2
° District 5 continues all the way to the river and now contains all of Hwy
58
o District 5 also shifts into Austin Farm neighborhood

™ District 6 shifted more into District 4

o Summit moves into District 6 as well as everything north of
Standifer Gap Rd
o Small neighborhood near airport road also moves into District 6



° Part of East Lake moves to District 8

o East of Georgia Ave and Battery Heights are now in District 8 as
well
o District 7 now encompasses north part of E Main St, making
neighborhood whole

° District 9 makes some shifts East to include Gaylan Heights / North
Tower Forest

o Now includes all of Highland Park

The map shown to the Committee on February 15 was published to the public
on March 1, 2022 and was made available to the public thereafter online.

A second map was published on April 5, 2022. As best as can be determined
the changes were to note that City Greene was moved to District 2, and the
description as to District 9 did not specify Gaylan Heights / North Tower Forest. The
map was thereafter made available to the public online.

On or about April 11, 2022, Andrew Sivigny discovered that incorrect data in
the use of the state mapping tool resulted in the need for minor changes to Districts
7, 8 and 9 as follows:

District 7,8,9 changes are as follows:

o Northeast corner of E 38th and Central moves from 7 to 8

o Fort Cheatham area between Dodds and Westside Drive moves from 9
to 8

o 3 blocks near Dodson and Wilder moves from 9 to 8

o Some other minor swaps between 7 and 8



No changes to the remaining districts. Accordingly, a corrected map was
generated dated April 12, 2022 and thereafter made available to the public online.

A fourth and final map was published on April 19, 2022. Staff determined
further adjustments were needed for Districts 7, 8 and 9:

District 7,8,9 changes are as follows:

o No longer splitting Alton Park or adding three blocks on Dodson into 8

o Glenwood split between 8 and 9 with 8 taking area North of E 3rd and
West of Glenwood Dr

This map was also thereafter available to the public online. All iterations of the map
since March 1, 2022 are on the City’s website and accessible to the public at:

https://www.chattadata.org/stories/s/7ifp-49bt

In the course of the process, as detailed in response to Interrogatory 4 below,
some individual council members met with Chris Anderson for the purpose of
understanding the status and suggested changes to the map for their respective
districts. In some cases, the lines would be adjusted based on these meetings, but not
in a significant manner. Mr. Anderson did not act as a “go-between” between council
members as to these changes, and there were no tacit arrangements. In every case, a
suggested change was made without debate or significant comment by the affected
adjacent council member.

3. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication,
including virtual meetings or gatherings, of the Redistricting Committee
and for each such meeting, gathering or oral communication, identify who

was involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom,



describe where or how the meeting, gathering or oral communication took
place, and describe the duration of the meeting, gathering, or oral
communication,

ANSWER: There were three gatherings of the committee as such, all of which
were in person. Based upon the best recollection of the persons with knowledge,
Defendants respond as follows:

1. First Redistricting Education session for Council Committee members,

attended by the Council redistricting committee and called by the Mayor’s
staff, reviewed excerpts from 2011 Legal, Legislative, and Safety Committee
minutes on redistricting after last decennial census. The various legal and
practical requirements outlined in the Comptroller’'s “A Guide to Local
Government Redistricting in Tennessee” were discussed, as well as the then-
current districts with 2020 census numbers added. The gathering was
attended by City Attorney O’Donnell, Chris Anderson, Andrew Sivigny, Dylan
Rivera, Councilpersons Dotley, and Berz. Brent Goldberg briefly attended to
greet the council members. The session lasted less than one hour.— September
30, 2021

2. Second Redistricting Education session called by the Mayor’s staff and

briefing, attended by City Attorney O’Donnell, Anderson, Sivigny, Rivera,
Councilpersons Berz, Dotley, Ken Smith and Isaiah Hester, and Tim Moreland.

The information provided related to the slide presentation “Redistricting



12/9/21” and the factors listed therein, and the session lasted less than an hour.
— December 9, 2021

3. Third Redistricting Education session with Council redistricting committee
called by Mayor’s office. Attendees were Anderson, Sivigny, Berz, Hester,
Dotley, Moreland, Councilperson Ken Smith and possibly Joda Thongnopnua.
The information provided related to the slide presentation “Redistricting
2/15/22” and the factors listed therein, and the session lasted less than an hour

— February 15, 2022

During these sessions, there was no deliberation between the council members
present. The sessions were informational and intended to reflect the staff's progress
toward generating an appropriate map of compliant districts.

4. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication,
including virtual meetings or gatherings, between individual members of
the City Council and the Executive Staff related to the Redistricting Process
and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who
was involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom,
describe where or how the meeting, gathering or oral communication took
place, and describe the duration of the meeting, gathering, or oral
communication.

ANSWER: November 17, 2021—Meeting between Councilperson Berz and
Chris Anderson, Andrew Sevigny, Tim Moreland, Dylan Rivera (Director of

Innovation Special Projects) and Ian Evatt (Senior Data Analyst), presumably



relating to information in a slide presentation dated November 16, 2021. This lasted
approximately an hour.

December 14, 2021-Redistricting Administrative Briefing by Chris Anderson
for Councilman Smith, possibly Sevigny was present. The meeting lasted
approximately a half hour and related to how the proposed map affected Smith’s
district.

January 11, 2022-Redistricting update briefing by Chris Anderson for
Councilperson Ledford and later for Councilperson Henderson. Each meeting lasted
approximately a half hour and related to how the proposed map affected each
member’s district.

January 18, 2022-Redistricting discussion by Chris Anderson with
Councilperson Hill, District 2. Hill recalls that they reviewed the legal requirements
for the redistricting process and likely adjustments to District 2, particularly relating
to the line of Eli Road and perhaps Hill City. The meeting lasted approximately a half
hour.

February 3, 2022-Chris Anderson’s records indicate a Redistricting
discussion with Councilperson Coonrod, District 9. He recalls the meeting lasted
approximately a half hour and related to how the proposed map affected Coonrod’s
district.

February 10, 2022-Mr. Anderson’s records reflect a (Second) Redistricting

discussion (virtual) between Chris Anderson and Councilperson Coonrod, District 9.



February 17, 2022-Mr. Anderson’s records reflect a (Third) Redistricting
discussion (virtual) between Chris Anderson and Councilperson Coonrod, District 9

Three February meetings with Coonrod are reflected by Anderson’s records.
As indicated in her interrogatory answers, Councilperson Coonrod remembers one
virtual meeting in February, 2022 to discuss her district. She recalls that she and Mr.
Anderson discussed the boundaries of her district, the legal requirements, and
particular areas relating to my district. Coonrod recalls that meeting lasted about 45
minutes.

March 28, 2022— Councilperson Noel, District 8 meets with Chris Anderson,
Andrew Sevigny and Joda Thongnopnua for approximately a half hour. The
discussion was to the effect that there was little or no change to the District 8 map at
that time.

April 13, 2022—Redistricting discussion by Chris Anderson and Andrew
Sivigny with Councilwoman Noel. That meeting was also short, and issues with the
district boundary arising out of the discrepancy in the state numbers were explained.

April 19, 2022—-Fourth Redistricting discussion by Chris Anderson, Andrew
Sivigny and Joda Thongnopnua with Councilwoman Coonrod. Coonrod was shown
some changes that related to Glenwood and Conrod posed questions relating to the
same. That meeting lasted approximately 30 minutes.

Councilpersons Dotley and Hester did not have separate meetings with staff

relative to redistricting.

10



Further, to the extent public record shows that members of the Executive Staff
were present at public meetings as shown by the public record, the Defendants
incorporate the same by reference in response to this Interrogatory.

5. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication,
including virtual meetings or gatherings, between and among members of
the City Council related to the Redistricting Process and for each such
meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who was involved or in
attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, describe where or
how the meeting, gathering or oral communication took place, and describe
the duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.

ANSWER: The three sessions of the Redistricting Committee are identified
above and incorporated herein by reference.

With the exception of Councilperson Dotley attending a community meeting
held by Councilperson Coonrod where Dotley did not speak, as is reflected in her
interrogatory answers, all contact outside the Redistricting Committee sessions
occurred in the context of a public meeting.

Public meetings related to the Redistricting Process include:

September 21, 2021-City Council Strategic Planning Meeting.

February 15, 2022—Council Agenda Session.

March 1, 2022—City Council Strategic Planning Meeting.

—City Council Agenda Session.

—City Council Regular Meeting.

11



March 8, 2022—City Council Agenda session.

March 8, 2022—City Council Regular Meeting.

March 15, 2022—City Council Strategic Planning Meeting.

—City Council Regular Meeting.
March 29, 2022-City Council Agenda session
— City Council Regular Public Meeting with public hearing on Redistricting.

April 5, 2022-City Council Strategic Planning Meeting (Councilperson
Conrood indicates she wanted discussion at one time but was currently satisfied).

April 12, 2022—City Council Agenda Session

April 12, 2022—-City Council Regular Meeting

April 19, 2022—-Agenda Session

April 26, 2022—-Agenda Session

— City Council Regular Meeting

May 3, 2022—Agenda Session

May 3, 2022— City Council Regular Meeting
Each of these meetings had minutes prepared and approved and were recorded.
These Defendants object to the burden and oppression of recapitulating what is in
the public record, in order to respond to the aspect of this interrogatory asking
Defendants to “identify who was involved or in attendance, describe what was
discussed and by whom, describe where or how the meeting, gathering or oral
communication took place, and describe the duration of the meeting, gathering or oral

communication.” The minutes and the videos of each meeting are publicly available,
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and the details sought by this interrogatory are easily ascertainable by Plaintiff, who
quoted liberally from the same in its Complaint.

6. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication,
including virtual meetings or gathering, between members of the City
Council and the public related to the Redistricting Process and for each
such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who was in
involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom,
describe where or how the meeting, gathering or oral communication took
place, and describe the duration of the meeting, gathering or oral
communication.

ANSWER: See the response to Interrogatory No. 5 above, which were all open
to the public. The minutes of each will indicate those members of the public present.

These defendants also adopt the responses of each of the individual council
members to this interrogatory.

7. Describe all facts that you claim support your laches defense.

ANSWER: Upon information and belief, Plaintiff was aware of the untrue
allegations that the Redistricting Committee’s meetings violated the Open Meetings
Act as early as March 28, 2022, as reflected by an article in the Plaintiff's publication
by Logan Hullinger. The same day Plaintiff published an opinion piece to that effect
by Helen Burns Sharp. An editorial by David Cook of April 3, 2022 indicated at least
one agent of the Plaintiff had concluded a violation occurred. Plaintiffs discovery

served over a year later has asked for minute details from events well prior to March
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28, 2022. Plaintiff's delay in bringing suit prejudiced the defendants in requiring
them to reconstruct from memory the minute details of the process Plaintiff now
seeks in discovery.

8. Identify all persons having knowledge of discoverable facts
pertinent to the allegations in the Complaint in this case and for each
person identified describe what knowledge they hold.

ANSWER: Chip Henderson, council chairman and member, District 1.
In partial response, the Defendants adopt Mr. Henderson’s response to the
interrogatories Plaintiff separately directed to him. Mr. Henderson has knowledge
of the fact that no illegal meeting took place in his presence, that the contact he had
with the city staff was purely of an informational nature (as noted above) and not a
device intended to evade the Open Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of
the map was provided to him, he gave full, new and substantial consideration to the
same.

Jenny Hill, council member, District 2. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Ms. Hill’'s response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to her. Ms. Hill has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting took place
in her presence, that the contact she had with the city staff was purely of an
informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to her, she

gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.
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Ken Smith, council member, District 3. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Mr. Smith’s response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to her. Mr. Smith also has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting took
place in his presence, that the contact he had with the city staff was purely of an
informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to him, he
gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.

Darrin Ledford, council member, District 4. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Mr. Ledford’s response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to him. Mr. Ledford also has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting
took place in his presence, that the contact he had with the city staff was purely of an
informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to him, he
gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.

Isiah Hester, council member, District 5. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Mr. Hester’s response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to him. Mr. Hester also has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting took
place in his presence, that the contact he had with the city staff was purely of an
informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to him, he

gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.
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Carol B. Berz, council member, District 6. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Ms. Berz's response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to her. Ms. Berz also has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting took
place in her presence, that the contact she had with the city staff was purely of an
informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to her, she
gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.

Raquetta Dotley, council member, District 7. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Ms. Dotley’s response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to her. Ms. Dotley will also has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting
took place in her presence, that the contact she had with the city staff was purely of
an informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to her, she
gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.

Marvene Noel, council member, District 8. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Ms. Noel's response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to her. Ms. Noel also has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting took
place in her presence, that the contact she had with the city staff was purely of an
informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to her, she

gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.
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Demetrus Coonrod, council member, District 9. In partial response, the
Defendants adopt Ms. Coonrod’s response to the interrogatories Plaintiff separately
directed to her. Ms. Coonrod also has knowledge of the fact that no illegal meeting
took place in her presence, that the contact she had with the city staff was purely of
an informational nature (as noted above) and not a device intended to evade the Open
Meetings Act, and that after the last iteration of the map was provided to her, she
gave full, new and substantial consideration to the same.

Emily O’Donnell, former city attorney. Ms. O’'Donnell is believed to have
knowledge of the process to ascertain the legal requirements for redistricting, to have
participated in one or more of the meetings of the Redistricting Committee and to
therefore be a witness to the lack of deliberation among the council members present,
and to have been present during most of the City Council’s advertised meetings.

Chris Anderson, senior advisor Mr. Anderson took the lead for the
Executive Staff in shepherding the process through to the final adoption of the
redistricting ordinance on May 3, 2022. The details of his involvement are provided
elsewhere in these answers, but he is expected to have knowledge of the lack of
deliberation among council members during the process

Andrew Sevigny, former Director of Data Science and Analytics. Mr. Sevigny
has knowledge as to the process of creating the maps following the required legal
procedures for redistricting, and to have participated, as indicated elsewhere in these
answers, in the gatherings of the Redistricting Committee and the various City

Council proceedings, also indicated elsewhere in these answers.
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Tim Moreland Administrator Department of Innovation Delivery and
Performance. Mr. Moreland attended two of the three Redistricting Committee
sessions, and would have knowledge of what transpired and information relative to
the maps generated.

Joda Thongnopnua, interim chief of staff/chief of staff to Mayor Kelly after
December, 2021, and prior to that chief policy officer. As noted above, Mr.
Thongnopnua attended certain gatherings of the Redistricting Committee and a
meeting with Councilperson Coonrod.

Brent Goldberg, chief of staff from April 2021 to December 2021, afterwards
Chief Financial Officer. As noted above, he attended the first gathering of the
Redistricting Committee.

Dylan Rivera (Director of Innovation Special Projects) attended the
September 30, 2021 session and the November 17, 2021 session with Dr. Berz.

Ian Evatt (Senior Data Analyst) attended the session with other staff and
Councilperson Berz on November 17, 2021.

Matthew Hill, Tennessee Comptroller’s Office, provided data from State of
Tennessee.

There are also who appeared at public meetings where some aspect of the
redistricting issue was addressed who would therefore be persons with knowledge of
that meeting. As that information is public, these Defendants object to the burden of

identifying each such person.
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Oath

STATE OF TENNESSEE :
COUNTY OF HAMILTON:

I, Chris Anderson after first being duly sworn according to law, make oath that the

above responses to the Interrogatories propounded by Plaintiff are true to the best of
my knowledge, information and belief.

Che N

Sworn to and subscribed before me ‘.“ #;‘.';“-‘f:;?"??"e,,
thig the [ ##day of 2023. s ..°" éﬁf%’;:.- 2
Eﬁ'ﬂ_\d . 42";1" i “‘g‘ge E s
T Korgee i3
‘l

Notaxp\r Publit at Large ) pe 5 U o~ S
My commission expires:_O ¢-A8 26 " o' &
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Signed as to objections only

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

PHILLIP A. NOBLETT- BPR # 10074
KATHRYN C. MCDONALD - BPR 30950
100 East 11th Street, Ste. 200
Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 643-8250
pnoblett@chattanooga.gov
kmcdonald@chattanooga.gov

GEARHISER, PETERS, ELLIOTT &
CANNON, PLLC

By:_Sam 12-2{[:‘(2%:" £ w[,gyw Een
SAM D. ELLIOTT(BPR #09431)

320 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 776-5171
selliott@gearhiserpeters.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The parties having agreed to transmit service copies by e-mail, the
undersigned hereby certifies that the foregoing pleading was e-mailed to:

Paul R. McAdoo

THE REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
6688 Nolensville Rd., Ste. 108-20

Brentwood, TN 37027

pmcadoo@refp.org

This the B"P/:iay of July, 2023.

Ay,
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8 EBxhibit T o o ] 8 A. Good morning.
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Lo to RFP 7/17/23 000937 112 10 A.  Chris Anderson.
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1 SsTI PULATI ONS 1 All right. Even though this is an informal
2 2 setting, this is a formal legal proceeding. Do you
3 The deposition of CHRI'S ANDERSON was taken by 3 understand that you're obligated to answer my questions
4 counsel for the Plaintiff on July 27, 2023, at 100 E 11th 4 fully and truthfully just as though you were testifying in
5 Street, Suite 200, Chattanooga, Tennessee, for all 5 front of ajudge in the courtroom?
6  purposes under the Tennessee Rules of Procedure. 6 A. Yes, | do.
7 All formalities as to caption, notice, statenent 7 Q. Ever been deposed in an open meetings case before?
8 of appearance, et cetera, are waived, that said deposition 8 A. No.
9 nmay be read and used in evidence in said cause of action 9 Q. Couple of some ground rules, which, since you're
10 in any trial thereon or any proceeding herein. 10 an experienced deponent, you will probably know. Please
11 I't is agreed that MELINDA CANTRELL, RPR, 11 wait until | finish asking the question to answer it.
12 Licensed Court Reporter for the State of Tennessee, may 12 Please answer it clearly and audibly so that the court
13 swear the witness, and that the reading and signing of the 13 reporter can take down your response. No nodding your
14 conpleted deposition was not discussed. 14 head or head shakes or stuff like that. If you don't
15 15 understand a question, please let me know and I'll be
16 16 happy to try and rephrase it.
17 17 If you need a break at any point in the deposition
18 18 to use the restroom or anything like that, please answer
19 19 the question that | asked and let me know and we'll take a
20 20 break and we'll see what we can do. | try to be very
21 21 flexible on that.
22 22 Any questions about that, on the basic ground
23 23 rules?
24 24 A. No.
25 25 Q. Did you take any medication that affects your
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Page 19

1 the council about this was just Carol because we kind of 1 Q. During that September 30th meeting, which of these

2 set out together the process that we were going to follow 2 steps were you on, you being the City?

3 and there were no other council members in that first 3 A. To be clear, | represent the executive branch. |

4 discussion, as | remember. But it's possible that 4 do not represent the entire City, which includes the

5 Councilwoman Dotley was there and she just didn't speak 5 legislative and judicial branch. Some of these steps were

6 and that's why | have no recollection of that. 6 taken by the legislative branch, out of my control or

7 Q. You said a second ago, I'm paraphrasing, that you 7 involvement, such as Step 1. | believe we were still on

8 and Dr. Berz came up with a process for redistricting; is 8 Step 2 prior to the redistricting data.

9 that accurate? 9 Q. Okay. Thank you. If you will turn to the last
10 A. Sheasked us, as in my team and I, to develop the 10 page of the document, what is Districtr?
11 process, and we explained to her how the data collection 11 A. Ibelieveit's an open source redistricting tool
12 would work, receiving data from both the U.S. Census 12 that is available over the Internet to anyone. | don't

13 Bureau and state comptroller and gave back to her a 13 know what else to say about it. It's a redistricting too

14 procedure. 14 online.

15 Q. Who decided to have this meeting be a private 15 Q. Isthat the redistricting tool that your office

16 meeting or a non-public meeting? 16 used?

17 A. ldon'trecall that meeting the decision that was 17 A. Welooked at several. | believe this is the one

18 debated. It was just a meeting for the administration to 18 that we actually used to draw the lines, but there were

19 show Councilwoman Berz what the process was going to be. 19 two or three that we reviewed. | don't remember the names
20 It's not unusual for a meeting with one council person to 20 of the others.

21 be private, so it's not like a decision was made regarding 21 Q. Did your office keep copies of the various

22 that. That's just common practice. 22 iteration used that were drawn during the redistricting

23 Q. Okay. Inwhat role is Dr. Berz meeting with you? 23 process?

24 A. As chair of the Redistricting Committee. 24 A. 1did not. | believe Andrew Sevigny did.

25 Q. And the purposes of the meeting was to start the 25 Q. Were those in the original format provided to us

Page 18 Page 20

1 process of redistricting? 1 during discovery?

2 A, Yes. 2 A. Tothe best of my knowledge, yes.

3 Q. I'mhanding you a document, page 1 says, 3 MR. MCADOO: Mr. Elliott, to the extent we

4 "Redistricting Data." Would you please take a look at 4 can locate them.

5 that? 5 BY MR. MCADOO:

6 A. (Witness reviews document.) 6 Q. Didyou keep notes of your meeting on September --
7 Q Are you familiar with this document? 7 during this process, but particularly the September 30th,

8 A. Yes. 8 2021, meeting?

9 Q. Willyou tell me what it is? 9 A. ldon't believe | kept notes in that meeting.

10 A It's a slide deck presentation describing the 10 Q. Did someone else on your staff take notes?

11 requirements of redistricting for the Chattanooga City 11 A. Notthat I know of.

12 Council. 12 Q. Were you or your staff provided any instructions

13 Q. Didyou, you or members of your staff use this 13 by Dr. Berz at this meeting?

14 PowerPoint presentation in the September 30th, 2021, 14 A. Ineed a moment.

15 meeting? 15 Q. Yeah, no problem.

16 A. |believe so, yes. 16 (Pause in proceeding.)

17 MR. MCADOO: Can we please mark this as 17 THE WITNESS: We did receive instruction from
18 Exhibit C? 18 her to come back to them with maps. That meant the
19 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit 19 requirements from the State government as well as the
20 Number C.) 20 federal court order. 1 don't believe there were any more
21 BY MR. MCADOO 21 detailed directives other than that.

22 Q. Soifyou can look at that page -- sorry these are 22 BY MR. MCADOO:

23 not paginated -- fourth page, it's entitled, "Required 23 Q. Okay. And there was -- were there any maps shown
24 Steps." 24 to Dr. Berz during this meeting?

25 A. Yep. 25 A. | don't believe so, no, unless it was the current
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Page 23

1 districts as they currently existed. It's possible that 1 November 17th, 20217

2 that could have been used. There were no new maps created 2 A. Myself, Andrew Sevigny, Tim Moreland,

3 at this point, so it would have been impossible to show 3 Dylan Rivera, lan Evatt, and Carol Berz.

4 her a new map. 4 Q. And you recall all of them being in attendance?

5 Q. Stepping back a little bit. What was the purpose 5 A. | do.

6 of the meeting on September 30th, 20217? 6 Q. Whatwas the purpose of this meeting?

7 A. Ibelieveit was to present this presentation 7 A. This was arecurring calendar item that | and my

8 describing what the requirements were, what we had to 8 staff blocked off every Wednesday at this time for the

9 follow, and, obviously, show the tools that we would use 9 purpose of updates for each other, as in -- each other, as

10 for that. 10 in my staff and |, to see where we were with

11 Q. Why was it important for Dr. Berz to know about 11 redistricting. This was a weekly block on the calendar.

12 the process for redistricting? 12 We did not actually meet every week. It was just a weekly

13 A. She's the chair of the Redistricting Committee. 13 hold if we needed to meet. Some weeks we did and some

14 Q. Anddo you recall what the task of the 14 weeks we didn't. | believe this is the only one that

15 Redistricting Committee was? 15 Councilwoman Berz attended.

16 A. Todraw new district lines based on the decennial 16 Q. Okay. Allright. I'm showing you a document that

17 census. 17 page 1 said, "Redistricting," it says, 11/17/21. Would

18 Q. Allright. Do you recall what the next meeting 18 you please take a look at that?

19 you had with any members of the City Council regarding 19 A. Okay.

20 redistricting? 20 Q. Are you familiar with this document?

21 A. Onemoment. 21 A. I am.

22 Q. Yeah, no problem. 22 Q. Couldyou tell me what it is?

23 A. Ibelieve it was -- hmm. I think it was the 23 A. It's apresentation that was used in the

24 November meeting. 24 November 17, 2021, meeting.

25 MR. ELLIOTT: Can | ask you to clarify? You 25 Q. Okay. Could you turn to page 5? And before you
Page 22 Page 24

1 mean a formal meeting or just any meeting? 1 read that, why was Dr. Berz the only council member to

2 MR. MCADOO: Any meeting. Any meeting in 2 attend this meeting?

3 which Mr. Anderson was with a member of City Council. 3 A. ldon'trecall.

4 MR. ELLIOTT: Any. Okay. 4 Q. Was it because she was the chair of the

5 MR. MCADOO: Okay. 5 Redistricting Committee?

6 MR. ELLIOTT: Any meeting. That's a little 6 A. That's likely the reason, yes.

7 broad here. 7 Q. Letme take a step back. Had the Redistricting

8 MR. MCADOO: We'll clarify here. Give me 8 Committee done anything between the September 30th and

9 just one second. 9 November 17th, that you're aware of, on redistricting?

10 BY MR. MCADOQO: 10 A. One moment.

11 Q. Allright. Mr. Anderson, | put before you an 11 Q. No problem.

12 invitation -- that looks to be an invitation, calendar 12 A. Atthis point, my recollection is that we had

13 appointment invitation. Do you recognize this document? 13 merely internally talked about the requirements set forth

14 A. Yes. 14 by Judge Edgar's federal court Order and the State

15 Q. Canyou tell me what it is? 15 comptroller's office. 1 don't believe we had received the

16 A. It's a calendar invitation for redistricting 16 datathat we needed to complete the process.

17 working session on Wednesday, November 17th, 2021. 17 MR. ELLIOTT: Can | ask to clarify? He asked

18 Q. Do you know if this session took place? 18 you the committee, not your staff.

19 A. | believe it did. 19 MR. MCADOQO: Right, right.

20 MR. MCADOO: Okay. Can we mark that as 20 THE WITNESS: | misunderstood the question.

21 Exhibit D, please? 21 ldon't believe the committee had done anything at that

22 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit 22 point, but | can't testify to what they did outside of my

23 Number D.) 23 presence.

24 BY MR. MCADOO: 24 BY MR. MCADOO:

25 Q. Can you tell me who attended this meeting on 25 Q. Right. Butyou did not meet with members of the
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1 Redistricting Committee between September 30th and 1 BY MR. MCADOO:
2 November 17th, 20217 2 Q. Yes,"Our Process."
3 A. I'mcertain | met with members of the 3 A. What was the question?
4 Redistricting Committee because outside of being members 4 Q. Could you tell me -- describe what is on page --
5 of the Redistricting Committee, they are the City Council 5 what is on this page of Exhibit E?
6 members and | see them every week. 6 A. The pagetitled, "Our Process?"
7 Q. That's a fair clarification. In their capacity as 7 Q. Yes.
8 members of the Redistricting Committee, discussing the 8 A. Itexplains the process that we must undertake,
9 redistricting? 9 including applying the existing council boundaries to the
10 A. No. 10 new census data, because the first step would be to
11 MR. MCADOQQO: Let's go back to -- can we mark 11 determine, based on the new census data we received, what
12 this as Exhibit E, please? And thank you for your help. 12 were the new numbers for each of the nine City Council
13 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit 13 districts.
14 Number E.) 14 Q. Okay. And go to Step 2 on it.
15 BY MR. MCADOQO: 15 A. Considerations for changing boundaries, Districts
16 Q. Letme ask you a question about this. Did you 16 5, 8, and 9 need to increase in population. Districts 3,
17 author this PowerPoint? 17 4, and 7 need to decrease, and that is because 3, 4, and 7
18 A. Explain the question. 18 had grown at the fastest rate over the last ten years,
19 Q. Did you write it, create it? 19 while 5, 8, and 9 have grown at the slowest rate. We --
20 A. No. 20 Q. Sorry, go ahead.
21 Q. Whodid? 21 A. We also used the neighborhood boundary file as
22 A. |believe it was Andrew Sevigny. He may have also 22 guidelines to keep the neighborhoods together. And per
23 had input from Tim Moreland. 23 the comptroller's instructions, we used roadways and
24 Q. Didyou editit or approve it before the meeting? 24 natural land features as guidelines, which is common
25 A. |probably approved it. 1 don't think | made any 25 practice.

Page 26 Page 28
1 changestoit. 1 Q. Isthis process the one that Dr. Berz had
2 Q. And for Exhibit C, which is the -- and I'm sorry 2 instructed your office to undertake at the September 30th,
3 to jump back and forth. These things are fluid, as I'm 3 2021, meeting?
4 sure you have experienced. Is that a document that you 4 A. More orless, yes. I don't know that she was this
5 authored? 5 descriptive, but yes. The neighborhood -- the arterial
6 A. No. 6 roadways and natural land features come from the State
7 Q. Isthatone that Mr. Sevigny authored? 7 comptroller.
8 A. Ibelieve so, yes. 8 Q. And she instructed your office to comply with the
9 Q. Anddid you either edit it or approve it? 9 law?
10 A. Almost certainly | approved it. | did not edit 10 A. Of course.
11 it. 11 Q. Canyou turn to the next page? Is this the -- can
12 Q. Okay. Thank you. Let's go ahead and go back to 12 you tell me what's on the final page of Exhibit E?
13 Exhibit E. So on page 5, it's entitled, "Process Used," 13 A. It's amap of the nine City Council districts.
14 and all throughout this process, Mr. Anderson, take your 14 Q. Is this the first map that your office shared with
15 time, whatever time you need to read things, look through 15 a member of City Council?
16 pages. I'm not going anywhere, so take your time. 16 A. Ican't state that for certain. 1don't even know
17 What is discussed on page 5 of Exhibit E? 17 which map this is because there are no identifying
18 A. Areyou asking about the page entitled, "Our 18 roadways. If I had to guess, which is all I can do, |
19 Process?" 19 would say that this would be the existing map from the
20 Q. I'mlooking at, "Process Used." 20 redistricting ten years earlier. | don't believe this was
21 MR. ELLIOTT: Are you in the same document? 21 anew map.
22 MR. MCADOQO: Let's double check. No, I am 22 Q. Solet's go back to the previous page. It makes
23 not, am I? 23 it sound like your office was doing something with the
24 THE WITNESS: No. 24 map, "Our Process," applying existing council boundaries
25 MR. MCADOO: My apologies. 25 to the new census data. But you are telling me that you
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1 do not believe the map on the following page is a new map? 1 A. No.
2 A. Ican'tsay for certain, again, because there are 2 Q. -- of the redistricting process?
3 no major roadways noted on this map. If | could see it 3 A. No.
4 blown up, which the presentation would allow, | could say 4 Q. Did anyone take notes in this meeting?
5 for certain. 5 A. ldidn't. Idon't know of anyone else taking
6 Q. Do you recall what the first map was that was 6 notes.
7 shown to a member of City Council? 7 Q. Didyou ask anyone to take any notes?
8 A. I'm pretty sure the first map would have been the 8 A. | did not.
9 existing district lines as approved in, | believe, 2012, 9 Q. And can you explain to me why you are -- why you
10 and what the new racial and demographic makeups were based 10 believe that the map on page 5 that we've been discussing,
11 on the new census from 2020. 11 page -- in the last page of Exhibit E is not a new map
12 Q. When was the first new map, potential map, for 12 but, instead, is the old map?
13 redistricting shown to a member of City Council? 13 MR. ELLIOTT: Asked and answered, but go
14 A. Hold on. It may have been this meeting. This may 14 ahead.
15 be anew map. |justcan't tell because a significant 15 THE WITNESS: It appears that the Hill City
16 chunk of the city is not in this frame. Let me look at it 16 neighborhood in this map is in District 1, which would
17 closer. 17 have been in the 2012 redistricting. At the end of the
18 No, this was -- no, this was the old map. I'm 18 redistricting period, Hill City was in District 2.
19 certain of it. 19 BY MR. MCADOO:
20 Q. Okay. Let's - 20 Q. Solet me ask about that. But there are multiple
21 A. Itwould have been in late 2021, near the end of 21 maps during the 2021, 2022 redistricting process, correct?
22 2021, would have been the first time we had a map based on 22 A. Yes.
23 when we got the census data from the U.S. Census Bureau. 23 Q. And during any of them, was that neighborhood you
24 Q. Let's go back to Exhibit A, page 3. It's the 24 just described in the district you just identified?
25 interrogatory responses. 25 A. Restate. |justidentified two districts. What
Page 30 Page 32
1 A. Okay. Thank you. 1 areyou talking about?
2 Q. Look towards the bottom where -- the sentence that 2 Q. Okay. Soyou said -- could you tell me what
3 starts: A presentation entitled, "Redistricting 3 identifying feature -- Madame Court Reporter, could you
4 11-17-21," could you read from down there to the end of 4 read back what he said regarding the map?
5 the page? 5 (The court reporter read back the requested
6 A. (Witnessreading.) A presentation entitled 6 excerpt.)
7 "Redistricting 11-17-21" was generated on or about 7 THE WITNESS: Hill City was in District 2.
8 November 16, 2022 -- 2022 is obviously a typo. It wasn't 8 Hill City is the name of the neighborhood.
9 generated a year before the meeting, or a year after the 9 BY MR. MCADOO:
10 meeting, rather. The presentation states that the reason 10 Q. Thank you for clarifying that. Is Hill City, at
11 behind the map was apply existing council boundaries to 11 any point, in a different district during this
12 new census data, consideration for changing boundaries. 12 redistricting process?
13 That was the end of the page. 13 A. During the redistricting process, Hill City, of
14 Q. Yeah. And let's go back to the first sentence. 14 course, was in two different districts, as already stated,
15 It says there in the last clause -- | just want to make 15 because it was in District 1 at the end of the 2012
16 sure, in case | missed it -- that last sentence says: 16 redistricting, which | was not a City employee, and at the
17 Which included sn initial map. Is that right? 17 end of the 2022 redistricting, it was in District 2, so
18 A. Yes. 18 obviously, during the process, it was in two different
19 Q. Andwhatis the -- this response to 19 districts.
20 interrogatories mean when it says: Which included the 20 Q. WhatI'mtrying to get atis: You have the 2012
21 initial map? 21 map and then you're referring to the map at the end of the
22 A. It appears that this was the initial map that 22 2022 process. I'm talking about within the 2021, 2022
23 showed the existing council boundaries as of 2012 -- 2012, 23 process, did Hill City move? When did it move?
24 sorry, with the new census data applied to it. 24 A. ldon'trecall exactly when it moved. | believe
25 Q. So this was not the first new map -- 25 it would -- | believe it would have moved --
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Page 35

1 MR. ELLIOTT: It's in the interrogatory 1 comprehensive for everything.
2 answer, page 4. 2 Q. Did Dr. Berz ask you any questions during this
3 BY MR. MCADOQO: 3 meeting, you or your colleagues?
4 Q. AndIguess what I'm getting at, Mr. Anderson, 4 A. ldon'trecall.
5 just to be clear, how are you certain that the 5 Q. Did Dr. Berz give you any feedback on a -- no,
6 interrogatories you signed say -- well, let me start over. 6 sorry, you've already answered that
7 The interrogatories you signed says that there was 7 And was this map created in Districtr?
8 an initial map in the redistricting presentation on 8 A. [Ibelieve so, yes.
9 11-17-2021; is that right? 9 Q. Why was the information provided to Dr. Berz in
10 A.  Yes. 10 this meeting important to provide?
11 Q. Butyou're saying the initial -- what you meant, 11 A. |believe we were just giving her an update for
12 what the City meant in the interrogatories you signed by 12 where we were. That's not uncommon for the administration
13 initial map was the old map? 13 to give updates to committee chairs on where we are in the
14 A. Asl've stated twice, the initial map was the old 14 process of things.
15 map with new census data applied to it showing the new 15 Q. Do you know if there was any public notice
16 demographics based on population changes. 16 provided for this meeting?
17 Q. Sorry to frustrate you there, just trying to make 17 A. There was not.
18 sure | understand. 18 Q. Were minutes kept of this meeting?
19 MR. ELLIOTT: And this is the first time a 19 A. No.
20 map appears. That's why they show it. 20 Q. AndI'm pretty sure on the answer to this, but I'm
21 BY MR. MCADOQO: 21 going to ask it anyway: Did any members of the public
22 Q. Okay. Why wasn't the map on the last page of 22 attend the November 17th, 2021, meeting with Dr. Berz?
23 Exhibit E shown to the whole City Council? 23 A. No.
24 A. ldon'trecall ever needing to show or thinking 24 Q. I'mshowing you a document that is on the first
25 that we needed to show this map to the whole City Council 25 page described as "Redistricting 12-9-21." Could you
Page 34 Page 36
1 since ayear earlier, less than a year earlier, they had 1 please take a look at that?
2 all run for office in various districts and under where 2 A. Yes. Okay.
3 the City district lines were. 3 Q. Could you tell me what the document is?
4 Q. Why was this presentation only given to Dr. Berz 4 A. Thisis apresentation given in the meeting on
5 and not the whole City Council? 5 December 9th, 2021.
6 A. Shewas chair of the Redistricting Committee. 6 MR. MCADOQO: Could we please mark this as
7 Q. Why were the other members of the Redistricting 7 Exhibit F?
8 Committee not in attendance on November 17, 2021, at this 8 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
9 meeting? 9 NumberF.)
10 A. lassume we didn't think it was necessary. 10 BY MR. MCADOO:
11 Q. Did Dr. Berz give you or any of your colleagues 11 Q. Do you recall who -- was there a meeting on
12 instructions at the end of the November 17th, 2021, 12 December 9th, 2021, of the Redistricting Committee?
13 meeting? 13 A. Ibelieve so, yes.
14 A. She --l1remember her telling us to follow the 14 Q. Do you recall who attended this meeting, the
15 rules from the census bureau and the State comptroller. | 15 December 9th, 2021, Redistricting Committee meeting?
16 don't believe she was prescriptive in any other way. 16 A. Definitely Emily O'Donnell, myself, Andrew
17 Q. Did Dr. Berz instruct that changes should be made 17 Sevigny, Dylan Rivera, Councilwoman Berz and Dotley,
18 to the map that appears on the last page of Exhibit E 18 Councilwoman Hester. I'm not sure that Ken Smith was
19 during the November 17th, 2021, meeting? 19 there. I'm certain he was on the calendar invite as a
20 A. Only changes to get us compliant with state and 20 member of the committee. And then Tim Moreland, my
21 federal regulation. No specific changes were prescribed 21 deputy.
22 by her. 22 Q. Okay. Was the Exhibit F presented at the
23 Q. What else was discussed at the meeting other than 23 December 9th, 2021, Redistricting Committee meeting?
24 the PowerPoint presentation? 24 A. Yes.
25 A. This would have been it. This would have been 25 Q. And did you author this document?
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Page 37 Page 39
1 A. |did not. 1 A. No.
2 Q. Didyou either -- did you approve it? 2 Q. Andyou had said already, just -- and |
3 A, Yes. 3 apologize -- but no notes were kept from this meeting?
4 Q. Soyou saw it before the meeting? 4 A. Ibelieve | stated | did not take any notes. |
5 A. Yes. 5 don't know if anyone else did.
6 Q. Can you please turn to page 7 of the document, of 6 Q. Didyou instruct anyone else to take any notes?
7 Exhibit F? It's the one that says, "Current and Proposed 7 A. 1didnot.
8 Draft" at the top. 8 Q. How did your staff remember what to do from the
9 A Okay. 9 meeting if there were no notes taken?
10 Q. What's on this page? 10 A. This presentation evolved over time. As we moved
11 A. Two maps. 11 through the process, we would take the old presentation
12 Q Okay. What are they? 12 and make changes to update where we were. This was the
13 A. The map on the left is the existing City Council 13 document, the living document, that progressed over time.
14 districts at that time as approved after the 2012 14 Q. Do you know if that document has been produced in
15 redistricting process, and on the right, the first draft 15 PowerPoint form versus PDF?
16 of new maps for nine new districts based on the initial 16 A. It's neither. It was produced in Google Sheets.
17 datathat we received. 17 Q. Itwas produced to plaintiff in Google Sheets
18 Q. Who developed the map on the right that is 18 form?
19 labeled, "Proposed Draft?" 19 A. Wedo not use PowerPoint at the City of
20 A. Andrew Sevigny would have been the one actually 20 Chattanooga. That's a proprietary software on Microsoft.
21 using the tool and functionally on a computer producing 21 We use Google Suite and Google Sheets would be the form of
22 the map. There was almost certainly input from myself and 22 that.
23 Tim Moreland and people on Andrew's team. 23 Q. Okay. Thank you.
24 Q. Was this map developed based on the instructions 24 MR. ELLIOTT: It's good to know.
25 provided by Dr. Berz at either the September 30th, 2021, 25 MR. MCADOO: Now we all know.
Page 38 Page 40
1 meeting or the November 17th, 2021, meeting? 1 THE WITNESS: | use Google every day, all
2 A. Tothe extent that she told us to follow state and 2 day. No Microsoft.
3 federal regulations, yes, it was. 3 BY MR. MCADOO:
4 Q. Why wasn't this map shown to the full City Council 4 Q. Soyoushowed the members of the Redistricting
5 on the properly noticed public meeting? 5 Committee that were in attendance, which, as you recall,
6 A. The process was not complete with a fully formed 6 were Dr. Berz, Dotley, and Hester, this presentation on
7 draft that we could be sure met all the requirements at 7 December 9th, 2021?
8 that time. 8 A. Sorry?
9 Q. Allright. Justa second. 9 Q. Youoryour staff?
10 (Pause in proceeding.) 10 A. I'msorry, what was --
11 BY MR. MCADOO: 11 Q. Thisis what you showed to them -- showed during
12 Q. Did you or any of your colleagues keep notes from 12 the meeting on December 9th, 20217
13 this meeting on December 9th, 20217 13 A. Yes.
14 A. ldid not. I can't say if anybody else did. 14 Q. Let'sflipto page 8. Can you just tell me what
15 Q. Was there a public notice of this meeting on 15 is there?
16 December 9th, 2021? 16 A. It'samap.
17 A. No. 17 Q. Okay.
18 Q. Were members of the public permitted to attend the 18 A. City of Chattanooga.
19 meeting on December 9th, 2021? 19 Q. Whatis the map of? City of Chattanooga. Is this
20 A. No member of the public tried to attend the 20 a copy of the proposed draft that appeared on the prior
21 meeting. 21 page?
22 Q. Okay. So none were in attendance, correct? 22 A. lbelieveitis, yes.
23 A. Correct. 23 Q. Why the two maps?
24 Q. Thank you. 24 A. The first map indicates the existing maps at the
25 Were minutes kept of this meeting? 25 time of this meeting, and the second indicates the first
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Page 43

1 draft based on initial data that we received from the U.S. 1 the paper, so | appreciate your patience.

2 Census Bureau. 2 Let me go back and ask you a question. There was

3 Q. ButwhatI'm trying to get at, Mr. Anderson, is 3 a public meeting on November 9th, 2021, and it is

4 you got a proposed draft on page 7, why was there also a 4 referenced in Exhibit A.

5 proposed map on page 8? 5 A. What page?

6 A. |believe page 8 would have been an interactive 6 Q. lwilltell you as soon as | get there.

7 map where we could have zoomed in if anybody -- to see the 7 A. Okay.

8 lines closer. It's kind of a small map, so this provided 8 MR. ELLIOTT: You said November 29th?

9 the ability to zoom and show a larger picture. 9 MR. MCADOO: November 9th, if my memory

10 Q. Okay. And did you do that -- did you or members 10 serves me correctly. Itis not on there. Okay.

11 of your staff -- 11 MR. ELLIOTT: It's not on this one.

12 A. I'm pretty sure we did. 12 BY MR. MCADOQO:

13 Q. Do you recall any questions that members of the 13 Q. Okay. Do you recall the November 9th, 2021, City

14 Redistricting Committee had about the map when you zoomed 14 Council meeting at all?

15 in? 15 A. No. I goto City Council meetings every week.

16 A. ldonot. 16 Q. Do you recall Dr. Berz ever saying of the

17 Q. Okay. Was this in Districtr, this map? | do see 17 Redistricting Committee that, quote, we're not adding any

18 it says ChattaData at the bottom. 18 districts?

19 A. Yes. ChattaDatais our online data form. Every 19 A. | don't recall when she would have said that, but

20 map we produced was put online for anyone to see, every 20 that would be a statement of fact.

21 draft, including the initial map that showed the old 21 Q. When was that decided that there would be no

22 districts. | believe this was done in Districtr. | 22 districts added?

23 believe every map we provided to the public was done in 23 A. That wasn't adecision that needed to be reached.

24 Districtr. 24 A decision would have been needed to be reached to

25 I remember -- | remember the name of the other 25 increase the number of districts or decrease them. But |
Page 42 Page 44

1 open source tool and it was called Dave's Redistricting, 1 believe the only reason she would have said that is

2 but I don't think we actually produced any maps in it. | 2 because the Hamilton County Commission had just added two

3 justremember reviewing it and using it to what it was 3 districts, so it's possible that a reporter could have

4 like. 4 asked if we would have followed suit if there -- they did

5 Q. Sowho -- so never mind, you answered that. 5 that for a specific purpose. That's not normal to add or

6 Did you receive any instruction from members of 6 subtract districts.

7 the Redistricting Committee at the December 9th, 2021, 7 I don't -- the City Council has never added or

8 meeting related to the map, the proposed map? 8 subtracted districts, other than through a federal court

9 A. No,ldon'tthink so. 9 Order which created our form of government in 1989.

10 Q. And did you say this map appears on the ChattaData 10 Q. Judge Edgar's Order?

11 Redistricting Committee website currently? 11 A. Yes.

12 A. I don't have knowledge if it currently exists in 12 Q. Would you please take a look at this document that

13 ChattaData. | know it did at the time. 13 appears to be an e-mail invitation?

14 Q. This was posted on ChattaData on December 9th, 14 A. Yes.

15 20217? 15 Q. Tell me what this document is?

16 A. |believe so. Well, I can't swear that it was 16 A. It's aninvitation to aredistricting

17 posted on December 9th, 2021, but about then, | believe it 17 administrative briefing for Councilman Ken Smith on

18 was, yes. That's not indicated here, but that would be my 18 Tuesday, December 25th, 2021.

19 recollection. 19 Q. Did you author this invite?

20 Q. Okay. So -- okay. Atwhat point were you and 20 A.  Yes.

21 your staff instructed by the Redistricting Committee to 21 MR. MCADOO: Can we please mark this as

22 meet individually with council members regarding the 22 Exhibit G?

23 proposed map? 23 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit

24 A. ldon't believe anyone instructed us to do that. 24 Number G.)

25 Q. Doyou recall -- let's -- sorry, the downside of 25 BY MR. MCADOO:

Elite-Brentwood Reporting Services * (615)595-0073

41. . 44

WM. el i tereportingservices.com


http://www.elitereportingservices.com

Page 45 Page 47
1 Q Do you recall, did this meeting occur? 1 were shown to the Redistricting Committee on December 9th,
2 A. Ibelieve so, yes. 2 2021, at this meeting on December 14th, 20217
30 Who all was in attendance? 3 A.  Yes,ldid.
4 A Myself -- myself, Councilman Smith, and Andrew 4 Q. Had any changes to those maps been made between
5 Sevigny. 5 the December 9th meeting and the December 14th meeting
6 Q. What was discussed at this meeting? 6 that you recall?
7 A. Councilman Smith's district, which is District 3, 7 A. ldon'trecall any, but let me review this.
8 and the proposed changes to it. 8 Q. Yes.
9 Q. Okay. Did Councilperson Smith give you any 9 A. (Witness reviews document.)
10 instructions in this meeting? 10 No, I don't believe so.
11 A. I don't believe so, no. 11 Q. Okay. Did you show Councilperson Smith the
12 Q. Were there any changes made to district -- you 12 presentation that you gave on December 9th, 2021, to the
13 said District 3; is that right? 13 Redistricting Committee to him at this meeting?
14 A. Yes. 14 A. It's quite possible that | did, but | don't recall
15 Q. Were any changes made to District 3 as a result of 15 for sure.
16 this meeting? 16 Q. What did you want Councilperson Smith to do with
17 A. No. 17 the information you provided in the meeting on December
18 Q. Was this meeting open to the public? 18 14th, 20217
19 A. No. 19 A. Nothing.
20 Q. Was this meeting publicly noticed? 20 Q. Then why was it important to meet with him about
21 A. No. 21 it, or meet with him?
22 Q.  Were minutes kept of this meeting? 22 MR. ELLIOTT: Asked and answered. You
23 A. No. 23 already asked that.
24 Q. Were there notes kept of this meeting? 24 MR. MCADOO: Unless he's instructing you not
25 A. No. 25 to answer --
Page 46 Page 48
1 Q. Why was itimportant to brief Councilman Smith on 1 MR. ELLIOTT: No. No.
2 redistricting during this meeting? 2 MR. MCADOO: We didn't talk about that
3 A. To show him the changes that would be required in 3 earlier.
4 his district based on the population growth over the last 4 MR. ELLIOTT: I'm noting my objection.
5 ten years. His district needed to shrink because it was 5 THE WITNESS: He didn't instruct me to do
6 one of those that grew the fastest. 6 anything. I'was providing information to a City Council
7 Q. Did he approve of these changes? 7 person, which is common practice.
8 A. Therewas no formal approval process nor did | ask 8 BY MR. MCADOO:
9 him if he approved. He, | remember, was dismayed to lose 9 Q. AndsowhatI'm trying to get at is: Why was it
10 part of his direct, but understood that he had to lose 10 important to share this information with him?
11 part of his district because it was larger than the rest 11 A. Because herepresents District 3 and it was
12 of the others. 12 important to give him the information about what District
13 Q. Okay. Why didn't you discuss this with 13 3 was going to look like going forward.
14 Councilperson Smith at this properly noticed public 14 Q. Okay. Was it your hope that he would use this
15 meeting? 15 information in a future vote?
16 A. ldon'tthink it was required. 16 A. No.
17 Q. Did you convey to Councilperson Smith any of the 17 Q. Butwasn't he going to be called upon to vote on
18 information from the prior meetings you had on 18 whether or not district -- what District 3 would look
19 redistricting with council members? 19 like?
20 A. I'mcertain I did in terms of reiterating to him 20 A.  Yes.
21 the federal and state requirements that | reiterated to 21 Q. Butyou didn't want him to use the information to
22 everyone both in the brief setting that you already 22 vote?
23 discussed and the individual meetings. 23 A. No. lwasn't responsible for the final decision
24 Q. Justto confirm -- | apologize if | asked this 24 onthe maps. Per our charter and our ordinances, the City
25 already -- did you show Councilperson Smith the maps that 25 Council has final decision over what the maps look like,
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1 and they were perfectly free to make any amendments they 1 Q. Okay. Did you do anything besides get the maps
2 wanted on the floor, and | had no control over that or 2 in -- the map in compliance with the state and federal
3 involvement. 3 regulation and laws?
4 Q. lunderstand that. Thank you. 4 A. Wealso followed -- well, the comptroller
5 MR. MCADOQO: Yeah, let's take a five-minute 5 guidelines included like keeping neighborhoods together
6 break. 6 and using geographic boundaries, so yeah.
7 THE WITNESS: Can we make it ten so | can go 7 Q. Theissues we discussed regarding the earlier
8 get more coffee from your office? 8 presentations about arterial roadways and --
9 (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken. Thereafter, 9 A. Yes,that's correct. We followed those good
10 the proceedings resumed as follows:) 10 practices.
11 BY MR. MCADOQO: 11 Q. Did anyone else attend this meeting?
12 Q. Okay. Allright. We're back with Mr. Anderson. 12 A. ldon'tthink so.
13 One thing that | didn't talk about earlier, kind 13 Q. Was the meeting publicly noticed?
14 of ground rules that it's probably good to revisit, is 14 A. No.
15 your attorney may make objections; unless your attorney 15 Q. Wasitopen to the public?
16 objects based upon privilege or instructs you not to 16 A. No.
17 answer, you're still expected to answer the question, even 17 Q. Were any members of the public in attendance?
18 if he says something like asked and answered, which has 18 A. No.
19 happened a time or two, so | just wanted to make sure we 19 Q. Were there minutes kept?
20 covered that real quick. And it's a lot easier to be 20 A. No.
21 heard in this room. 21 Q.  Were there notes kept?
22 A. Yes. 22 A. No.
23 Q. I'mgoing to hand you another calendar invite. 23 Q. And why were there -- and this has probably been
24 Can you take a look at that and tell me what it is? 24 asked and answered, but why didn't you keep notes in these
25 A. Thisis an invitation to redistricting update for 25 meetings?

Page 50 Page 52
1 Councilman Henderson on Tuesday, January 11, 2022. 1 A. There was nothing to note.
2 Q. Didyou send this invite? 2 Q. There's nothing that a council person said back to
3 A. | did. 3 you that you needed to record?
4 MR. MCADOO: Could we mark it as Exhibit H, 4 A. Notthatlrecall, no. The purpose of the meeting
5 please? 5 wasn't to take instruction from the councilman. The
6 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit 6 purpose of the meeting was to show him the map. |
7 Number H.) 7 wouldn't need to take notes of a map that | was already
8 BY MR. MCADOO: 8 familiar with.
9 Q. Do you recall if this meeting occurred? 9 Q. And then why was this important information to
10 A One moment. 10 give to Councilman Henderson?
11 Q. Of course. 11 A. Generally, people who run for office like to know
12 A | believe it did. Let me confirm. 12 what the district boundaries are going to be before they
13 Yes, it did. 13 start knocking on doors.
14 Q. Okay. Why was this meeting held, the 14 Q.  When was the next election?
15 January 11th, 2022, meeting with Councilperson Henderson? 15 A 2025.
16 A. |Ibelieve this meeting would have been held so | 16 Q.  Would Councilman Henderson be knocking on doors in
17 could show him the first draft of the map to give him an 17 2022 for an election in 2025?
18 idea of what his new district would look like as proposed 18 A.  No, but he probably would as the representative of
19 by the administration. 19 multiple neighborhoods in the district, and he attended
20 Q. You said by -- as proposed by the administration. 20 neighborhood meetings monthly, so it would have been
21 s that as proposed by the administration based upon 21 important knowledge to him what neighborhoods he was going
22 instructions from the Redistricting Committee? 22 to have.
23 A. Only to the extent that the instructions from the 23 Q. Do you recall what neighborhoods might have
24 Redistricting Committee were to follow state and federal 24 changed as far as District 1 at this point in the process?
25 regulations. 25 A. |believe the only thing that had changed at this
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Page 55

1 point, based on the initial data, was Hill City that | 1 A. Itwas aninvitation to aredistricting update for
2 referenced earlier, which is a neighborhood in North 2 Councilman Ledford on Tuesday, January, 11, 2022.
3 Chattanooga. 3 Q Did you author this e-mail?
4 Q. Did you convey the content of any of your prior 4 A. ldid.
5 meetings on redistricting with council members to 5 Q. Did this meeting take place?
6 Councilman Henderson? 6 A It did.
7 A. Only the same information here are the guidelines 7 Q Can you tell me who attended?
8 that we have to follow from the state and the federal 8 A. Myself and Councilman Ledford. | see Andrew
9 governments. 9 Sevigny is optional on here. 1don't believe he was in
10 Q. Did you use any of the presentations that you had 10 the meeting.
11 used with the Redistricting Committee? 11 Q. Why was this meeting held?
12 A. Idon'tthink I did in this meeting. This one| 12 A. So |l could show Councilman Ledford the new
13 recall being very brief. 13 proposed district lines based on the first draft of data
14 Q.  So how did you show him the map? Or did you show 14 for his district.
15 him a map? 15 Q. Didyou show him a map?
16 A. I'm certain | showed him a map. It would have 16 A. I did.
17 been on a computer screen so | could zoom in and show him 17 Q. Wasitin Districtr?
18 any individual -- like a better -- show him a better 18 A. Yes, it was in the same manner | had shown it to
19 picture than just the entire city on one page. 19 Councilman Henderson earlier in the day.
20 Q. Something you could zoom in on, I think, is what 20 Q. Was the same map that you showed Councilman
21 you're starting to say? 21 Ledford on January 11th, 2022, the same map that you
22 A. Yeah. 22 showed the Redistricting Committee on December 9th, 2021?
23 Q. Soitwould have probably been on Districtr? 23 A. Yes, | believe so.
24 A. Yes. 24 Q. Did you take notes of this meeting?
25 Q. And was the map you were showing him in the 25 A. No.

Page 54 Page 56
1 January 11th, 2022, meeting the same as the proposed map 1 Q. Do you know if Councilman Ledford took notes?
2 thatis on Exhibit F, which is the PowerPoint presentation 2 A. I doubt he did. | don't recall him taking notes.
3 from your December 9th, 2021, meeting with the 3 Q. Did you discuss with Councilman Ledford what you
4 Redistricting Committee? | know that's a long question. 4 had discussed with the Redistricting Committee on November
5 A. Yes, it was the same. 5 --or, sorry, December 9th, 2021?
6 MR. ELLIOTT: Except it's not a PowerPoint. 6 A. I'msurelexplained the same rules to him that
7 It's a slide presentation. 7 I've explained to the Redistricting Committee regarding
8 MR. MCADOO: Yeah, the map itself. The 8 good practices and federal and state regulations.
9 underlying map itself. 9 Q. Did you show him the presentation from December
10 BY MR. MCADOO: 10 9th, 202172
11 Q. Were there any changes made to the map that you 11 A. Idon'trecall showing him the full presentation.
12 showed on December 9th to the Redistricting Committee and 12 1do know that | showed him the map from the presentation.
13 the one that you showed Councilperson Henderson? 13 Q. Right. And that's the map that's on the final
14 A. ldon't think there were any changes between the 14 page of Exhibit F?
15 two. 15 A. Correct, yes.
16 Q. Did Councilperson Henderson give you any 16 Q.  Which is the one in Districtr that was imported
17 instructions? 17 into Google Sheets, | think we covered, right?
18 A. No. 18 Why was this important information to share with
19 Q. Did he ask any questions? 19 Councilman Ledford?
20 A. I'm sure he asked me, hey, can you zoom in on 20 A. So hewould see the new proposed lines for the
21 that, things like that, but no, beyond that. 21 district he represents
22 Q. Any feedback on the changes to District 1? 22 Q. What did you hope that Councilperson Ledford would
23 A. Not that | recall, no. 23 do with the information that you provided in this meeting?
24 Q. Show you another calendar invite. Take a look and 24 A. 1didn't have any expectations of Councilman
25 tell me what it is, please. 25 Ledford. |just needed to inform him.
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1 Q. Why did you need to inform him? 1 once.
2 A. Because, as I've stated, elected officials like to 2 MR. MCADOO: Could we go ahead and mark this
3 know what their districts are that they represent. 3 as Exhibit J?
4 Q. Was the purpose of this meeting also to inform any 4 THE COURT REPORTER: You mean I.
5 later public discussions that could come up on 5 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
6 redistricting? 6 Number | and J.)
7 A. No. 7 BY MR. MCADOQO:
8 Q. Whynot? 8 Q. Do you know why this meeting didn't take place,
9 A. Thatwasn't my purpose. My purpose was to show 9 the meeting referenced in Exhibit J for a January 14th
10 him this is the proposed map for your new district. What 10 meeting with Councilman Henderson?
11 he did with that was up to him at that point. | didn't 11 A. Idon'trecall, butit's not uncommon we have to
12 have any desire for a certain outcome of a vote. We were 12 schedule a meeting twice because the first one didn't take
13 simply preparing maps based on the regulations. 13 place due to a scheduling conflict or because we didn't
14 Q. And the instructions from the Redistricting 14 have time to have it.
15 Committee; is that right? 15 Q. Isthere any reason why you would have two
16 A. Theinstructions from the Redistricting Committee 16 meetings with Councilperson Henderson in such short order
17 were only to follow the regulations, so we were preparing 17 on the same topic?
18 maps regarding regulations and best practices. 18 A. Yes. That makes me think that the first one
19 Q. And the instructions of the Redistricting 19 probably didn't happen. And my recollection is of the
20 Committee, which were that? 20 second meeting, because | only met with him once, so |
21 A. Yes. 21 probably tried to schedule one and he couldn't make it, so
22 Q. Okay. Allright. Over to Number 20. Handing you 22 we rescheduled it.
23 another calendar invite. Please take a look at this and 23 Q. Soyou're not sure whether the January 11th
24 tell me what it is. 24 meeting happened or the January 14th meeting?
25 A. It's a redistrict -- it's an invitation to a 25 A.  I'mnot.
Page 58 Page 60
1 redistricting update for Councilman Henderson dated 1 Q. Butone of them did?
2 Friday, January 14, 2022. 2 A. That week, one of them did. Since the January
3 Q. Didyou author this invitation? 3 11th meeting was on a Tuesday, that's probably the one
4 A | did. 4 that got pushed out because Tuesday is our City Council
5 Q. Do you know if this meeting took place? 5 meeting days and there's really no way to know exactly how
6 A One moment. 6 long those meetings are going to last and sometimes stuff
7 (Witness reviews document.) 7 gets bumped from Tuesday. It's the busiest day.
8 | can't swear that this meeting actually took 8 Q. Okay. That's makes sense. Just to circle back
9 place. 9 because we had a little -- you showed -- we already
10 MR. MCADOO: Let me -- let's go ahead and 10 talked -- so your testimony previously about the
11 mark this as Exhibit J. 11 January 11th meeting with Councilperson Henderson might
12 THE WITNESS: It may have, but I'm honestly 12 have taken place on January 14th?
13 not certain. 13 A.  Yes.
14 MR. ELLIOTT: We prepared the interrogatory 14 Q. Okay. Allright. Handing you another invitation,
15 answers -- 15 if you could please take a look and let me know what that
16 MR. MCADOO: Right. 16 is.
17 MR. ELLIOTT: -- and | think we confirmed 17 A. Thisis aninvitation to a redistricting
18 through Henderson that just the one meeting happened, even 18 discussion for Councilwoman Hill that occurred on Tuesday,
19 though there were two. 19 January 18th, 2022.
20 MR. MCADOO: Okay. And I'm going to still 20 Q. Did you author this invitation?
21 ask the question, but | appreciate it. 21 A. Yes.
22 THE WITNESS: It's not uncommon to schedule a 22 MR. MCADOO: Can we please mark this as
23 meeting with a council person or another senior 23 Exhibit K?
24 administration official and then have to reschedule it due 24 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
25 to ascheduling conflict. 1 only recall meeting with him 25 Number K.)
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Page 61 Page 63
1 BY MR. MCADOO: 1 informational meeting.
2 Q. Didthe meeting described in Exhibit K take place 2 Q. Did Councilwoman Hill give you any feedback on the
3 between you and Councilwoman Hill? 3 map related to District 2?
4 A. | believe it did, yes. Yes, it did. 4 A. I remember she asked questions. | don't remember
5 Q. And did anyone else attend the meeting between you 5 any directions or prescriptions from her.
6 and Councilwoman Hill on January 18th, 20227 6 Q. Anyfeedback?
7 A. No. 7 A. Notthatlrecall.
8 Q. Why justthe two of you? 8 Q. Were any changes made to the map as a result of
9 A. Nooneelsewas needed. | was merely showing her 9 the meeting on January 18th, 20227
10 her new proposed district boundaries for District 2. 10 A. Notthat I recall.
11 Q. Andis that the map that was shown to the 11 Q. I'm going to show you another invitation. Take a
12 Redistricting Committee on December 9th, 20217 12 look at that and then tell me what it is when you're done.
13 A. Yes, it would have been the same one. 13 A. This is an invitation to a redistricting
14 Q. Did you discuss anything about the changes? Did 14 discussion for Councilwoman Coonrod that occurred on
15 you describe the changes to her to her -- to her new 15 Thursday, February 3rd, 2022.
16 District 2? 16 Q. Did you author this e-mail?
17 A. I'mcertain | did. 17 A. ldid.
18 Q. Did she have any responses? 18 MR. MCADOO: Can we please mark this Exhibit
19 A. I'm sure she did. She always has responses. She 19 L?
20 would have asked questions to learn more about the 20 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
21 details. She's very detail oriented, so she likes to 21 Number L.)
22 understand every facet of everything, so she probably 22 BY MR. MCADOQO:
23 would have had more questions than the others. 23 Q. Do you recall if this meeting took place?
24 Q. Did you take notes of this meeting? 24 A. Itdid.
25 A. | didn't. 25 Q. Okay. What was the purpose of this meeting?
Page 62 Page 64
1 Q. Didyou see Councilwoman Hill take notes of this 1 A. This was my first meeting with
2 meeting? 2 Councilwoman Coonrod about redistricting and | provided
3 A | did not. 3 her the new proposed map for her new district lines.
4 Q. Didyou discuss anything else regarding 4 Q. And by the new proposed map, you are referring to
5 redistricting at the meeting with Councilwoman Hill on 5 the map that was shown to the Redistricting Committee on
6 January 18th, other than the map? 6 December 9th, 20217
7 A. No. 7 A. Yes.
8 Q. Didyou -- 8 Q. Had any changes been made to that map in between
9 A. I'msorry, other than the state and federal 9 the December meeting and this meeting?
10 guidelines and the best practices that we followed, there 10 A. No, ldon't think so.
11 was nothing else to discuss. 11 Q. Was this meeting publicly noticed?
12 Q. Soyou went over those with her just as you had 12 A. No.
13 done with the Redistricting Committee? 13 Q. Were any members of the public in attendance?
14 A. Of course | did because | did with everyone. 14 A. No.
15 Q. And one thing that -- | apologize for the 15 Q. Were minutes kept?
16 repetitiveness. | may ask a lot of the same questions, so 16 A. No.
17 I'm not trying to -- | just wanted to make sure. 17 Q. Did you take any notes?
18 Why was it important to you to provide 18 A. No.
19 Councilwoman Hill with the information you provided in the 19 Q. Didyou observe Councilwoman Coonrod taking any
20 January 18th, 2022, meeting? 20 notes?
21 A. Sothe Councilwoman would know her district lines 21 A. No.
22 that she would be responsible for representing. 22 Q. Why was itimportant information to provide to
23 Q. Why wasn't this discussion held in a properly 23 Councilwoman Coonrod?
24 noticed public meeting? 24 A. Sothat she would have the knowledge of what her
25 A. ldidn't feel aneed. It was a one-way 25 new district lines would be that she would responsible for
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Page 67

1 running in and representing. 1 Q. Soyou made changes to the map based upon feedback
2 Q. Whatdid you hope that Councilwoman Coonrod would 2 that Councilwoman Coonrod provided to you in February,
3 do with the information you provided in this meeting? 3 2022, in an individual meeting?
4 A. ldidn't have any hopes or expectations for any 4 A. Yes,|believeso
5 action on her part, merely just wanted to inform her. 5 Q. So Mill Town and Highland Park, what districts
6 Q. Did you convey the content of the December 9th, 6 were they coming from?
7 2021, meeting to her during this meeting? 7 A. They were already split between 8 and 9, so some
8 A. To the extent that | told her the guidelines we 8 of what was in District 8 at the time moved to District 9.
9 were working within the state and federal regulations, 9 Q. Andwho's the council person at the time for
10 yes, | did. 10 District 8?
11 Q. Did you tell Councilwoman Coonrod any of the 11 A. Atthetime, District 8 did not have a council
12 questions or feedback that you received in prior 12 person. It was vacant.
13 individual meetings with council members? 13 Q. When was that vacancy filled?
14 A. No. 14 A. | believe in March, the next month. Late March,
15 Q. Did Councilwoman Coonrod have questions for you? 15 maybe.
16 A. I'm certain she did. 1 don't remember any 16 Q. Yeah. And who filled that role?
17 specific ones, but I'm certain she had questions. She 17 A. Councilwoman Marvene Noel. She was appointed by
18 always does. 18 the City Council in March.
19 Q. Did you describe -- scratch that. 19 Q. Okay. Thank you. Let's go ahead and let's do 23.
20 Did Councilwoman Coonrod give you any feedback or 20 Another invitation for you to look at. Let me
21 instructions in the meeting on February 3rd, 20227 21 know what that is when you get a chance.
22 A. I don't think she asked me to do anything in this 22 A. Thisis aninvitation to a redistricting
23 meeting. 23 discussion with Councilwoman Coonrod on Thursday,
24 Q. Did she ask you to do something in any future 24 February 10, 2022.
25 individual meetings? 25 Q. And did you author this invitation?
Page 66 Page 68
1 A Yes. 1 A | did.
2 Q. What did she ask you to do? 2 MR. MCADOQO: Could we please mark this as
3 A. Sheindicated her desire to me to have both the 3 Exhibit M?
4 entirety of the Mill Town development as well as the 4 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
5 entirety of the Highland Park neighborhood in her 5 Number M.)
6 district. 6 BY MR. MCADOO:
7 Q. Andwhen did she tell you that? 7 Q. Do you recall if this meeting took place?
8 A. Sometime in February, 2022. There were three 8 A. | do and it did.
9 meetings in three weeks. | can't say with any certainty 9 Q. Isitpossible that this is the meeting that
10 which one of those three meetings it was. 10 Councilwoman Coonrod gave you feedback regarding Mill Town
11 Q. Could you repeat the instructions or the feedback 11 and Highland Park and her desire to have those in her
12 she gave you? 12 district?
13 A. Sheindicated her desire to have both the entirety 13 A. If I had to say which one of the three meetings, |
14 of the Mill Town neighborhood as well as the Highland Park 14 believe this would have been the most likely. That could
15 neighborhood in her district. 15 have occurred in the first meeting, but | think it was the
16 Q. And District 9? 16 second one where she requested that.
17 A.  Yes. 17 Q. Did she provide you any other feedback regarding
18 Q. If | remember that correctly. 18 the maps you showed her in February of 20227 And by
19 And that occurred at some -- at one of your 19 February, right now, | want to specify early February,
20 meetings with Councilwoman Coonrod in February of 20227 20 2022.
21 A. Yes. 21 MR. ELLIOTT: Are you talking about these two
22 Q. Whatdid you do with that feedback? 22 meetings?
23 A. llooked at the map to see if that was possible. 23 MR. MCADOQO: Yes, these two meetings.
24 Much of it had already been done, and | believe | made 24 Another good clarification, thank you.
25 sure that both of her wishes were met in the new map. 25 THE WITNESS: Can you repeat the question?
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Page 69 Page 71
1 BY MR. MCADOO: 1 A Yes.
2 Q. Yeah. Soyou indicated earlier that in February, 2 MR. MCADOO: Okay. Can we please mark this
3 2022, Councilwoman Coonrod gave you feedback on District 9 3 as Exhibit N?
4 and requested -- asked you to change the map so that Mill 4 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
5 Town and Highland Park were in District 9 -- 5 Number N.)
6 A. Yes. 6 BY MR. MCADOO:
7 Q. --isthatcorrect? 7 Q. Allright. Could you tell me, do you recall who
8 Did she provide you any other feedback regarding 8 attended the meeting on February 15th, 2022, that was
9 the Redistricting Committee map at the time? 9 labeled, "Redistricting Information Session (Final)?"
10 A.  Yes. 10 A. Yes. Myself, Councilwoman Berz, Councilwoman
11 Q. Whatdid she ask? 11 Dotley, Councilman Hester, Andrew Sevigny, and Tim
12 A. She also expressed the desire to have a grocery 12 Moreland. | do not recall if Ken Smith actually was in
13 store that she was instrumental in opening in her 13 attendance. | believe Joda Thongnopua, chief of staff,
14 district, it was on Glass Street, and this necessitated a 14 was there to say hello to the council people. I don't
15 one block change in the line that didn't move any 15 think he participated in any discussion or presentation.
16 residents. It was merely a commercial block, so it made 16 It's not uncommon for the chief of staff to greet a
17 no difference in the residential numbers of any district, 17 council member when they're in the building.
18 so | complied with that. 18 Q. Okay. Why did you label this an information
19 Q. Okay. So you did implement her feedback? 19 session?
20 A. Yeah. 20 A. Because we were briefing them on where we were
21 Q. Any other feedback that you received? 21 with the maps and there was to be no deliberation. |
22 A. Notthat I recall. 22 wanted to make that clear.
23 Q. Do you recall if this -- and this is just kind of 23 Q. Andthese were maps that you developed based on
24 confirming these changes that were requested by 24 feedback you received from council members either in
25 Councilwoman Coonrod in early February, 2022, the meetings 25 individual meetings or at prior Redistricting Committee
Page 70 Page 72
1 we've been discussing. Were those implemented prior to 1 meetings?
2 the February 15th, 2022, Redistricting Committee meeting? 2 A. Inpart, it was based on feedback from council
3 If you don't recall right now, let me -- 3 members, but it was mostly based on the demographic data
4 A. ldon't. Thetimeline's really tight then. I'm 4 and population shifts.
5 not sure. 5 Q. Why did you label this final?
6 Q. Do you recall a meeting taking place on February 6 A. Because at this point we had done all the work at
7 15th, 2022, of the Redistricting Committee? This is the 7 the time that we thought needed to be done and we were
8 invite. We'll just do the invite. 8 ready to hand the map over to City Council to debate in a
9 A. ldon'trecall that off the top of my head. 9 public meeting and make changes however they saw fit.
10 Q. Sothat's 24. 10 Q. Let's--
11 MR. ELLIOTT: Be on page 8 of the 11 A. Butwe had met the guidelines from the federal
12 interrogatories. 12 court Order and the state and everything was compliant on
13 MR. MCADOO: Clearly, you're a more 13 our end, so we were showing it to them. This is it.
14 proficient page flipper than | am. 14 Q. Fairto say you thought it was ready --
15 MR. ELLIOTT: Yeah. 15 A. Wethought it was ready.
16 BY MR. MCADOO: 16 Q. --for the Redistricting Committee?
17 Q. Take alook at the e-mail invitation. 17 So you had a series of meetings between December
18 A. Okay. 18 9th, 2021, and February 15th, 2022, with individual
19 Q. Would you take a look at it and tell me what it 19 members of the City Council, correct?
20 is? 20 A. Yes.
21 A. It's labeled, "Redistricting Information Session 21 Q.  Why did you not meet individually with either
22 Final for Tuesday, February 15th, 2022." 22 Councilpeople Dotley, Dr. Berz, or Hester?
23 Q. Did you author this invitation? 23 A. Ibelieve | had phone conversations with each of
24 A. | did. 24 them. They had the fewest changes to their districts. In
25 Q. Did this meeting take place? 25 fact, Councilwoman Dotley had nearly none because of the

Elite-Brentwood Reporting Services * (615)595-0073

69..72

WM. el i tereportingservices.com


http://www.elitereportingservices.com
lweeks
Inserted Text
"


Page 73

Page 75

1 way her district sits on the border of Georgia mostly. | 1 December 9th and February 15th.
2 believe the only change to hers was one street moved over 2 Q. Okay. Did you keep notes of these phone calls?
3 ablock downtown just to fit the racial demographics that 3 A. No.
4 we needed. 4 Q. Andyou said -- any other phone calls with council
5 Q. Sodo you recall when these phone calls with 5 members between December 9th and February 15th? December
6 Councilpeople Hester, Berz, and Dotley occurred? 6 9th, 2021, and February 15th, 2022, would have been
7 A. In early '22. It would have been around the same 7 scheduling only; is that right?
8 time these meetings occurred. 8 A. Ibelieve so,yes.
9 Q. SoJanuary or February, 20227 9 Q. Youdon't recall any substantive discussion --
10 A. Yes, | believe that's right. 10 A. ldon'trecall any substantive district
11 Q. Were the phone calls that you had with these three 11 discussions with Council --
12 members with them individually or collectively? 12 MR. ELLIOTT: As to redistricting?
13 A. Individual. 13 Because --
14 Q. And you recall having at least one phone call with 14 MR. MCADOQO: As to redistricting, yes.
15 each of them? 15 THE WITNESS: | talk to them every week
16 A. Yes. And for -- also, for the three of them, they 16 about, here, we have this agenda, whatever, but no.
17 would have -- they were all in the Redistricting 17 BY MR. MCADOO:
18 Committee, so they would have received the presentation 18 Q. Butnot on redistricting?
19 that we gave to them in the committee meetings. They were 19 A. No.
20 all three present at the committee meetings. 20 Q. Take alook at this document and tell me what it
21 Q. Did you make any changes to the maps, the map that 21 is, if you know.
22 you were about to present on February 15th from December 22 A. Thisis apresentation titled, "Redistricting
23 9th? So let me start over. 23 2/15/22."
24 You got a map on December 9th, sounds like changes 24 Q. Do you recognize this document?
25 were made on that map. Were any changes made on that map 25 A. ldo.
Page 74 Page 76
1 based upon your individual phone calls with Councilpeople 1 Q. Isthis a presentation that you -- or what is it?
2 Hester, Berz, or Dotley? 2 | know what it's titled, but what is it?
3 A. No, ldon't believe so. 3 A. It's apresentation prepared for the third
4 Q. Did you have phone calls with any other council 4 redistricting education session for the Redistricting
5 members during this period related to redistricting? 5 Committee --
6 A. It's certainly possible. I'm certain | had them 6 Q. Okay.
7 to set up these meetings. | wouldn't have just sent 7 A. --to present them with information.
8 calendar invitations and hoped they would have been 8 Q. Who prepared this?
9 available on those times. I don't think | discussed much 9 A. Andrew Sevigny.
10 substantial about what was changing in the districts with 10 Q. Okay. And did you approve it prior to the
11 the other council members. They had more changes to their 11 meeting?
12 districts, so it was probably better to show them on a 12 A. I did.
13 map. 13 MR. MCADOO: Could we please mark this as
14 Q. Butyou did not show them individually? By them, 14 Exhibit O?
15 | mean Councilpeople Hester, Berz, and Dotley, did not 15 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
16 show them maps between December 9th, 2021, and February 16 Number O.)
17 15th, 2022? Not including those. 17 BY MR. MCADOQO:
18 A. Notincluding the meeting on February 9th -- 18 Q. Letme know when you're done. Ready?
19 Q. Yes. 19 A. I'mready. Sorry, | thought you were talking to
20 A. --thatthey attended. 20 her.
21 Q. Sorry, February 9th? 21 Q. No, no.
22 A. December 9th. 22 All right. We talked about who was there already.
23 Q. Okay. 23 Why was this meeting held?
24 A. They all three attended the meeting on December 24 A. To present the information in this slide deck
25 9th. Idon't believe | showed them a map between 25 which included demographic numbers for the proposed
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1 way her district sits on the border of Georgia mostly. | 1 December 9th and February 15th.
2 believe the only change to hers was one street moved over 2 Q. Okay. Did you keep notes of these phone calls?
3 ablock downtown just to fit the racial demographics that 3 A. No.
4 we needed. 4 Q. Andyou said -- any other phone calls with council
5 Q. Sodo you recall when these phone calls with 5 members between December 9th and February 15th? December
6 Councilpeople Hester, Berz, and Dotley occurred? 6 9th, 2021, and February 15th, 2022, would have been
7 A. In early '22. It would have been around the same 7 scheduling only; is that right?
8 time these meetings occurred. 8 A. Ibelieve so,yes.
9 Q. SoJanuary or February, 20227 9 Q. Youdon't recall any substantive discussion --
10 A. Yes, | believe that's right. 10 A. ldon'trecall any substantive district
11 Q. Were the phone calls that you had with these three 11 discussions with Council --
12 members with them individually or collectively? 12 MR. ELLIOTT: As to redistricting?
13 A. Individual. 13 Because --
14 Q. And you recall having at least one phone call with 14 MR. MCADOQO: As to redistricting, yes.
15 each of them? 15 THE WITNESS: | talk to them every week
16 A. Yes. And for -- also, for the three of them, they 16 about, here, we have this agenda, whatever, but no.
17 would have -- they were all in the Redistricting 17 BY MR. MCADOO:
18 Committee, so they would have received the presentation 18 Q. Butnot on redistricting?
19 that we gave to them in the committee meetings. They were 19 A. No.
20 all three present at the committee meetings. 20 Q. Take alook at this document and tell me what it
21 Q. Did you make any changes to the maps, the map that 21 is, if you know.
22 you were about to present on February 15th from December 22 A. Thisis apresentation titled, "Redistricting
23 9th? So let me start over. 23 2/15/22."
24 You got a map on December 9th, sounds like changes 24 Q. Do you recognize this document?
25 were made on that map. Were any changes made on that map 25 A. ldo.
Page 74 Page 76
1 based upon your individual phone calls with Councilpeople 1 Q. Isthis a presentation that you -- or what is it?
2 Hester, Berz, or Dotley? 2 | know what it's titled, but what is it?
3 A. No, ldon't believe so. 3 A. It's apresentation prepared for the third
4 Q. Did you have phone calls with any other council 4 redistricting education session for the Redistricting
5 members during this period related to redistricting? 5 Committee --
6 A. It's certainly possible. I'm certain | had them 6 Q. Okay.
7 to set up these meetings. | wouldn't have just sent 7 A. --to present them with information.
8 calendar invitations and hoped they would have been 8 Q. Who prepared this?
9 available on those times. I don't think | discussed much 9 A. Andrew Sevigny.
10 substantial about what was changing in the districts with 10 Q. Okay. And did you approve it prior to the
11 the other council members. They had more changes to their 11 meeting?
12 districts, so it was probably better to show them on a 12 A. I did.
13 map. 13 MR. MCADOO: Could we please mark this as
14 Q. Butyou did not show them individually? By them, 14 Exhibit O?
15 | mean Councilpeople Hester, Berz, and Dotley, did not 15 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
16 show them maps between December 9th, 2021, and February 16 Number O.)
17 15th, 2022? Not including those. 17 BY MR. MCADOQO:
18 A. Notincluding the meeting on February 9th -- 18 Q. Letme know when you're done. Ready?
19 Q. Yes. 19 A. I'mready. Sorry, | thought you were talking to
20 A. --thatthey attended. 20 her.
21 Q. Sorry, February 9th? 21 Q. No, no.
22 A. December 9th. 22 All right. We talked about who was there already.
23 Q. Okay. 23 Why was this meeting held?
24 A. They all three attended the meeting on December 24 A. To present the information in this slide deck
25 9th. Idon't believe | showed them a map between 25 which included demographic numbers for the proposed
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1 districts. 1 numbers?
2 Q. This presentation was given at this February 15th, 2 A. No. It was based on complying with geographic
3 2022, meeting? 3 boundaries and Highway 27.
4 A. Yes, it was. 4 Q. Okay. Thank you for clarifying that.
5 Q. Was this February 15th, 2022, meeting publicly 5 Let's look at the second main bullet point. Says:
6 noticed? 6 District 5 continues all the way to the river and now
7 A. No. 7 contains all of Highway 58, and the sub bullet says that
8 Q. Wasitopen to the public? 8 District 5 also shifts into the Austin Farm neighborhood.
9 A. No. 9 Why was this change made?
10 Q. Were minutes kept? 10 A. District 3 had grown at a faster rate than most of
11 A. No. 11 the districts and had to lose a significant chunk of
12 Q. Did you take notes? 12 the -- the chunk that made sense was the only part of
13 A. No. 13 District 3 that was on the south side of the Tennessee
14 Q. Did you instruct anyone to take notes? 14 River, everything else was north of the river, and it also
15 A. No. 15 made sense because District 5 needed to grow more than
16 Q. Didyou observe anyone taking notes? 16 most of the districts.
17 A. No. 17 Q. Remind me who the council person is for
18 Q. Let's goto page 6 of the document that's 18 District 3.
19 entitled, "Current Changes." 19 A. Ken Smith.
20 A. Already here. 20 Q. Did Councilperson Smith approve of this change?
21 Q. Ilwantto talk about each of these. 21 A. Well, he voted for the map.
22 A. Okay. 22 Q. Atthis point had he told you in an individual
23 Q. Sothe first bullet point on page 6 of Exhibit O 23 meeting that he was okay with this change?
24 says: Districts 1, 2, and 3 shifted together in a 24 A. Hedid not and | didn't ask him if he was okay
25 clockwise direction, and then specifies that Pine Hill and 25 with it.
Page 78 Page 80
1 Northmont Estates moved to District 1? 1 Q. Andwho is District 5?
2 A. Uh-huh. 2 A. Isiah Hester.
3 Q. Neighborhoods north of -- is that Ely? 3 Q. Councilperson Hester, did you receive any feedback
4 A. Ely. 4 from him regarding these changes?
5 Q. -- Ely Road moving to District 3, and Hill City 5 A. Justthat he understood them. He didn't make any
6 and Pinnacle building moving to District 2; is that 6 requests that | remember. And this Austin Farm
7 correct? 7 neighborhood is very small. I don't think it was a
8 A. That's my recollection, yes, those are changes 8 material change. |believe it was just to even up the
9 that occurred. 9 numbers between him and the other districts. District 5
10 Q. Why were these changes made to the map? 10 really just became more contiguous and got up to the
11 A. Theway they're listed is actually, | believe, in 11 population number it needed to be.
12 the reverse order of the necessity of the changes. 12 Q. Did you have any individual -- remind me, did you
13 They're listed numerically starting with 1, but | believe 13 have any individual meetings with Councilperson Hester?
14 that the Hill City change necessitated these others. And 14 MR. ELLIOTT: Form; asked and answered.
15 the Hill City change was to use the geographic and major 15 THE WITNESS: |don't believe | had any
16 arterial roadway boundaries of the ridge and Highway 27 to 16 individual meetings with Councilman Hester.
17 draw the line between 1 and 2, and that would have 17 BY MR. MCADOQO:
18 necessitated some changes mostly to make the districts 18 Q. Did you have an individual phone call with
19 compact and more contiguous in 2 --in 1 and 3. 19 Councilman Hester?
20 Q. Were any of these changes made based upon feedback 20 MR. ELLIOTT: Asked and answered.
21 you received from council members at individual meetings 21 THE WITNESS: I'm certain | did for the
22 between December 9th, 2021, and the meeting on February 22 purpose of letting him know about the Redistricting
23 15th, 20227 23 Committee meetings that he was a part of.
24 A. No, ldon't believe so. No, not these. 24 BY MR. MCADOO:
25 Q. Okay. So thisis purely based upon the census 25 Q. But nothing substantive?
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1 A. Gaylan Heights -- 1 as you want me to stay.
2 Q. Gaylan Heights. 2 Q. Ildo. Okay. Let's goto page 8 of Exhibit O. Is
3 A. --and North Tower Forest. 3 this -- this is -- is this the copy of the map that was
4 Q. And then the sub point says: Now includes all of 4 current as of February 15th, 2022, the currently proposed
5 Highland Park. 5 map on redistricting?
6 Why was this change made? 6 A. Yes,this was the proposed map as of February 15,
7 A. Councilwoman Coonrod requested to have all of 7 2022.
8 Highland Park. I don't remember her making a request 8 Q. Okay. Isthis a map that you could zoom in on?
9 about Gaylan Heights and North Tower Forest, so my 9 A. Yes.
10 presumption is that that was based on needed population 10 Q. Didyou do thatin the February 15th, 2022,
11 shifts based on the numbers. 11 meeting?
12 Q. Could you remind me whose districts these were 12 A.  Yes.
13 coming from? 13 Q. Why was it important to share the information on
14 A. Noone's district because they came from District 14 this presentation, including the changes to the map, with
15 8, which did not have a council person at that time. 15 the members of the Redistricting Committee?
16 Q. And, yeah, that was where | was going to direct 16 A. Because we believe this was our final proposed map
17 myself, so thank you. 17 that met all the requirements from the state and federal
18 In your discussion -- in your meetings with 18 regulations, as well as the best practices from the
19 Councilwoman Coonrod in early February of 2022, did you 19 Tennessee comptroller.
20 discuss the racial requirement in Judge Edgar's Order 20 Q. What was your expectation regarding what the
21 related to District 9? 21 members of the Redistricting Committee would do with the
22 A. Yes. 22 information provided at the February 15th, 2022, meeting?
23 Q. Didyou have that -- did you discuss the 23 A. lhad no expectation of a specific outcome. |
24 Judge Edgar Order with Councilperson Henderson in your 24 mean, we expected they would discuss it in an open meeting
25 individual meeting with him? 25 and make any changes based off it.
Page 90 Page 92
1 A Yes. 1 Q. Wasityour expectation that they would take this
2 Q. Anddid you discuss those with Councilman Berz at 2 map and present it in a public meeting?
3 some point? 3 A, Yeah.
4 A. Yes. 4 Q. I'mhanding you another invitation. Could you
5 Q. Andwhen? 5 tell me what this is.
6 A. I don't recall, but | recall that was a standard 6 A. Thisis an invitation to aredistricting
7 part of the requirements that | informed every council 7 discussion with Councilwoman Coonrod on Thursday,
8 member of. 8 February 17, 2022.
9 Q. Allright. Thank you. What was Coonrod's 9 Q. Did you author this invitation?
10 reaction to the discussion regarding the racial 10 A. Yes, I did.
11 requirements for District 97 11 MR. MCADOO: Could we please mark that as
12 A. ldon'trecall any specific reaction to that. 12 Exhibit P?
13 It's -- I mean, that court Order created our current form 13 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
14 of government. Everyone was aware of it. | just was 14 Number P.)
15 reminding them of the requirements from it. 15 BY MR. MCADOO:
16 Q. Personally, because | can't see the clock that is 16 Q. Could you tell me if this meeting took place?
17 working, if at some point you would have a preference to 17 A, ltdid.
18 stopping to have lunch, please let me know. I'll probably 18 Q. What did you and Councilwoman Coonrod discuss at
19 keep going either until I'm hungry or someone else speaks 19 this meeting?
20 up, so. 20 A. Ibelieve this was my third and final individual
21 A. Iwould like to go as long as possible because | 21 meeting with Councilwoman Coonrod, and | presented to her
22 have more things to do. 22 the final proposed draft of her district that encompassed
23 Q. Yeah. For better or for worse, we're probably 23 some of her earlier requests.
24 going to go past and resume after lunch. 24 Q. Were there any changes to the proposed map between
25 A. ldon't normally take lunch, so I'll stay as long 25 your prior meeting with Councilwoman Coonrod and this
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1 meeting? 1 A. Idid not, and it was a virtual meeting.
2 A.  Yes. 2 Q. Itwas avirtual meeting. Got it.
3 Q. What were those changes? 3 A. Ibelieve both the second and third Coonrod
4 A. Putting the entirety of Highland Park in her 4 meetings were virtual. | can't say for certain about the
5 district. 5 second, but | believe both of those were virtual, while
6 Q. The changes that she requested? 6 the first was in person.
7 A. Yes. 7 Q. Sam's going to -- Mr. Elliott will correct me if
8 Q. Any other changes that occurred, prior to the 8 I've already done this and he'll say asked and answered.
9 February 17th meeting, to her district that she was 9 Let me go to the February 15th, 2022, meeting. Was it
10 unaware of before? 10 publicly noticed? And this is the Redistricting Committee
11 A. Ithink we also complied with her request to move 11 meeting.
12 that grocery store, which didn't result in any population 12 MR. ELLIOTT: You mean February 15th?
13 shift, but merely a business moving into her district. 13 MR. MCADOO: Yes.
14 Q. Did you provide -- did Councilwoman Coonrod 14 MR. ELLIOTT: I'm sorry, | thought you said
15 provide you any feedback on these changes at the February 15 February 22.
16 17th, 2022, meeting? 16 MR. MCADOO: February 15th, 2022.
17 A. Notthat | recall. 17 THE WITNESS: No, it wasn't.
18 Q. Were there any instructions from this meeting? 18 BY MR. MCADOO:
19 A. No. 19 Q. Were minutes kept of that meeting?
20 Q. Inafuture meeting? 20 A. No.
21 A. Notin afuture meeting, only what I've already 21 Q. Were any members of the public in attendance?
22 said about her request about Highland Park, Mill Town, and 22 A. No.
23 the grocery store. 23 Q. Why wasn't it publicly noticed?
24 Q. Let me go back just to -- just to revisit one 24 A. It didn't need to be.
25 thing | forgot to ask you about for February 15th, 2022. 25 Q. Are meetings of other committees of the City
Page 94 Page 96
1 Did you receive any instructions from the Redistricting 1 Council usually open to public?
2 Committee at the February 15th, 2022, meeting? 2 A Yes.
3 A No. 3 Q. Why was this one different?
4 Q. Anyfeedback? 4 A. Therewas no deliberations, no actions taken, no
5 A. No. 5 action was needed. It wasn't a full meeting of the
6 Q. Did they request any changes to the map in that 6 committee. If you'll look at the titles of the meetings,
7 meeting? 7 they were briefings and updates and information flowed one
8 A. No. 8 way from the executive branch to the legislative branch.
9 Q. Did they ask questions? 9 Q. Based upon feedback that -- instructions that were
10 A. Yes. 10 given by the legislative branch, correct?
11 Q. Do you recall any of the questions that were 11 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.
12 asked? 12 THE WITNESS: Which meeting are you asking
13 A. Canyou zoom in so | can see my district. 13 about?
14 Q. Anything else? 14 BY MR. MCADOO:
15 A. No. 15 Q. December 9th, 2021, meeting. | believe you told
16 Q. For the February 17th meeting with Councilwoman 16 us that you received instructions to make the districts
17 Coonrod, was there a public notice of this meeting? 17 comply with state law and federal law.
18 A. No. 18 A. Yes, the December 9th meeting is where we
19 Q. Were any members of the public in attendance? 19 presented the original of the first draft of the proposed
20 A. No. 20 map based on state and federal regulations.
21 Q. Were any minutes kept? 21 Q. And then you developed a new map based on the
22 A. No. 22 instructions from the Redistricting Committee, correct?
23 Q. Were notes taken? 23 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to form.
24 A. 1didn't take any notes. 24 THE WITNESS: There were no instructions from
25 Q. Didyou observe her taking any notes? 25 the Redistricting Committee.
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1 BY MR. MCADOO: 1 Q. Is page 6 of this exhibit the same as page 6 of
2 Q. Then what were the changes based upon? 2 the -- of Exhibit O?
3 A. Finetuning geographic boundaries, fine tuning 3 A No, it's not the same.
4 numbers, giving the numbers to the districts closer to the 4 Q. What are the differences between the two?
5 same so there wouldn't be a differential from the biggest 5 A. There's alittle more description under Districts
6 to the smallest; in addition, Councilwoman Coonrod's 6 1,2, and 3 shifted together, and there's a little less
7 requests about Highland Park, the grocery store, and Mill 7 description on the District 9 notes. But the meaning is
8 Town. 8 virtually the same on these, | guess just worded a little
9 Q. Isn'tthe changes -- are the changes based upon 9 differently.
10 population ones that were to comply with state law, which 10 Q. Were there any changes made to the proposed map
11 is what the Redistricting Committee asked the staff to do? 11 that was shown to the Redistricting Committee on February
12 A. They asked us to comply with state and federal 12 15th, 2022, and the one shown in the properly noticed --
13 law. They didn't specifically ask us to comply with that 13 orin a public meeting of the City Council on March 1st,
14 specific rule, but their instruction was all encompassing, 14 202272
15 including this rule. 15 MR. ELLIOTT: Obiject to form. There were
16 Q. Okay. Thank you. 16 three public meetings on the 1st of March notice. But
17 A. And Ishould restate, Councilwoman Berz, that was 17 you're talking -- you're referring to the one where that
18 her instruction. The committee collectively did not make 18 was shown?
19 an instruction to us. 19 MR. MCADOQOO: Yes.
20 Q. Inwhat role did she give you that instruction? 20 MR. ELLIOTT: And you probably was right.
21 A. Aschair of the Redistricting Committee as 21 THE WITNESS: |don't believe any changes
22 appointed by council members. 22 were made between those two dates.
23 Q. I'mgoing to hand you what looks like another 23 BY MR. MCADQO:
24 Google Sheets presentation labeled, "City of Chattanooga 24 Q. Why was the March 1st, 2022, meeting of the City
25 Redistricting." Please take a look at that. 25 Council the first time the whole Council was shown this
Page 98 Page 100
1 A. (Witness reviews document.) Okay. 1 map?
2 Q. How are you familiar -- are you familiar with this 2 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form. March 1st.
3 document? 3 MR. MCADOO: What did | say?
4 A. Yes. 4 MR. ELLIOTT: May 1st.
5 Q. How are you familiar with it? 5 MR. MCADOQO: | said May 1st?
6 A. This was a presentation created by Andrew Sevigny, 6 MR. ELLIOTT: March 21st, | thought.
7 who reported to me. 7 MR. MCADOO: March 1st, 2022.
8 Q. Didyou approve of this presentation? 8 THE WITNESS: Can you restate the question?
9 A. Yes. 9 BY MR. MCADOQO:
10 Q. Was this presentation given at the -- at a public 10 Q. Why was the map on page 8 of Exhibit Q first shown
11 meeting of the City Council on February 1st, 2022? 11 to the City Council on March 1st, 2022?
12 MR. ELLIOTT: March 1st. 12 A. Ibelieve this was the first meeting of the -- the
13 MR. MCADOO: Thank you. 13 first official meeting of the Council Redistricting
14 BY MR. MCADOO: 14 Committee.
15 Q. March 1st, 2022. 15 Q. Can you remind me which type of City Council
16 A. Yes, | believe so. 16 meeting this was presented at?
17 Q. Okay. Would you look at page 6 of Exhibit -- 17 A. Ithink it was presented at agenda session. We
18 MR. MCADOO: Sorry, could we please mark this 18 had a strategic planning meeting that day. It could have
19 as Exhibit Q? 19 been either one of those. | know it wasn't at the 6:00
20 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit 20 because we don't do presentations like that at the 6:00
21 Number Q.) 21 meeting.
22 THE WITNESS: Did you say page 6? 22 Q. Whatis an agenda session?
23 BY MR. MCADOO: 23 A. The agenda session takes place in the Council
24 Q. Yes,sir. 24 assembly room just like the full Council meeting, it's
25 A. Okay. 25 typically held every Tuesday, and it is an opportunity for
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1 the Council to discuss, in a public forum, all of the 1 here's the map.
2 agendaitems for that night and the following week. The 2 Q. So, at this point, everyone had seen the map
3 agenda session immediately spills into whatever committee 3 either in a Redistricting Committee meeting or in an
4 meetings are scheduled for that day. 4 individual meeting?
5 Q. So the City Council goes from being together for 5 A. Yes.
6 an agenda session to being in committees? 6 Q. Andis that -- the individual meeting, is that the
7 A. Yes. 7 one-on-one quality time you were referring to?
8 Q. And what's the strategic session? 8 A. Yes.
9 A. The strategic planning session, it's not held 9 Q. Soalsoon March 1st, you said: Councilwoman, the
10 every week, but when it is, it's held at 1:30 or 2, 10 lines reflect hours and hours, really hundreds and
11 earlier in the day before any of these meetings. It's 11 hundreds of hours of staff time spent with the nine and
12 also a public meeting. It's held in the conference room, 12 now eight of you. We can change lines however you want.
13 typically in the conference room of the City Council, and 13 | want to stress this is a proposal based on your input.
14 that is more for planning. For example, the chair of the 14 Do you recall making that statement?
15 Council runs that meeting and will announce things like, 15 A. Yes.
16 okay, so we're going to hear about the Police Advisory 16 Q. And that last sentence: | want to stress that
17 Review Committee's annual report on this day. 17 this is a proposal based on your input.
18 It's largely to schedule future presentations 18 When did that input take place?
19 and agendaitems, and it's also an opportunity for council 19 A. The meeting with Councilwoman Coonrod.
20 members to announce, | am working on legislation X and 20 Q. Just with Councilwoman Coonrod?
21 request that it be added to a committee meeting for public 21 A. ldon'trecall any other requests of any other
22 safety or public works or whatever. 22 council person, so, yes, it would have been about
23 Q. Soitsounds like it would probably be the agenda 23 Councilwoman Coonrod. | remember her making more
24 session, based on your description of the different 24 requests, or at least the only real requests.
25 meetings, that your presentation on March 1st, 2022, took 25 Q. Which is the Highland Park request and the grocery
Page 102 Page 104
1 place? 1 store, primarily?
2 A. |believeit was the agenda session because | 2 A. And Mill Town, yes.
3 recollect we were in the larger room with the larger 3 Q. AndMill Town. Thank you.
4 screen, so | believe it was the 3:30 agenda session. 4 All right. So here's another -- so here's another
5 Q. Okay. Thank you. 5 statement I'm going to quote from the March 1st agenda
6 Do you recall saying at the March 1st, 2022, 6 session: | think | spent a lot of time with each of you
7 agenda session, and I'm going to quote: As you know, 7 making the changes that you wanted to your districts.
8 we've been working on this now for about six months -- 8 Do you recall making that statement?
9 referring to redistricting -- back to quoting -- and | 9 A. Iprobably said that, yeah. Ifit's in there, |
10 really appreciate all of the one-on-one quality time I've 10 said it.
11 gotten to spend with all of you. | think that you are 11 Q. Soyou've said that you made changes based upon
12 going to see today we are offering no surprises. It will 12 input from Councilwoman Coonrod. This statement seems to
13 be what everyone is expecting. 13 suggest that you made other changes based upon feedback
14 Do you recall making that statement? 14 from other members of the City Council?
15 A. That sounds like me. 15 A. ldon'tthink there were any other changes
16 Q. That sounds like you? 16 directly taken from City Council members. | think | was
17 A. | was being facetious in the beginning about 17 speaking, generally, about the opportunity | had to meet
18 enjoying the time. 18 with all of them.
19 Q I won't tell the City Council members that. 19 Q. And then your next sentence in that meeting:
20 A. | think they knew. 20 We're happy to make more if you want them, but the last
21 Q. Was the statement accurate? 21 word | have from every member of Council is that you're
22 A What do you mean? 22 fine with this.
23 Q Did you expect that no one would be surprised? 23 Do recall making that statement?
24 A. Yes, because | don't think we made any changes 24 A. Ido. |Ibelieve | based that on no one had raised
25 beyond what I'd already briefed everyone on. It's just 25 objections about their maps. | did not ask for their
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1 approval of the maps, but no one had raised an objection 1 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
2 to me at that point and requested any changes other than 2 Number R.)
3 the changes that Coonrod requested. 3 BY MR. MCADOO:
4 Q. Bear with me for a second. Apparently, | don't 4 Q. Could you please take a look at the e-mail sent by
5 paginate my notes, just like the Google Sheets are not 5 Mr. Thongnopua on March 6th at 6:46 p.m.?
6 paginated. 6 A. I'mlooking atit.
7 Do you recall Mr. Sevigny saying at the March 1st 7 Q. Okay. Could you read that e-mail to me?
8 meeting: We also used, as Chris said, individual Council 8 A. (Witness reading.) Hi, Dr. Holmes, Thanks for
9 input, so we come to you individually and say, quote, what 9 reaching out. |just wanted to underscore for you and the
10 are you interested in having in your district and what 10 Hamilton County Voter's Coalition that this is a process
11 works for you? Do you recall Mr. Sevigny making that 11 thatis primarily guided and driven by Chattanooga City
12 statement? 12 Council. This year, as in prior administrations, we
13 A. Idon't recall him making that statement. 13 believe it is appropriate that Chattanooga City Council
14 Q. Isthat statement accurate? 14 direct the development and process for determining their
15 A. No. 15 new boundaries. The Kelly Administration simply helped
16 Q. How s it not accurate? 16 provide data and render maps with changes requested by
17 A. Well, I can't say for him, but | never asked any 17 council members as guided by the process outlined by
18 council person what do you want in your district. That 18 Chattanooga City Council. Every member of the City
19 was probably an attempt from him to sell the map, as we've 19 Council has been engaged throughout the process.
20 taken alot of time with this map. 20 I know Chris Anderson is happy to meet with you to
21 Q. There's areference in your prior statements to 21 discuss any specific questions you may have and I've let
22 spending hundreds of hours of staff time spent with the 22 him know to give you a call. But I did want to clarify
23 nine and now eight of you; is that accurate? 23 our Administration's role and underscore that this is a
24 A. No. 24 process led by Chattanooga City Council rather than the
25 Q. How long would you estimate you spent with council 25 Administration.
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1 members on redistricting prior to the March 1st agenda 1 Q. So the first paragraph, is the first paragraph
2 session? 2 accurate? Does he accurately describe the Kelly
3 A. Lessthan 100 hours with council member, including 3 Administration's role in the redistricting process?
4 the briefings to the committee members and individuals. 4 A. Ithink he overstates changes requested by council
5 It was less than 100 hours. 5 members, as the only ones | remember and stated and
6 Q. Canyou put a tighter range on that? Obviously, 6 testified to today. But I think this was a way for him to
7 less than 100, O to 100? 7 say that the final decision was on the legislative branch
8 A. Thirty to 50. 8 and not the executive branch.
9 Q. Thirty to 50. Okay. Thank you. 9 Q. Let's go back to the March 1st meeting real quick.
10 So I'm handing you an e-mail that's entitled, "Re: 10 In that meeting, do you recall Councilwoman Coonrod
11 City of Chattanooga Redistricting Questions." 11 discussing her request to move Highland Park into her --
12 Can you please take a look at that? 12 into District 9 and Mill Town into District 9, as well as
13 A Uh-huh. Okay. 13 the grocery store?
14 Q Are you familiar with this document? 14 MR. ELLIOTT: Is the question whether he
15 A Yes. 15 heard that or --
16 Q How are you familiar with it? 16 MR. MCADOO: Yeah, does he recall if there
17 A. lwas included on this e-mail thread. 17 was any discussion?
18 Q. Didyou respond -- were you active in this e-mail 18 THE WITNESS: |don't recall her mentioning
19 thread? 19 any of those requests in the March 1st meeting.
20 A. Yes. Isent one of the e-mails. 20 BY MR. MCADOO:
21 Q. Okay. Which? 21 Q. Do youremember her making -- discussing those
22 A. The one at the top of the page to Dr. Everlena 22 requests at any public noticed meeting that was open to
23 Holmes. 23 the public of the City Council?
24 MR. MCADOO: Okay. Can we please mark this 24 A. No, I don't.
25 as Exhibit R? 25 MR. MCADOO: Okay. Can we take a ten-minute
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1 break? And | apologize, | do know you have other stuff 1 them for an approval.

2 and we appreciate your time today. | know this is not the 2 Q. Didyou get their suggestions?

3 most fun process. 3 A. Idid not ask for suggestions. | remember the

4 (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken. Thereafter, 4 suggestions from Councilwoman Coonrod. | don't think the

5 the proceeding resumed as follows:) 5 District 7 change was a suggestion from Raquetta's part.

6 BY MR. MCADOO: 6 |believe | just told her this is what we need to do.

7 Q. Allright. I'm going to hand you, Mr. Anderson, 7 District 8, East Lake, East Lake is in three different

8 what appears to be an e-mail string that, at the top, 8 districts and it's a massive area. There's no way to keep

9 says: Forward, minutes of the meeting held by the 9 itin one district because of where it is.

10 Redistricting Committee. 10 So East Lake was always going to be the area that

11 Take a look at it and let me know if you are -- 11 little tweaks were made if at the end to where 7, 8, or 9

12 describe what this is. 12 needed population shifts of 100 people or something, we

13 A. Allright. 13 could use East Lake to do. So I don't remember anybody

14 Q. Look at the e-mail, kind of toward the bottom of 14 requesting East Lake changing.

15 the page, from Dr. Berz. 15 MR. MCADOO: And I don't believe I did this,

16 A. Okay. 16 but can we please mark this as Exhibit, where we at, S?

17 Q. About two-thirds of the way down, her e-mail, it 17 Mark the e-mail, and by this, | mean e-mail that we just

18 says: | asked that Mr. Anderson do two things. One, get | 18 discussed from Dr. Berz that it looks like you had

19 the boundary -- get the districts in compliance with the 19 forwarded to Mr. Henderson, Councilperson Henderson.

20 law with as little disruption as possible of existing 20 Yeah, that one, can we please mark that one as Exhibit S?

21 boundaries, and; two, meet individually with each council 21 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit

22 person to go over the outcomes. 22 Number S.)

23 Do you see that? 23 BY MR. MCADOOQO:

24 A. I do. 24 Q. Going back to Exhibit S for just a second, why did

25 Q. Did she, in fact, give you those instructions? 25 you forward this e-mail string to Councilperson Henderson?
Page 110 Page 112

1 A. Yeah,|believe so. I'm not sure those were the 1 A. Idon'trecall specifically, but | imagine it was

2 exact words that she used, but that's the gist of what she 2 to keep -- he was the chair of the Council at the time and

3 said. 3 limagine it was to keep him informed the communication

4 Q. Do you recall when she gave you those 4 with Dr. Holmes, as she was reaching out to more than one

5 instructions? 5 member of the Council, asking this same question.

6 A. Atthe very beginning of the process when we were 6 Q. Okay.

7 asked to create the maps. 7 A. Justmaking him aware that she had asked and it

8 Q. Doyou recall a statement by Dr. Berz at the 8 had been answered.

9 March 15th, 2022, agenda session where she says about the 9 Q. Okay. I'm going to show you another e-mail

10 redistricting process, quote: Take the maps to each of 10 meeting invitation. Take a look and then tell me what

11 the council members, get their input, get their 11 thisis.

12 suggestions and approval, and then we'll bring it forth to 12 A. This is aredistricting briefing invitation for a

13 the public. Do you recall that? 13 meeting with Councilwoman Noel, who had recently been

14 A. ldon'trecall her saying that independently, but 14 appointed for Monday, March 28, 2022.

15 if you have video record, I'm sure there's video of her 15 Q. Did that meeting take place?

16 saying that. 16 A It did.

17 Q. Yeah, thereisvideo. | don't have the video with 17 Q. Did you author this invitation?

18 me. Is that an accurate description of what she and the 18 A I did.

19 Redistricting Committee asked you and your colleagues to 19 MR. MCADOO: Could we please mark this as

20 do? 20 Exhibit T?

21 A. Canyou restate her statement? 21 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit

22 Q. Yes. Take the maps to each of the council 22 Number T.)

23 members, get their input, get their suggestions and 23 BY MR. MCADOO:

24 approval, and then we'll bring it forth to the public. 24 Q. What was the purpose of this e-mail -- or this

25 A. That's not accurate for what | did. | didn't ask 25 meeting?
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1 Q. If you'll look at page 6 of this. 1 on cleaning of lines. There were no wholesale changes

2 A. Okay. 2 about neighborhoods that I recall. | believe there were

3 Q. ltlists changes that are made. It says: 3 additional changes a week after that.

4 Proposed major changes; is that correct? 4 Q. Between the March 1st, 2022, meeting and the April

5 A Yes. 5 b5th, 2022, meeting, had you received any feedback from the

6 Q. Is that a reference to changes made since the 6 members of City Council regarding the map, the

7 March 1st, 2022, meeting? 7 redistricting map?

8 A. No. This areference to changes made from the 8 A. I'msurethey commented onit. I don't believe

9 previously approved maps from ten years ago. 9 any requests were made to me between those two times to

10 Q. Okay. Were there any changes to the map, this 10 move anything from one district to another.

11 map, or this map on page 9? If you look at page 9, so we 11 Q. Do you recall who provided comments on the map

12 have the description on page 6 of changes and we have a 12 between March 1st, 2022, and April 5th, 20227

13 map on page 9; is that right? 13 A. As|previously testified, | had a meeting with

14 A. That's correct. 14 Councilwoman Noel between those two dates, so I'm sure she

15 Q. What changes were made to the map between March 15 would have had comments about it. | don't recall her

16 1st, 2022's, presentation and the April 5th, 2022's, 16 asking me to do anything about it.

17 presentation? 17 Q. Anyone else? Phone calls or meetings?

18 A. One moment, please. 18 A. Idon't have a calendar invitation for any

19 Q. Sure. 19 individual meeting other than Councilwoman Noel during

20 A. (Witness reviews document.) 20 that period. Plus, we had already released it to the

21 I don't believe any changes were made between 21 Council in a full meeting on March 1st. | have no

22 those two maps. 22 specific knowledge or recollection of conversations with

23 Q. Could you please look at page 5 of Exhibit A? 23 other council members during that time.

24 A. Yes. 24 But it would be reasonable to believe that during

25 Q. Could you read the paragraph that begins: A 25 that time, which encompassed five different Tuesdays, that
Page 118 Page 120

1 second map was published? 1 one of them might have made an offhand comment to me about

2 A. Okay. (Witness reading.) A second map was 2 their district, you know, | saw where | had to lose this

3 published on April 5, 2022. As best as can be determined, 3 orlsaw where | gained that, but | don't recall any

4 the changes were to note City Green was moved to District 4 specific instance of that.

5 2 and the description as to District 9 did not specify 5 Q. Okay. Thank you.

6 Gaylan Heights, North Tower Forest. The maps were, 6 Just hand you another Google Sheets presentation.

7 therefore, made available to the public online. I'm not 7 If you could take a look at that and tell me what it is.

8 sure if these notes were changes to the map. They may 8 A. |Ifamiliar with it.

9 have just been changes to the description of the changes. 9 Q. Yeah. Are you familiar with it?

10 These were very minor changes that just, maybe, 10 A. Earlier in my testimony, | said the March 1st map

11 weren't the same in the descriptions of the two months. 11 was what | thought was the final map.

12 There also could have been some minor shifts, but these 12 Q. Yeah.

13 were very, very small than previous. 13 A. Weall thought that. So this was presented to the

14 Q. Do you know if these Google Sheets presentations 14 City Council on April 12th. This is a redistricting

15 still exist in their native format? 15 presentation about data mistakes that were made by the

16 A. |Ibelieve so. | believe they're in ChattaData 16 State of Tennessee.

17 online. 17 Q. Isthat memorialized there on page 2 of this

18 Q. Arethe maps themselves and they're available also 18 exhibit, data inconsistencies and why?

19 on ChattaData? 19 A. That's on page 3, and yes.

20 A. Ibelieve so, yes. 20 Q. Isitthree?

21 Q. So to the best of your knowledge, there were no 21 A. Uh-huh.

22 changes to the map on the April 5th, 2022, version that is 22 Q. Oh, I'msorry, I'm looking at two different

23 marked as Exhibit U? 23 things. | was referencing the agenda portion.

24 A. ldon't think there were any changes. There might 24 MR. MCADOO: Before | forget, could we mark

25 have been some minor shifts of a block here or there based 25 this as Exhibit V? We may avoid going into AA.
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Page 121

Page 123

1 MR. ELLIOTT: I'm kind of waiting to see. 1 MR. ELLIOTT: | think you mean April 12th.
2 MR. MCADOO: We're cutting it close. 2 MR. MCADOO: What did | say?
3 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit 3 MR. ELLIOTT: March.
4 Number V.) 4 MR. MCADOO: Yes, April 12th. Thank you.
5 BY MR. MCADOO: 5 THE WITNESS: There were no changes in the
6 Q. Soon page 3 there of Exhibit V, is that an 6 April map related to any Council request. They were
7 explanation of why changes were made to the map that was 7 strictly based on the State's mistake and them sending us
8 discussed at the March 1st, 2022, meeting? 8 correct information which changed our maps.
9 A. Yes. 9 MR. MCADOO: We might go to AA, but not BB.
10 Q. Could you talk me through that? 10 BY MR. MCADOO:
11 A. The State sent us incorrect data and roughly five 11 Q. Allright. I hand you another e-mail string.
12 months after they sent us incorrect data, they contacted 12 This one is entitled, "Forward: Two Options For
13 us -- they contacted Andrew Sevigny, specifically -- to 13 Redistricting Changes."
14 tell us, oops, we sent you the wrong racial data, which is 14 A. Yeah.
15 the primary thing we needed to work with was the racial 15 Q. Are you familiar with this e-mail?
16 data. So we internally were very unhappy about that; a 16 A. | am.
17 job that we thought had been completed that now we had to 17 Q. How are you familiar with it?
18 go back and fix their mistake. 18 A. lwas copied on it, the e-mail from Andrew Sevigny
19 Q. Icanimagine the frustration. 19 to Councilwoman Noel.
20 A. Yes. 20 MR. MCADOO: Can we please mark this as
21 Q. Page 4 of that, | believe the next page is 21 Exhibit W?
22 entitled, "Proposed Changes." 22 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
23 A. Yeah. 23 Number W.)
24 Q. Can you walk me through the changes that were 24 BY MR. MCADOO:
25 proposed in this presentation to the City Council? 25 Q. Have you had an opportunity to review it?
Page 122 Page 124
1 A. Yeah. So the State overrepresented the number of 1 A | have.
2 African-American residents in the city overall by nearly 2 Q. Didyou speak to Mr. Sevigny about the contents of
3 2,000 people, and there were a couple of districts that 3 his e-mail prior to him sending it, the original e-mail of
4 just barely met the threshold with the overstated 4 this string?
5 African-American population, and the State's mistake meant 5 A. ldidn't review this e-mail before it was sent,
6 that two of the districts came out of compliance, so. 6 but | spoke to him about the general content.
7 Q. And that's out of compliance with the -- 7 Q. Did you speak to him about there being two options
8 A. Judge's Order. 8 for changes to City Council districts?
9 Q. And the City's interpretation of that order? 9 A. Yeah, there were two cures for the racial issue in
10 A. Yes. So we had to make some shifts here and there 10 this specific instance.
11 to make 8 and 9 have a higher percentage of 11 Q. What was new since the April -- not March -- 12th,
12 African-American residents, and | believe they were taken 12 2022, meeting that precipitated this e-mail?
13 from 7 for that purpose. Seven being a swing district did 13 A. We hadn't solved all the problems from the State's
14 not have any perceived requirement of the racial 14 discrepancy in their data and we still needed to find more
15 demographic. 15 African-American voters for District 8.
16 Q. Did you or your colleagues in the administration 16 Q. Soit's, essentially, a continuation of the
17 talk to any council members about this change prior to the 17 problem that was presented to the Council on April 12th,
18 March 12th meeting? 18 2022?
19 A. Idon't specifically recall, but | wouldn't have 19 A. Yes.
20 been shy about telling them the State sent us the wrong 20 Q. Why was this presented to Councilwoman -- or why
21 data, so | have to get you a new map. Any details beyond 21 was she consulted by e-mail on the issue?
22 that, | wouldn't have had to share. 22 A. Because either option would have cured the issue
23 Q. Sothere were no changes to the map in the 23 and she had not really been involved, even in the public
24 presentation on March 12th, 2022, that were based on 24 meetings at that point, because she wasn't on the Council.
25 recent feedback from council members? 25 So | just wanted to get her feedback since she hadn't had
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Page 125

Page 127

1 the opportunity to provide any in that March 1 meeting 1 but, yes, I'm familiar enough, | suppose.
2 because she wasn't a member of the Council. 2 Q. Could you describe what it is?
3 Q. Did you consult anyone else privately, either by 3 A. This represents the changes that we had to make,
4 e-mail or in a meeting, regarding these two options? 4 the changes that we chose to make based on the State's
5 A. ldon't believe so. Ithink I just put this to 5 incorrect data and the cure we had to have to meet the
6 her. 6 district requirements.
7 Q. What other districts were affected, depending upon 7 Q. Was this a presentation made to the City Council
8 which option was chosen? 8 on April 19th, 2022?
9 A. Itcould have affected 7, 5, or 9. 9 A. Yes.
10 Q. Didyou send it to Councilman Ledford? 10 MR. MCADOO: All right. Can we mark this one
11 A. Hewas the chairman at this time and | wanted to 11 Exhibit X?
12 make him aware of potential changes to the map before we 12 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as Exhibit
13 were going to change it again. It was not to solicit any 13 Number X.)
14 information from him, it was only to make him aware. 14 BY MR. MCADOQO:
15 Q. So are they -- sorry, | was mumbling to myself. 15 Q. Did you review or approve this presentation prior
16 Could you please look at the other pages in 16 to the April 19th, 2022, meeting?
17 Exhibit W? 17 A. Yes, | did.
18 A. Okay. 18 Q. So we had just talked about two options for
19 Q. Arethose the attachments to the e-mail at the 19 remedying one of the State's errors. If you look to
20 beginning? 20 page 3.
21 A. It appears so,yes. This looks like the two 21 A. Okay.
22 different options to cure the mistake from the State. 22 Q. Does that reflect one of those options?
23 Q. And | ask just because they're different Bates 23 MR. ELLIOTT: Are you talking about the
24 numbers; they're not consecutive. 24 options presented to Councilperson Noel?
25 Did you consult with Councilwoman -- you or 25 MR. MCADOO: Yes.
Page 126 Page 128
1 Mr. Sevigny or anyone else within your staff, with 1 MR. ELLIOTT: Okay.
2 Councilwoman Coonrod regarding these options? 2 THE WITNESS: Yes, | believe this was one of
3 A.  No. 3 thetwo options.
4 Q. What about Councilperson Hester? 4 BY MR. MCADOO:
5 A. No. 5 Q.  Which option presented to Councilwoman Noel that
6 Q. What about Councilwoman Dotley? 6 is described in Exhibit W was chosen?
7 A. No. 7 A. Option 2.
8 Q. Why didn't you consult them if it might impact 8 Q. Option 2. Why was option 2 chosen?
9 them? 9 MR. ELLIOTT: | mean, are you asking her
10 A. Because | could do that in a public meeting and 10 why -- | mean, asking him why he chose it?
11 say this is the cure. Rather than act as a go-to between 11 MR. MCADOO: I'm asking why it was the one
12 the council people, | merely wanted to get Councilwoman 12 that was in the presentation?
13 Noel to get her opinion and then do my best to fix it as 13 THE WITNESS: | believe that it made more
14 she wanted, and then present it in a public meeting with 14 sense. Honestly, I don't recall Councilwoman Noel
15 council so they could debate and make a final decision. 15 actually responding with | want Option 1 or 2. It is
16 MR. ELLIOTT: You made it to X. 16 possible she gave an opinion. It's also possible she said
17 MR. MCADOQO: Yeah, we'll see if | change my 17 whatever you think is fine, or something along those
18 mind on some of these. 18 lines.
19 BY MR. MCADOO: 19 I'm certain that | would have preferred this
20 Q. Okay. I'm handing you another Google Sheets 20 so as not to split Alton Park, which is one of the oldest,
21 presentation. If you can take a look and tell me if 21 traditionally African-American neighborhoods in the State
22 you're familiar with this. 22 of Tennessee and has a history of not being represented
23 A. Okay. 23 well, or by African-Americans at multiple levels of
24 Q. Areyou familiar with this document? 24 government, so | wouldn't have wanted to split Alton Park,
25 A. Somewhat, yes. It's alittle -- it's been awhile, 25 if I could have helped it.
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Page 147

1 Q. Yeah. Okay. Anything that's left out of this 1 A. Thatwasn't my decision to make. That was up to
2 description of the various iterations of the map that 2 the Chattanooga City Council. | just did what | was told.
3 should be added? 3 Q. Allright. Thank you for your time?
4 A. Notthat come to mind, no. 4 A. Thank you.
5 Q. Quick clarification, because | think it was a 5 MR. MCADOO: Do you, gentlemen, have any
6 typographical error: How do you spell Sevigny? 6 questions?
7 A.  S-E-V-I-G-N-V. 7 MR. ELLIOTT: No.
8 Q. So any references in here that are to 8 MR. NOBLETT: |don' believe so.
9 S-I-V-I-G-N-Y is mostly to Andrew Sevigny? 9 THE COURT REPORTER: Okay. Do you want this
10 A. Yes. Thereis only one Andrew Sevigny and it is 10 prepared, the transcript?
11 S-E, not S-l. 11 MS. MCADOO: (Nods head affirmatively.)
12 MR. ELLIOTT: That's the City special counsel 12 THE COURT REPORTER: And do you guys want
13 is who that is. 13 copies?
14 BY MR. MCADOO: 14 MR. NOBLETT: Yes, please.
15 Q. Areyou friends with Mr. Sevigny? 15 MR. ELLIOTT: Just one.
16 A. Ilhaven't spoken to him since he left, other than 16 THE COURT REPORTER: Send it to him. All
17 Ithink bumping into him in public once. That might have 17 right.
18 been at the market or something like that. We're 18 FURTHER THE DEPONENT SAITH NOT.
19 friendly, we're not adversarial, but we don't hang out or 19 (The deposition concluded at 1:14 p.m.)
20 anything. 20
21 Q. Howlong ago did he leave? 21
22 A. It's not been ayear. It was late last year. 22
23 Q. Okay. 23
24 A. Late 2022. He got a job offer from UNUM that 24
25 offered him more money than he was making here, and, you 25
Page 146 Page 148
1 know, city governments aren't always competitive with 1
2 private sectoral money, so he took a better opportunity. 2 CERTIFICATE
3 Q. Yeah. Are there any answers to my questions that S STATE OF TENNESSEE
4 COUNTY OF HAM LTON:
4 you'd like to change before we wrap up? 5
5 A. Not that | recall, no. 6 I, MELINDA CANTRELL, Court Reporter, with
6 Q. Is there any information | asked you about that 7 offices in Chattanooga, Tennessee, hereby certify that I
7 you remember now that you didn't recall when | asked you 8 reported the foregoing deposition of Chris Anderson, by
8 the question’? 9 machi ne shorthand to the best of ny skills anFi abilities,
10 and thereafter the sane was reduced to typewitten form by
9 A. No. 11 e
10 Q. Isthere anything you would like to add or clarify 12 I further certify that in order for this
11 in any responses that you gave me? docurment to be considered a true and correct copy, it mnust
12 A. No. 13  bear ny original signature, and that any unauthorized
13 Q. Yeah Ofay. From you parpectue hatwasthe |, LIS o T v e e
14 function of the REdiStriCting Committee? authentic, and will be in violation of Tennessee Code
15 A. From my perspective? 15  Annotated 39-14-149 Services.
16 Q. Yeah. 16 P
17 A.  For our purposes, we never sought collective 1 ) 7L ,(7’322; L
18 agreement or collective feedback or a collective w%}ﬁﬁg(ﬁnnéﬁg,éuérLcR FPR
18 Léxitas, LCR #872
19 instruction from the Redistricting Committee. They were Expiration: June 30, 2024
20 treated as a small group to which we reported updates in a 19
21 few meetings that have been documented here today and in 20
22 theinterrogatories, so they were merely receiving 21
23 information from us on behalf of the Council. zi
24 Q. Then why not just do that in a full Council 24
25 meeting in public? 25
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Redistricting Data




Agenda

Requirements
Data Used and Descriptio

Current Council Districts with 2020 Census
Community Transparency and Input Tools
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Requirements (From State Guide)

Equal distribution of voters (must meet 10% rule)

Per City Charter, must be completed 1 year before next election and
redistricting cannot take less than 6 months

3 of 9 Council Districts must be a certain percent minority

e (Can’t write out incumbent

R
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Bln Vet (AR AREN kLY
ttaData


https://comptroller.tn.gov/content/dam/cot/pa/documents/lg/GuideToRedistrict.pdf

Required Steps (From State Guide) for Counties

O NO A DN

Appoint redistricting committee

Acquire redistricting data

Apply 2020 data to current districts and evaluate

Draw one or more new district plans

Complete final plan

Adopt final plan by resolution

Complete final precinct map (not sure if applies)

Certify final plans
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ttaData


https://comptroller.tn.gov/content/dam/cot/pa/documents/lg/GuideToRedistrict.pdf
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Data Used
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City Council Boundaries

2020 US Census Block

Populations

o Block is the smallest unit of

measurement by Census
Contains basic information on

population by race and
ethnicity
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Current Council Districts with 2020 Population

. . District Average L. Black Alone Two or More Two or More Black Alone +
District Representative Deviation Black Alone % Races Two or More
Pop Pop Pop . Races %
Populations Races %
1 Chip Henderson 21156 20195  104.76% 1289 6.1% 1208 5.7% 11.8%
2 Jenny Hill 20145 20195 99.75% 1356 6.7% 1336 6.6% 13.4%
3 Ken Smith 21606 20195  106.98% 3119 14.4% 1370 6.3% 20.8%
4 Darrin Ledford 23538 20195 3790 16.1% 1485 6.3% 22.4%
5 Isaiah Hester 17921 20195 10847 60.5% 1084 6.0% 66.6%
6 Carol Berz 19848 20195 98.28% 5416 27.3% 1485 7.5% 34.8%
7 Raquetta Dotley 22435 20195 - 8670 38.6% 2079 9.3% 47.9%
8 Anthony Byrd 17569 20195 - 8545 48.6% 1455 8.3% 56.9%
9 Demetrus Coonrod 17541 20195 - 9701 55.3% 1013 5.8% 61.1%
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Community Input Tools

You draw the lines.

ChattaData Open Data Portal
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https://districtr.org/
https://www.representable.org/
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5/23/23, 10:33 AM Google Vault - Re: Timelines and related info reﬁrding redistricting

City's Responses to RFP 07/17/2023 000195

Re: Timelines and related info regarding redistricting

cberz@chattanooga.gov Carol Berz Monday, October 4, 2021 at 3:04:06 PM Eastern Daylight Time

To: kensmith@chattanooga.gov Ken Smith
Cc: dledford@chattanooga.gov Darrin Ledford, ihester@chattanooga.gov Isiah Hester

Sure. Councilman Ledford. As you know we are not on the same timeline as the County. In fact, we have a much longer period, as our next City
election is several years away. That being said, our Redistricting Committee has met once, has requested data and will be carefully considering a

variety of models that (1) will interrupt the present model as little as possible; and (2) will legally meet the numbers requirements. Ultimately, we
will present our suggestions to the City Council for discussion and decision. Presently, there is no timeline. Let me know should you have any
other questions. Best - CBB

On Mon, Oct 4, 2021 at 2:05 PM Ken Smith <kensmith@chattanooga.gov> wrote:

Certainly Councilman, but Councilwoman Berz is Chairing this committee and | do not want to speak for her regarding plans for the committee.

Councilwoman, would you please respond to Councilman Ledford based on our recent meeting with the Admin?

Ken Smith, Vice Chairman
Chattanooga City Council

On Oct 4, 2021, at 12:54 PM, Darrin Ledford <dledford@chattanooga.gov> wrote:

Vice-Chairman,
| am co-sponsoring with County Commission Chair, Sabrena Smedley, this Thursday a redistricting community meeting. Although the focus is

certainly on the county at the moment, can you share with me thoughts on timelines and process for the city. With misinformation aloft, I'd like to

be ready with facts regarding councils committee and responsibilities.

Thank you in advance,
DTL

Regards,

Darrin T. Ledford

Chattanooga City Council, 4th District
CHCRPA Commissioner

https://ediscovery.google.com/discovery/DisplayMessage?m=c224662e-73e9-4d27-ad5e-909e57b0d7a7&at=ACD7onrqP8oVuhXPPLzNdtZaFCrzulC...
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5/23/23, 10:37 AM Google Vault - Re: Minutes of the meetings held béthe Redistricting Committee

City's Responses to RFP 07/17/2023 000209
Re: Minutes of the meetings held by the Redistricting Committee

cberz@chattanooga.gov Carol Berz Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 10:33:40 AM Eastern Daylight Time

To: emholmes@epbfi.com, councilandstaff@chattanooga.gov CouncilAndStaff, canderson@chattanooga.gov chris anderson, joda@chattanooga.gov

Joda Thongnopnua, pnoblett@chattanooga.gov Phil Noblett, asevigny@chattanooga.gov Andrew Sevigny, tmoreland@chattanooga.gov Tim
Moreland

Dr Holmes - Thank you for your note. | apologize if somehow my last two explanations at Council meetings were unclear. There were no secret
meetings of the Redistricting Committee. On several occasions, Councilpersons Dotley, Smith, Hester and | occupied the same space in the
Mayor's large conference room, where Mr. Anderson and his folks educated us regarding the law relative to redistricting and City demographics
resultant of the 2020 census. He also showed us what new districts might look like. | have asked that Mr. Anderson send you his agendas for
those meetings, even though it is the same information that | have given twice at our Council meetings and is on the website. Subsequently, |
asked that Mr. Anderson do two things: (1) Get the districts in compliance with the law, with as little disruption as possible of existing boundaries
and (2) Meet individually with each Councilperson to go over the outcomes. That was done, with the results both on record and on the City
website. As you know, Councilpersons will be meeting as they see fit with their district constituents and, on March 29th., there will be a public
input session at 6:00, at the regularly scheduled Council meeting. Please feel free to check the veracity of all this information with whomever you
wish. Their names are all listed above. Have a great day - CBB

On Wed, Mar 16, 2022 at 3:34 PM <emholmes@epbfi.com> wrote:
Councilwoman Berz,

At the Strategic Planning Committee yesterday, you and the other members of the Redistricting Committee said you
did not hold private meetings. Would it be possible for you to send me a copy of the minutes for the October,
January and March Meetings held by your committee or tell me where | can obtain copies of these meetings?
Thank You.

Dr. Everlena Holmes
423-622-0974

https://ediscovery.google.com/discovery/DisplayMessage?m=c224662e-73e9-4d27-ad5e-909e57b0d7a7&at=ACD7onq1Xe_PuNyBt96EeljAZwyU8009lI...
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City's Responses to RFP 07/17/2023 000051

Chattanooga City Council
Chattanooga, Tennessee
John P. Franklin, Sr. City Council Building
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
November 9, 2021
6:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Council Chairman Chip Henderson called the meeting to order. A quorum was present that included
Vice-Chairman Ken Smith and Councilpersons Carol Berz, Anthony Byrd, Demetrus Coonrod,
Raquetta Dotley, Isiah Hester, Jenny Hill, and Darrin Ledford. Others present were Emily O’'Donnell,
City Attorney, and Nicole Gwyn, Council Clerk. Video of the meeting is available on YouTube here.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Ledford led the Assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION

“Chattanooga Fire Department Celebrates 150 Years of Service”
Presented by Fire Chief Phil Hyman

Chief Hyman gave a presentation [see attached] to celebrate the 150 years of service for the

Chattanooga Fire Department.

APPROVAL OF LAST MINUTES

On motion of Vice-Chairman Smith and seconded by Councilman Hester, the minutes of the
last meeting (November 2, 2021) were approved as published. The motion carried unanimously
(9-0) upon roll call vote.

ORDINANCES - FINAL READING: (NONE)

ORDINANCES - FIRST READING:
On motion of Councilwoman Berz and seconded by Councilman Byrd,
ORDINANCE #13733
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE OPERATIONS BUDGET ORDINANCE NO.
13710, KNOWN AS “THE FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022 OPERATIONS BUDGET

ORDINANCE,” TO AMEND SECTION 6(B) SO AS TO APPROPRIATE
$38,640,506.00 FROM THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021.

| 11/09/21
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The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote as follows:

Hill YES Byrd YES
Ledford YES Coonrod YES
Hester YES Smith YES
Berz YES Henderson YES
Dotley YES

| YES - Nine (9); NO — Zero (0) |
ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |

2021-0163
Julian Bennett

Planning Version
District No. 1

Agenda Item VI(b):

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 706 MERRIAM STREET, FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO R-
T/Z RESIDENTIAL TOWNHOUSE/ZERO LOT LINE ZONE, SUBJECT TO
CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

A hearing ensued, with Karen Rennich, Interim Director of Regional Planning, briefed the Council
on this rezoning request in the Hill City neighborhood. She discussed the site plan and Plannign
Commission recommendations. There was no opposition present in the Assembly today. Chairman
Henderson recognized and opened the floor to both the Applicant, Julian Bennett, to address the
Council. Councilman Ledford informed the Council that there was one letter of opposition from the
Hill City Neighborhood Association, showing that the neighborhood had unanimously voted to
oppose this rezoning. He then confirmed the condition with Ms. Rennich.

With no objection from Chairman Henderson, Councilman Ledford moved to deny. Councilman
Hester seconded. The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: DENIED |

2021-0164
CTF Alpaca Racing Group, LLC
Planning Version
District No. 2
On motion of Councilwoman Hill and seconded by Councilman Byrd,

ORDINANCE #13734

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 1310 HANOVER STREET LOCATED IN THE 200 TO 300 BLOCK
OF TREMONT STREET, FROM C-5 NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL ZONE
TO UGC URBAN GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONE, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN
CONDITIONS.

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

| ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |
2 11/09/21
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2021-0177
Bill Dickson

Planning Version
District No. 3

On motion of Vice-Chairman Smith and seconded by Councilman Ledford,
ORDINANCE #13735

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART 1,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 5468 HIXSON PIKE, FROM R-2 RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO C-2
CONVENIENCE COMMERCIAL ZONE FOR THE FRONT PORTION OF THE
SITE FRONTING HIXSON PIKE (SEE ATTACHED MAP) AND O-1 OFFICE
ZONE FOR THE REAR PORTION OF THE SITE ALONG OLD HIXSON PIKE
(SEE ATTACHED MAP), SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

Vice-Chairman Smith moved to approve with the intent to amend. Councilman Ledford seconded.
Vice-Chairman Smith moved to amend by adding the condition: “Adult-oriented establishments,
self-service storage facilities, gas stations, open-air markets, vehicular repair or service facilities,
and wholesaling with accessory warehousing uses shall be prohibited.” Councilman Ledford
seconded. The motion to amend carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote. Vice-Chairman
Smith moved to approve as amended. Councilman Ledford seconded. The motion carried
unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING AS AMENDED |

2021-0166

PBD Development, GP & Napier Associates
District No. 4

On motion of Councilman Ledford and seconded by Vice-Chairman Smith,
ORDINANCE #13736

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO AMEND CONDITION NO. 9
OF ORDINANCE NO. 13110 OF PREVIOUS CASE NO. 2016-0060 FOR
PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 2415, 2423, AND 2441 ELAM LANE AND PARTS
OF 2440 ELAM LANE AND PARTS OF 2515, 2519, AND 2527 GUNBARREL
ROAD.

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |
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2021-0169
ASA Engineering

Planning Version
District No. §

Agenda Item VI(f):

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART Ii,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTIES
LOCATED AT 5116, 5120, AND 5134 HIGHWAY 58 AND SEVERAL
UNADDRESSED TRACTS (120N-D-012, 014, 015, 016, AND 018) OF LAND IN
THE 5100 BLOCK OF HIGHWAY &8, FROM C-5 NEIGHBORHOOD
COMMERCIAL ZONE TO C-2 CONVENIENCE COMMERCIAL ZONE,
SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

Ms. Rennich gave a presentation showing the site plan (Highway 58 portion) and recommendations
regarding this rezoning. She discussed the conditions and the recommendation for C-2 along
Highway 58. Chairman Henderson recognized and opened the floor for the Applicant and the
Opposition.

Applicant:
e Alan Jones (ASA Engineering) — He spoke about the recommended conditions and the
more intensive uses in the current C-5.

Opposition:
e Edward Freeman — He spoke against this rezoning behind their neighborhood.
* Alonzo Noble — He spoke against the proposed storage unit on the properties.
« John Courtney — He spoke on attempts to rezone these properties over the years.

Rebuttal: Mr. Jones spoke on the buffering, willingness to meet with the neighborhood, and the
option for an excluded use applied to the self-storage.

Councilman Ledford questioned Ms. Rennich on what is allowed in the current C-5 zoning.
Councilpersons Byrd and Coonrod made comments about the C-5.

Councilman Hester moved to defer to November 30, 2021, so that the developer and
neighborhood could have more time to discuss. Councilman Ledford seconded. The motion carried
unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: DEFERRED TO NOVEMBER 30, 2021 |

2021-0186

David Gardner
Planning Version
District No. 6

Agenda item VI(g):

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART i,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTIES
LOCATED AT 2997 EDGMON FOREST LANE, 6420 SHALLOWFORD ROAD,
AND A PORTION OF 6418 SHALLOWFORD ROAD, FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL
ZONE TO R-3 RESIDENTIAL ZONE, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.
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Councilwoman Berz moved to defer to November 16, 2021. Councilman Ledford seconded. The
motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: DEFERRED TO NOVEMBER 16, 2021 |

2021-0161

Glen Craigq

Planning Version
District No. 8

On motion of Councilman Byrd and seconded by Councilwoman Coonrod,
ORDINANCE #13737

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTIES
LOCATED AT 1213, 1215, AND AN UNADDRESSED PARCEL ON EAST 13w
STREET (TAX MAP NO. 146P-C-008), FROM R-3 RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO UGC
URBAN GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONE, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN
CONDITIONS.

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

: ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |

2021-0174
1101 Main, LLC

Planning Version
District No. 8

On motion of Councilman Byrd and seconded by Councilman Ledford,
ORDINANCE #13738

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTIES
LOCATED AT 1101 EAST MAIN STREET AND 1490 TOP STREET, FROM M-1
MANUFACTURING ZONE TO UGC URBAN GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONE,
SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |
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2021-0178

Henry and Kathleen DeHart
Planning Version

District No. 8

On motion of Councilman Byrd and seconded by Councilwoman Coonrod,
ORDINANCE #13739
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY

LOCATED AT 1502 EAST 14+ STREET, FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO R-
4 SPECIAL ZONE, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon rolt call vote.

ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |

2021-0162

Lentorry Coleman

Planning Version
District No. 9

On motion of Councilwoman Coonrod and seconded by Counciiman Byrd,
Agenda ltem VI(k):

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART I,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTIES
LOCATED AT 2101 AND 2103 SOUTH WATKINS STREET, FROM M-1
MANUFACTURING ZONE TO UGC URBAN GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONE,
SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

Councilwoman Coonrod informed the Council that the Applicant was present via Zoom and was
requesting four stories instead of the recommended three stories. Ms. Rennich gave a briefing on
the recommendations. Chairman Henderson recognized and opened the floor to the Applicant,
Lentorry Coleman, who addressed the Council on the options he will have with four stories. There
was no Opposition present about this rezoning.

Upon no questions, Councilwoman Coonrod moved to defer to November 16, 2021. Councilman
Byrd seconded. The motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: DEFERRED TO NOVEMBER 16, 2021 |
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2021-0175
Ethan Collier

Planning Version
District No. 9

On motion of Councilwoman Coonrod and seconded by Councilman Ledford,
ORDINANCE #13740

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART I,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 2517 EAST 16~ STREET, FROM M-2 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL ZONE
TO C-3 CENTRAL BUSINESS ZONE, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

Councilwoman Coonrod asked Ms. Rennich to read the conditions: “Auto-oriented, alternative
financial institutions, liquor stores and adult-oriented establishments shall be prohibited.” Upon no
questions, the motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |

2021-0176
Ethan Collier

Planning Version
District No. 9

On motion of Councilwoman Coonrod and seconded by Councilman Byrd,
ORDINANCE #13741

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART I,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 1805, 1807, 1809, AND 1811 SOUTH LYERLY STREET, FROM
R-2 RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO C-3 CENTRAL BUSINESS ZONE, SUBJECT TO
CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

Councilwoman Coonrod asked Ms. Rennich to read the conditions: “...subject to the condition of
residential uses only.” Upon no questions, the motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

{ ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |

[Councilman Byrd exited the meeting at this time, leaving a quorum of eight.]

2021-0181
Nathan Brown

Planning Version
District No. 9

ORDINANCE #13742

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART Ii,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 2500 EAST 19~ STREET, FROM R-2 RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO
UGC URBAN GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONE, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN
CONDITIONS.
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A hearing ensued, with Ms. Rennich giving a presentation on this rezoning case. She discussed
the Staff recommending to deny R-3 and the Planning Commission’s recommendation from R-2 to
UGC. Chairman Henderson recognized and opened the floor to the Applicant and the Opposition.

Applicant:
o Nathan Brown — He spoke on continuing the use of the building as a triplex and offering
something more affordable in this community.

Opposition:
o Ethan Collier — He spoke on the stringent conditions that have been placed on his
properties when trying to rezone in this area. He also spoke on the community’s efforts to
remove R-3 properties such as this.

Rebuttal: Mr. Brown spoke on his effort to rehab this building rather than let it remain unused.

Discussion ensued with Ms. Rennich on the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve
UGC and deny the Applicant’s request for R-3. Councilwoman Coonrod moved to approve the
Planning Version of UGC with conditions. Councilman Ledford seconded. Chairman Henderson
asked for clarification on her motion. He also confirmed with the Attorney that a “yes” vote would
mean approving the Planning Version of UGC with conditions. After no further discussion, the
motion carried unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during this
vote.

ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |

On motion of Councilman Ledford and seconded by Councilwoman Berz,
ORDINANCE #13742
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART I,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO ADDRESS EXTERIOR
BUILDING MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS.

The motion carried unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during
this vote.

ACTION: PASSED ON FIRST READING |

RESOLUTIONS:

PROCEDURAL NOTE: With no objection from the Council, Chairman Henderson instructed
the Clerk to group and read the next two resolutions for one Council vote.
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RESOLUTION #30927

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO ENTER
INTO A CONTRACT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE WITH MELVIN R.
STANDEFER AND WIFE, KIMBERLY D. STANDEFER, IN SUBSTANTIALLY
THE FORM ATTACHED, FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 932.34 SQUARE FEET
AND FOR A TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT OF 774.47 SQUARE
FEET, ON A PORTION OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 5014 CREEKSIDE
PRESERVE DRIVE, FURTHER IDENTIFIED AS TAX PARCEL NO. 110F-C-035,
AND TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE
CLOSING TRANSACTION FOR A TOTAL CONSIDERATION OF $37,500.00,
WITH CLOSING FEES NOT TO EXCEED $5,000.00, FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT
NOT TO EXCEED $42,500.00.

RESOLUTION #30928

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT TO AWARD UP TO $40,000.00 IN HOME PROGRAM FUNDS
TO HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF GREATER AREA CHATTANOOGA TO
ASSIST IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSE LOCATED
AT 235 CANARY CIRCLE FOR AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP.

Vice-Chairman Smith moved to approve both resolutions. Councilwoman Coonrod seconded. The
motion carried unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during this
vote.

ACTION: RESOLUTIONS 30927& 30928 ADOPTED

On motion of Councilwoman Dotley and seconded by Councilwoman Hill,
Agenda Item Vii(c):

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO
COLLECTIVELY WITH HAMILTON COUNTY, ENTER INTO A LEASE
AGREEMENT WITH THE CHATTANOOGA AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS
BUREAU, INC., IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE FORM ATTACHED, FOR THE
LEASE OF THE BUILDING AT 2 AQUARIUM WAY, SUITE 138, FURTHER
IDENTIFIED AS A PORTION OF TAX PARCEL NO. 135K-A-001, WITH THE
BUILDING TO BE USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE OPERATION OF A VISITOR
INFORMATION CENTER, FOR A TERM OF THREE (3) YEARS, WITH THE
OPTION TO RENEW FOR TWO (2) ADDITIONAL TERMS OF ONE (1) YEAR
EACH, AT THE CONSIDERATION OF ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) PER YEAR.

The motion carried unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during
this vote.

ACTION: DEFERRED TO NOVEMBER 30, 2021
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PROCEDURAL NOTE: With no objection from the Council, Chairman Henderson instructed the
Clerk to group and read the following four resolutions for one Council vote.

RESOLUTION #30929

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO ACCEPT, IF AWARDED,
A DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) GRANT
FOR RAPID REHOUSING AND SUPPORTIVE SERVICES FOR HOMELESS
FAMILIES, IN THE AMOUNT OF $333,000.00.

RESOLUTION #30930

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF AN AMOUNT
NOT TO EXCEED $16,500,000.00 PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF THE CITY OF
CHATTANOOGA, GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2021A.

RESOLUTION #30931

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF AN AMOUNT
NOT TO EXCEED $26 MILLION PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF THE CITY OF
CHATTANOOGA, GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES
2021B.

RESOLUTION #30932

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CHIEF HUMAN RESOURCES
OFFICER TO RENEW THE EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH ONSITE RX, INC.
TO PROVIDE ONSITE PHARMACY SERVICES, TO INCLUDE MAIL ORDER
AND ON THE JOB INJURY MEDICATIONS FOR CITY EMPLOYEES,
RETIREES AND DEPENDENTS COVERED UNDER THE CITY’S HEALTH
PLAN, FOR THE SECOND OF THREE (3) ONE (1) YEAR RENEWAL OPTIONS,
FOR AN ANNUAL SERVICE FEE OF $20.32 PER EMPLOYEE PER MONTH
(PEPM), IN ADDITION TO PURCHASING PRESCRIPTION AND OVER THE
COUNTER PRODUCTS THROUGH ONSITE RX, INC. AT THE COST OF
APPROXIMATELY $8.2 MILLION PER YEAR AND PAYING APPLICABLE
SALES TAXES AT THE APPROXIMATE RATE OF $15,000.00 PER YEAR.

Councilwoman Berz moved to approve all four resolutions. Councilwoman Coonrod seconded.
The motion carried unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during
this vote.

ACTION: RESOLUTIONS 30929 - 30932 ADOPTED
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2021-0170
Jeff Fava
District No. 5

On motion of Councilman Hester and seconded by Councilman Ledford,

RESOLUTION #30933

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN ABANDONMENT OF A PLANNED UNIT
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1601 EUCALYPTUS
DRIVE, AS DETAILED ON THE ATTACHED MAPS.

The motion carried unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during
this vote.

ACTION: ADOPTED

2021-0171
Jeff Fava
District No. 5

On motion of Councilman Hester and seconded by Councilman Ledford,
RESOLUTION #30934
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS PERMIT FOR A

RESIDENTIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 1601 EUCALYPTUS DRIVE.

The motion carried unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during
this vote.

ACTION: ADOPTED

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

Proposed Purchases

Julia Bursch, Deputy Chief of Staff, briefed the Council on one proposed purchase:

200068 - Waste Resources Division, Public Works $55,000.00
Grounds maintenance at Moccasin Bend
Wastewater Treatment Plant
Lowest/Best Bidder: Thrive Outdoor, Inc.
2004 Airport Rd.
Pine Ridge, AL 35968
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Vice-Chairman Smith moved to approve. Councilwoman Berz seconded. The motion carried
unanimously (8-0) upon roll call vote. Councilman Byrd was not present during this vote.

ACTION: PURCHASE 200068 APPROVED |

OTHER BUSINESS:

Informational Item (Finance)

Joda Thongnopnua, Interim Chief of Staff, introduced Daisy Madison, Chief Finance Officer, to
report on a plan of refunding for the city’s proposed issuance of an estimated $21,995,000.00
general obligation refunding bonds series 2021b. No action was required from the Council for this
information item.

10D Settlement

Attorney O’Donnell informed the Council that the Brian Mosley settlement listed on the agenda
tonight had one incorrect digit. Therefore, she asked to present the settlement at next week’s
meeting. There was no objection from the Council.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Budget and Finance Committee
Councilwoman Berz
(No report)

Economic Development Committee
Councilwoman Coonrod reported:
e The committee met today in open meeting for a presentation on the PILOT for Steam
Logistics that would create 400 jobs.

Education and Innovation Committee
Councilwoman Hill
(No report)

Equity and Community Development Committee
Councilwoman Dotley
(No report)

Legislative Committee
Vice-Chairman Smith
(No report)

Planning and Zoning Committee

Councilman Ledford
(No report)
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Parks and Public Works
Councilman Hester
(No report)

Public Safety Committee
Councilman Byrd
(No report)

RECOGNITION OF PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL
(Listen and view on YouTube here)

Attorney O’Donnell read the rules of procedure for persons wishing to address the Council. After
which, Chairman Henderson recognized the following persons:

Speaker Name District | Primary Topics:

* Antonio Boston 8 Reopening of Avondale Center for the annual
Thanksgiving community dinner that he sponsors
o Mr. Thongnopnua informed the Council of a
phased reopening plan for the center.

» Monty Bell 8 11t Street Council representation/making an agreement
with the homeless community on 11" street

s Dougq Carlson 1 Sustainability and resiliency/transition to a carbon-free
economy/adoption of ICSP

e Kelvin Scott 9 Redistricting time frame for the Council

o Councilwoman Berz, who chairs the ad hoc
committee for redistricting recommendations,
informed Mr. Scott that she was working with the
committee and Administrator Chris Anderson on
the time frame. She aiso informed him that the
committee will seek public input during the
redistricting process.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Councilwoman Coonrod, Chairman Henderson adjourned the meeting of the
Chattanooga City Council until Tuesday, November 16, 2021.

U’ CHAIRMAN
\

CLERK OF COUNCIL
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[Editor's Notes: There will be a special session of the Chattanooga City Council next Tuesday,
November 16, at 2:00 p.m. to deliberate two Finance resolutions. The regular Council meeting
will also take place, as scheduled, on November 16™ at 6:00 p.m. Any person may join the 2:00
and/or 6:00 sessions next week in-person at 1000 Lindsay Street, 37402, or online via Zoom at
council.chattanooga.gov.]

Aftachment:
CFD Presentation
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s TI PUL ATI ONS

The deposition of RAQUETTA DOTLEY was
by Notice, at
100 East

taken by counsel for the Plaintiff,
the offices of Chattanooga City Attorney,
El eventh Street, Suite 200, Chattanooga, Tennessee,
on Septenber 7, 2023, for all purposes under the
Tennessee Rul es of Civil Procedure.

Al fornalities as to caption, notice,
statement of appearance, et cetera, are waived.
Al'l objections, except as to the formof the
question, are reserved to the hearing, and that
sai d deposition may be read and used in evidence in
said cause of action in any trial thereon or any
proceedi ng herein.

It is agreed that MELISSA M SM TH, RPR,
Li censed Court Reporter for the State of Tennessee,
may swear the w tness, and that the reading and
si gning of the conpleted deposition by the witness

was not discussed.

©CoO~NOOUILA_WNPE

Page 7
ask my next question until you've completed your
response.

Please answer clearly and audibly so that
the court reporter can take down your response.
Please refrain from nodding your head, shaking
your head, things like that.

If you do not understand a question please
let me know, and I'll rephrase it.

If you need to take a break at any point
please let me know. If you can finish answering
the question, I've asked, then just let me know
and we can take a break.

| will tell you this. | don't anticipate
this being that long. If we are at around two
hours, | think that's probably the longest it was
likely to be. We'll see, though.

Do you understand all these instructions?
A. Yes.

Q. Great. One other thing that will come up

is -- | believe Mr. Elliott's is going to be the

one objecting, but there may be objections lodged
by your counsel. They could come in two forms.
One is an objection to form. In that instance
you're still expected to answer the question.

I may ask a question of Mr. Elliott if |

Page 6 Page 8

1 *okox 1 don't understand what the objection to form is.
2 RAQUETTA DOTLEY, 2 It could be something like "compound question”
3 was called as a witness, and after having been duly 3 and I've asked kind of two questions together.
4 sworn, testified as follows: 4 But you still need to respond to those.
5 5 Other objections could be based on
6 EXAMINATION 6 privilege. That is one where Mr. Elliott will
7 BY MR. McADOO: 7 instruct you not to respond, and then we'll
8 Q. Good afternoon. Would you please state 8 figure things out.
9 your full name? 9 We haven't had that happen so far, but,
10 A. Raquetta Dotley. 10 you know, first time for everything.
11 Q. Have you ever deposed before? 11 Do you understand those instructions as
12 A. No. 12 well?
13 Q. So I'm going to go through some basics of 13 A. Yes.
14 how this will go. Even though we are in an 14 Q. Wonderful.
15 informal setting, this is a formal legal 15 Did you take any medication that affects
16 proceeding. 16 your memory?
17 Do you understand that you're obligated to 17 A. No.
18 answer my questions fully and truthfully just as 18 Q. Isthere any reason you can think of why
19 though you were testifying before a judge in a 19 you might not be able to give your best testimony
20 courtroom? 20 today?
21 A.  Yes. 21 A. No.
22 Q. Wonderful. 22 Q. What is your current job?
23 Some other ground rules. Please wait 23 A. lwork at -- I'm City Council
24 until | finish asking a question to answer, and 24 representative for the Chattanooga District 7.
25 1 will try and do the same. | will try not to 25 Q. Do you have another job as well?

Lexi tas - TENNESSEE S..
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Page 17
after the meeting?
A. Not that I recall.
Q. Did you take notes of this -- during this

meeting?

A. No.

Q. Did you notice if anyone else did?

A. No.

Q. Was this meeting open to the public?
A. No.

Q. Wasi it publicly noticed?

A. No.

Q. Do you know why it was not publicly

noticed or open to the public?

A. Yes. It was an information session. It
wasn't a public meeting.

Q. Was it decided at this meeting that staff
would meet with individual council members to go
over potential districts?

A. ldon'trecall. Idon't know.

Q. Do you recall if there was a presentation
made at the September 30th, 2021, meeting of the
Redistricting Committee?

A. Yes.

Q. Canyou take alook at that? Please take
your time.

Page 19
finished their redistricting?
A. We would come back and review this
information.
Q. How was it decided that the ad hoc
redistricting committee would wait for the County
before it proceeded?
A. Based on this, we also had to wait six
months to -- it was something with the rules with
this. According to the State, you have to have a
10 certain amount of time. You have to have --
11 Ithink it's like six months to review the
12 information as well. So between that and the
13 County, we thought we'd just wait.
14 Q. How was that decision made, though, that
15 the City Redistricting Committee would wait for
16 the County to finish its process first before it
17 proceeded?
18 A. It's the state law as far as we know. You
19 have to wait an amount of time. You can't just
20 do it.
21 Q. Right. So | understand that.
22 But they are two different things.
23 | wasn't there, though. One, you're saying there
24 is a state requirement that redistricting process
25 take six months; is that right?

OO ~NO UL, WNPE

O~NO O, WN PP
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A. (Reviews document.)
Q. Isthis the presentation that was given by
staff at the September 30th, 2021, meeting?
A. Yes.
Q. Could you turn to page 4?

MR. McADOO: And can we please mark
this as Exhibit 3.

(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 3.)
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. It's the one that says "Required Steps
from State Guide for Counties."

During the September meeting, which steps
had been either completed or were underway from
this list?

A. One and two.

Q. And then who was going to do -- was there
any decision or discussion regarding what was
going to happen next after that meeting, after
that meeting, after the September 30 meeting?
A. Yes.

Q. What was that discussion?

A. We were going to wait until the County
finished their -- finished their redistricting.
Q. What would happen after the County

Page 20

A. | believeit's a minimum of six months.
Q. And then you have a decision made by the
Redistricting Committee that you --

MR. ELLIOTT: | object to the form.
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. | believe your testimony was that the
Redistricting Committee decided to wait for the
County to -- before it proceeded?

MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form
10 there too. Lack of foundation.
11 MR. McADOO: Didn't she testify they
12 had decided that?
13 MR. ELLIOTT: She said it was
14 decided, but whether it was...
15 BY MR. McADOQOO:
16 Q. Who decided to wait for the County -- I'm
17 sorry, Sam. | didn't let you finish. I'm sorry.

O©CO~NOOUIA,WNPE

18 MR. ELLIOTT: That's okay.
19 THE WITNESS: It's a State
20 requirement. So they were going through their

21 process. It's aligned together. We have to
22 wait. There's no -- you have to wait at least
23 six months.

And the County was also doing theirs
so that's -- it was just aligned together, six
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after the meeting?
A. Not that I recall.
Q. Did you take notes of this -- during this

meeting?

A. No.

Q. Did you notice if anyone else did?

A. No.

Q. Was this meeting open to the public?
A. No.

Q. Wasi it publicly noticed?

A. No.

Q. Do you know why it was not publicly

noticed or open to the public?

A. Yes. It was an information session. It
wasn't a public meeting.

Q. Was it decided at this meeting that staff
would meet with individual council members to go
over potential districts?

A. ldon'trecall. Idon't know.

Q. Do you recall if there was a presentation
made at the September 30th, 2021, meeting of the
Redistricting Committee?

A. Yes.

Q. Canyou take alook at that? Please take
your time.
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before it proceeded?
A. Based on this, we also had to wait six
months to -- it was something with the rules with
this. According to the State, you have to have a
10 certain amount of time. You have to have --
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12 information as well. So between that and the
13 County, we thought we'd just wait.
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15 the City Redistricting Committee would wait for
16 the County to finish its process first before it
17 proceeded?
18 A. It's the state law as far as we know. You
19 have to wait an amount of time. You can't just
20 do it.
21 Q. Right. So | understand that.
22 But they are two different things.
23 | wasn't there, though. One, you're saying there
24 is a state requirement that redistricting process
25 take six months; is that right?
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A. (Reviews document.)
Q. Isthis the presentation that was given by
staff at the September 30th, 2021, meeting?
A. Yes.
Q. Could you turn to page 4?

MR. McADOO: And can we please mark
this as Exhibit 3.

(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 3.)
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. It's the one that says "Required Steps
from State Guide for Counties."

During the September meeting, which steps
had been either completed or were underway from
this list?

A. One and two.

Q. And then who was going to do -- was there
any decision or discussion regarding what was
going to happen next after that meeting, after
that meeting, after the September 30 meeting?
A. Yes.

Q. What was that discussion?

A. We were going to wait until the County
finished their -- finished their redistricting.
Q. What would happen after the County

Page 20

A. | believeit's a minimum of six months.
Q. And then you have a decision made by the
Redistricting Committee that you --

MR. ELLIOTT: | object to the form.
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. | believe your testimony was that the
Redistricting Committee decided to wait for the
County to -- before it proceeded?

MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form
10 there too. Lack of foundation.
11 MR. McADOO: Didn't she testify they
12 had decided that?
13 MR. ELLIOTT: She said it was
14 decided, but whether it was...
15 BY MR. McADOQOO:
16 Q. Who decided to wait for the County -- I'm
17 sorry, Sam. | didn't let you finish. I'm sorry.

O©CO~NOOUIA,WNPE

18 MR. ELLIOTT: That's okay.
19 THE WITNESS: It's a State
20 requirement. So they were going through their

21 process. It's aligned together. We have to
22 wait. There's no -- you have to wait at least
23 six months.

And the County was also doing theirs
so that's -- it was just aligned together, six
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1 months and the County was doing theirs. We

2 really didn't have any work to do.

3 BY MR. McADOO:

4 Q. Okay. So nothing to do -- the

5 Redistricting Committee had nothing to do until

6 the County was done is your testimony?

7 A. Wedidn't have anything to do based on

8 state law, minimum six months, which aligned with
9 what the County was doing. It is not separate.
10 It's the same thing.

11 Q. Ithink I may be confused then because

12 isn't the Hamilton County redistricting process

13 and the City of Chattanooga redistricting

14 processes independent?

15 A. Yes, they are independent.

16 Because we serve roughly the same

17 constituents you don't want to put people through
18 that with two different governmental groups.

19 So we have to wait six months so there was
20 no pointin us doing anything.

21 Q. Okay. Then let's move on to the next one.
22 When did the Redistricting Committee next meet?
23 MR. ELLIOTT: Back to page 7.

24 BY MR. McADOQO:

Page 23
1 itself, what do you recall from the December 2021
2 Redistricting Committee meeting?
3 A. Camein, and we did this presentation.
4 Q. Was there a discussion about the
5 presentation?

6 A. Within the meeting?
7 Q. Yeah.
8 A. Yes.

9 Q. What was discussed?

10 A. Reviewing of the rules, viewing of the
11 requirements, the process used. And that was
12 pretty much it. It was similar to the previous
13 meeting.

14 Q. Okay. | believe it's the seventh page.

15 If you could, take a look at that, which is the

16 second-to-last page. It's the one that has two
17 mapsonit.

18 On the left it's described as "current.”

19 Did you understand that to be the maps as they
20 were for council districts in December of 20217?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. And what's on the right?

23 A. That's -- it says "proposed draft."
24 Q. And who proposed that draft?

25 A. It was presented by staff.

25 Q. Yes. The dates, if you need to use the
Page 22
1 City's interrogatory responses to refresh your
2 recollection, please do so.
3 A. December 9th, 2021.
4 Q. And did you attend that meeting?
5 A. Yes.
6 Q. Was there a presentation by staff at that
7 meeting?
8 A. Yes.
9 Q. [I'mgoing to hand you another document.

10 Please take your time in reviewing. And this is
11 Number 4, or will be in a minute.

12 Go ahead and look at it first if you don't
13 mind, please.

14 A. (Reviews document.)

15 Q. Isthe document | just handed you the
16 presentation that was given to you by the staff
17 at the December 9th, 2021, Redistricting

18 Committee meeting?

19 A. Yes.

20 MR. McADOO: Please mark this as

21 Exhibit 4.

22 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked

23 Exhibit Number 4.)
24 BY MR. McADOQO:
25 Q. Before we get into the presentation

Page 24
1 Q. Wasit presented by staff at the behest of

2 the Redistricting Committee?

3 A. ldon'trecall.

4 Q. Had the Redistricting Committee instructed
5 the staff to prepare a draft?

6 A. ldon'trecall.

7 Q. Could you tell me who all was at the

8 meeting in December of 20217

9 A. lwill refer to this interrogatory.

10 Q. Do you need to refresh your recollection

11 with the interrogatory responses?

12 A. ldo.

13 According to this interrogatory, we had --

14 our city attorney at the time, O'Donnell; Chris

15 Anderson; Andrew Sivigny; Dela Rivera,

16 Councilperson Berz; myself, Councilwoman Dotley;
17 Councilman Ken Smith; Councilman Tim Hester; and
18 Tim Moreland.

19 Q. At this meeting did the staff in

20 attendance -- like Mr. Anderson, Mr. Sivigny --

21 tell the Redistricting Committee what they had

22 been doing on redistricting since your last

23 meeting?

24 A. ldon't--ldon't recall.

25 Q. Do you recall the staff or Dr. Berz
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5

Page 25

telling the rest of the Redistricting Committee

that they had met in November of redistricting?
A.
Q.

about what comes next in the redistricting

No.
So at this meeting was there discussion

6 process?

7 A.

Yes.

8 Q. What was discussed?

9 A.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Next, based on this proposed draft, staff
was going to meet with council members to do the

same presentation so that everyone was informed.
Q. How was it decided that staff would do

that?

A. |--ldon'trecall.

Q. Was there a vote by the members of the
Redistricting Committee?

A. No. We never voted in the meetings.

Q. Did Dr. Berz just decide it?

A. ldon'trecall.

Q. Was -- is there anything else about that

Page 27
1 A. Because there was a committee assigned to
2 get general information first.
3 Q. I'mgoing to give you another document.
4 Please take your time and review it. Then we'll
5 take it from there.

6 A. (Reviews document.) Okay.
7 Q. Could you tell me what this document is?
8 A. Yes. ltis aredistricting e-mail sent to

9 aconstituent.

10 Q. By whom?

11 A. By me, by Raquetta Dotley.

12 MR. McADOOQ: Could we mark this as
13 Exhibit 5.

14 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
15 Exhibit Number 5.)

16 BY MR. McADOQOQO:

17 Q. Iwantto fully understand what happened
18 in December.

19 In this e-mail which was sent in April of

20 2022, does it -- it says in the first paragraph,

21 meeting you recall? 21 somewhat what you've testified: "In regard to

22 A. No. 22 the redistricting process, the census data was

23 Q. Were there any other or were there -- so 23 released in August. And at that point a

24 you said staff -- you said there was a -- staff 24 committee was established to be educated on that

25 would meet -- an expectation that staff would 25 information. But the County was in their process
Page 26 Page 28

1 meet with individual council members. 1 so we waited until they were done to reconvene."

2 Were there any other instructions or 2 And that was the December meeting, right,

3 feedback provided to staff on what they should be 3 that you reconvened after the County had finished

4 doing next? 4 their process?

5 A. No, not that | recall. 5 A. Yes. The December 9th meeting, yes.

6 Q. Was there any discussion about what the 6 Q. "After the County passed their

7 Redistricting Committee would be doing next? 7 redistricting maps, we met again in December to

8 A. Yes. 8 review the previous information."

9 Q. Andwhat was that? 9 And then it says "At that meeting the

10 A. The next thing the Committee would do was | 10 Redistricting Committee asked the mayor's data

11 bring it to -- bring it to City Council, to the 11 team to create a proposed map that caused the

12 public -- either strategic planning or one of our 12 least amount of disruption, followed the law, and

13 agenda sessions for the same presentation. 13 aligned with the census. This information along

14 Q. Okay. So another presentation by staff? 14 with the proposed map was presented at the

15 A. With the same -- from this December 21st. 15 March 1st strategic planning meeting," which

16 It would be this presentation. 16 we'll get to in a minute.

17 Q. How was that decided? 17 Does -- that second-to-last sentence in

18 A. It was just decided that we -- that this 18 the paragraph that talks about what the

19 would be presented because it's information that | 19 Redistricting Committee asked the mayor's data

20 needed to be presented. 20 team to do, was that accurate?

21 Q. What was the purpose of the staff meetings 21 A. Yes.

22 with individual council members? 22 Q. How was it decided at the Redistricting

23 A. This presentation, to inform them. 23 Committee meeting in December that the mayor's

24 Q. Do you know why these presentations 24 data team would undertake these tasks, creating a

25 weren't initially done in a public meeting? 25 proposed map that caused the least amount of
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1 disruption, follow the law, and aligned with the

2 census?

3 A. Repeat your question.

4 Q. Sure. How was it decided that the tasks

5 described in the second-to-last sentence of that

6 paragraph would be undertaken by staff?

7 A. Itwas morein line with state -- state

8 law: to follow the law, align with the census,

9 and cause the least amount of disruption.

10 That was recommended. The State had a
11 page you could go to and see what -- you know,
12 some best practices. And so that was recommended
13 by the State as a best practice.

14 Q. Okay. And then within that process it

15 sounds like -- and correct me if I'm wrong --

16 that the Redistricting Committee didn't decide

17 itself that it was going to draw maps, but

18 instead delegated that task to the mayor's data

19 team to create the proposed map?

20 A. Thatis correct.

21 Q. Didyou ever give staff feedback on your

22 district, whether it's on the map that's in the

23 presentation from December or later map? Did you
24 ever give staff feedback on changes to your

25 district?

Page 31

1 MR. ELLIOTT: Okay. Because she just
2 said she didn't recall giving Chris feedback.
3 MR. McADOO: Right. Whoever it was.

4 She says she recalls giving some feedback to

5 someone.

6 BY MR. McADOO:

7 Q. What was the feedback that you provided?

8 A. Iwas glad about the proposed map and that
9 it made some of the neighborhoods whole instead
10 of splitting them down the middle.

11 Q. Letme justsee if by asking some

12 questions we might be able to kind of clarify

13 some things.

14 Do you remember if the feedback you gave
15 was to a member of staff?
16 A. ldon't.

17 Q. Wasitto -- sorry. Go ahead.

18 A. Ibelieveit was in a public meeting in

19 maybe our strategic planning or maybe the

20 public -- we had a public forum. So it may have
21 been one of those two.

22 Q. Okay. Butyou don't remember any other

23 details about the context or who was involved,

24 what medium it was in, other than it was possibly
25 a public meeting?

Page 30
1 MR. ELLIOTT: By "you," you mean her
2 personally?
3 MR. McADOO: Yes, sir.
4 THE WITNESS: Me personally give
5 feedback about my district?
6 BY MR. McADOO:
7 Q. Yeah.
8 A. Yes.
9 Q. And when did you do that?
10 A. I'mnot sure. I don't know when | did
11 that, but | know, yes, | did give some feedback.

=
N

Q. When did you do that -- not when did you
do that. Who did you give the feedback to?
A. It may have been in a public meeting.
I'll be honest. | don't recall.
Q. Did you ever have a phone call with Chris
Anderson about your district?
A. ldon'trecall.
Q. What was the feedback -- whatever the
feedback was that you provided, what was it?
MR. ELLIOTT: Let me -- wait.
MR. McADOO: What was the feedback
she gave to whoever she spoke to, whether in a
public meeting or otherwise, about District 7
changes.

NNNONNNNRRRRRRR
ORWNRPROOONO®O UMW

Page 32
1 A. No,ldon'tremember.
2 Q. Allright. Do you know when the next
3 meeting of the Redistricting Committee was?
4 A. 1will refer to this.
5 Q. Ifitwill refresh your recollection,
6 please do so, referring to the City's
7 interrogatory responses.
8 A. February 15th, 2022.
9 Q. Andwas this meeting open to the public?
10 A. No.
11 Q. Wasiit publicly noticed?
12 A. No, not as far as | know.
13 Q. Did you receive a presentation by staff at
14 the February 15th, 2022, Redistricting Committee
15 meeting?
16 A. Yes.
17 Q. Could you please take a look at this

18 document?

19 A. (Reviews document.)

20 Q. Isthe document I just handed you the

21 presentation that was given to the Redistricting
22 Committee on February 15th, 20227

23 A. Yes.

24 MR. McADOO: Could we please mark
25 this as Exhibit 6.
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1 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
2 Exhibit Number 6.)

3 BY MR. McADOOQO:

4 Q. Soyou've had a chance to look through

5 Exhibit 6?

6 A. Uh-huh.

7 Q. Great. What was discussed at the

8 February 15th, 2022, Redistricting Committee

9 meeting?

10 A. It was this presentation.

11 Q. Was there anything else discussed?

12 A. No.

13 Q. Let'slook at -- and my apologies.

14 There's no numbers on these pages. | think it's
15 page 6, the one that says "current changes."

16 A. Okay.

17 Q. Soitlooks like we've got a lot of

18 changes that staff is presenting to the

19 Redistricting Committee for the possible map,
20 redistricting map; is that right?

21 A. Yes, based on this.

22 Q. Did they explain why the changes were made
23 that are outlined here?

24 A. This was the presentation so this was --
25 explanation is on the presentation.

coO~NO O A~ WNBE

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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Q. Okay. So at the December meeting there
was a -- staff was tasked with meeting with
individual council members to go over their
districts, right?
A. Yes. Forinformation.
Q. Was there any discussion at the
February 15th, 2022, meeting about the content of
those meetings?

A. No.
Q. Let'slook at the maps. So the map on
this presentation is on the last page. | want to

focus on one that's relatively obvious. If we

could look at -- we're going to kind of juxtapose
Exhibit 4, which is the December meeting map, and
the map in February.

So the easiest one for me to read is
usually the one that is tasked "current
proposed," but we can look at the following page
if you prefer.

So the one that is easy as a
nonChattanoogan -- is that how folks in
Chattanooga refer to themselves?

A. Yes.
Q. I'm not a Chattanoogan, but one of the
easiest things for me to see is that in the

Page 34

Q. Sothere's no explanation as to the why of
the changes?
A. No. The explanation is on the
presentation.

MR. ELLIOTT: Process used.
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. Sorry. We're on current changes.

MR. ELLIOTT: Yeah. But she said
it's on the previous page, the explanation.
Didn't you just say that?

OCoO~NOUTAWNE

10

11 THE WITNESS: No.

12 MR. ELLIOTT: I'm sorry.

13 THE WITNESS: That's okay. | should
14 have put my hearing aids in.

15 MR. McADOQO: If I'm not speaking

16 clearly enough, please let me know.

17 MR. ELLIOTT: Yeah.

18 BY MR. McADOO:

19 Q. Sothey just kind of presented the changes
20 without explanation other than the prior page,

21 which is Districts 3 and 4 have room to decrease,
22 Districts 5 and 8 and 9 need to increase in

23 populations as two of the aspects of the process
24 used?

25 A. Yes, that's correct.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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proposed draft from December there's a -- the
very northernmost part appears to be in the
district to the right so -- that's in green?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Butinthe map on -- from February, that
area appears to be in what | understand to be
District 1; is that right?

A. Thenumbers aren't on here.

Q. They're not. Are you familiar with the
general layout of the district?

A. No. | know my district, District 7.

Q. Butthere's a change in color there,
right?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know, was it explained to you in

the map from December that northernmost part of
the city was in one district, but in the February
presentation it was in a different district?

A. No.

Q. And there is no explanation one way or the
other about that?

A. Yes. The explanation is we followed the
process according to state law.

Q. Then, if we're just following the process
according to state law, what was the point of
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having individual meetings with council members?
To inform them about state law.

That's it, just to inform them?
Yes. It's education and information.
There was no desire to get their feedback
n their district?

A. No. It's information and education.
8 Q. Okay. Atthe February 15th, 2022,
9 redistricting meeting what was decided as the
10 next step for the Redistricting Committee?
11 MR. ELLIOTT: Lack of foundation.

1

2 A.
3 Q.
4 A.
5 Q.
6 0
7

Page 39
A | believe so.

1A.

2 Q. Butthere was no meeting of just the

3 Redistricting Committee that was ever public; is
4 that right?

5 A. Notthat I recall.

6 Q. Have you ever served on a committee or
7 chaired a committee that never met in public

8 other than the Redistricting Committee?

9 A. Notthat I recall.

10 Q. Were there any instructions given to staff
11 atthe February 17th, 2022, meeting?

12 BY MR. McADOQOO: 12 A. Notthat | recall.

13 Q. You were at the meeting on February 15th. 13 Q. So the next step was just to have this

14 MR. ELLIOTT: But you're using a 14 presented to the council as a whole?

15 magic word. 15 A.  Yes.

16 MR. McADOO: Think? 16 Q. Allright. Forgive me if I've asked this

17 BY MR. McADOO: 17 already. Did you attend the March 1st, 2022,

18 Q. [I'lltry again and see if | -- | think 18 strategic planning session?

19 | may not be understanding what the magic word 19 A. Yes.

20 is. 20 Q. Was there a presentation by staff on

21 MR. ELLIOTT: "Decided." 21 redistricting at that meeting?

22 MR. McADOOQO: Oh, yeah, that magic 22 A. Check.

23 word. 23 Q. Ifyou need to refresh your recollection

24 BY MR. McADOQOQO: 24 with the interrogatory response, please do.

25 Q. What was the next step for the 25 A. (Reviews document.) Could you repeat your
Page 38 Page 40

1 Redistricting Committee? 1 question?

2 A. The next step. 2 Q. Was there a presentation by staff at the

3 Q. What was discussed as the next step, 3 March 1st, 2022, strategic planning meeting of

4 either one. 4 the City Council of Chattanooga?

5 MR. ELLIOTT: Well, "discussed" is a 5 A. Yes.

6 magic word too. 6 Q. Please take a look at the document I've

7 MR. McADOO: "Discussed" also has the 7 handed you, and take your time.

8 commonsense definition of talking between people. 8 A. (Reviews document.)

9 That's fine. I'll start again. 9 Q. Was this -- is this the presentation that

10 BY MR. McADOO:

11 Q. What was next for the Redistricting

12 Committee?

13 A.  From my understanding, that was the end of
14 the committee. It was going to strategic

15 planning.

16 Q. Who -- how was it decided it was going to

17 strategic planning?

18 A. Itwasn't anything else left but
19 education.
20 Q. Did the Redistricting Committee ever meet

21 in a public meeting?
22 A. Yes. Wediscussed itin, | believe,

was given by staff at that meeting?

11 A. Yes.

12 MR. McADOO: Could we please mark
13 this as Exhibit 7.

14 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
15 Exhibit Number 7.)

16 BY MR. McADOO:

17 Q. Was this presentation given as part of the
18 Redistricting Committee report at the strategic

planning meeting?

20 A. Yes.

Q. Was there -- let's go ahead and look at --
does it appear to you that the presentation given

23 strategic planning. | mean, we discussed it as a 23 on March 1st is the same presentation that was
24 committee in strategic planning. 24 given on February 15th to the Redistricting
25 Q. As acommittee report? 25 Committee?
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Page 51

1 A. NO, not rea”y, no. 1 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 Q. Whatdoes if[ appear to be? i STATE OF TENNESSEE
3 A.  What does it appear to be? 4 COUNTY OF HAM LTON
4 Q. Yeah. 5
5 A. It appears to be an e-mail. 6 I, MELISSA M SMTH, Licensed Court
6 Q An e-mail from whom? 7 Reporter, with offices in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
7 A. It says Untiedlaces@gmail.com, Helen Burns | 8 hereby certify that | reported the foregoing

9 deposition of RAQUETTA DOTLEY by machi ne shorthand
8 Sharp. 10 to the best of ny skills and abilities, and
9 Q. Sothat's the "who it's to." Who is it 11 thereafter the sane was reduced to typewitten
10 from? 12 formby ne. | amnot related to any of the
11 A. Oh, who is it from? 13 parti eZ naned herein, nor their couzsel, and have
12 Q The e_ma” at the top. 1;1 no i nterefst , hfi nanci a:d‘ or otherwise, in the
13 A. Oh’ from me, Raquetta DOtIey' 16 oo © Itfirfth:eielrF?fs' that in order for this
14 Q Does that refresh your recollection at all docunent to be considered Z true and correct copy,
15 that you received an e-mail from Ms. Sharp that 17 it nust bear ny original signature, and that any
16 you responded toin April 2022? unaut hori zed reproduction in whole or in part
17 A. No. 18 and/or transfer of this docunent is not
18 Q Do you have any recollection of alut hor i z?d, WI 11 lnot be consi dered authentic, and

19 will be in violation of Tennessee Code Annot at ed
19 downloading the documents that were provided by 39-14-149, Theft of Services.
22 'IZ\/IS. SEarp in this e-mail string? 22 @»5’5“"%

. 0. SEOUENG:
22 MR. McADOO: Can we go ahead and mark ;i : :
23 this as 10 just because we've talked about it, -
24 please. 24 LCR #
25 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 25
Page 50
1 Exhibit Number 10.)
2 MR. ELLIOTT: Really ought to be 10
3 for ID, but that's okay.
4 MR. McADOO: Can we do what we did
5 last time, have the room for 2 or 10 minutes?
6 And then we're probably going to be mostly done,
7 just a few kind of wrap-up questions.
8 (Short break.)
9 BY MR. McADOQO:
10 Q. Isthere any answer to my questions that
11 you'd like to change before we close the
12 deposition?
13 A. No.
14 Q. Isthere any information | asked you about
15 that you remember now that you didn't recall when
16 | asked you the question before?
17 A. No.
18 Q. Isthere anything you would like to
19 clarify of an answer you gave me?
20 A. No.
21 MR. McADOO: Okay. That's it. Thank
22 you. | appreciate your time.
23 FURTHER DEPONENT SAITH NOT
24 (WHEREUPON, the deposition was
25 concluded at 2:45 p.m.)
Lexitas - TENNESSEE 49. .51

(615) 595- 0073
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Redistricting
12/9/21




Agenda

e Requirements/Attorney Input

e Process Used

e Current Version
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Requirements

Equal distribution of voters (must meet 10% rule), meaning absolute
difference between max and min can’t be more than 10%

Per City Charter, must be completed 1 year before next election and
redistricting cannot take less than 6 months

3 of 9 Council Districts must be a certain percent minority
o From City Attorney’s Office, 50%+1 rule
o Minority may or may not mean non-white

Can’t write out incumbent
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Current Council Districts with 2020 Population

District Representative

4 Darrin Ledford

5/ Isaiah Hester

7 Raquetta Dotley
8 Anthony Byrd

9 Demetrus Coonrod

District
Pop

23538
17921

22435
17569

17541

Average

Pop

20195
20195

20195
20195

20195

Deviation

Black Alone g, ck Alone %
Pop

3790 16.1%

10847 60.5%

8670 38.6%

8545 48.6%

9701 55.3%
AR o A COR R TR DI
ChattaData

Two or More

Races
Populations

1485
1084

2079
1455

1013

Two or More

Races %

6.3%
6.0%

9.3%
8.3%

5.8%

Black Alone +
Two or More
Races %

22.4%
66.6%

47.9%
56.9%

61.1%



Process Used

1. Apply existing Council Boundaries to new Census Data
2. Considerations for changing boundaries

a. Districts 5, 8, and 9 need to increase in population

b. Districts 3, 4, and 7 have room to decrease

c. Use neighborhood boundary file as guidelines

d. Use arterial roadways and natural land features as guidelines

TR oon AR RO TR o
atfaData

OB




Deviation Black Alone
District Representative District Pop Deviation Percent Pop Black Alone % [Non White Non White %
1| Chip Henderson 19,476 -646 96.68% 1,320 6.78% 3,528 18.11%
2|Jenny Hill 20,062 -60 99.70% 1,516 7.56% 3,971 19.79%
3|Ken Smith 19,505 -617 96.84% 1,788 9.17% 4,363 22.37%
4|Darrin Ledford 20,807 685 103.29% 3,359 16.14% 7,366 35.40%
5|lsaiah Hester 19,950 -172 99.14% 11,711 58.70% 13,642 68.38%
6|Carol Berz 20,417 295 101.44% 5,538 27.12% 9,320 45.65%
7|Raquetta Dotley 20,224 102 100.50% 8,303 41.06% 12,562 62.11%
8|Anthony Byrd 20,304 182 100.90% 10,355 51.00% 14,114 69.51%
9|Demetrus Coonrod 20,354 232 101.14% 10,546 51.81% 13,256 65.13%




Current Proposed Draft
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Let’s look at the map!

Chattanooga Redistricting Map

More Info v/

| | )
| Q search ’ \

|

Chattanooga Proposed New Council Distri)

Neighborhood Associations

Current City Council

Kimball

@lne Soutr{

[_ Plttsbl.ﬂ;g New Hope
+

3

£ Map \ B Summary Table

Soddy-Daisy

Cart

DRPTED

OB

o

Cleveland -

Legend A

(
© Mapbox © OpenStreetMap Improve this map
View Source Dats


https://internal.chattadata.org/dataset/Chattanooga-Redistricting-Map/syi5-uy64
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City Council of
Chattanooga Redistricting

Presented on 4/12/22



Agenda

e Data Inconsistencies and why
e Updates to proposed map table of values

e Updates to proposed map



Data Inconsistencies

State initially provided a tool incompatible with City software, had to
use State’s second tool they offered

Second tool provided by the State Comptroller and created by Esri,
major mapping software provider

Total population was correct and matched 2020 Census results

Upon further investigation, found Total Black Population to be
inconsistent and overstated Black Population by 1,747

State has taken the tool down and currently in talks with Esri to get
the tool back up to examine inconsistencies

OPMOD used different tool to slightly shift proposed districts to
meet redistricting standards



Proposed Changes

e Districts 1,2,3,4,5,6 saw no changes to proposed districts

e District 7,8,9 changes are as follows:
o Northeast corner of E 38th and Central moves from 7 to 8
o Fort Cheatham area between Dodds and Westside Drive

moves from 9 to 8
o 3 blocks near Dodson and Wilder moves from 9 to 8



Deviation Black Alone White
District Representative |District Pop |Deviation Percent Pop Black Alone % |Population White %
1|Chip Henderson 19,493 -629 96.77% 1,066 5.47% 16,284 83.54%
2|Jenny Hill 19,193 -929 95.16% 1,493 7.78% 15,732 81.97%
3|Ken Smith 20,395 273 101.34% 1,598 7.84% 15,952 78.22%
4|Darrin Ledford 20,807 685 103.29% 3,146 15.12% 13,731 65.99%
5|Isaiah Hester 19,881 -241 98.79% 11,552 58.11% 6,432 32.35%
6|Carol Berz 20,417 295 101.44% 5,376 26.33% 11,444 56.05%
7|Raquetta Dotley 20,817 695 103.34% 8,116 38.99% 8,289 39.82%
8|Marvene Noel 20,353 231 101.13% 10,200 50.12% 6,660 32.72%
Demetrus
9|Coonrod 19,743 -379 98.08% 10,143 51.38% 7,061 35.76%
Total Per Redistricting Data 181,099 52,690 29.09% 101,585 56.09%
Chattanooga Total Per Census 181,099 52,690 29.09% 101,585 56.09%




Black Alone Pop

Black Alone Pop

White Pop Change

District Representative Change White Pop Change |Change Percent Percent
1|Chip Henderson -223 -1,384 -17.3% -7.8%
2|Jenny Hill 139 -628 10.3% -3.8%
3|Ken Smith -1,515 37 -48.7% 0.2%
4|Darrin Ledford -593 -1,182 -15.9% -7.9%
5|Isaiah Hester 697 1,336 6.4% 26.2%
6|Carol Berz -40 288 -0.7% 2.6%
7|Raquetta Dotley -554 -640 -6.4% -1.2%
8|Marvene Noel 1,655 793 19.4% 13.5%
9|Demetrus Coonrod 434 1,380 4.5% 24.3%




Changes on Map




Changes on Map
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5/23/23, 10:34 AM

City's Responses to RFP 07/17/2023 000199

No subject

cberz@chattanooga.gov Carol Berz Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 12:50:36 PM Eastern Standard Time
To: cchenderson@chattanooga.gov Chip Henderson

Chair - Redistricting Committee met this morning. As part of the process each of our Council members will have an individual session with the
data people to be educated about the latest iteration of the district map. Tried to call you - if you have any questions, please let me know. - CBB

https://ediscovery.google.com/discovery/DisplayMessage?m=c224662e-73e9-4d27-ad5e-909e57b0d7a7&at=ACD7onox1ivcEJi8JthdQWNylljAgRZ-h...  1/1
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,
V.

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City

Council,

No. 22-0902
and

Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith, Darrin
Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B. Berz, Raquetta
Dotley, Marvene Noel, and Demetrus Coonrod,
in their official capacity as members of the
Chattanooga City Council,

Defendants.

DEFENDANT KEN SMITH’S RESPONSES TO PLAINTIFE’S FIRST SET OF
INTERROGATORIES

Pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 26 and 33, Defendant Ken Smith hereby responds to the
First Set of Interrogatories directed to him.

1. Identify all persons who assisted or participated in the preparation of answers to
these interrogatories. If more than one person participated, identify which answers were prepared
by which persons.

ANSWER: Mr. Smith responded to each of the interrogatories. He was assisted by

counsel, Philip A. Noblett, City Attorney, Kathryn McDonald, Assistant City Attorney,
Sam D. Elliott, Special Counsel.

2. Identify every change to the Proposed Map from September 22, 2021 to May 3,
2022 and for each such change, describe when the change was made, who was involved in deciding

to make the change, and why the change was made.



ANSWER: [ would not personally have that detailed information and would in any event

obtain it from Chris Anderson and other City staff. Accordingly, please see the information

provided in response to this same Interrogatory No. 2 in Defendants the City of

Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of

Interrogatories.

B2 Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, of the Redistricting Committee and for each such meeting, gathering or
oral communication, identify who was in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom,
describe where or how the meeting, gathering or oral communication took place, and describe the
duration of the meeting, gathering, or oral communication.

ANSWER: The information that I would have would be subsumed in the response to this

same Interrogatory No. 3 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City

Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories. I attended only the

September 30, 2021 meeting and the February 15, 2022 meeting. At the September

meeting, we received information as to the effect of the new census and its relationship to

redistricting and the applicable law. The meeting was less than an hour. At the February

15 meeting, we were shown an example map and were told how the districts resulted from

the census data. It was specifically discussed that there would be individual meetings.

4, Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, between you and the Executive Staff related to the Redistricting Process
and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who was involved or in
attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the duration of the meeting
or gathering.

ANSWER: [ had an individual meeting with Chris Anderson and possibly Andrew

Sevigny on December 14, 2021. As I recall, the meeting lasted approximately 30 minutes

and related to how the proposed map affected my district.

S. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual

meetings or gatherings, between you and other members of the City Council related to the

Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who



was in involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the

duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.
ANSWER: I attended two meetings of the Redistricting Committee as detailed in
response to Interrogatory No. 3. T also attended the meetings of the City Council as detailed
in the answer to Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga and the
Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories. I do not
have independent recollection separate from the minutes and the videos of the attendance,
discussion, participants, and duration of these meetings, which I believe to be accurate

representations of the same. [ did not have undisclosed meetings with other members of
the City Council.

6. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gathering, between you and one or more members of the public related to the
Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who
was involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the
duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.

ANSWER: [ recall being present for the public comments offered during the meetings

detailed in in the answer to Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga and

the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories. I had
no other contacts with the public.

7. Describe all facts that you claim support your laches defense.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 7 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.

8. Identify all persons having knowledge of discoverable facts pertinent to the
allegations in the Complaint in this case and for each person identified describe what knowledge
they hold.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 8 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.



Oath

State of Tennessee

County of Hamilton:
I ’J;ASWL.“PL\ , after first being duly swormn according to law, make oath that the
above responses to the Interrogatories propoundedl by Plaintiff are true to the best of my

knowledge, information and belief.

KEN SMITH
Sworn to a%e subscribed before me \\\\\\\\\“""Mm ",
this the [N day of July, 2023. & WeOLE o ;’g
S .8,z
F J 'g‘qu "'._é:é =
= 55, /3 B =
4 - N i =
Notary Public at'Large =3 p"’O;,q?Seg PO
My commission expires: 2% QY & §F
% Sl b N
% (& Pl ‘S'\

LTI



Respectfully submitted,

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

By WNON‘D/QQ

PHILLIP A. NOBLETT — BPR #10074

City Attorney

KATHRYN C. McDONALD - BPR #30950
Assistant City Attorney

100 E. 11™ Street, Suite 200

Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 643-8250 — Telephone

(423) 643-8255 — Facsimile

GEARHISER, PETERS, E

B

y:

AAM D. ELLIOTT — BPR #9431
320 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 756-5171 — Telephone
(423) 266-1605 — Facsimile

Attorneys for Defendants



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that the undersigned has this day served a true and correct copy of the
foregoing pleading by depositing same in the United States mail, postage prepaid, and addressed
to the following:

Mr. Paul R. McAdoo

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press
6688 Nolensville Road, Suite 108-20

Brentwood, TN 37027

This Ft'“’Jay of July, 2023.

MMM
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,
V.

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City
Council,

No. 22-0902
and

Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith, Darrin
Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B. Berz, Raquetta
Dotley, Marvene Noel, and Demetrus Coonrod,
in their official capacity as members of the
Chattanooga City Council,

Defendants.

DEFENDANT CHIP HENDERSON’S RESPONSES TO PLAINTIFFE’S FIRST SET OF
INTERROGATORIES

Pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 26 and 33, Defendant Chip Henderson hereby responds to

the First Set of Interrogatories directed to him.

1. Identify all persons who assisted or participated in the preparation of answers to
these interrogatories. If more than one person participated, identify which answers were prepared
by which persons.

ANSWER: Mr. Henderson responded to each of the interrogatories. He was assisted
by counsel, Philip A. Noblett, City Attorney, Kathryn McDonald, Assistant City
Attorney, Sam D. Elliott, Special Counsel.

2. Identify every change to the Proposed Map from September 22, 2021 to May 3,

2022 and for each such change, describe when the change was made, who was involved in deciding

to make the change, and why the change was made.



ANSWER: I would not personally have that detailed information and would in any event
obtain it from Chris Anderson and other City staff. = Accordingly, please see the
information provided in response to this same Interrogatory No. 2 in Defendants the City
of Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of
Interrogatories.

3. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, between you and the Executive Staff related to the Redistricting Process
and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who was involved or in
attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the duration of the meeting
or gathering.

ANSWER: I believe I met with Chris Anderson, a member of the Executive Staff, on

January 11, 2022. The meeting lasted for less than an hour. We discussed the boundary

of my district, and I objected to the proposal as presented. The next map I saw addressed

my concerns.

4. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, between you and other members of the City Council related to the
Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who
was in involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the
duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.

ANSWER: [ attended the meetings of the City Council as detailed in the answer to

Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City

Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories. I do not have independent

recollection separate from the minutes and the videos of the attendance, discussion,

participants, and duration of these meetings, which I believe to be accurate representations
of the same. I did not have undisclosed meetings with other members of the City Council.
5. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual

meetings or gathering, between you and one or more members of the public related to the

Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who



was involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the
duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.

ANSWER: [ recall being present for some or all of the public comments offered during
the meetings detailed in in the answer to Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants the City of
Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of
Interrogatories. Sometime in the winter of 2022, I went to neighborhood association
meetings in Lookout Valley and Hill City. At Lookout Valley, there was a small amount
of redistricting discussion, but since the neighborhood was not affected, there was little
interest. I do not recall with whom I might have had that discussion. At Hill City, the
discussion related to the anticipated move of the area to District 2 and the logic of the move.
I recall the association’s president, Grant Zeimet requesting that the map be forwarded to
him for the purpose of dissemination among his members. He later copied me on his e-
mail to them with the map. Ido not recall the particulars of other discussions or who would
have spoken.

6. Describe all facts that you claim support your laches defense.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 7 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.

7. Identify all persons having knowledge of discoverable facts pertinent to the
allegations in the Complaint in this case and for each person identified describe what knowledge
they hold.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 8 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.



Oath

State of Tennessee
County of Hamilton:

L \ . Jaﬁe) first being duly sworn according to law, make oath that the
above responses to the Interrogatories propounded by Plaintiff are true to the best of my
knowledge, information and belief.

CHIP HENDERSON

subscribed before me
day of July, 2023.

Notary PuBfic at Large / ,éj
My commission expires: M 0 ?

"

! TENNESSEE |

-
Z
=
2
Z
=
i =
NOTARY : £
F
~
g

=

KT



Respectfully submitted,

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

o b O D

PHILLIP A. NOBLETT — BPR #10074

City Attorney

KATHRYN C. McDONALD — BPR #30950
Assistant City Attorney

100 E. 11" Street, Suite 200

Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 643-8250 — Telephone

(423) 643-8255 — Facsimile

By;

/'SAM D. ELLIOTT — BPR #9431
320 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 756-5171 — Telephone
(423) 266-1605 — Facsimile

Attorneys for Defendants



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that the undersigned has this day served a true and correct copy of the
foregoing pleading by depositing same in the United States mail, postage prepaid, and addressed
to the following:

Mr. Paul R. McAdoo
The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

6688 Nolensville Road, Suite 108-20
Brentwood, TN 37027

This ‘ ]‘v/:ay of July, 2023.

w0 U
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CHATTANOOGA PUBLISHING COMPANY
VS

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, et al.

CHIP HENDERSON
September 07, 2023

&EXITASW

Lexitas Legal TENNESSEE | 1015 Avery Park Dr| Smyrna, TN 37167 | (615) 595-0073|
tn.scheduling@lexitaslegal.com
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Page 7

1 *okox 1 other than that we'll take a break for whatever
2 CHIP HENDERSON, 2 we need to.
3 was called as a witness, and after having been duly 3 And your attorneys may object. Unless
4 sworn, testified as follows: 4 they object on privilege, the expectation is that
5 5 you will still answer the question. So you may
6 EXAMINATION 6 hear something like "object to the form." That's
7 BY MR. McADOO: 7 mostly for me. And you're expected to still
8 Q. Good morning. 8 answer the question. | may rephrase the question
9 A. Good morning. 9 or ask the question again. But if it's an
10 Q. Could you please state your full name for 10 objection to form or any objection that's not
11 the record? 11 privilege, then the expectation is that you will
12 A. Jason Chipaire Henderson. 12 answer it. And | don't think either of your
13 Q. What do you go by? 13 Council will disagree with that instruction.
14 A. Chip. 14 Any questions about that?
15 Q. Have you ever been deposed before? 15 A. |do not have any.
16 A. |have. 16 Q. Thank you. Did you take any medication
17 Q. How many times? 17 that affects your memory?
18 A. Twice that | can remember. 18 A. No, not to my knowledge. And | do take
19 Q. What kind of cases were they? 19 medication.
20 A. We had the council clerk sue us one time 20 Q. Aslong as it's not something that affects
21 for -- well, I don't know for what, but, anyway, 21 your memory.
22 | had to give a deposition in that. 22 Is there any reason you can think of of
23 And then we had a land -- well, zoning 23 why you may not be able to give your best
24 dispute case with James Pratt. 24 testimony today?
25 Q. So none of them were Open Meetings cases? | 25 A. No, no reason.
Page 6 Page 8

1 A. No. 1 Q. What do you do for work?
2 Q. [I'll go through the ground rules to start 2 A. General contractor.
3 with. Even though we are in an informal setting, 3 Q. How long have you been doing that?
4 this is a formal legal proceeding. 4 A. Since 1990.
5 A. Sure. 5 Q. What company?
6 Q. You understand that you're obligated to 6 A. Henderson Construction Company.
7 answer my questions fully and truthfully, just as 7 Q. Do you own that?
8 though you were testifying before a judge in a 8 A. Yes.
9 courtroom? 9 Q. How long have you been in your position as
10 A. Yes. 10 a member of the Chattanooga City Council?
11 Q. Other ground rules. Please wait until | 11 A. 2013.
12 finish asking a question to answer, and | will 12 Q. Have you been reelected?
13 certainly try and do the same for you when you're | 13 A. 1have.
14 answering. 14 Q. Would that have been --
15 Please answer clearly and audibly so the 15 A. 2017 and 20 -- four years from 2017.
16 court reporter can take down your response. 16 2021.
17 Don't nod your head or shake your head in 17 Q. Great. Have you ever been chair of the
18 response, for example. 18 city council?
19 If you don't understand a question, let me 19 A. | have.
20 know, and I'll either repeat it or rephrase it, 20 Q. When was that?
21 try to make sure we are on the same page. 21 A. 2014. I've been chair three times. 2014.
22 If you need a break at any point in the 22 Then elected in -- | know 2021 so maybe 2020.
23 deposition, just let me know. | do ask that you 23 Whatever the year the pandemic was. When
24 do finish answering the question that's on the 24 was the pandemic?
25 table if we're in the middle of a question, but 25 Q. 2020.
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Handing you another document. This one,

1
2 do you recognize this document?

3 A. |do, and I doremember helping, | guess,

4 answer some of these questions and reviewing this
5 particular document.

6 Q. Okay. Soyou did assist in the

7 preparation of the answers found in Exhibit 2?

8 A. Yes.

9 MR. McADOO: Can we mark this as
10 Exhibit 2, please.
11 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as

12 Exhibit Number 2.)

13 BY MR. McADOOQO:

14 Q. Asyou're hopefully aware, this case is

15 about the City's redistricting process that was

16 completed, | believe, in May of 2022.

17 How did the -- that redistricting process

18 for City Council begin?

19 A. Ireally cannot -- I mean, | don't have

20 any recollection of how it began, what started
21 the conversation. | guess | had a general

22 knowledge that we would have to redistrict by the
23 next election.

24 Q. And you were chair in September of 2021;
25 is that correct?

OO ~NO Ul WNPE

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 15

A. | met with Chris Anderson, that | can
remember, one time in my office.

Q. Do you remember when that was?

A. | think there was a date identified
somewhere in these answers.

Q. Ifit will refresh your recollection, feel
free to look at the interrogatories.

| believe -- look at either of the
interrogatories that are exhibits.

A. Itlooks like that identified that | met

with Chris Anderson on January 11th, 2022.
Q. Besides that -- and that was an in-person
meeting?

A. That was in person.

Q. Did you ever have any phone calls, Zooms,
or any other types of interactions with staff
regarding redistricting outside of otherwise
properly noticed public meetings, other than that
meeting on January 11th?

A. |remember seeing an e-mail that Kerry
Hays, which was, | believe, the chief of staff at
that time, who -- | think the e-mail basically
stated they could provide some information.

| don't even know what the date was on that, but
that's the only other recollection that | have

Page 14
| believe, yes.

. Did you appoint an ad hoc Redistricting
ommittee to begin the redistricting process?

. Yes, I did.

. What did you hope the Redistricting

ommittee would do regarding redistricting?

. So, to be fair, | don't even remember what
| charged the ad hoc committee to do. I'm

9 confident that we discussed this in our strategic
10 plannings, and there should be some minutes about
11 what I charged them to do.

12 Q. My apologies for the delay.

13 We're going to come back to that line of

14 questions in part because it's either going to

15 require me to get another document, because | did
16 not anticipate you would not remember that,

17 and/or access to the internet, which | can either

18 use on my phone or with a laptop too, show you
19 video. So we're going to come back to that.

20 That may result in us taking a break and me going
21 to my client's offices to do so.

22 Did you -- so let's move forward from the

23 creation of the Redistricting Committee and talk
24 about did you ever meet individually with the

25 staff about redistricting?

1A
2Q
3C
4 A
5Q
6 C
7 A
8
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with the staff, any kind of meeting.
Q. Do you know if that e-mail has been
produced in discovery?

MR. ELLIOTT: | assume. We produced

all the e-mails that we could find relative to
the redistricting process.

MR. McADOQOO: | don't recall anything

from someone called Kerry Hays, but I'll take a
look.

MR. NOBLETT: His name is K-E-R-R-Y,
so Kerry Hayes.
MR. McADOO: H-A-Y-E-S, or just "S"?
MR. NOBLETT: Just"S," | believe.
MR. McADOO: Thank you.
BY MR. McADOQOO:
Q. Was your meeting on January 11th, 2022 --
who was in that meeting?
A. Just Chris and myself.
Q. "Chris" being Chris Anderson?
A. Chris Anderson.
Q. Thank you. Was your meeting with
Mr. Anderson on January 11th at the behest of the
Redistricting Committee?
A. ldon'trecall it being at their request.
Q. Did you keep notes regarding the meeting?

Lexitas -
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Page 17
No.
Did Mr. Anderson?
| don't remember him keeping notes, no.
How did the meeting go with Mr. Anderson
on January 11th, 2022? What did you discuss?
A. Hedid produce a map at that point.
| looked at the map. Itold him | had some
problems with the map.
9 Q. What problems did you have with the map?
10 A. Part of my Hixson district that had
11 just -- I don't know how to describe it, but just
12 came in to District 1 in 2013 was removed, and
13 I felt like that was sort of battening them
14 around. Ididn't -- 1 didn't feel comfortable
15 with taking them back out of District 1 after
16 they were just brought into District 1 in 2013.
17 And I told him I had concerns about that.
18 Q. Whose district was it going into in the
19 map you saw?

1 A.
2 Q.
3 A.
4 Q.
5
6
7
8

20 A. ldon't remember.

21 Q. I'mgoing to show you a document. It's
22 entitled "Redistricting 12/9/21."

23 And really my focus is -- well, have you
24 seen this document before?

Page 19

1 the colored graphics?

2 A. Okay.

3 Q. And your -- District 1 is the kind of

4 light blue, almost lavender color on the left; is

5 that correct?

6 A. The peach color. Oh, which map are you
7 on?

8 Q. May I see the exhibit?

9 A. (Passes document.)

10 Q. (Reviews document.)

11 A. Ithink there is one more past the page.
12 Is that the one you want me to look at?

13 Q. Actually, we can look at either one.

14 Let's look at the one on the prior page first.
15 Let's go back to that.

16 So that very northern part -- you're

17 right. On this map District 1 is peach on the
18 far left, correct?

19 A. That's right.

20 Q. Isthe area you objected to losing from
21 District 1, which you described as the Hixson
22 district, is that the area at the far northern

23 part that's now in green?

24 A. From looking at this map, that's what

25 A. ldon't remember it. 25 | believe, that that would be correct. So the
Page 18 Page 20
1 Okay. | do remember seeing a document peach in the far northern corner turns to green,

2 that looked similar to "Current Council Districts
3 with 2020 Population."”

4 Q. And then could you take a look at -- do

5 you recognize the map on the last page of this

6 document?

7 A. (Reviews document.)

8 Q. Do yourecognize it?

9 A. Do lrecognize it?

10 | do not specifically remember -- | mean,

11 | recognize that it's a map of the district.

12 MR. McADOQO: Let's go ahead and mark
13 this as Exhibit 3, and then let's talk about the

14 map a little bit more.

15 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
16 Exhibit Number 3.)

17 MR. NOBLETT: Off the record.

18 (Off-the-record discussion.)

19 BY MR. McADOQO:

20 Q. So we've marked this as Exhibit 3 now.
21 My question is: Does this map look
22 similar to or is it the map you saw in your

23 January 11th meeting with Chris Anderson?
24 A. Icould not be sure.
25 Q. Canyou look at the most northern part of

1

2 and that's what | objected to.

3 Q. Okay. And that's what | wanted to ask

4 about.

5 Whose district is that green district, or

6 what district is that?

7 A. That would be Ken Smith's district.

8 Q. Isthat District 2?

9 A. 3

10 Q. Did Mr. Anderson communicate to you any
11 information from Mr. Smith regarding the Hixson
12 district that you objected to being removed from
District 1?

14 A. Repeat that.

15 Q. Absolutely. Did Mr. Anderson tell you if

he had spoken to Mr. Smith about the changes to
17 District 1 and District 3?

18 A. No.

19 Q. What -- do you remember close to exactly
what you told Mr. Anderson in particular?

21 A. Alllremember is objecting to losing that
portion because they had just come online in
2013.

24 Q. Did you instruct Mr. Anderson to make that
change, to change the --
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A. ldidn'tinstruct him to do anything.
I told him I could not support -- well, let me
put it this way.

I'm sure | told him | couldn't support the
map or at least | had objections to the map as it
was proposed.

Q. Was it your expectation that Mr. Anderson
would take that information back to the
Redistricting Committee?

A. ldon't know that | had an expectation,
other than letting him know that | objected to
the -- to that particular map.

Q. What was your understanding of

Mr. Anderson's role in the redistricting process?
A. It was my understanding that he was
helping facilitate the ad hoc committee with
data.

Q. Was this the type of data that you thought
Mr. Anderson was helping the ad hoc Redistricting
Committee facilitate, the objections from council
members?

A. Repeat that question.

Q. Didyou -- you said that your

understanding of Mr. Anderson's role was that he
was helping facilitate data for the ad hoc

Page 23
1 number of residents in the city and then what

2 each district would be composed of.

3 Q. If Mr. Anderson's role was simply data and
4 making sure the districts were relatively equal

5 in size, why did he meet with you about

6 redistricting individually?

7 A. To show methe map.

8 Q. Juston his own, just like, "Hey, we have

9 a map, thought we'd show it to you"?

10 A. lcan't--1can't speak for why

11 Mr. Anderson did what he did. All I know is |
12 met with Mr. Anderson about this map.

13 Q. And -- okay.

14 So just to confirm, the map on the

15 second-to-last page of Exhibit 3 that is on the
16 right, is that the map that Mr. Anderson showed
17 you?

18 A. Ican't be certain that this is the very

19 map that he showed me, but what | objected to was
20 losing that portion in green.

21 Q. The most northern portion in green?

22 A. The most northern portion.

23 Q. Okay. And that map reflects --

24 A. That map does reflect a change in that

25 northernmost portion.
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Redistricting Committee, correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Was the type of data that you expected
Mr. Anderson or thought Mr. Anderson would help
facilitate for the ad hoc Redistricting Committee
information from council members about changes to
their district and their thoughts on those
changes?

MR. NOBLETT: Objection to form.

MR. McADOO: Compound?

MR. NOBLETT: Yes.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. So there's two
questions wrapped up in there, right?
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. Yes.
A. One, | don't really know that | had any
expectations of what Mr. Anderson was -- was
actually going to produce or help with other than
collect -- you know, like | said, collect data.

We had to -- it's my understanding that we
had to make sure that each district had to have
relatively the same number of constituents in
each district and that Mr. Anderson would help
with that, compiling those numbers.

So, number one, we had to have a total of

Page 24
1 Q. Canyou turn to the next page? Does that

2 map also reflect the change you objected to

3 regarding the northernmost portion of District 1?

4 A. Itdoes look like this map has that

5 northernmost portion in District 3 instead of

6 District 1.

7 Q. Thank you.

8 Did you have -- you didn't tell

9 Mr. Anderson to do anything about your objection?
10 A. 1did not.

11 Q. Did you ever discuss your objection that

12 you raised in your meeting with Chris Anderson on
13 January 11th in a properly noticed public

14 meeting?

15 A. It's my understanding that | never had to
16 have a public notice to meet with staff.

17 Q. I'msorry. I'm not -- that's -- that

18 wasn't what | was asking so I'll try and

19 rephrase.

20 You raised an objection in an individual
21 meeting with Mr. Anderson, correct?

22 A. ldid.

23 Q. Did you ever raise that objection in a

24 public meeting of the City Council, a properly
25 noticed public meeting of the City Council?
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A. ldidn'tinstruct him to do anything.
I told him I could not support -- well, let me
put it this way.

I'm sure | told him | couldn't support the
map or at least | had objections to the map as it
was proposed.

Q. Was it your expectation that Mr. Anderson
would take that information back to the
Redistricting Committee?

A. ldon't know that | had an expectation,
other than letting him know that | objected to
the -- to that particular map.

Q. What was your understanding of

Mr. Anderson's role in the redistricting process?
A. It was my understanding that he was
helping facilitate the ad hoc committee with
data.

Q. Was this the type of data that you thought
Mr. Anderson was helping the ad hoc Redistricting
Committee facilitate, the objections from council
members?

A. Repeat that question.

Q. Didyou -- you said that your

understanding of Mr. Anderson's role was that he
was helping facilitate data for the ad hoc

Page 23
1 number of residents in the city and then what

2 each district would be composed of.

3 Q. If Mr. Anderson's role was simply data and
4 making sure the districts were relatively equal

5 in size, why did he meet with you about

6 redistricting individually?

7 A. To show methe map.

8 Q. Juston his own, just like, "Hey, we have

9 a map, thought we'd show it to you"?

10 A. lcan't--1can't speak for why

11 Mr. Anderson did what he did. All I know is |
12 met with Mr. Anderson about this map.

13 Q. And -- okay.

14 So just to confirm, the map on the

15 second-to-last page of Exhibit 3 that is on the
16 right, is that the map that Mr. Anderson showed
17 you?

18 A. Ican't be certain that this is the very

19 map that he showed me, but what | objected to was
20 losing that portion in green.

21 Q. The most northern portion in green?

22 A. The most northern portion.

23 Q. Okay. And that map reflects --

24 A. That map does reflect a change in that

25 northernmost portion.
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Redistricting Committee, correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Was the type of data that you expected
Mr. Anderson or thought Mr. Anderson would help
facilitate for the ad hoc Redistricting Committee
information from council members about changes to
their district and their thoughts on those
changes?

MR. NOBLETT: Objection to form.

MR. McADOO: Compound?

MR. NOBLETT: Yes.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. So there's two
questions wrapped up in there, right?
BY MR. McADOO:
Q. Yes.
A. One, | don't really know that | had any
expectations of what Mr. Anderson was -- was
actually going to produce or help with other than
collect -- you know, like | said, collect data.

We had to -- it's my understanding that we
had to make sure that each district had to have
relatively the same number of constituents in
each district and that Mr. Anderson would help
with that, compiling those numbers.

So, number one, we had to have a total of
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1 Q. Canyou turn to the next page? Does that

2 map also reflect the change you objected to

3 regarding the northernmost portion of District 1?

4 A. Itdoes look like this map has that

5 northernmost portion in District 3 instead of

6 District 1.

7 Q. Thank you.

8 Did you have -- you didn't tell

9 Mr. Anderson to do anything about your objection?
10 A. 1did not.

11 Q. Did you ever discuss your objection that

12 you raised in your meeting with Chris Anderson on
13 January 11th in a properly noticed public

14 meeting?

15 A. It's my understanding that | never had to
16 have a public notice to meet with staff.

17 Q. I'msorry. I'm not -- that's -- that

18 wasn't what | was asking so I'll try and

19 rephrase.

20 You raised an objection in an individual
21 meeting with Mr. Anderson, correct?

22 A. ldid.

23 Q. Did you ever raise that objection in a

24 public meeting of the City Council, a properly
25 noticed public meeting of the City Council?
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A. Oh, |l can't be sureif | did.

Q. Let's go back to Exhibit 2, which is your
interrogatory responses, and look at your
interrogatory response to Question Number 3.

The last sentence, could you read the last
sentence of your response to that or read the
whole answer to me, please?

A. "l believe | met with Chris Anderson, a

9 member of the executive staff on January 11,

10 2022. The meeting lasted for less than an hour.
11 We discussed the boundary of my district, and

O~NO O~ WNPF
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Page 27
address the concern you had that you told
Mr. Anderson on January 11th, 2022?
A. ltdoes.
Q. Okay. Can we just go back a couple pages?
| just want to understand a little more about the
pages.

They're not numbered. My apologies. This
is the one starts with "proposed major changes."
A. Okay.

Q. Soitsays here "Districts 1, 2, 3 shifted
together in a clockwise for direction."

12 | objected to the proposal as presented. The 12 A. Okay.
13 next map | saw addressed my concerns." 13 Q. If I was to look on the map that's on the
14 Q. Isthat answer still accurate? 14 final page, where would the Pine Hill and
15 A. That's correct. 15 Northmont Estates areas be that were moving into
16 Q. Do you know when the next map you saw was? | 16 District 1?
17 A. ldo not. 17 A. Ithink it's the little portion that dips
18 Q. Hand you another document. Do you 18 down into what would be -- would have been, |
19 recognize this document? 19 guess, District 3.
20 A. What do you mean by "recognize it"? 20 Well, I'm thinking not. Oh, | guess it --
21 Q. Have you seen it before? 21 wait a minute.
22 A. Could have. 22 See how that little area of green juts up?
23 Q. It's -- on the cover it says "City Council 23 It nearly severs District 1, this portion, from
24 of Chattanooga Redistricting presented on 24 that portion. Okay?
25 March 1st, 2022"? 25 Q. Yeah.
Page 26 Page 28
1 A. Okay. 1 A. Onthis map it's a wider -- that little
2 Q. Were you present at the public meetings of 2 section --
3 the City Council on March 1st, 2022? 3 Q. Little isthmus of pink or peach?
4 A. |would have to go back into the records 4 A. No. Thegreen. See that little --
5 to see. 5 Q. Yeah,ldo. Ido.
6 MR. McADOQO: Let's go ahead and mark 6 A. This little point, a finger of green --
7 this as Exhibit 4. 7 Q. Yes.
8 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 8 A. --thatis now --
9 Exhibit Number 4.) 9 Q. In District 1?
10 BY MR. McADOQO: 10 A. --in District 1.
11 Q. Allright. Could you look at the last 11 Q. Okay.
12 page, please. 12 A. Infact, that's what the red line
13 A. Okay. 13 represents. That little red line is that portion
14 Q. The map, what do you see on the last page? | 14 of -- that's what it is.
15 A. It's amap of the districts. 15 Q. The next two lines talk about other areas.
16 Q. Does this map reflect kind of -- look like 16 It doesn't say where they're coming from so I'm
17 it might have been the next map you saw that 17 going to ask about those. This is back on page 6
18 addressed your concerns in response to 18 of Exhibit 4, the one that has proposed major
19 Interrogatory Number 3? 19 changes.
20 A. The northernmost portion is back in 20 Neighborhoods north of Ely Road, are those
21 District 1. 21 things moving out of your district?
22 Q. Okay. So do you think -- is it possible 22 A. ldon'tthink north of Ely Road would have
23 this is the next map you saw? 23 moved out, but it says moving to District 3.
24 A. Possible. 24 They would have -- if they're moving out -- well,
25 Q. But you said this does -- this map does 25 let me put the back -- if they're moving into
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Page 45
1 MR. McADOO: Can we take a 5-,
2 10-minute break?
3 (Short break.)
4 BY MR. McADOO:
5 Q. Thank you again for your time today,
6 Mr. Henderson.
7 Is there any answer to my questions you'd
8 like to change before we close the deposition?
9 A. Notto my knowledge.
10 Q. Isthere any information that | asked you
11 about that you remember now that you didn't
12 recall when | asked the question about it?
13 A. No.
14 Q. Isthere anything you would like to add to
15 clarify an answer you gave me?
16 A. No.
17 MR. McADOO: Thank you for your time.
18 FURTHER DEPONENT SAITH NOT
19 (WHEREUPON, the deposition was
20 concluded at 10:15 a.m.)
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City Council of
Chattanooga Redistricting

Presented on 3/1/22



Agenda

e Requirements (Federal, State, and Charter)
e Process Used

e Proposed Districts



Requirements and Considerations

Equal distribution of voters (must meet 10% rule), meaning absolute
difference between max and min can’t be more than 10%

Per City Charter, must be completed at least 1 year before next City
election and redistricting cannot take less than 6 months, must be
approved by majority of City Council

Can’t write out incumbent

Public input is not required by state law or the charter



Process Used

1.
2.

Apply existing Council Boundaries to new Census Data
Considerations for changing boundaries

a.
b.
C.

Districts 5, 8, and 9 need to increase in population

Districts 3, 4, and 7 have room to decrease

Use neighborhood boundary file as guidelines to keep them
together

Use major roadways and natural land features as guidelines
Use individual council input



Current Council Districts with 2020 Population

. . District Average L. Black Alone Two or More Two or More Black Alone +
District Representative Deviation Black Alone % Races Two or More
Pop Pop Pop . Races %
Populations Races %
1 Chip Henderson 21156 20195  104.76% 1289 6.1% 1208 5.7% 11.8%
2 Jenny Hill 20145 20195 99.75% 1356 6.7% 1336 6.6% 13.4%
3 Ken Smith 21606 20195  106.98% 3119 14.4% 1370 6.3% 20.8%
4 Darrin Ledford 23538 20195 3790 16.1% 1485 6.3% 22.4%
5 Isiah Hester 17921 20195 10847 60.5% 1084 6.0% 66.6%
6 Carol Berz 19848 20195 98.28% 5416 27.3% 1485 7.5% 34.8%
7 Raquetta Dotley 22435 20195 8670 38.6% 2079 9.3% 47.9%
8 Vacant 17569 20195 8545 48.6% 1455 8.3% 56.9%

9 Demetrus Coonrod 17541 20195 9701 55.3% 1013 5.8% 61.1%




Proposed Major Changes

Districts 1, 2, & 3 shifted together in a clockwise direction with:
o  Pine Hill and Northmont Estates moving to District 1
o Neighborhoods North of Ely Road moving to District 3
o  Hill City, City Greene and Pinnacle building moving to District 2

District 5 continues all the way to the river and now contains all of Hwy 58
o District 5 also shifts into Austin Farm neighborhood

District 6 shifted more into District 4

o  Summit moves into District 6 as well as everything north of Standifer Gap Rd
o  Small neighborhood near airport road also moves into District 6

Part of East Lake moves to District 8
o East of Georgia Ave and Battery Heights are now in District 8 as well

District 7 now encompasses north part of E Main St, making neighborhood
whole

District 9 makes some shifts East
o Now includes all of Highland Park



Proposed Council Districts with 2020 Population

District | Representative District Deviation Deviation | Black Alone Black Alone| Non White | Non White
Pop Percent Pop % Pop %
1 Chip Henderson 19,493 -629 96.77% 1,197 6.14% 3,467 17.79%
2 Jenny Hill 19,193 -929 95.16% 1,651 8.60% 3,690 19.23%
3 Ken Smith 20,395 273 101.34% 1,776 8.71% 4,714 23.11%
4 Darrin Ledford 20,807 685 103.29% 3,359 16.14% 7,366 35.40%
5 Isaiah Hester 19,881 -241 98.79% 11,785 59.28% 13,632 68.57%
6 Carol Berz 20,417 295 101.44% 5,638 27.12% 9,320 45.65%
7 Raquetta Dotley 20,575 453 102.20% 8,391 40.78% 12,808 62.25%
8 Vacant 20,100 -22 99.89% 10,074 50.12% 13,789 68.60%
9 Demetrus Coonrod 20,238 116 100.57% 10,665 52.70% 13,336 65.90%
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,
V.

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City
Council,

and

Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith, Darrin
Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B. Berz, Raquetta
Dotley, Marvene Noel, and Demetrus Coonrod,
in their official capacity as members of the
Chattanooga City Council,

Defendants.

HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

No. 22-0902

DEFENDANT DARRIN LEDFORD’S RESPONSES TO PLAINTIFF’S FIRST SET OF
INTERROGATORIES

Pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 26 and 33, Defendant Darrin Ledford hereby responds to the

First Set of Interrogatories directed to him.

1. Identify all persons who assisted or participated in the preparation of answers to

these interrogatories. If more than one person participated, identify which answers were prepared

by which persons.

ANSWER: Mr. Ledford responded to each of the interrogatories. He was assisted by
counsel, Philip A. Noblett, City Attorney, Kathryn McDonald, Assistant City Attorney,

Sam D. Elliott, Special Counsel.

2. Identify every change to the Proposed Map from September 22, 2021 to May 3,

2022 and for each such change, describe when the change was made, who was involved in deciding

to make the change, and why the change was made.



ANSWER: [ would not personally have that detailed information and would in any event

obtain it from Chris Anderson and other City staff. Accordingly, please see the information

provided in response to this same Interrogatory No. 2 in Defendants the City of

Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of

Interrogatories.

3. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, between you and the Executive Staff related to the Redistricting Process
and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who was involved or in
attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the duration of the meeting
or gathering.

ANSWER: [ met with Chris Anderson, a member of the Executive Staff, on January 11,

2022. The meeting lasted no more than 45 minutes. Mr. Anderson and I mostly discussed

an entirely separate zoning study. Our discussion as to redistricting was very limited.

4. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, between you and other members of the City Council related to the
Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who
was in involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the
duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.

ANSWER: [ attended the publicly noticed meetings of the City Council as detailed in the

answer to Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga and the Chattanooga

City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories. I do not have

independent recollection separate from the minutes and the videos of the attendance,

discussion, participants, and duration of these meetings, which I believe to be accurate
representations of the same. I did not have undisclosed meetings with other members of
the City Council.

5. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual

meetings or gathering, between you and one or more members of the public related to the

Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who



was involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the
duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.

ANSWER: [recall being present for some or all of the public comments offered during
the publicly noticed meetings detailed in the answer to Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants
the City of Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First
Set of Interrogatories. 1 briefly spoke to some of my constituents in various venues: stores,
on the street, etc., but I do not recall who. I also participated in a redistricting community
meeting with then-county commissioner Sabrena Smedley on October 7, 2021 which was
primarily focused on the county. The meeting lasted less than an hour. I do not recall any
particular discussion relative to the City’s redistricting.

6. Describe all facts that you claim support your laches defense.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 7 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.

7. Identify all persons having knowledge of discoverable facts pertinent to the
allegations in the Complaint in this case and for each person identified describe what knowledge

they hold.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 8 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.



State of Tennessee
County of Hamilton:

I , after first being duly sworn according to law, make oath that the
above responses to the Interrogatories propounded by Plaintiff are true to the best of my

knowledge, information and belief.
Ll

DARRIN LEDFORD
Sworn to and subscribed before me
this the ¢ day of July, 2023. g,
SN COLE s, 1,
:9'\\ ‘\\__‘,.‘---‘-.,‘_.G‘p’/,’,
\ s 7 Sag2%
Notary Public at Large g 4 i oF 1 =
My commission expires: = 1 ¥ o’ﬁiisse s
= HE ¥ =
’a,/,??@f--._PUBUC s
%, FTON &6 W &
U, On covY &

g



Respectfully submitted,

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

o L C e O

PHILLIP A. NOBLETT — BPR #10074

City Attorney

KATHRYN C. McDONALD - BPR #30950
Assistant City Attorney

100 E. 11" Street, Suite 200

Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 643-8250 — Telephone

(423) 643-8255 — Facsimile

GEARHISER, PETERS ELLIOTT
& L

By:

/SAM D. ELLIOTT — BPR #9431
320 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 756-5171 — Telephone
(423) 266-1605 — Facsimile

Attorneys for Defendants



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that the undersigned has this day served a true and correct copy of the
foregoing pleading by depositing same in the United States mail, postage prepaid, and addressed
to the following:

Mr. Paul R. McAdoo

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press
6688 Nolensville Road, Suite 108-20

Brentwood, TN 37027

1% ot
This ﬁ day of July, 2023.

Voo C. LUk
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Chattanooga Publishing Company,
Plaintiff,
V.

City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City
Council,

No. 22-0902
and

Chip Henderson, Jenny Hill, Ken Smith, Darrin
Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol B. Berz, Raquetta
Dotley, Marvene Noel, and Demetrus Coonrod,
in their official capacity as members of the
Chattanooga City Council,

Defendants.

DEFENDANT JENNY HILL’S RESPONSES TO PLAINTIFFE’S FIRST SET OF
INTERROGATORIES

Pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 26 and 33, Defendant Jenny Hill hereby responds to the First
Set of Interrogatories directed to her.

1. Identify all persons who assisted or participated in the preparation of answers to
these interrogatories. If more than one person participated, identify which answers were prepared
by which persons.

ANSWER: Ms. Hill responded to each of the interrogatories. She was assisted by counsel,
Philip A. Noblett, City Attorney, Sam D. Elliott, Special Counsel.

2 Identify every change to the Proposed Map from September 22, 2021 to May 3,
2022 and for each such change, describe when the change was made, who was involved in deciding
to make the change, and why the change was made.

ANSWER: I would not personally have that detailed information and would in any event

obtain it from Chris Anderson and other City staff. Accordingly, please see the information
provided in response to this same Interrogatory No. 2 in Defendants the City of



Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of
Interrogatories.

3. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, between you and the Executive Staff related to the Redistricting Process
and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who was involved or in
attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the duration of the meeting
or gathering.

ANSWER: [ met with Chris Anderson and possibly Andrew Sevigny or Tim Moreland,

on January 18, 2022. As best I can recall, the meeting was a half hour or less. As I recall,

we went over the legal requirements for the redistricting process and likely adjustments to

District 2 because of City population changes, particularly relating to the line of Eli Road

and Hill City. I was not told that any of the changes were inspired by changes to other

districts.

4. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gatherings, between you and other members of the City Council related to the
Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who
was in involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the
duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.

ANSWER: I attended the meetings of the City Council as detailed in the answer to

Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City

Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories. I do not have independent

recollection separate from the minutes and the videos of the attendance, discussion,

participants, and duration of these meetings, which I believe to be accurate representations
of the same. I did not have undisclosed meetings with other members of the City Council.

5. Identify every meeting, gathering, or oral communication, including virtual
meetings or gathering, between you and one or more members of the public related to the
Redistricting Process and for each such meeting, gathering, or oral communication, identify who

was involved or in attendance, describe what was discussed and by whom, and describe the

duration of the meeting, gathering or oral communication.



ANSWER: Irecall being present for some or all of the public comments offered during
the meetings detailed in in the answer to Interrogatory No. 5 in Defendants the City of
Chattanooga and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of
Interrogatories. Additionally, I attended a meeting on October 25, 2021 in the Fairhills
neighborhood with a county commissioner relating to the ongoing county redistricting
process attended by 37 people. I do not remember being asked any questions about the
city’s process. I do not recall any other meetings or conversations with members of the
public. As a whole, the citizens of my district did not express any concerns relative to
redistricting.

6. Describe all facts that you claim support your laches defense.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 7 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.

7. Identify all persons having knowledge of discoverable facts pertinent to the
allegations in the Complaint in this case and for each person identified describe what knowledge
they hold.

ANSWER: See the answer to Interrogatory No. 8 in Defendants the City of Chattanooga
and the Chattanooga City Council’s Responses to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories.



Oath

State of Tennessee
County of Hamilton:

I, L)UV\V\\{ \'\‘\\ , after first being duly sworn according to law, make oath that the
above responses to the Interrogatories propounded by Plaintiff are true to the best of my

knowledge, information and belief. \
JEXNY pILr”
\“\"““””“’f

Sworn to and subscribed before me " .
N COLE S, 91,0/

this the \\_ day of July, 2023. S¢ %,
( § 7 s 4%
= EN OFf =
: g N =
otary Public / 2 No;ﬁf?i E B
My commission expires:_ ()4 /09 Z;\S' ”g-?,i;._PUBuc & F
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Respectfully submitted,

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

By: .
PHILLIP A. NOBLETT — BPR #10074

City Attorney

KATHRYN C. McDONALD - BPR #30950
Assistant City Attorney

100 E. 11' Street, Suite 200

Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 643-8250 — Telephone

(423) 643-8255 — Facsimile

320 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 756-5171 — Telephone
(423) 266-1605 — Facsimile

Attorneys for Defendants



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that the undersigned has this day served a true and correct copy of the
foregoing pleading by depositing same in the United States mail, postage prepaid, and addressed
to the following:

Mr. Paul R. McAdoo
The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

6688 Nolensville Road, Suite 108-20
Brentwood, TN 37027

This L;; day of July, 2023.




Exhibit 23



5/23/23, 1:27 PM Goo/g

City's Responses to RFP 071772023 000863

No subject

asevigny@chattanooga.gov Andrew Sevigny Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 7:32:08 AM Eastern Standard Time

To: canderson@chattanooga.gov Chris Anderson

Well it really messes some things up

asevigny@chattanooga.gov Andrew Sevigny Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 7:33:25 AM Eastern Standard Time

To: canderson@chattanooga.gov Chris Anderson

Even if | pick up the pinnacle apartment to get the rest of everything east of 27 in 2

asevigny@chattanooga.gov Andrew Sevigny Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 7:33:37 AM Eastern Standard Time

To: canderson@chattanooga.gov Chris Anderson

It's not enough to offset how many people live in the portion above ely

asevigny@chattanooga.gov Andrew Sevigny Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 7:52:17 AM Eastern Standard Time

To: canderson@chattanooga.gov Chris Anderson

We can go over this at our regular redistricting meeting

https://ediscovery.google.com/discovery/DisplayMessage?m=c224662e-73e9-4d27-ad5e-909e57b0d7a7&at=ACD70n0467XeQcRtq-CEJBriWwU7LKZf...

7
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Redistricting
2/15/22



Agenda

e Requirements/Attorney Input
e Process Used

e Current Version



Requirements

Equal distribution of voters (must meet 10% rule), meaning absolute
difference between max and min can’t be more than 10%

Per City Charter, must be completed 1 year before next election and
redistricting cannot take less than 6 months

3 of 9 Council Districts must be a certain percent minority
o From City Attorney’s Office, 50%+1 rule
o Minority may or may not mean non-white

Can’t write out incumbent



Current Council Districts with 2020 Population

District Representative

4 Darrin Ledford

5/ Isaiah Hester

7 Raquetta Dotley
8 Anthony Byrd

9 Demetrus Coonrod

District
Pop

23538
17921

22435
17569

17541

Average

Pop

20195
20195

20195
20195

20195

Deviation

Black Alone

Pop

3790
10847

8670
8545

9701

Black Alone %

16.1%
60.5%

38.6%
48.6%

55.3%

Two or More

Races
Populations

1485
1084

2079
1455

1013

Two or More

Races %

6.3%
6.0%

9.3%
8.3%

5.8%

Black Alone +
Two or More
Races %

22.4%
66.6%

47.9%
56.9%

61.1%



Process Used

1. Apply existing Council Boundaries to new Census Data
2. Considerations for changing boundaries

a. Districts 5, 8, and 9 need to increase in population

b. Districts 3, 4, and 7 have room to decrease

c. Use neighborhood boundary file as guidelines

d. Use arterial roadways and natural land features as guidelines



Current Changes

e Districts 1, 2, & 3 shifted together in a clockwise direction with:
o  Pine Hill and Northmont Estates moving to District 1
o Neighborhoods North of Ely Road moving to District 3
o  Hill City and Pinnacle building moving to District 2

e District 5 continues all the way to the river and now contains all of Hwy 58
o District 5 also shifts into Austin Farm neighborhood

e District 6 shifted more into District 4
o  Summit moves into District 6 as well as everything north of Standifer Gap Rd
o  Small neighborhood near airport road also moves into District 6

e Part of East Lake moves to District 8
o East of Georgia Ave and Battery Heights are now in District 8 as well

e District 7 now encompasses north part of E Main St, making neighborhood
whole

e District 9 makes some shifts East to include Gaylan Heights / North Tower Forest
o Now includes all of Highland Park



Proposed Council Districts with 2020 Population

District | Representative District Deviation Deviation | Black Alone Black Alone| Non White | Non White
Pop Percent Pop % Pop %
1 Chip Henderson 19,493 -629 96.77% 1,197 6.14% 3,467 17.79%
2 Jenny Hill 19,193 -929 95.16% 1,651 8.60% 3,690 19.23%
3 Ken Smith 20,395 273 101.34% 1,776 8.71% 4,714 23.11%
4 Darrin Ledford 20,807 685 103.29% 3,359 16.14% 7,366 35.40%
5 Isaiah Hester 19,950 -172 99.14% 11,711 58.70% 13,642 68.38%
6 Carol Berz 20,417 295 101.44% 5,638 27.12% 9,320 45.65%
7 Raquetta Dotley 20,575 453 102.20% 8,391 40.78% 12,808 62.25%
8 Vacant 20,380 258 101.27% 10,197 50.03% 14,005 68.72%
9 Demetrus Coonrod 19,889 -233 98.83% 10,616 53.38% 13,110 65.92%




Let’s look at the map!
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https://internal.chattadata.org/dataset/Chattanooga-Redistricting-Map/syi5-uy64
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CHATTANOOGA PUBLISHING

VS.

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, , et al.

DEMETRUS COONROD
July 28, 2023

&EXITASW

Iexitas legal TENNESSEE | 1015 Avery Park Dr| Smyrna, TN 37167 | (615)595-0073




Page 3

1 I N THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE 1 APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT 2
2 OF CHATTANOOGA On behal f of the Plaintiff:
3 3
CHATTANOOGA PUBLI SHI NG ) . EEEERTEREFC$ﬁE ;;EESFCR
4 ANY, ; 1156 15th Street, N W
Lo 5 Suite 1010
5 Plaintiff, ) Washi ngton, D.C. 20005
) 6 (202) 800-3533
6 vs. ) BY: ~LIN VEEKS, ESQ
) NO 22-0902 7 e-mail: |weeks@cfp.org
7 CI TY OF CHATTANOOGA, ) 8 REPORTERS COWM TTEE FOR
CHATTANOOGA CI TY COUNCI L, ) Part | FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
8 ) 9 6688 Nol ensvill e Road
and ) Suite 108-20
9 ) 10 Br ent wood, Tennessee 37027
CHI P HENDERSON, JENNY ) (615) 823-3633
10 HILL, KEN SMTH DARRIN ) 11 BY: PAUL R MCADCO, ESQ
LEDFORD, | S| AH HESTER, ) 1 e-neil: prntadoo@cfp.org
11 CARCL B. BERZ, RAQUETTA ) 13
DOTLEY, MARVENE NCEL, AND ) .
12 DEMETRUS COONROD, | N THEI R ) " On behal f of the Defendants:
CFFI G AL CAPACITY AS ) GEARHI SER, PETERS, ELLIOTT & CANNON, PLLC
13 MEMBERS OF THE CHATTANOOGA ) 15 320 McCallie Avenue
ClI TY COUNCI L, ) Chat t anooga, Tennessee 37402
14 ) 16 (423) 756-5171
Def endants. ) BY: SAM D. ELLIOTT, ESQ
15 17 e-nmuil: selliott@earhiserpeters.com
16 18 CITY ATTORNEY, CI TY OF CHATTANOOGA
17 100 E. 11th Street
18 STENOGRAPHI C DEPCSI TI ON OF DEMETRUS COONRCD 19 Suite 200
19 CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE Chat t anooga, Tennessee 37402
2 O 0 28, 2029 Sl Y ——
;; 21 e-nuil: pnoblett @hat t anogga. gov
_ BY: KATHRYN C. MCDONALD, ESQ
23 REPORTED BY: TANYA L. VERHOVEN- PAGE, 22 e-mai | : kmcdonal d@hat t anogga. gov
CCR-B-1790 23
24 24 ALSO PRESENT: Carson Kl epzig, Sunmer Associate
25 FILE NO. 699881 25 - - R
Page 2 Page 4
1 July 28, 2023 1 I NDE X
; 2
2 8:34 a.m 3 W TNESS: DEMETRUS COONRCD
3 4
4 St enogr aphi ¢ deposi tion of 2 BYEx,\;m &Z:E:(gn nge
5 DEMETRUS COONROD, hel d at the offices BY MR ELLIOTT 97
7 BY . EK
6 of City Attorney, City of Chattanooga, 8 MR VEEKS 98
7 100 E. 11th Street, Chattanooga, Tennessee 9 EXHI BI TS:
. 10 Coonr od
8 before Tanya L. Verhoven-Page, Certified Deposi tion
9 Court Reporter (GA), Licensed Court 11 Exhi bi t Descri ption Page
s 12
10 Reporter (TN) and Certified Shorthand Exhibit A Article by Logan Hul I inger
11 Reporter (TX). 13 of the Chattanooga Tines
Free Press, dated
12 14 February 1, 2022 24
13 15 Exhi bit B Docunent bearing Bates
nunber Bates 000952 26
14 16
15 Exhibit C Docunent bearing Bates
17 nunbers 000801
16 through 000802 34
17 18
Exhibit D Docunent bearing Bates
18 19 number 000940 36
19 20 Exhibit E Docunent bearing Bates
nunbers 000971 44
20 21
21 Exhibit F Docunent bearing Bates
22 nunbers Bates 001009
22 through Bates 001011 50
23 23
Exhibit G Power Point: City
24 24 Counci| of Chattanooga
25 Redi stricting, dated
25 3/1/22 52
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE

(615) 595- 0073



http://www.elitereportingservices.com

Page 5 Page 7
1 EXH BI TS: 1 A Yes.
2 Coonr od
Depog’{‘[?on 2 Q Okay. So as we go through, I'll ask you
i Exhi bi t Description Page 3 tojust please wait until | finish asking a question
Exhibit H Document bear i ng Bat es 4 Dbefore you answer it so that we can create a clear
5 o nunber Bates 000317 60 5 transcript. With that, please answer clearly and
6 Exhibit ] Docurent bear "9 Bates 6 audibly, no nods or head shakes because those won't
7 o through 000016 65 7 show up on the transcript. If you don't understand a
8 Ehibit) Docurent bear! N9 Bates 8 question, just let me know and | can rephrase it.
9 o through 000825 67 9 And if you need a break at any point, you
10 Bxhibit K Docuren! bearing Bates 10 can just finish answering the question that I've
11 11 asked and then let me know that you need a break and
Exhibit L Docunent bearing Bates
12 nurber 000139 70 12 we can see what we can do.
13 Exhibit M Docunent bearing Bates 13 A Okay.
" nunber Bates 000828 & 14 Q Does that all make sense?
Exhibit N Docunent bearing Bates 15 A Yeah.
15 . nunber 000391 79 16 Q Great. Do you take any medication that
16 Exhibit O Docunent bearing Bates
number 000150 82 17 affects your memory?
17 . . 18 A No.
Exhibit P Docunent bearing Bates .
18 nunbers 000943 83 19 Q And is there any other reason that you
19 Exhibit Q PoverPoint: Gty 20 can think of that you might not be able to give your
Counci | of Chattanooga . "
20 Redi stricting, dated 21 best testimony tOdaY-
4/ 19/ 22 87 22 A No.
;; 23 Q What is your current position with the
23 24  City Council?
§;‘ 25 A Iserve as the elected official for
Page 6 Page 8
1 CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE; FRIDAY, JULY 28, 2023 1 District 9, Council person.
2 8:34 A.M. 2 Q And when were you elected to that
3 3 position?
4 Thereupon -- 4 A 2017. And reelected in -- is that what
5 DEMETRUS COONROD, 5 you want me to say?
6 called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, 6 Q Please.
7 was examined and testified as follows: 7 A In'20 -- when was it, '21.
8 8 Q Yeah, anything you -- yeah.
9 EXAMINATION 9 Before 2017, had you held elected office
10 BY MR. WEEKS: 10 anywhere else?
11 Q Good morning. 11 A No.
12 A Good morning. 12 Q And do you hold other employment along
13 Q Could you please state your full name for 13 with your current role as --
14 the record. 14 A Yes.
15 A Demetrus Coonrod. 15 Q Whereis that?
16 Q And have you ever had your deposition 16 A Project Return.
17 taken before? 17 Q And what is Project Return.
18 A No. 18 A They work with people who are justice
19 Q Allright. So I'll give you a few ground 19 impacted.
20 rules, just to sort of tell you how this works. 20 Q And what's your position with them?
21 Even though we're in an informal setting 21 A Project manager.
22 today, this is a formal legal proceeding. Do you 22 Q Before serving as a City Council person
23 understand that you're obligated to answer my 23 in District 9, where were you employed prior to that?
24 questions fully and truthfully as though you were 24 A Shaw Industries.
25 testifying before a judge in the courtroom? 25 Q Say that one more time?
Lexitas - TENNESSEE S5..

(615) 595- 0073
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Page 25 Page 27
1 says: Chattanooga City Council Member Anthony Byrd 1 office. Thisis Bates stamped 952, and it's been
2 has been appointed as the City Court Clerk and will 2 marked Exhibit B.
3 vacate his District 8 seat. 3 Are you familiar with this document?
4 Do you recall Mr. Byrd vacating his 4 A Yes.
5 District 8 seat? 5 Q And how are you familiar with it?
6 A Yes. 6 A It popped up on my Calendar email.
7 Q Do you recall speaking to Mr. Byrd about 7 Q Did this meeting -- this Calendar invite,
8 redistricting before he vacated his seat? 8 did this meeting occur as scheduled?
9 A No. 9 A Yes.
10 Q Was Mr. Byrd's vacancy filled right away 10 Q Sodidyou --
11 after he vacated it? 11 A Well, we didn't meet in his office.
12 A Probably some weeks later. 12 Q You did not meet in his office. Where
13 Q Not the next day, but several weeks 13 did you meet?
14 later? 14 A Zoom.
15 A Yes. 15 Q So this was a virtual meeting and it
16 Q It was -- the City Council appointed 16 occurred on February 3rd?
17 someone to fill Mr. Byrd's seat on an interim basis; 17 A Yes.
18 s that correct? 18 Q Did you request this meeting or did
19 A Yes. 19 Mr. Anderson request it?
20 Q And they did that in approximately 20 A Mr. Anderson.
21 March 2022; is that right? 21 Q And why did he request it?
22 A Yes. 22 A To go over the redistricting.
23 Q Who did the City Council appoint? 23 Q Do you know if he was asked by the
24 A Councilwoman Marvene Noel. 24 Redistricting Committee to request that meeting with
25 Q And so from this date, February 1, until 25 you?
Page 26 Page 28
1 Ms. Noel was appointed by the City Council on an 1 A No.
2 interim basis, Mr. Byrd's seat was vacant; is that 2 Q What was your understanding of the
3 right? 3 purpose of this meeting?
4 A  Yes. 4 A That we were going to talk about the
5 Q Soin February of '22, District 9 was 5 redistricting of my district.
6 surrounded on one side by a vacant district, and then 6 Q And did he bring a redistricting map with
7 two of the other districts at that time were members 7 him to this meeting?
8 of the Redistricting Committee; is that correct? 8 A He brought it up on screen.
9 A Yes. 9 Q Anddid he send you any materials via
10 MR. ELLIOTT: Well, | mean, the 10 emalil for this virtual meeting?
11 district wasn't vacant; the office was, 11 A No.
12 the seat was vacant. 12 Q Did he send you any -- any context, any
13 BY MR. WEEKS: 13 email with a description of what he wanted to talk
14 Q The seat was vacant; is that -- 14 about?
15 A District 7 my district didn't border -- 15 A No, not that | recall.
16 District 6 -- I'm sorry -- at that time. 16 Q How did this meeting go? Did he ask you
17 Q Atthattime, right. 17 questions?
18 MR. WEEKS: If | can mark this 18 A Hejust talked about the map. | saw the
19 Exhibit B. 19 visual of the map and, you know, the areas that they
20 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit B was 20 moved out and what areas they putin.
21 marked for the record.) 21 Q Okay. So, at this meeting, there are
22 BY MR. WEEKS: 22 already changes to the old district map that
23 Q I'm showing you a document that appears 23 Mr. Anderson was showing you?
24 to be a meeting invitation from Chris Anderson toyou | 24 A Yes.
25 dated February 3rd, to be held in Mr. Anderson's 25 Q Okay. And do you remember those changes?
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1 A Yes. 1 Q Okay. Did you keep notes during this
2 Q What were the changes? 2 meeting of the changes that were proposed by
3 A Mill Town was now moved in District 8. 3 Mr. Anderson?
4 Q Okay. Any others? 4 A Not written down, | didn't.
5 A | think Battery Heights -- well, a 5 Q Okay. Did you keep any other form of
6 section across from Battery Heights, so they were 6 notes?
7 moved out of 9into 5. And -- well, the one across 7 A Just mentally.
8 the street was moved from 5to 9, and part of East 8 Q Mental notes. And so you made your
9 Chattanooga was moved out of my district. 9 position clear to Mr. Anderson that you thought that
10 Q Okay. 10 the Mill Town development should remain in your
11 A And it kind of extended down Brandon Road 11 district. What other request did you make of
12 alittle bit. 12 Mr. Anderson?
13 Q And what was your reaction to this -- to 13 A That | wanted to keep that East
14 these changes? 14 Chattanooga portion, and that was -- | wanted to make
15 A lworked hard on trying to get Mill Town 15 sure | still had Glad Street.
16 developed, I would like to keep it in my district, 16 Q And why was that important?
17 and can we keep our communities whole. And Chris 17 A Because I've been asking people to come
18 said that, well, we gave you all of Eastdale, you got 18 to develop, investin it, part of my neighborhood, so
19 all of Highland Park. And, you know, he kind of came 19 |wanted to make sure it stayed in my neighborhood,
20 from that way. And | was like, none of that matters, 20 in my district.
21 | still need this, | would like this section to be 21 Q Isitthe case that some districts in
22 included. 22 Chattanooga have to be made up of over 50 percent
23 Q Okay. And why was that so important to 23 nonwhite residents?
24 you? 24 A Well, that's what they say history said,
25 A Because | had done worked hard by asking 25 yeah.

Page 30 Page 32
1 developersto comein and fix in distressed 1 Q And what's your understanding of the
2 neighborhoods in my district. So | still wanted that 2 reason for that?
3 toremain in my district. 3 A Ithink, then, it was needed because of
4 Q And presumably your constituents probably 4 the makeup of City Council and the representation.
5 wanted it to remain? 5 It was effective then.
6 A Yes. 6 Q Andnow?
7 Q Was this the first redistricting map that 7 A Now I think that's not a true
8 you saw? 8 representation of our city, and | was very boisterous
9 A  Yes. 9 about it, that we surpassed three seats. And, you
10 Q So-- 10 know, I think that our maps now should -- our
11 A Well, no. 11 district should reflect that. We shouldn't just be
12 Q No. 12 held captive to only three. We should be able to
13 A They passed out like a map at City 13 say, we're here now, black people have moved in our
14 Council. I don't know if it was before this meeting 14 encounter areas, so let's -- four seats, five seats.
15 ornot. I can't remember. Okay. | know they passed 15 Q You think that three is too few?
16 us out a map. 16 A Exactly.
17 Q Okay. Maybe we'll -- 17 Q And you think -- and tell me if this
18 A It might have been before Byrd left. I'm 18 isn't fair, but I'm going to try to rephrase what
19 not sure. 19 you're saying.
20 Q Maybe -- maybe we'll get to that, but if 20 You think that potentially by confining
21 we get to that -- we're going to try to go relatively 21 itto three seats you're taking away the other -- the
22 chronologically. But if we get to that point and 22 ability of other districts, potentially, to be over
23 it's a different map, maybe we can return to that 23 50 percent?
24 question. 24 MR. ELLIOTT: I'm going to object
25 A  Yes. 25 to the form.
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1 You can go ahead and answer. 1 relevant for us today, is it -- you know, | just had

2 THE WITNESS: | can still answer? 2 alot of questions.

3 MR. ELLIOTT: Yeah. 3 Q Chris Anderson is -- you're -- when you

4 THE WITNESS: | think that by 4 say Chris, you mean Chris Anderson?

5 keeping three black districts 50 percent, 5 A Forthe --no, I didn't put Chris on this

6 it still keeps us in concentrated 6 email. When Chris Anderson mentioned about the law

7 poverty, because you're trying to loop us 7 that you've got to keep 50 percent for three

8 all in that, and then we don't truly get 8 districts, that's what prompted my email.

9 to represent our constituents. 9 Q And he mentioned that during that

10 BY MR. WEEKS: 10 February 3rd meeting?

11 Q Are there specific districts that are 11 A Yes.

12 required to be 50 percent or more? 12 Q@ And so now -- did you feel like your

13 A ldon't think it's a specific district. 13 question was answered through this email?

14 |just think they kind of draw it to look like it's 14 A Kind of.

15 only our districts that we serve. 15 Q Okay. And what was the answer?

16 Q Okay. So you could -- you could change 16 A Well, he -- they presented the

17 that. It wouldn't have to be District 9, for 17 information about -- | forgot which judge it was, but

18 instance; it could be another district? 18 the Federal judge who made the ruling on it, that

19 A Yes. 19 kind of thing, and I still didn't agree with it.

20 Q Did you and Mr. Anderson discuss the 20 Q Thisis Judge Edgar that you're referring

21 racial composition of District 9 during the 21 to?

22 February 3rd meeting that we've just been discussing? | 22 A Judge Edgar.

23 A No. 23 Q And did you bring this question back up

24 MR. WEEKS: If | can mark this 24 with Mr. Anderson at later meetings?

25 Exhibit C. 25 A Not specifically to him, but to everybody
Page 34 Page 36

1 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit C was 1 that was in the room when we discussed it, and |

2 marked for the record.) 2 brought it up and mentioned it.

3 BY MR. WEEKS: 3 MR. WEEKS: If | could mark this

4 Q Allright. I've handed you a document 4 Exhibit D.

5 that appears to be a set of emails between you and a 5 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit D

6 number of people, including Mr. Noblett, Emily 6 marked for the record.)

7 O'Donnell, Ronald Elliott and Chip Henderson? 7 BY MR. WEEKS:

8 A Yes. 8 Q Okay. I'm showing you a document that

9 Q Are you familiar with this document? 9 appears to be a meeting invitation from Mr. Anderson

10 A Yes. 10 to you dated February 10th. This is Bates stamped

11 Q On the second page, on February 7th, you 11 940.

12 write to Phil and you say -- and Emily O'Donnell, and 12 This looks like it was meant to be held

13 you say: Emily or Phil, | need your assistance with 13 on Google Meet, a virtual meeting. Are you familiar

14 locating the information that says the number of 14  with this document?

15 districts for the Council that are supposed to be 15 A Yes.

16 majority minority districts. 16 Q And how are you familiar with it?

17 What prompted you to ask this question? 17 A It popped up on my Calendar invite.

18 A Because they -- Chris said the law that 18 Q And did this meeting occur as scheduled?

19 we have to have three majority minority districts, 19 A Yes.

20 and so | wanted to know because | felt like that 20 Q Did anyone other than you and

21 don't apply to us now, in today. 21 Mr. Anderson attend this meeting on February 10th?

22 Q Yeah. 22 A No.

23 A  So lreached out to the people on the 23 Q What was the purpose of this meeting?

24 email, like, hey, can you pass -- send me that 24 A To go over the map again.

25 information so | can see what it says, is it still 25 Q Andwas it a different map that you were

Lexitas - TENNESSEE 33..36

(615) 595- 0073


http://www.elitereportingservices.com

Page 37 Page 39
1 going over? 1 Town, that Mill Town would be in District 9?
2 A The same map, but with the changes that | 2 A Yes.
3 had talked about from the February 3rd meeting. 3 Q Did Mr. Anderson send you any materials
4 Q Okay. Mr. Anderson had gone and made the 4 for this meeting?
5 changes that you requested? 5 A No.
6 A Yes. 6 Q And did he show you a map -- sorry.
7 Q So this -- this meeting was scheduled 7 Did he send you a map?
8 after your -- your emails with Phil and others about 8 A No. For this meeting? No.
9 the majority minority issue; is that right? 9 Q Okay. And what did you do with the
10 A Yes. 10 information that Mr. Anderson provided to you during
11 Q And did you discuss that issue in this 11 this meeting?
12 meeting? 12 A ljust retained it.
13 A ldon't think we discussed it. 13 Q Justretained it?
14 Q Okay. What did you -- what did you and 14 A Yeah.
15 Mr. Anderson talk about? 15 Q And did you use it in public meetings or
16 A We talked about the map. We went over, 16 how did you -- you know --
17 vyou know, | was able to keep Mill Town. Hester 17 MR. ELLIOTT: Obiject to the form.
18 wanted to keep the other portion, because he had 18 Go ahead.
19 originally got put in my district. | think that's 19 THE WITNESS: Once they had the
20 probably about it. 20 meeting about it, like we talked about it
21 Q So during this meeting -- 21 in the meetings. |told Ms. Marvene, |
22 A That | could remember. 22 said -- | spoke to her at City Council
23 Q Excuse me. 23 meeting and said you can have a copy of
24 A |said that | could remember. 24 my email. If they haven't given you a
25 Q Okay. So during this meeting 25 map, you need to go over your district
Page 38 Page 40
1 Mr. Anderson, | guess, relayed to you that Mr. Hester 1 boundaries.
2 had made a request of him to keep a certain portion 2 BY MR. WEEKS:
3 of -- a certain area in his district rather than have 3 Q You knew that you would eventually have
4 that area be in your district? 4 to vote on districting; is that correct?
5 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form. 5 A Once she got appointed, then | told her
6 THE WITNESS: Yes. 6 that she needed to look at the map.
7 BY MR. WEEKS: 7 Q Okay. And did -- did she follow through
8 Q Isthat correct? 8 with that?
9 A Yes. 9 A lhavenoidea.
10 Q And Mr. Anderson then showed you a map 10 Q You --just to return, you knew that you
11 that reflected a change based on Mr. Hester's 11 would eventually have to vote on redistricting; is
12 request? 12 that right?
13 A And my request. 13 A  Yes.
14 Q Both requests? 14 Q Was this information in the meetings with
15 A Yes. 15 Mr. Anderson, is that something that eventually
16 Q What was the -- do you remember, was 16 informed your vote on redistricting?
17 there a descriptor for the portion of land that 17 A From the -- well, my mind was really made
18 Mr. Hester wanted to keep in his district rather than 18 up from the beginning. Yeah.
19 be in District 9? 19 Q Howso?
20 A It's the portion -- I done forgot what 20 A Because | was dissatisfied with the
21 that neighborhood is called, but it's across from 21 process.
22 Battery Heights. Ithink it's Gaylin Heights, maybe, 22 Q  With the process, sure.
23 so that portion. 23 And what part of the process were you
24 Q Okay. And apologies if you said this. 24 dissatisfied with?
25 But this map reflected the change to Mill 25 A The entire thing.
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1 Q Were you dissatisfied with the fact that 1 50 percent black or 50 percent white or whatever it
2 the meetings weren't occurring publicly? 2 is. We would just be drawing the numbers based on we
3 A  Correct. 3 need this amount of people in the district.
4 Q During this -- if we return to the 4 Q When you talk about changes to the
5 February 10th meeting, did you express any concerns 5 district boundaries, those changes affect, at minimum
6 to Mr. Anderson about the redistricting process 6 two districts, correct? If a -- let me putita
7 during this meeting, the process that you've been 7 different way.
8 describing? 8 If a boundary to District 9 changes, that
9 A No. Not at this meeting. 9 also changes a boundary to another district; is that
10 Q Did you have additional questions for him 10 right?
11 during this meeting? 11 A Yes.
12 A No. 12 Q So why do you think Mr. Anderson chose to
13 Q Did you have additional requests for your 13 have individual meetings when these changes would
14 boundaries during this meeting? 14 affect more than one?
15 A No. 15 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.
16 Q And did you keep notes during this 16 THE WITNESS: | have no idea. |
17 meeting? 17 think he met with everybody, is what |
18 A No. 18 would assume he done, but I'm not sure.
19 Q Did Mr. Anderson keep notes that you 19 BY MR. WEEKS:
20 could tell? 20 Q Ifit had been you, would you have had
21 A Not that I'm aware of. 21 individual meetings?
22 Q If you were designing this process from 22 A No, I would have had public meetings so
23 the ground up, how would you -- how would you have 23 our constituents can see and hear.
24 done the redistricting process? 24 Q These -- okay.
25 MR. ELLIOTT: I'm going to object 25 MR. WEEKS: If we can look at Tab
Page 42 Page 44
1 to the form, but you can answer as best 1 7. If | could mark this Exhibit E.
2 you can. 2 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit E
3 THE WITNESS: | would be inclusive 3 marked for the record.)
4 publicly, like Council members and the 4 BY MR. WEEKS:
5 public dialoguing about it. And how they 5 Q I'm handing you another meeting
6 did it with county commissioners, that's 6 invitation. This is February 17th, another Google
7 how | would do that same process. 7 Meet meeting between you and Mr. Anderson. Are you
8 BY MR. WEEKS: 8 familiar with this document?
9 Q Why is that important? 9 A Yes.
10 A Because people -- we're being 10 Q And did this meeting occur as scheduled?
11 transparent. We're not, you know, saying, okay, we 11 A 1think this one may have got rescheduled
12 want to keep all the black people in just one poor 12 or something.
13 district or, you know, all white people or whoever. 13 Q Did you meet with Mr. Anderson for a
14 We just -- or we wouldn't be drawing maps based on 14  third time during February of 2022?
15 political affiliations. 15 A ldon't remember athird time. | do
16 (Siren.) 16 remember we met twice. Well, we met once in the
17 MR. ELLIOTT: One minute. 17 office, so that could be included with three, but
18 (Brief pause.) 18 there was two other people in the meeting.
19 BY MR. WEEKS: 19 Q Was that meeting in February of 20227
20 Q What do you mean, based on political 20 A ldon't know if it was in February or
21 affiliations? 21 not.
22 A That it just wouldn't matter what the 22 Q Okay.
23 person identified as, we would just be drawing and 23 A |feel like it wasn't.
24 making a fair drawing to serve people. It wouldn't 24 Q Itwasn't. Wasitin April of 20227
25 matter the way they vote or how many people, 25 A It was right the date that we voted on
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1 the map, I think. Whatever date that was. 1 A It was in the district.
2 Q So potentially April 26, 2022? 2 Q Anddid -- were there changes to the map
3 A Uh-huh. 3 to keep it in your district or did you -- were you
4 Q Were there other -- who were the other 4 just expressing the opinion that it should remain in
5 people in that meeting? You mentioned other people. 5 your district, that the boundary of your district
6 A Jodaand -- | can't think of the other 6 should remain -- that the Save A Lot should remain
7 guy's name. 7 within the boundaries of the district?
8 Q Was it Andrew Sevigny? 8 A Yeah, that the Save A Lot need to.
9 A Andrew, yes. 9 Q We haven't talked much about Highland
10 Q Around this time in -- excuse me, yes. 10 Parkyet. Inthe meetings we discussed in February
11 By Joda, who do you mean by Joda? 11 of 2022, did you discuss with Mr. Anderson whether
12 A He's anobody. | mean -- 12 Highland Park should remain in your district?
13 Q By Joda, do you mean the mayor's former 13 A No. | was told Highland Park, that you
14  chief of staff? 14 now would have the entire Highland Park.
15 A Yes. 15 Q That District 9 would not --
16 Q And is his last name Thongnopnua? Is 16 A |said great.
17 that pronunciation correct? 17 Q That was something you were happy about?
18 A Imean, | think so. | don't know how to 18 A Yes.
19 pronounce it. 19 Q And do you know how that decision was
20 MR. ELLIOTT: I'd have a hard time 20 reached for all of Highland Park to be in your
21 with that one too, Demetrus. 21 district?
22 BY MR. WEEKS: 22 A No -- well, Chris Anderson said they were
23 Q Ifwe can -- in February of '22 at this 23 trying to keep communities whole.
24 time, how many grocery stores were in your district? 24 Q And prior to redistricting, part of
25 A None. 25 Highland Park was in which district?

Page 46 Page 48
1 Q None? 1 A District 8.
2 A Well, the Hispanic grocery stores, like | 2 Q And at this point there was no District 8
3 have several of those. 3 Council person; is that correct?
4 Q And did you and Mr. Anderson discuss 4 A Not that I'm aware of. |1 don't think so.
5 whether there should be a grocery store within the 5 Q Do you know, did other Council members
6 boundaries of your district? 6 give Mr. Anderson instructions? We talked about
7 A Wedid. 7 potentially Mr. Hester relaying some -- you know, his
8 Q What was that discussion? 8 opinion on the boundaries to Mr. Anderson.
9 A I'd like to keep this grocery store in my 9 Are you aware of other Council members
10 boundaries. 10 doing the same?
11 Q Okay. Was that -- 11 A No.
12 A They wanted to move the old Save A Lot to 12 Q Do you think that you and Mr. Hester were
13 District 8. 13 the only Council members to give Mr. Anderson
14 Q And what were your -- what was your 14 instructions?
15 opinion on moving the Save A Lot to District 8? 15 A  Probably not.
16 A Isaid no. 16 Q Why not?
17 Q Why did you say no? 17 A Because I'm sure he probably asked every
18 A Because we didn't have a grocery store 18 Council person. | mean, | would hope that he did.
19 and we had done told -- it was closed at that time, 19 I'm not sure if he did or not.
20 but it was like, no, we need -- but he was in the 20 Q Would you agree that it's important to
21 process of trying to get another store at the 21 Council members to have some control over the
22 location and we needed to keep it in our district. 22 boundaries of their districts?
23 Q Andin the map -- the first map that 23 MR. ELLIOTT: Obiject to the form of
24  Mr. Anderson showed you, was the Save A Lot in your 24 that, too.
25 district? 25 Go ahead.
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1 THE WITNESS: I'm not sure if it 1 MR. ELLIOTT: Yes. And just for

2 was important to them because, if so, 2 the record, the yellow highlights are

3 they would have been more boisterous 3 from y'all, right?

4 about it. 4 MR. WEEKS: The yellow highlight is

5 BY MR. WEEKS: 5 how it was produced to us.

6 Q We were told yesterday by Mr. Anderson 6 MR. ELLIOTT: Okay.

7 that he thinks you were the only Council member to 7 BY MR. WEEKS:

8 express this type of instruction. Does that seem 8 Q Onthe third page here, we're in now in

9 true to you? 9 the agenda session minutes. We have -- under Other,

10 A Yes. 10 itsays: Councilwoman Byrd asked the Chairman for

11 Q It does seem true? 11 the redistricting recommendations to be placed on the

12 A  For --the instruction for the 12 April 5th agenda. The Chairman confirmed that

13 boundaries? 13 addition to the agenda with Council staff.

14 Q About the boundaries. 14 Councilwoman Coonrod inquired about informing

15 A No, that's not true. 15 constituents regarding their districting map, to

16 Q That's not true. Why isn't it true? 16 which Chairman Anderson addressed. Upon no further

17 A Because he specifically said Hester 17 questions or comments, the issue was closed.

18 wanted to keep Gaylin Heights in his district. 18 So do you recall this discussion?

19 Q Soyou know, from Mr. Anderson, that at 19 A Yes.

20 least one other Council member expressed an opinion | 20 Q And what did you -- what -- what concern

21 onthe boundaries? 21 did you raise?

22 A  Yes. 22 A That we hadn't got input from our

23 MR. WEEKS: Allright. Let's do 23 constituents. And they said, you know, well, each

24 Tab 10. If I can mark this Exhibit F, 24 councilperson go and have me -- and show them the map

25 please. 25 and, you know, get their input, da, da, da. And, you
Page 50 Page 52

1 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit F 1 know, | was very adamant about that we all need to do

2 marked for the record.) 2 it. Like we need the whole community sessions. The

3 BY MR. WEEKS: 3 administration needs to go out to the communities,

4 Q I'm showing you a document titled 4 too, since they're the ones who drew the map.

5 Chattanooga City Council Strategic Planning Meeting. 5 So | was at the whole one meeting and got

6 This is dated March 1st, 2022. We've marked it 6 theinput, but I'm not sure if anybody else done

7 Exhibit F. 7 that.

8 Are you familiar with this document? 8 Q Do you recall around this same time a

9 A Yes. 9 presentation given by Mr. Anderson to the City

10 Q Do you recall this meeting? 10 Council?

11 A I'm not sure if | was at this meeting or 11 A Yes.

12 not, but | remember it was on the email they sent 12 MR. WEEKS: Okay. If we could do

13 out. I'm not sure. 13 Tab 9. I'll mark this Exhibit G.

14 Q At Roman Numeral 2, Redistricting Report, 14 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit G

15 if we look here on Page -- | guess it's on Page 2. 15 marked for the record.)

16 A Sorry. | was there. 16 BY MR. WEEKS:

17 Q Okay. So you were in attendance at this 17 Q Okay. I'm showing you a document dated

18 meeting? 18 March 1st, 2022. Is this the presentation that you

19 A Yeah, | was around in attendance, but 19 recall Mr. Anderson giving on March 1st, 2022?

20 around this time it was my dad started getting ill so 20 A Yes.

21 |was absent around this time. 21 Q What was your reaction to this

22 Q Okay. Okay. That's good to know going 22 presentation given by Mr. Anderson?

23 forward so we can make sure that you were in 23 A Ifelt like that -- like | stated before,

24 attendance at the meetings that we're going to 24 like we didn't really have no inputin it. Like, it

25 discuss. 25 was just a map that the administration drew and gave
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1 and voice their concerns during our public comments 1 A Yes.

2 session, and email all the Council members with your 2 Q Did you raise the concerns that your

3 concerns. 3 constituents brought forward in these two meetings

4 Q Was Ms. Dotley at this meeting? 4 with Mr. Anderson?

5 A No. 5 A No. He was at the City Council meeting.

6 Q Whois Ann Pierre? 6 MR. WEEKS: If we could do Tab 21.

7 A The president of the NAACP. 7 Mark this Exhibit N, please.

8 Q Was Ms. Pierre at this meeting? 8 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit N

9 A No. 9 marked for the record.)

10 Q Who was Mr. Atkins? 10 BY MR. WEEKS:

11 A He's part of the Unity Group. 11 Q So I'm showing you an exhibit that

12 Q Was he at this meeting? 12 appears to be a string of emails, starting with one

13 A No. 13 from Mr. Sevigny to Councilwoman Noel on April 14th,

14 Q Were Ms. Pierre and Mr. Atkins at the 14 2022. Are you familiar with this document?

15 earlier meeting that we discussed? 15 A Yes.

16 A At Eastside, yes. 16 Q How are you familiar with it?

17 Q At Eastside. Did Ms. Pierre and 17 A Because they had already presented

18 Mr. Atkins contribute at the Eastside meeting? 18 that -- well, I'm not familiar with this document,

19 A Yes. 19 but they talked about it in the meeting, how they

20 Q What did they say? 20 needed to make some changes.

21 A They were concerned about the process. 21 Q Okay.

22 They were concerned about the percentages. They 22 A And then they were supposed to get with

23 wanted to know how did we get the numbers, the amount 23 us because it was going to affect our district. They

24 of people per district. They was real boisterous, 24 met with Ms. Marvene, but they met with me the day of

25 and Dr. Holmes was boisterous about it, too. 25 that we was going to vote for the -- these changes.
Page 78 Page 80

1 Q And one more, who is Dennis Clark? 1 Q Sothey -- tell me if this is a fair

2 A Dennis Clark, he lives in District 5, but 2 restatement.

3 he's apart -- he's a member of the NAACP and the 3 They met with Ms. Noel first to talk

4 Unity Group, he attended. 4 about this, and then after that they met with you?

5 Q And did he attend that Eastside meeting, 5 MR. ELLIOTT: Can you clarify who

6 aswell? 6 they was?

7 A He was at the Eastside meeting. 7 MR. WEEKS: Yeah.

8 Q And did he raise concerns? 8 BY MR. WEEKS:

9 A No, he didn't raise any concerns when he 9 Q Who do you mean by they?

10 was there. 10 A  Chris Anderson knew, and Andrew knew, met

11 Q After you heard these concerns both at 11 with Noel first. Then they met with me the day of.

12 the Eastside meeting and this meeting, what did you 12 The vote date is the day that | found out that

13 do with that information? 13 Glenwood would be split. So I'm not sure why she

14 A |, you know, took notes and then was 14 forwarded it to Raquetta, because, again, at this

15 prepared to talk about it at Council on Tuesday. 15 timeI'm not -- | don't think she was the chair.

16 Raquetta Dotley had entered the room after the 16 Q Okay. And Mr. Sevigny here, he says:

17 meeting had started. She sat to the side, kind of 17 Good morning, Councilwoman Noel. Attached are two

18 took notes. So by the time we had our tools to 18 potential tweaks.

19 meet -- and she talked about what we talked about at 19 And then skipping ahead, he says: Option

20 the meeting. 20 1, this map would split Alton Park by putting the

21 Q Justtoreturn. Ms. Dotley was at the 21 area of southeast 38th Street and east of Central

22 Eastside meeting? 22 Ave. into District 8. Option 2, this map would not

23 A  Yes. 23 split Alton Park, but would instead split Glenwood

24 Q And when you say the Tuesday meeting, you 24 between Districts 8 and 9.

25 were talking about the next City Council session? 25 Did you receive a similar request from
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1 Mr. -- did you receive a similar email from 1 Q Are you aware of whether this was
2 Mr. Sevigny? 2 forwarded to anyone else?
3 A No. 3 A No, but it would seem to me that the
4 Q Do you think you should have been aware 4 clerk would have just sent it to them instead of
5 of this conversation? 5 Chris.
6 A Yes. Butthey forwarded it to -- it was 6 Q Had these two options been discussed at a
7 forwarded to Councilwoman Dotley, which would have -- 7 public meeting prior to this email?
8 one of the options would have affected her district, 8 A No.
9 but they didn't forward anything to me. 9 Q And apologies if you've already answered
10 Q They didn't forward -- 10 this, but when did you first hear about these two
11 A Yeah. 11 options?
12 Q Why not? 12 A When | met with Chris, Joda and Andrew.
13 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form. 13 MR. WEEKS: Okay. If we could look
14 MR. WEEKS: What's the objection? 14 at Tab 22. We're marking this Exhibit P.
15 MR. ELLIOTT: Because you asked why 15 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit P
16 not. Unless it was expressed to her why 16 marked for the record.)
17 somebody said not, you're lacking 17 BY MR. WEEKS:
18 foundation. 18 Q I'm showing you what appears to be a
19 MR. WEEKS: I'm not. 19 meeting invite from -- it's from Mr. Andrew -- or
20 Go ahead. Why not? 20 let's see -- to you, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Sevigny to
21 THE WITNESS: | have no idea. 21 Joda Thongnopnua and to Tim Moreland. Is this the
22 BY MR. WEEKS: 22 meeting that you're referring to?
23 Q Do you think your constituents should 23 A  Yes.
24 have been made aware of this decision? 24 Q This meeting took place on April 19th.
25 A Yes. 25 This was the first time that you heard about this set
Page 82 Page 84
1 Q Which -- looking at the -- let's see. 1 of options?
2 Are you aware that this set of emails was 2 A Yes.
3 also forwarded to Councilman Ledford? 3 Q Who attended this meeting?
4 A No. 4 A Chris, Joda and Andrew.
5 Q Do these changes affect District 4? 5 Q Not Mr. Moreland?
6 A No. 6 A No.
7 Q If Councilman Ledford received this 7 Q What was discussed in this meeting?
8 email, shouldn't you also have received this email? 8 A The change with Glenwood, and they talked
9 A Yes. Who sent it to Ledford? 9 about how it could have been -- you know, Island Park
10 MR. WEEKS: If we could do Tab 20. 10 was an option. They talked about that. They talked
11 If we could mark this as Exhibit O, 11 about Glenwood. | asked why I wasn't informed prior
12 please. 12 to this, and so it got heated. |told Chris that he
13 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit O 13 didn't have no business having his input in our
14 marked for the record.) 14 district redistricting, and -- yeah, it just -- that
15 BY MR. WEEKS: 15 was it.
16 Q SoI'm handing you a set of -- another 16 Q What did Mr. Anderson say to that?
17 set of emails. This contains the same email from 17 A Nothing important.
18 Mr. Sevigny to Ms. Noel, copying Mr. Anderson and 18 Q Did he say anything at all?
19 Ms. Gwyn, and here on April 18th we have forwarding 19 A  Yeah, he said a lot.
20 from Mr. Anderson to Mr. Ledford. 20 Q What did he say?
21 A So lassume they may have sent it to them 21 A He was just frustrated because | didn't
22 because it may have -- | guess the chairs had changed 22 agree with the process.
23 and Ledford became the chair and she was the vice 23 Q You mentioned that the meeting was
24 chair. 1 guess that's the only reason | could see 24  heated. Is -- are you describing your own reaction
25 they forwarded it to him. 25 to the information that you were receiving in this
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1 meeting? 1 Q You mentioned that your mind was made up.
2 A To mine's and Chris and Joda's. 2 At what point was your mind made up regarding the
3 Q All three of you were heated? 3 vote?
4 A Yeah. 4 A My mind was made up when the process
5 Q And were you given a choice between the 5 didn't go how | expected it to go. | knew | wasn't
6 two options that were -- we just looked at in that 6 going to vote for it.
7  email? 7 (Coonrod Deposition Exhibit Q
8 A No. 8 marked for the record.)
9 Q Did you express an opinion on the 9 BY MR. WEEKS:
10 decision to go with the second option? 10 Q I've handed you a document that's a --
11 A No. 11 that's titled City Council of Chattanooga
12 Q Were you informed that -- well, were you 12 Redistricting, Presented on April 19th, 2022. This
13 informed that one of the two options would be chosen? 13 is defendant's production Bates stamp 790.
14 A Yeah, these -- well, these were the 14 Are you familiar with this document?
15 option, basically. This is it. We're moving 15 A  Yes.
16 Glenwood in 8. And why, because | wanted to know, 16 Q Do you recall this presentation?
17 you're splitting my neighborhood up after we said we 17 A  Yes.
18 were keeping them together. And it kind of went from 18 Q What changed between the map that was --
19 there. Like, we should have had some input about it 19 so was a map presented at this presentation?
20 instead of a decision just being made. And he said, 20 A Yeah, they showed the map.
21 well, Marvene, this is the first time | met -- we met 21 Q And were there changes between this map
22 with Marvene over her map. And | said, well, she 22 and the map that you were previously presented on
23 already had a map because | gave her my map. And 23 March 1st?
24 during this whole time we've done been discussing, 24 A  Yes.
25 she's been present and had an opportunity to look at 25 Q What changed?

Page 86 Page 88
1 amap. 1 A My numbers changed. It was like |
2 So -- and | said that was just a poor 2 became, | think, 51 percent, 51 percent.
3 excuse because she had just as much time as we had 3 Q And did your boundaries change?
4 with the map. 4 A My boundaries changed.
5 Q How did you use the information that you 5 Q How did your boundaries change?
6 learned during this meeting? 6 A Glenwood was removed out of my district.
7 A ljust --you know, | didn't. | just 7 Q Any other changes that you can recall?
8 said fuck it, they're going to do what they want to 8 A That was it, that I recall.
9 do anyway. 9 Q Allright. If we can compare the email
10 Q Did it inform your eventual vote? 10 to Ms. Noel to the maps here, which of the two
11 A No. My mind was already made up at the 11 options presented to Ms. Noel do these maps reflect?
12 beginning. 12 A It's the Alton Park, the one with the
13 Q During this meeting, did Mr. Anderson or 13 Alton Park portion.
14 any of the other people in this meeting tell you that 14 Q The one that kept off --
15 Ms. Noel had approved of Option 2? 15 A I'm not familiar with that district, with
16 A Yeah, that's the one that she would 16 District 8, like that, but this one (indicating) |
17 rather have because she didn't think it made sense to 17 know is part Glenwood.
18 have that Alton Park section. 18 Q This map split --
19 Q They gave her a choice and she chose 19 A It's that East Chattanooga portion.
20 Number 2? 20 Q This map -- this map splits Glenwood; is
21 A  Right. 21 that right?
22 Q Did you take notes during this meeting? 22 A Uh-huh.
23 A No. 23 Q This is the option that Ms. Noel chose?
24 Q Did Mr. Anderson? 24 A Yes. It looks like they moved the line
25 A No. 25 over.
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1 guestions. Just a few. 1
2 EXAMINATION
3 BY MR. ELLIOTT: 2 DEMETRUS COONROD
4 Q Just to clarify, you did not participate 3
5 in any of the Redistricting Committee meetings? 4
6 A No. 5 Subscribed and sworn to before ne
7 Q Okay. So you don't know what happened or 6 this day of 2023
8 what was said in those meetings? ;
9 A No. .
10 Q Okay. And you didn't -- you didn't 10
11 participate in any of Mr. Anderson's meeting with any 1
12 of the other Council members, did you? 12
13 A No. 13
14 Q Relative to redistricting? 14
15 A Correct. 15
16 Q And so you don't know what happened or 16
17 what was said in those meetings? 17
18 A No. 18
19 Q Andyou didn't discuss Gaylin Heights 19
20 with Mr. Hester at all, did you? 20
21 A No. 21
22 Q And you had your opportunity to raise 22
23 your concerns about the process and about the maps in 23
24  a public meeting? 24
25 MR. WEEKS: Objection. 25
Page 98 Page 100
1 THE WITNESS: Every time, | did. 1 CERTIFICATE
2 BY MR. ELLIOTT: 2
3 Q Okay. And, in fact, you did, did you 3 STATE OF GEORGA
4 not? ;1 FULTON COUNTY:
o MR. WEEKS: Obje(?tlon' 6 | hereby certify that the foregoing
6 THE WITNESS: | did. 7 deposition was reported, as stated in the
7 MR. ELLIOTT: That's all I have. 8 caption, and the questions and answers
8 MR. WEEKS: One qUEStion on 9 thereto were reduced to witten page
9 redirect. 10 under ny direction, that the preceding
10 EXAMINATION 11 pages represent a true and correct
11 BY MR. WEEKS: 12 transcript of the evidence given by said
12 Q You know what Mr. Anderson told you about | 13 Wi tness.
13 his meetings with other individual Council members; 14 I further certify that 1 amnot of
14 isthat right? 15 kin or counsel to the parties in the
15 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form. 16 case, amnot in the regular enploy of
16 THE WITNESS: He didn't say that 17 ‘counsel for ‘any of sai d. parties, n‘or am |
17 they met. HerSt said, Hester would 18 in any way ff nancially interested in the
. . . 19 result of said case.
18 like to have -- keep Gaylin Heights. | 20 Dated this 10th day of August,
19 think that's the area. ’1 2023,
20 MR. WEEKS: Okay. Thank you. 22
21 23 ' \))@Mi/\a\ \(\&\OuJ\@"PCQA
22 (Thereupon, the deposition was ™~ Tadyk L. Verhoven-Pags.
23 concluded at approximately 10:40 a.m.) 24 Certified Court Reporter,
24 B- 1790.
25 25
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AGENDA SESSION MINUTES
Chattanooga City Council
February 15, 2022

Call to Order

Council Chairman Chip Henderson called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. in the Assembly Room
of the John P. Franklin, Sr. City Council Building. A quorum was present, including Vice Chairman
Ken Smith and Councilpersons Jenny Hill, Darrin Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol Berz, Raquetta
Dotley, and Demetrus Coonrod. Others present were Emily O’Donnell, City Attorney, and Keren
Campbell, Council Support Specialist.

Others in Attendance

Mayor’s Office: Tim Kelly, Mayor; Joda Thongnopnua, Chief of Staff; and Mary Lambert,
Community Health Director // Finance: Brent Goldberg, Chief Finance Officer

Approval of Minutes

On motion of Vice Chairman Smith and seconded by Councilwoman Dotley, the minutes of the
last meeting (February 8, 2022) were approved as published.

Ordinances (Final Reading) — Agenda Items 5A, 5B, 5C, 5D, 5E, 5F & 5G

These items had been discussed at previous open meetings. Upon no questions or comments, the
issues were closed.

Ordinances (First Reading) — Agenda Items 6A

This item had been discussed at previous open meetings. Upon no questions or comments, the
issue was closed.

Ordinances (First Reading) — Agenda Items 6B

Councilwoman Coonrod requested further information on this item at the Council Meeting. Upon no
further comments or questions, the issue was closed.

Ordinances (First Reading) — Agenda Items 6C

This item had been discussed at previous open meetings. Upon no questions or comments, the
issue was closed.

Resolutions — Agenda Items 7A

Councilman Ledford asked Mr. Thongnopnua and Dr. Lambert for further information on this item.
He also inquired about individuals helping to create policy and the interacting with the Hamilton
County Health Department. Upon no further questions or comments, the issue was closed.
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Resolutions — Agenda Items 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E, 7F & 7G

These items had been discussed at previous open meetings. Upon no questions or comments, the
issues were closed.

Purchasing Questions

Councilwoman Coonrod asked Mr. Thongnopnua for an update on the RFP. Chairman Henderson
inquired about the services being provided. Upon no further questions or comments, the issue was
closed.

February 22" Agenda

Councilman Ledford stated the he would possibly be seeking to move item 6a.

Councilwoman Coonrod inquired from Mr. Thongnopnua about the steps taken regarding the
appointment in item 7f. She also expressed concerns about items such as these coming before the
Council.

Upon no further questions or comments, the issue was closed.

Other

Councilwoman Berz asked that the report from the Redistricting Committee be brought before
Council at the next Strategic Planning Meeting. Chairman Henderson instructed Council Staff to add
this item to the March 15t Strategic Planning agenda.

Councilwoman Berz requested that the Agency Allocations presentation be done at the March 1t
Strategic Planning Meeting. The Chairman asked Council Staff to schedule the presentation and
inquired from Mr. Goldberg about ensuring that use of funds proposal as well as agency
appropriations were added to the pr esentation.

Mr. Thongnopnua introduced Karitsa Mosley Jones, Mayoral Appointee as Administrator for the
Department of Early Learning.

Upon no further questions or comments, the issue was closed.

Department Report ~ Administrative Changes

Mayor Kelly informed the Council of the following administrative changes and mayoral
appointments: Chris Anderson, Senior Advisor for Legislative Initiatives, and Tim Moreland,
Administrator for the Department of Innovation Delivery and Performance. Upon no further
questions or comments, the issue was closed.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Chairman Henderson adjourned the meeting at 4:01 p.m.

2 2/15/22
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CHATTANOOGA CITY COUNCIL
ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE COUNCIL BUILDING
STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING

RECAP — MARCH 1, 2022

2:00 p.m. Call to Order: Chairman Henderson called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. in
the Assembly Room of the John P. Franklin Sr. City Council Building. A quorum of eight
was present that also included Councilpersons Ledford, Hester, Berz, and Dotley.
Councilwoman Coonrod arrived after the call to order. Deputy City Attorney Noblett and
Council Clerk Gwyn were also present. Councilpersons Smith and Hill were not present at
this meeting.

Redistricting Committee Report: Councilwoman Berz made introductory remarks about
the process for the ad hoc committee working on a redistricting recommendation. She then
introduced Mr. Anderson, who gave a presentation titled “City Council of Chattanooga
Redistricting” that included information on the requirements, process used, and proposed
districts. Afterwards, Mr. Anderson, with assistance from Mr. Sevigny, responded to
questions from the Council. After some discussion, Mr. Anderson agreed to change the
language on the requirements slides regarding the “rule of 10-percent.” Mr. Anderson also
distributed proposed district maps to those councilpersons present. He noted that the
proposed map was available now on the Open Data portal. The redistricting legislation will
be readdressed at the first Strategic Planning meeting in April.

Agency Appropriations: Mr. Goldberg gave a presentation on “Agency Appropriations.”
Among other things, he discussed the three types of agency appropriations, the FY23 non-
profit agency requests, and the use of contracts versus agency appropriations.

Other Business Status
A. Pending Legislative Matters (None)
B. Pending Presentations/Education Sessions
1. District 8 Appointee Interviews/Vote/QOath: Discussion ensued about where to
place the District 8 interviews on the 3/8 Council agenda. By consensus, the Council
decided to hold interviews at 3:00 p.m. on 3/8 and proceed later that day with the
nomination(s) and vote during the “Other Business™ section at the 6:00 p.m. meeting.
The Oath of Office will be administered after the vote.
2. Orientation for District 8 Councilperson................. 3/15 at 12:00 p.m.
C. Future Legislation/Education Sessions

Administrative Items for Future Consideration: 3/15 agenda and beyond

Council Agendas
A. Agenda for 3/1
1. 3:30 p.m. Agenda Session
a) Department Report: Open Data Presentation
2. Committee: Planning and Zoning
3. 6:00 p.m. Council Meeting
B. Agenda for 3/8
1. Agenda Session
2. Attorney-Client Meeting (Closed Session)
3. Committees: Parks and Public Works
4. 6:00 p.m. Council Meeting
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VII.  Board Appointments
A. Current Vacancies
1. Health, Educational & Housing Facility Board (1 seat)
2. Industrial Development Board (2 seats: Districts 5 and 8 appointees needed)
3. Sports Authority Board (District 8)
B. Upcoming Vacancies

VIII.  Adjournment

IX.  Attorney-Client Meeting (Closed Session after the Agenda Session today)
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AGENDA SESSION MINUTES
Chattanooga City Council
March 1, 2022

Call to Order

Council Chairman Chip Henderson called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Assembly Room
of the John P. Franklin, Sr. City Council Building. A quorum of five was present, including
Councilpersons Darrin Ledford, Isiah Hester, Carol Berz, and Demetrus Coonrod. Others present
were Phil Noblett, Deputy City Attorney, and Keren Campbell, Council Support Specialist. Vice
Chairman Ken Smith and Councilpersons Jenny Hill and Raquetta Dotley were not present.

Others in Attendance

Mayor’s Office: Joda Thongnopnua, Chief of Staff; Department of Innovation Delivery and
Performance: Tim Mooreland, Administrator, and Andrew Sevigny, Director of Office of
Performance Management & Open Data; Economic Development: Jermaine Freeman, Senior
Advisor for Economic Opportunity & Interim Administrator; Department of Equity & Community
Engagement: Tamara Steward, Chief Equity Officer

Approval of Minutes

On motion of Councilman Ledford and seconded by Councilwoman Coonrod, the minutes of the
last meeting (February 22, 2022) were approved as published.

Resolutions — Agenda Items 7A

Councilwoman Berz asked Mr. Freeman to correct the wording on this item to reflect improvements
on “facilities,” not “providers.” Mr. Freeman agreed. Councilman Hester inquired about past funds
for Early Learning. Upon no questions or comments, the issues were closed.

Resolutions — Agenda Items 7B

This item had been discussed at previous open meetings. Upon no questions or comments, the
issue was closed.

March 8t Agenda

Chairman Henderson announced that next week, March 8" at 3:00 p.m., the Council will interview
applicants for the District 8 Interim Appointment. Applicants will be given 3 minutes each to address
the Council on why they would be best for the appointment. On the same day, during the “Other
Business” portion of the 6:00 p.m. Council Meeting, the Council will make nominations and vote on
the appointee. A city judge will be present to swear in the applicant with the majority vote, who will
take the seat therein.

Mr. Thongnopnua spoke to items 7a & 7b and introduced Ms. Steward to the Council who answered
questions from Councilman Ledford regarding future goals.

Upon no further questions or comments, the issue was closed.

1 3/1/22
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Future Considerations (3 Week Agenda)

Councilwoman Coonrod had questions for Mr. Thongnopnua regarding the Stadium Corporation
Board and asked for an updated list of vacancies for each board. Upon no further questions or
comments, the issue was closed.

Other

Councilwoman Berz asked the Chairman for the redistricting recommendations to be placed on the
April 5" agenda. The Chairman confirmed that addition to the agenda with Council staff.
Councilwoman Coonrod inquired about informing constituents regarding the redistricting map, to
which Chairman Henderson addressed. Upon no further questions or comments, the issue was
closed.

Department Report ~ Open Data Presentation

Mr. Thongnopnua introduced Mr. Mooreland and Mr. Sevigny, who gave a presentation on Open
Data that covered the following:

¢ Open Data Week

¢ Calendar of Events

¢ What is Open Data

¢ Open Data: The numbers

¢ Unique Rows of Data

¢ What’s next for the open data program

Upon no further questions or comments, the issue was closed.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Chairman Henderson adjourned the meeting at 4:21 p.m.

2 3/1/22
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I
G
Chattanooga City Council
Chattanooga, Tennessee
John P. Franklin, Sr. City Council Building
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 29, 2022
6:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Council Chairman Chip Henderson called the meeting to order. A quorum of eight was present that
also included Vice-Chairman Ken Smith and Councilpersons Carol Berz, Demetrus Coonrod,
Raquetta Dotley, Isiah Hester, Jenny Hill, Darrin Ledford, and Marvene Noel. Others present were
Phil Noblett, Deputy City Attorney, and Nicole Gwyn, Council Clerk. Video of the meeting is
available on YouTube by clicking here.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Ledford led the Assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Public Info Session on Redistricting

Chairman Henderson yielded the chair of the meeting to Councilwoman Berz, who explained the
process for the public input session. Councilwoman Berz went through slides that covered the
following information:

Requirements and considerations

Current Council Districts with 2020 Population
Proposed Major Changes

Proposed Council District with 2020 Population

e @ o o

She opened the floor to anyone wishing to address the Council on the redistricting. She allotted
each person two minutes and announced that the hearing would last up to one hour. She
recognized the following speakers on redistricting:

Dr. Everlena Holmes Audrey Ramsey
Theresa Turner Marie Mott

Helen Burns Sharpe Donald Sanderfur
Eric Atkins

Upon no further speakers, Councilwoman Berz ended the public input session at 6:29 p.m. She
then yielded the chair of the meeting back to Chairman Henderson.

I 03/29/22
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APPROVAL OF LAST MINUTES

On motion of Vice Chairman Smith and seconded by Councilwoman Dotley, the minutes of the
last meeting (March 22, 2022) were approved as published.

ORDINANCES - FINAL READING:

2022-0014

Tyrone Byrd
Planning Commission Version

District No. 2

On motion of Councilwoman Hill and seconded by Councilman Ledford,
ORDINANCE #13794

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART I,
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTIES
LOCATED AT 3838 AND 3840 HIXSON PIKE, FROM R-4 SPECIAL ZONE TO
C-2 CONVENIENCE COMMERCIAL ZONE, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN
CONDITIONS.

Councilwoman Berz moved to approve. Councilwoman Dotley seconded. The motion carried.

ACTION: APPROVED

ORDINANCES - FIRST READING:
ORDINANCE #13795

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART I,
CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE XX, ADDING A NEW SECTION 11-519, ENTITLED,
“MORATORIUM ON THE ACCEPTANCE OF SHORT TERM VACATION
RENTAL APPLICATIONS FOR NON-OWNER, OCCUPIED RENTAL
PROPERTIES,” WHICH ARE NOT THE PRIMARY RESIDENCE OF THE
APPLICANT, FOR A PERIOD BEGINNING MARCH 22, 2022, UP TO AND
INCLUDING, JANUARY 9, 2023.

Vice Chairman Smith moved to approve with the intent to amend. Councilman Ledford
seconded. Based upon language submitted by Chairman Henderson, Vice Chairman Smith
moved to amend by deleting "...for a period beginning March 22, 2022..." and adding
"...a period beginning on the effective date of this ordinance up to and including
January 9, 2023." Councilman Ledford seconded.

Councilwoman Hill moved to table and offered to amend by deleting “...a period
beginning March 22...” and adding “...beginning one month from the passage of this

2 03/29/22
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ordinance.” Councilman Ledford seconded. The motion failed (2-7) upon roll call
vote as follows:

Hill YES Noel NO
Ledford YES Coonrod NO
Hester NO Smith NO
Berz NO Henderson NO
Dotley NO

Vice Chairman Smith moved to approve as amended. Councilman Ledford seconded. The
motion carried unanimously (9-0) upon roll call vote.

ACTION: PASSED AS AMENDED ON FIRST READING

RESOLUTIONS:

PROCEDURAL NOTE: With no objection from the Council, Chairman Henderson instructed
the Clerk to group and read the following four resolutions for one Council vote.

RESOLUTION #31063

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO EXECUTE A
CONTRACT WITH THOMSON REUTERS-WEST FOR CLEAR LAW
ENFORCEMENT PLUS AND ENCLR PROFLEX LPR SOFTWARE
APPLICATION SUBSCRIPTION FOR A THREE (3) YEAR TERM, FOR YEAR
ONE (1), IN THE AMOUNT OF $54,000.00; YEAR TWO (2), NOT TO EXCEED
$55,000.00; AND YEAR THREE (3), NOT TO EXCEED $57,000.00, FOR A
TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $165,000.00, FOR THE
THREE (3) YEAR TERM.

RESOLUTION #31064

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO AWARD CONTRACT NO. Y-21-021-
201, JOHN A. PATTEN COMMUNITY BUILDING — HVAC INSTALLATION, TO
CAGLE DEVELOPMENT LLC, OF CHATTANOOGA, TN, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$1,474,000.00, WITH A CONTINGENCY IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,000.00, FOR
A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $1,574,000.00.

RESOLUTION #31065

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO AWARD CONTRACT NO. R-21-006-
201, MULTIPLE TENNIS COURTS IMPROVEMENTS AT THE BATTERS
PLACE RECREATIONAL FACILITY, TO COMPETITION ATHLETICS
SURFACES, INC., OF CHATTANOOGA, TN, IN THE AMOUNT OF $133,701.20,
WITH A CONTINGENCY AMOUNT OF $13,500.00, FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF
$147,201.20.
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RESOLUTION #31066

A RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION NO. 30995 TO CLARIFY
PROJECT FUNDING SOURCES, PROJECT OWNERSHIP, AND
REGULATORY COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS; AND AUTHORIZING THE
PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE A REVISED
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE |INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT BOARD FOR THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA FOR DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCTION OF MULTIPLE WET-WEATHER STORAGE FACILITIES
TO REDUCE WET-WEATHER WASTEWATER OVERFLOWS WITHIN THE
REGIONAL WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS RELATIVE TO THE
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT (E212) WITH THE HAMILTON COUNTY WATER AND
WASTEWATER TREATMENT AUTHORITY.

Councilman Hester moved to approve. Councilwoman Dotley seconded. The motion carried.

ACTION: RESOLUTIONS 31063 - 31066 ADOPTEDI

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

Proposed Purchases

Julia Bursch, Deputy Chief Operating Officer, briefed the Council on the following proposed
purchases:

REQ113932City Wide Services Division, Public Works $51,050.00
Rock Salt
Lowest/Best Bidder: Compass Minerals America Inc

P.O. Box 277043

Atlanta, GA 30384

200159City Wide Services Division, Public Works $50,000.00
Bags of Ice
Lowest/Best Bidder. Tennessee Valley Ice Company

4116 S Creek Road

Chattanooga, TN 37406

200162City Wide Services Division, Public Works $125,000.00
Grounds Maintenance for City Right-of-Ways (Short Properties)
Lowest/Best Bidder: Excellent Lawncare LLC

6050 Shallowford Road

P.0O. Box 23203

Chattanooga, TN 37422

200163City Wide Services Division, Public Works $95,000.00
Grounds Maintenance for City Right-of-Ways (Long Properties)
Lowest/Best Bidder: Excellent Lawncare LLC

6050 Shallowford Road

P.0O. Box 23203

Chattanooga, TN 37422
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REQ113695Athletic Facilities, Parks & QOutdoors $56,169.56
Bobcat S-770 Skid Steer for Warner Park
Lowest/Best Bidder: Bobcat of Chattanooga

4288 Bonny Oaks Drive

Chattanooga, TN 37406

200175Parks Maintenance Division, Parks & Outdoors $225,000.00
Turf Treatment & Athletic Field Maintenance at Select City Parks

Lowest/Best Bidders:

1. River City Athletic Fields - 9013 W. Old Lovelady Road, Hixson, TN 37343

2. Weed Man Lawn Care - 6921 Middle Valley Road Suite 112, Hixson, TN 37343

REQ113697Chattanooga Police Department $51,747.17
Ammunition
Lowest/Best Bidder: Percision Delta Corporation

205 W Floyce Street

Ruleville, MS 38771

Councilwoman Hill moved to approve. Councilwoman Dotley seconded. The motion carried.

ACTION: ALL PURCHASES APPROVED |

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Budget and Finance Committee
Councilwoman Berz reported:
e The redistricting public input session was held earlier in the meeting.

Economic Development Committee
Councilwoman Coonrod
(No report)

Education and Innovation Committee
Councilwoman Hill
(No report)

Equity and Community Development Committee
Councilwoman Dotley
(No report)

Legislative Committee
Vice-Chairman Smith
(No report)

Planning and Zoning Committee
Councilman Ledford reported:
o The committee will meet next week, April 5, after the 3:30 p.m. Agenda Session.

Parks and Public Works
Councilman Hester
(No report)
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Public Safety Committee

Councilwoman Noel
(No report)

RECOGNITION OF PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL

(Listen and view on YouTube here)

Attorney Noblett read the rules of procedure for persons wishing to address the Council. After
which, Chairman Henderson recognized the following persons:

Speaker Name District | Primary Topics:

o Betty Maddox Battle (N/A) | Homicide support group
e Lisa Brown (N/A) | STVR Moratorium

e Brad Wardlaw (N/A) | STVR Moratorium

¢ Joe Riley 2 STVR Moratorium

e Kelsey Sailor 2 STVR Moratorium

e Donna Morgan 1 STVR Moratorium

o Kirk Marvick 9 STVR Moratorium

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Councilwoman Dotley, Chairman Henderson adjourned the meeting of the
Chattanooga City Council until Tuesday, April 5, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.

o i Dy

U CHAIRMAN

CLERK OF COUNCIL

i
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5/23/23, 10:49 AM Google Vault - Fwd: Two Options o Re: |str|ct|n6Chan‘i;es

City's Responses to RFP 07/17/2
Fwd: Two Options for Redistricting Changes

mnoel@chattanooga.gov Marvene Noel Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at 10:39:10 AM Eastern Daylight Time
To: rdotley@chattanooga.gov Raquetta Dotley

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Andrew Sevigny <asevigny@chattanooga.gov>

Date: Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 10:24 AM

Subject: Two Options for Redistricting Changes

To: Marvene Noel <mnoel@chattanooga.gov>

Cc: Chris Anderson <canderson@chattanooga.gov>, Nicole Gwyn <nsgwyn@chattanooga.gov>

Good morning Councilwoman Noel!

Attached are two potential tweaks to the proposed maps. The Blue Lines indicate where the Current City Council Districts boundaries are, the
Red Lines indicate where the initial proposed district lines were before the data issue was discovered, and the Filled in Colors indicate where the
proposed tweaks to the map are.

OPTION 1: This map would split Alton Park by putting the area South of E 38th St and East of Central Ave into District 8.

OPTION 2: This map would not split Alton Park, but would instead split Glenwood between Districts 8 and 9. The area North of E 3rd St and West
of Glenwood Dr would be in District 8 and everything else in District 9. We cannot put the entirety of Glenwood within District 8 without making
some radical changes to District 9 and 5.

If you have any questions, please let us know.

Thank you!

Andrew Sevigny

asevigny@chattanooga.gov

Attachments:
Proposed Change Option 2.pdf 10.0M
Proposed Change Option 1.pdf 10.0M

https://ediscovery.google.com/discovery/DisplayMessage?m=c224662e-73e9-4d27-ad5e-909e57b0d7a7&at=ACD7onqovjgQKtJkodnLV45jp9Xjza9 ni... 1/1
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CHATTANOOGA PUBLISHING COMPANY
VS

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, et al.

MARVENE NOEL
September 08, 2023

&EXITASW

Lexitas Legal TENNESSEE | 1015 Avery Park Dr| Smyrna, TN 37167 | (615) 595-0073|
tn.scheduling@lexitaslegal.com




Page 3

1 I'N THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE 1
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT 2 I N D E X
2 AT CHATTANCOGA 3 Page
3 4 Exam nation
CHATTANOOGA PUBLI SHI NG COVPANY, By M. MAdoo 5
4 5
Plaintiff, 6
5 7
Vs, Case No. 22-0902 8
6 Part 1 9 EXHI BI TS
7 CITY OF CHATTANOCOGA, CHATTANOOGA
Cl TY COUNCI L 10 Page
8 11 Exhibit No. 1 11
AND Def endant Marvene Noel's Responses to
° CHI P HENDERSON, JENNY HI LL, KEN SM TH 12 Plaintiff's First Set of
10 DARRIN LEDFORD, |S|AH HESTER CARCL B. Interrogatories
BERZ, RAQUETTA DOTLEY, MARVENE NCEL, 13 o
11 and DEMETRUS COONROD, in their official Exhibit No. 2 13
capacity as menbers of the Chattanooga 14 Def endants The City of Chattanooga and
12 Gty Council, the Chattanooga City Council Responses
13 Def endant s. 15 to Plaintiff's First Set of
14 Interrogatories
15 16
16 Deposi tion of: Exhibit No. 3 24
17 MARVENE NOEL 17 E-mai |, Subject: Two Options for
18 Taken on behal f of the Plaintiff Redi stricting Changes
19 Septenber 8, 2023 18 Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP
Commencing at 11:00 a.m 07/17/ 2023 000391 - 393
21 20
22 21
23 LEXI TAS 22
www. Lexi t asLegal . com 23
24 MELI SSA M SM TH, RPR, LCR, CCR 24
Chat t anooga, Tennessee
25 (423) 266- 2332 25
Page 2 Page 4
1 1
; APPEARANECES 2 S TI P UL ATI ONS
4 For the Plaintiff 3
5 MR. PAUL R. McADOO
Attorney at Law 4
6 Reporters Conmittee for Freedom of the Press 5 The deposition of MARVENE NOEL was taken
6688 Nol ensvill e Road o .
7 Suite 108-20 6 by counsel for the Plaintiff, by Notice, at the
Brentwood, TN 37027 7 offices of Chattanooga City Attorney, 100 East
8 (615) 823-3633
pntadoo@ cf p. or g 8 Eleventh Street, Suite 200, Chattanooga, Tennessee,
lg 9 on Septenber 8, 2023, for all purposes under the
For the Defendants: 10 Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure.
11 S . .
MR SAM D. ELLIOTT 11 Al fornalities as to caption, notice,
12 Attorney at Law 12 statement of appearance, et cetera, are waived.
Gear hi ser, Peters, Elliott & Cannon, PLLC . .
13 320 McCal lie Avenue 13 Al objections, except as to the formof the
Chat t anooga, TN 37402 14 question, are reserved to the hearing, and that
14 (423) 576-5171 ) o ) ) )
sel | i ot t @ear hi serpeters. com 15 said deposition may be read and used in evidence in
15 16 said cause of action in any trial thereon or any
MR PHI L NOBLETT
16 Attorney at Law 17 proceedi ng herein.
Office of the Gty Attorney 18 It is agreed that MELISSA M SMTH RPR
17 City of Chattanooga
100 East 11th Street 19 Licensed Court Reporter for the State of Tennessee,
18 Sui te 200 . .
Chat t anooga, TN 37402 20 mmy swear the witness, and that the reading and
19 (423) 643-8250 21 signing of the conpleted deposition by the w tness
bl ett @hat t .
20 pnobl ett @hat t anooga. gov 22 was not discussed.
21 23
22
24 25
25
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE

(615) 595- 0073
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Page 5 Page 7
1 *oxox 1 I've structured it usually.
2 MARVENE NOEL, 2 The other is a privilege objection. If
3 was called as a witness, and after having been duly 3 they object based on privilege, they're going to
4 sworn, testified as follows: 4 tell you "don't answer the question," and then
5 5 the lawyers will figure out what to do from
6 EXAMINATION 6 there.
7 BY MR. McADOO: 7 We haven't had one of those yet, but, you
8 Q. Good morning. 8 know, first time for everything.
9 A. Good morning. 9 Do you understand these instructions?
10 Q. Would you please state your name? 10 A. I do.
11 A. Marvene Noel. 11 Q. Great. Did you -- do you take any
12 Q. Have you ever been deposed before? 12 medication that affects your memory?
13 A. |have. 13 A. No.
14 Q. And could you tell me about the prior 14 Q. Isthere any reason that you can think of
15 times you've been deposed? 15 why you may not be able to give your best
16 A. Itwas for a, let me see, car accident. 16 testimony today?
17 And the other one was for a witness of an 17 A. No.
18 accident. 18 Q. Tell me what your current job is.
19 Q. Okay. So justto go -- I'm going to go 19 A. I'm city council representative for
20 over several ground rules so we're on the same 20 District 8.
21 page. 21 Q. Do you have any other employment?
22 Even though this is an informal setting, 22 A. ldo. | have a part-time job -- well,
23 this is a formal legal proceeding. Do you 23 occasionally work as a pharmacy tech.
24 understand that you're obligated to answer my 24 Q. Let's go back to your city council
25 questions fully and truthfully, just as if you 25 position.

Page 6 Page 8
1 were in front of a judge testifying? 1 When did you first join the City Council?
2 A. ldo. 2 A. lwas -- March of 2022.
3 Q. Great. When we're doing this process, 3 Q. And was that by appointment or election?
4 please wait until | finish asking a question to 4 A. That was by appointment.
5 answer it, and I'll also do my best to wait until 5 Q. And have you been since elected to that
6 you're done with an answer before | move ontomy | 6 position?
7 next question. 7 A. |have.
8 Please answer clearly and audibly so that 8 Q. When was that?
9 the court reporter can take down your responses. 9 A. September 15th, | believe.
10 Please don't shake your head and nod, things like 10 Q. 0Of 20227
11 that. 11 A. 2022.
12 If you do not understand the question, let 12 Q. Great. Do you currently chair any
13 me know. I'll do my best to rephrase it or find 13 committees --
14 a better way to explain what I'm trying to ask. 14 A. ldo.
15 If you need a break at any point, let me 15 Q. --for the City Council?
16 know. If we are in the middle of the question, | 16 Which ones?
17 will ask you to answer the question and then we 17 A. Education and innovation.
18 will talk about having a break after that. 18 Q. Didyou go to college?
19 You may hear objections from your 19 A. |did.
20 attorneys. There are two types of objections 20 Q. Where did you go?
21 usually. There is one called objection to form. 21 A. Tennessee State University and Chatt
22 You're still expected to answer that question. 22 State.
23 That's mostly for me so | know, hey, maybe Ilwant | 23 Q. What did you study?
24 to rephrase my question because there is 24 A. Business.
25 something they think is problematic about how 25 Q. Didyou graduate?

Lexi tas - TENNESSEE S..
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Page 21
1 meeting?
2 A. ltwasto tell us about some numbers being
3 not correct.
4 Q. Wasiitalso to discuss the changes that
5 were -- that are discussed on page 6 of the
6 City's interrogatories?
7 A. This one here?
8 Q. Yeah. We talked about a minute ago about
9 how on page 5 there was changes made on the 11th
10 of April. Then, those were published on the 12
11 of April. Then, you have a meeting on the 13th.
12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Was that -- did you discuss those changes?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. Was -- what else was discussed at the
16 meeting?
17 A. That was it, except that you -- we needed
18 to get the numbers so they would balance.

Page 23
1 MR. ELLIOTT: He's not taking my

2 deposition. He's taking yours.

3 MR. McADOO: That would be super fun,

4 butit's not allowed.

5 MR. ELLIOTT: You do the best you

6 can, Marvene.

7 BY MR. McADOOQO:

8 Q. Thisis not memory game. I'm not trying

9 to test your memory. You either remember or you

10 don't.

11 A. No. No. I'm not -- I know you're not

12 trying to test my memory, but I'm trying to make
13 sure I'm telling when my maps were. That's what
14 I'm saying. So, as the meetings were, when | saw
15 my maps.

16 Q. So you saw the maps in public meetings and
17 you saw the maps in the two meetings we just

18 discussed with staff?

19 Q. Didyou ask any questions at the meeting? 19 A.  When the numbers had to be readjusted,
20 A. |did not. 20 yes.
21 Q. Didthey ask you any questions? 21 Q. Did you have any communications with other
22 A. Other than did I understand, and that was 22 members of City Council about redistricting
23 it. 23 outside of properly noticed public meetings?
24 Q. Did they ask you for any feedback -- 24 A. No.
25 A. No. 25 Q. Any phone calls, e-mails related to

Page 22 Page 24
1 Q. --onthe changes? 1 redistricting back and forth between you and --
2 Did you give them any feedback on the 2 A. No.
3 changes? 3 Q. Allright. 1 would like to -- I'm going
4 A. No. 4 to hand you another document. Please take your
5 Q. Were you shown a map during that 5 time and read it and, when you're done, let me
6 presentation or during that meeting? 6 know.
7 A. 1 had maps, but I don't remember what 7 A. (Reviews document.)
8 meeting it was. 8 Q. Could you tell me what this document is?
9 Q. Didyou take any notes in that meeting? 9 A. Yes. ltistheredistricting changes for
10 A. No. 10 the maps.
11 Q. Did you see anyone else taking any notes 11 Q. Could you tell me who --is it -- is it an
12 in that meeting? 12 e-mail?
13 A. No. 13 A. ltis.
14 Q. Did you ask for any changes to the map? 14 Q. And are you one of the recipients or
15 A. No. 15 senders?
16 Q. Did you give the staff any instructions of 16 A. lam.
17 any kind during that meeting? 17 Q. Do you recall receiving and sending this
18 A. No. 18 e-mail?
19 Q. Didyou have any other communications with | 19 A. ldo.
20 staff outside of properly noticed public meetings 20 Q. And so let's talk first about
21 related to redistricting? 21 Mr. Sivigny's e-mail to you.
22 A. No. 22 MR. McADOO: Could we please mark
23 THE WITNESS: Question. 23 this as Exhibit 3?
24 BY MR. McADOO: 24 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
25 Q. He can't answer my questions right now. 25 Exhibit Number 3.)

Lexitas -

TENNESSEE 21. .

(615) 595- 0073
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Page 25 Page 27
1 BY MR. McADOO: 1 A. No.
2 Q. Did Mr. Sevigny ever tell you or did 2 Q. Butdo youremember receiving this e-mail
3 anyone else ever tell you why they sent this 3 from Mr. Sevigny?
4 e-mail to you, the first e-mail in this string? 4 A. lguessldid. Idon't, per se, remember,
5 A. Yes. It was the numbers needed to -- the 5 remember, but...
6 numbers were off so they needed to make a 6 Q. Isthere any reason to doubt this is an
7 correction on it. 7 e-mail sent to you by Mr. Sevigny?
8 Q. Any other reason? 8 A. No.
9 A. No. 9 Q. Isthere any reason to doubt that you
10 Q. Did any of them explain to you why you 10 forwarded this e-mail to Ms. Dotley?
11 were the only council member they sent it to? 11 A. No.
12 A. ldon't understand that question. 12 Q. Do you know why you forwarded this to
13 Q. Sure. Did Mr. Sevigny, Mr. Anderson, or 13 Ms. Dotley?
14 anyone else tell you why you were the only 14 A. |have no recollection of that.
15 council member that received this e-mail which 15 Q. Did you ever express a preference to
16 discusses two options? 16 anyone regarding which option should be chosen of
17 MR. ELLIOTT: Can I? It kind of 17 the two that are presented by Mr. Sevigny in his
18 lacks foundation. You're supposing she was the 18 e-mail?
19 only one. Maybe does she know why she'stheonly | 19 A. Okay. | don't understand that question.
20 one? 20 Q. Sothere are two options presented in the
21 BY MR. McADOQOO: 21 e-mail. Feel free to take a look at it.
22 Q. Do you know why you were the only one on 22 MR. ELLIOTT: He sent you two maps.
23 this e-mail? 23 THE WITNESS: He sent me two maps.
24 A. lguess I'mthe only one on this e-mail 24 BY MR. McADOO:
25 because it affected my district. 25 Q. For the record, these were produced by
Page 26 Page 28
1 Q. Why did you forward -- did you forward 1 defendants in response to a request for
2 this e-mail to Councilwoman Dotley? 2 production. They're marked as Bates label
3 A. No. 3 Numbers 391, 392, and 393.
4 Q. Could you look at the top of the page? It 4 The maps are -- it appears to be the
5 says "FYD" then colon. Does that indicate 5 attachments to Mr. Sevigny's original e-mail.
6 this -- the original immediately was forwarded? 6 The -- could you read Mr. Sivigny's e-mail
7 A. Well, I'm not computer savvy and e-mail 7 tous?
8 savvy. So, | mean, FYD? Where are we talking 8 A. "Good morning, Councilwoman Noel.
9 about? 9 Attached are two potential tweaks to the proposed
10 Q. The very top in bold, the boldest and 10 maps. The blue lines indicate where the current
11 biggest lettering there is. 11 city council district boundaries are. The red
12 A. FWD. 12 lines indicate where the initial proposed
13 Q. Whatdid | say? 13 district lines were before the data issue was
14 A. You said "FYD." 14 discovered. And the filled-in colors indicate
15 Q. Sorry. 15 where the proposed tweaks to the maps -- to the
16 MR. ELLIOTT: He is trying to trick 16 map are. This map will split Alton Park by
17 you. 17 putting the area south of East 38th Street and
18 THE WITNESS: 1didn't even pay that 18 east of Central Avenue into District 8."
19 any attention so I didn't even know that it was 19 Q. Can you pause there for a second? At the
20 forwarded to her. 20 beginning of that sentence, is there --
21 BY MR. McADOQO: 21 A. Option 1. Sorry.
22 Q. Okay. Itlooks like, according to the 22 Want me to re-read?
23 header of this, that you sent this e-mail -- you 23 Q. No. That's fine. We've clarified that.
24 forwarded this e-mail to Councilwoman Dotley. Do | 24 A. "Option 2. This map would not split Alton
25 you recall doing that? 25 Park, but instead split Glenwood between District

Lexitas - TENNESSEE 25. .28
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Page 29

Page 31

1 8and 9. The area north of East 3rd Street and 1 A. ldon'trecall.
2 west of Glenwood Drive would be in District 8 and 2 Q. Butyou do recall expressing your
3 everything else in District 9. We cannot put the 3 preference --
4 entirety of Glenwood within District 8 without 4 A. My preference.
5 making some radical changes to District 9 and 5. 5 Q. --to Mr. Anderson?
6 If you have any questions, please let us know. 6 A. Yes
7 Thank you." 7 Q. Atsome point after this e-mail?
8 Q. Thank you. | appreciate you reading that. 8 A. Yes.
9 My guestion to you is did you ever express 9 Q. Because this e-mail was the first time you
10 an opinion to anyone regarding which of these 10 had heard of the two options?
11 options should be chosen for the redistricting 11 A. Yes.
12 map? 12 Q. Did you tell anyone else that Option 2 was
13 A. Ichose an option. 13 your choice?
14 Q. Which one did you choose? 14 A. No.
15 A. Ichose the option -- the one that would 15 Q. You didn't speak to Councilperson Coonrod?
16 keep me in the Glenwood area, the bigger part of 16 A. No.
17 my area, this way, instead of taking it the 17 Q. Or Councilwoman Dotley?
18 longer way out, which would be -- would be 18 A. No.
19 Option 2. 19 Q. Justso Mr. Anderson?
20 Q. Ifit's helpful to you, just to confirm -- 20 A. Yes
21 because you are going to know the maps better 21 Q. Do you recall if those options were
22 than|. The maps afterwards are -- actually, we 22 discussed in any properly noticed public
23 can... 23 meetings?
24 So you -- who did you tell that that was 24 MR. ELLIOTT: Object to the form.
25 your choice, that Option 2 was your choice? 25 /1
Page 30 Page 32
1 A. To Chris. 1 BY MR. McADOO:
2 Q. To Chris Anderson? 2 Q. You still have to answer.
3 A. Yes. 3 A. Repeat your question.
4 Q. When did you do that? 4 Q. Sure.
5 A. ldon'trecall. When they were shown to 5 MR. ELLIOTT: In general or
6 me, yeah. 6 particularly?
7 Q. Sothis, according to your 7 BY MR. McADOO:
8 interrogatories, the City's interrogatories, and 8 Q. Were those two specific options discussed
9 your testimony today, your last individual 9 in the April 14th meeting ever discussed at a
10 meeting with Chris Anderson was on April -- 10 meeting of City Council?
11 | believe it was -- make sure | don't get it 11 A. ldon'trecall.
12 wrong. 12 Q. That's fine.
13 April 13th, correct? 13 Do you recall ever you expressing a
14 A. Where is mine, answer to mine? 14 preference between Option 1 and Option 2 in a
15 (Reviews document.) 15 meeting of City Council?
16 Q. It's going to be probably answer to 16 A. ldon'trecall.
17 Question Number -- actually, it's different for 17 Q. Have you ever served on a city council
18 you. It's 4 for the City and 3 for you. 18 committee that never met in public?
19 A. Yes. 19 A. No.
20 Q. So this e-mail is from April 14th. So my 20 MR. McADOO: Can | take five minutes,
21 question to you is when did you tell Mr. Anderson | 21 do my little thing where | call my colleague in
22 that Option 2 was your choice? 22 DC and make sure that | may be done?
23 A.  When it was presented to me. 23 (Short break.)
24 Q. Do you remember when that was? Wasita | 24 BY MR. McADOO:
25 phone call? 25 Q. Just some final kind of wrap-up questions
Lexitas - TENNESSEE 29..32

(615) 595- 0073



http://www.elitereportingservices.com

Page 33
with for you, Councilwoman Noel.

Is there any answer to my questions that
you would like to change before we close this
deposition?

A. No.
Q. Isthere any information | asked you about
that you remember now that you didn't recall when
| asked the question about it?
A. No.
Q. Isthere anything you would like to add to
clarify an answer you gave me?
A. No.
Q. Thanks. That's it.
(WHEREUPON, the reporter requested
orders on the record.)
MR. McADOO: Regular time.
MR. NOBLETT: Just send me a copy.
FURTHER DEPONENT SAITH NOT
(WHEREUPON, the deposition was
concluded at 11:41 a.m.)
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Page 34
REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF HAM LTON

I, MELISSA M SMTH, Licensed Court
Reporter, with offices in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
hereby certify that | reported the foregoing
deposi tion of MARVENE NCEL by machi ne shorthand to
the best of nmy skills and abilities, and
thereafter the sane was reduced to typewitten

© 00 N O g A WN R

PR e
N P O

formby me. | amnot related to any of the
parties named herein, nor their counsel, and have

=R
A W

no interest, financial or otherwise, in the
out come of the proceedings.

| further certify that in order for this
docunent to be considered a true and correct copy,

T
o o

17 it nust bear ny original signature, and that any
unaut hori zed reproduction in whole or in part
18 and/or transfer of this document is not
aut horized, will not be considered authentic, and
19 will be in violation of Tennessee Code Annot ated

39-14- 149, Theft of Services. R

SheShM s,

20 X

21

22

23

24

25
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CHATTANOOGA PUBLISHING COMPANY
VS

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, et al.

|SIAH HESTER
October 04, 2023
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1 I'N THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE 1
FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT 2 I N D E X
2 AT CHATTANOOGA 3 Page
4 Exami nation
3 By M. Weeks 6
CHATTANOOGA PUBLI SHI NG COVPANY, 5 . .
4 Exami nat i on
Plaintiff, 6 By M. Elliott 48
; i
VS. Case No. 22-0902
6 Part 1 o E X HI B 1 T S
7 CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, CHATTANOOGA Page
ClI TY COUNCI L 10
8 Exhibit No. 1 10
AND 11 Council District 5 map
9 12 Exhibit No. 2 18
CHI P HENDERSON, JENNY HI LL, KEN SM TH, Decenber 9, 2021, Invitation:
10 DARRIN LEDFORD, I|SIAH HESTER, CARCL B. 13 Redi stricting conmittee information
BERZ, RAQUETTA DOTLEY, MARVENE NCEL, sessi on
11 and DEMETRUS COONROD, in their official 14 Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP
capacity as nenbers of the Chattanooga 07/ 17/ 2023 000935
12 City Council, 15 o
13 Def endant s. Exhibit No. 3 20
16 Power Poi nt presentation titled
14 "Redi stricting 12/9/21"
15 17
16 Deposi tion of: Exhibit No. 4 N 28
17 | SI AH HESTER 18 Feb_ruar_y 15, 2922, | nvitation:
18 Taken on behal f of the Plaintiff 10 ?f?h;lt;'c“”g information session
19 Cctober 4, 2023 Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP
. . 20 07/17/ 2023 000931
Comrencing at 9:00 a.m 21 Exhibit No. 5 28
20 Def endant |siah Hester's Responses to
21 22 Plaintiff's First Set of
22 Interrogatories
23 LEXI TAS 23
www. Lexi t asLegal . com Exhibit No. 6 30
24 MELISSA M SMTH, RPR LCR CCR 24 Power Poi nt presentation titled
Chat t anooga, Tennessee "Redi stricting 2/15/22"
25 (423) 266- 2332 25
Page 2 Page 4
1 1 E X HI B 1 T S
2 A P PEARANTCES 2 (cont i nued)
3
For the Plaintiff 3 Page
4 4 Exhibit No. 7 34
MR PAUL R MADCO March 1, 2022, Strategic Planning
5 Attorney at Law 5 Meet i ng Agenda
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press Ing Ag
6 6688 Nol ensvi |l e Road Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP
; gg;:}fwégg 2$N 37027 6 07/ 17/ 2023 001009 - 1011
(615) 823, 3633 7 Exhibit No. 8 - ‘ ‘ 36
8 pncadoo@ cfp. org Power Poi nt presentation titled "Gty
9 Xﬁ LIN V\EtEKE 8 Counci| of Chattanooga Redistricting
orney at Law "
10 Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press Presented on 3/1/22
1156 15th Street NW 9
11 Suite 1250 Exhibit No. 9 38
Washi ngt on, DC 20005 . . . "o~
12 (202) 800- 3533 10 Poweer nt presentation ti FI ed' 0 ty
I weeks@cfp.org Counci | of Chattanooga Redistricting
S 11 Presented on 4/19/22"
For the Defendants: Bates Nos. City's Responses to RFP
15 12 07/ 17/ 2023 000790 - 796
16 XR SAM D. Ell:LI orT 13 Exhibit No. 10 40
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17 320 McCallie Avenue 14 M nut es
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sel | i ott @ear hi serpeters.com May 3, 2022, Council Meeting M nutes
MR PHI L NOBLETT 17
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Attorneys at Law
21 Ofice of the City Attorney 19
Cty of Chattanooga 20
22 100 East 11th Street 21
Sui te 200
23 Chat t anooga, TN 37402 22
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Page 5 Page 7
! 1 Q. You should answer clearly and audibly so
2 sTihPULATIONS 2 that the court reporter can take down your
3 3 response. So no head nods or headshakes because
4 4 those won't show up on the transcript.
5 The deposition of |SIAH HESTER was taken 5 If you don't understand a question, please
6 by counsel for the Plaintiff, by Notice, at the 6 jUSt let me know and | can rephrase it.
7 offices of the City of Chattanooga, 1000 Lindsay 7 A. Okay.
8 Street, JB Collins Meeting Room Chattanooga, 8 Q If you need a break at any point in the
9 Tennessee, on Cctober 4, 2023, for all purposes 9 deposition, you can finish answering the question
10 wunder the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure. 10 that I've asked, and then jUSt Iet me knOW you
1 Al formalities as to caption, notice, 11 need a break and we can see what we can do.
12 statenent of appearance, et cetera, are waived. 12 A. Okay
13 Al objections, except as to the formof the 13 Q Do you take any medication that affects
14 question, are reserved to the hearing, and that 14 your memory?
15 said deposition nmay be read and used in evidence in 15 A. NO, | do not.
16 said cause of action in any trial thereon or any 16 Q Is there any other reason that you can
17 proceeding herein. 17 think of that you might not be able to give your
18 It is agreed that MELISSA M SM TH, RPR, 18 best testimony today?
19 Licensed Court Reporter for the State of Tennessee, 19 A. No.
20 may swear the witness, and that the reading and 20 Q What is your current position with the
21 signing of the conpleted deposition by the witness 21 City Council?
22 was not discussed. 22 A. I'm District 5 representative for the City
23 23 Council.
24 24 Q. When were you first elected?
25 25 A. March of --it's been, what, three years
Page 6 Page 8
1 ¥k ok 1 ago. Almost three years ago.
2 ISIAH HESTER, 2 Q. And did you hold elected office prior to
3 was called as a witness, and after having been duly 3 that position?
4 sworn, testified as follows: 4 A. No, no, never.
5 5 Q. Do you hold other employment along with
6 EXAMINATION 6 your role with the City Council?
7 BY MR. WEEKS: 7 A. Yes,ldo. I'maminister. | own a
8 Q. Could you please state your full name for 8 commercial cleaning company too, and | do a lot
9 the record? 9 of odd jobs too.
10 A. Isiah Van Hester. 10 Q. Thereason | ask -- so other than the
11 Q. Mr. Hester, have you ever had your 11 redistricting that took place in 2021 and 2022,
12 deposition taken before? 12 have you worked on redistricting in any other
13 A. No. Never. 13 context?
14 Q. So I'll give you some ground rules. Even 14 A. No, no, never.
15 though we're in an informal setting today, this 15 Q. Where did you attend college?
16 is a formal legal proceeding. 16 A. University of Tennessee-Chattanooga.
17 Do you understand that you are obligated 17 Q. What year did you graduate?
18 to answer my questions fully and truthfully, just 18 A.  '91.
19 as if you were testifying before a judge in a 19 Q. What degree did you earn?
20 courtroom? 20 A. Business management.
21 A. Yes. 21 Q. Do you have an advanced degree?
22 Q. As we go through today, | have a set of 22 A. ldo, in ministry.
23 questions. So please just wait until | finish 23 Q. Okay. Did you do any preparation for
24 asking a question to answer it. 24 today's deposition?
25 A. Okay. 25 A. | prayed, meditated, got prepared that
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE 5..
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Page 17
1 A. Onlytime we met was the organized time,
2 the allotted time we were there. | only met
3 twice with them. That was the only time | was
4 there with them.
5 Q. Do you recall the first, approximately
6 when the first time you met with them was?
7 A. I'mgoing to say sometime in September.
8 Q. September. Was this a meeting on
9 September 30th, 2021?

10 A. Iwantto say it may have been that date,
11 yeah.
12 Q. Following the first time you met with the

13 Redistricting Committee, did you have work to do
14 regarding redistricting coming out of that

15 meeting?

16 A. No. We were waiting on the next meeting
17 to see. We were just waiting for the next

18 meeting. 1didn't have any work to do on that.
19 Q. How were you kept aware of when the

20 Redistricting Committee would meet?

21 A. They made it aware. It was publicly

22 announced that we were going to meet.

23 Q. Where was it publicly announced?
24 A. lcan'trecall. 1don't want to speculate
25 on that, but | know any time we do anything with

Page 19
1 A. lknow | attended two meetings. I'm not
2 sure which one. Right.
3 Q. Okay. So then, thinking about the first
4 of those two meetings that you attended, do you
5 recall what was discussed at the first -- the two
6 meetings you attended?
7 A. They was laying down the groundwork on, |
8 guess, the numbers of folk in all the different
9 districts. And | just know it's got to be --
10 Ithink the number is 20,000 folk. You've got to
11 be 10 percent, either way, close to that figure.
12 And that's the most | recall from that.
13 Q. Do you recall how it was decided that
14 would be the topic of the conversation during
15 that meeting?
16 A. ldo not.
17 Q. What did the Redistricting Committee
18 accomplish during that first meeting you
19 attended?
20 A. Making us aware there was a need to have a
21 Redistricting Committee.
22 Q. Did a City staff member named Chris
23 Anderson also attend that meeting?
24 A. Hedid.
25 Q. Did a City staff member named Andrew

Page 18
1 the City it's always announced.
2 Q. Why s that?
3 A. Any government agency, | guess, based on
4 the sunshine law, everything's got to be open.
5 Q. So regarding your recollection of the
6 notice given for that meeting, is that based on a
7 specific recollection of that notice, or is that
8 based on your general recollection of the City's
9 practice for all meetings?

10 A. Justthe practice, practice.
11 MR. WEEKS: Mark that 2.
12 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked as

13 Exhibit Number 2.)

14 BY MR. WEEKS:

15 Q. I've handed you a document that appears to
16 be an invitation to a Redistricting Committee

17 information session. It's Bates stamp 935.

18 So you can take a second to look at this.

19 A. (Reviews document.)

20 Q. Do you recall receiving this invitation to

21 the meeting?

Page 20
1 Sevigny attend that meeting?
2 A. Hedid, yes.
3 Q. Did the Redistricting Committee ask
4 Mr. Anderson or Mr. Sevigny to give a
5 presentation at that first meeting that you
6 attended?
7 A. lknow we had a presentation maybe the
8 second time. I'm not sure about the first time.

9 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
10 Exhibit Number 3.)

11 BY MR. WEEKS:

12 Q. [I've handed you a document that appears to
13 be a set of slides. This is dated December 9th,
14 2021.

15 Are you -- yeah. Take a moment.

16 A. (Reviews document.)

17 Q. Does this refresh your recollection as to

18 whether you saw a presentation during the first

19 meeting that you attended?
20 A. Right. It's showing that | was deficient,
21 that I needed to gain more folks in District 5.

22 A. Iseeitnow. I don't think | accepted 22 Q. Are you familiar with this presentation?
23 it. 23 A. Yes.
24 Q. Maybe a better question is: Did you 24 Q. Okay. How are you familiar with it?
25 attend this meeting? 25 A.  How am | familiar with it?
Lexi tas - TENNESSEE 17..20
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Page 21 Page 23
1 Q. VYeah. 1 A. No, wedid not.
2 A. Itwas presented. 2 Q. Didyou discuss it with her after this
3 Q. Okay. Ifyou could turn to the fifth page 3 meeting?
4 here, it says "process used." 4 A. No. No.
5 Actually -- so at Point 2A here it says 5 Q. Are you aware of whether Councilperson
6 "Districts 5, 8, 9 need to increase in 6 Berz had seen the proposed boundary change prior
7 population.” 7 to this presentation?
8 Is that correct? Did your district need 8 A. No, I'm not aware of that.
9 to increase in population to comply with the law? 9 Q. Do you recall whether you had an opinion
10 A. That's correct. 10 on this boundary change between your district and
11 Q. Prior to this meeting, were you aware that 11 District 6?
12 would be required? 12 A. No, | did not. I did not.
13 A. Asl--I'mnotsure. | know -- | see it 13 Q. Youdon'trecall or you --
14 here. From this data, current data, right. 14 A. No, I didn't have any discussion.
15 Q. I guess prior to this meeting, this 15 Correct.
16 December 9th meeting, had you seen any proposals | 16 Q. So the question was did you have an
17 for new district boundaries? 17 opinion on it.
18 A. No, no, no. 18 A. No, I didn't have an opinion on it.
19 Q. If we could look at page 7 where there's 19 Q. Do you recall whether Councilperson Berz
20 two maps -- so here we've got two maps. 20 expressed an opinion on that boundary change
21 District 5 is in kind of darker blue on this map, 21 during the December 9th meeting?
22 correct? 22 A. No, shedidn't have an opinion on it.
23 A. That's correct. 23 Q. Your district's northwestern border is
24 Q. The map marked "proposed draft" contains 24 shared with District 3, which is green on this
25 changes to the boundaries of District 5 from the 25 map; is that correct?

Page 22 Page 24
1 map marked "current,” correct? 1 A. That's correct.
2 A. Okay. 2 Q. Again, the boundary between your district
3 Q. Isthat correct? 3 and District 3 has changed from the current to
4 A. That's correct, that's correct, that's 4 the proposed draft; is that correct?
5 correct. 5 A. That's correct.
6 Q. And inthe map marked "current” 6 Q. And Councilperson Smith represents
7 District 5's eastern border is shared with 7 District 3, correct?
8 District 6, correct? 8 A. Thatis correct.
9 A. Correct, correct. 9 Q. Prior to this meeting, did you and
10 Q. And the boundary between District 5 and | 10 Councilperson Smith discuss the boundary between
11 District 6 has changed between the two maps, | 11 your districts changing?
12 correct? 12 A. No. No, we didn't.
13 A. That's correct. 13 Q. Did you discuss it at this meeting?
14 Q. And Councilperson Berz represents 14 A. No. No, we didn't discuss it.
15 District 6, correct? 15 Q. Was Councilperson Smith at this meeting?
16 A. That's correct. 16 A. ldon't know. To be honest, | don't know.
17 Q. And Councilperson Berz was in this 17 Q. Did you have an opinion on this boundary
18 meeting, correct? 18 change between this district and Councilperson
19 A. (Noresponse.) 19 Smith's?
20 Q. Was in this meeting where this 20 A. No, I did not.
21 presentation was given; is that correct? 21 Q. District 5 also shares part of its border,
22 A. I'm not sure. 22 as we discussed, with District 9, which is in
23 Q. At this meeting or before this meeting, 23 kind of a sea green, correct?
24 did you and Councilperson Berz discuss this 24 A. That's correct.
25 boundary change? 25 Q. And, let's see, District 8 is here in
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(WHEREUPON, a document was marked as
Exhibit Number 5.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. I've handed you an exhibit marked
Exhibit 5. This is entitled "Defendant Hester's
First Set of Interrogatories."

Do you recall answering these

interrogatory questions?
A. ldo,ldo,ldo.
Q. Now, if we look at Interrogatory Number 3,
does this refresh your recollection as to which
of the meetings you attended?
A. There's no dates there.
Q. Soifwe look at...

MR. ELLIOTT: (Indicating.)

THE WITNESS: Oh, okay. Now
I recall, right, the 9th and 15th.
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Do you have any reason to believe that
this answer is incorrect as to those dates?
A. No. |Isaid 9th and 15th. That's -- yeah.

Page 31
A. Looks like the same boundaries to me. It
was going to go to the river. That was the major
thing | was concerned about it.

Q. So, yeah, let's look at the page that says
"current changes.” So it says here District 5,

as you said, continues all the way to the river

and now contains all of Highway 58.

District 5 -- and then a sub-bullet here, and

says District 5 also shifts into the Austin Farm

10 neighborhood.

11 So is the presentation when you first

12 became aware of that change?

13 A. Yes,yes, yes.

14 Q. What was your understanding of the reason
15 for that change?

16 A. We had to increase the numbers of people
17 in the district.

18 Q. Did you request that District 5 shift into

19 the Austin Farm neighborhood?

20 A. No. Never.

21 Q. Looking at the first bullet point here --

©CoO~NOOUITA,WDNPEF

22 Q. Solet's go back to Exhibit 5. 22 sorry. Let's do the last bullet point here.

23 A. Okay. Sorry, Exhibit 4, the meeting 23 District 9 makes some shifts east to

24 invite for February 15th. 24 include Gaylon Heights and North Tower Forest.

25 Q. So having refreshed your recollection, do 25 Was this the first awareness you had of
Page 30 Page 32

1 you recall attending this meeting? 1 this proposed change?

2 A. Yes,lguess,Ildid attend. Right. 2 A. Yes.

3 Q. Do you recall whether Chris Anderson also 3 Q. Okay. You didn't previously discuss that

4 attended this February 15th meeting? 4 on a phone call with Mr. Anderson?

5 A. Right. He was at both the meetings 5 A. No, no, no.

6 | attended. 6 Q. What was your opinion on this change to

7 Q. And Mr. Sevigny also attended this 7 District 9 as of February 15th, 2022?

8 February 15th meeting? 8 A. Likelsaid, it was an educational process

A. That's correct.
Q. Was there a presentation given at this
February 15th meeting as well?
A. I'm not sure.
MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 6.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 6.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. So do you recall seeing this presentation
during the February 15th meeting?
A. 1do. Ido,this one, correct.
Q. And this was the presentation given by
Mr. Anderson and Mr. Sevigny on February 15th?
A. Right.
Q. Do you recall -- did the proposed
boundaries presented in this meeting differ from
those in the earlier December 9th meeting?

9 for me. I didn't -- regardless of the changes, |
10 knew | would have to go out there and just do
11 what | had done in the past, got that -- meet
12 whatever changes they presented.

13 Q. Following this meeting, did you express an
14 opinion on District 9 shifting east to include

15 some of Gaylon Heights?

16 A. No, I did not.

17 Q. Today, as the approved map -- the map that
18 was eventually voted on and approved by the whole
19 Council in the resolution, does that map include
20 a shift in District 9 to include part of

21 District -- to include Gaylon Heights?

22 A. You said the approved map?

23 Q. Yeah, the May 2022, in -- that map.

24 MR. ELLIOTT: Are you asking him who
25 in the current map --
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MR. WEEKS: In the current map.
MR. ELLIOTT: -- has Gaylon Heights?
MR. WEEKS: Who has Gaylon Heights.
THE WITNESS: That was approved by
Council. Ithink Council approved -- | think
Gaylon Heights is currently within the boundaries
of District 5 on the next election cycle.
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. Okay. Isthat change -- so that
represents a change from February 15th to the
approved map, correct?
A. Yes. Yes, it does.
Q. What was the reason for that change?
A. I'm not sure.
Q. Thatwasn't a change that you asked for?
A. No. Never.
Q. Allright. Let's look at the first bullet
point. This says Districts 1, 2, and 3 shifted
together in a clockwise direction with Pine Hill
and Northmont Estates moving to District 1,
neighborhoods north of -- is that Ely Road,
moving to District 3, and Hill City and Pinnacle
Building moving to District 2.
Were you aware that Councilman Henderson
had objected to an earlier version of this map?

NNNNNRPRRRRERRR R
RONRPOOONOUMNWNROO®NGTAWNE

25
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were saying '21. It's '22.
Q. ‘22
A. Okay. All right.
Q. Soif we could look at the agenda session
minutes, so it will be the third page of this
packet. So did you attend this agenda session?
A. 1did.
Q. Now back to the second page here. It says
Councilwoman Berz asked the chairman for the
redistricting recommendations to be placed on the
April 5th agenda.

What was the redistricting recommendation
referenced here?
A. To be placed on the agenda on that said
day, right.
Q. Right. What was being recommended?
A. Recommended that we have that meeting,
public meeting. That was it.
Q. What was the subject of the
recommendation?
A. lguess to make the public aware that we
were going to have that particular meeting.
Q. Was the Redistricting Committee
recommending a proposed map on that date?

MR. ELLIOTT: | object to the form.

©CoOoO~NOOTPA,WNPE
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25

Page 34

A. No, | was not aware of that.
Q. What was your understanding of the reason
for these changes in this bullet point?
A. lguessit's the same thing as -- | guess,
my recollection, you've just got to have those
numbers at a certain percentage.
Q. Do you recall, during this meeting did
Mr. Anderson and Mr. Sevigny discuss phone calls
they had had with individual Council members?
A. No. No.
Q. So the Redistricting Committee following
this meeting presented a proposal to the City
Council at the beginning of March; is that
correct?
A. A proposal to the City Council, meaning?
Q. The full council.
A. ldon'trecollect.

(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 7.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. I've handed you the documents from
March 1st, 2022. We have an agenda for a
strategic planning meeting, and on the second
page it starts with agenda session minutes.
A. Okay. I misunderstood. Ithought you

NNNNNNRRRRRRERRRRER
ORWONRPOO®OMNOUIAWNROOONOOAWNE
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Lack of foundation.

BY MR. WEEKS:

Q. You can go ahead and answer.

A. ldon't recall that.

Q. Says here Councilwoman Coonrod inquired
about informing constituents regarding the
redistricting map, to which Chairman Henderson
addressed.

Was there a redistricting map addressed at
this agenda session?

A. I'm not sure.
Q. Ifwelook at page 1 here -- sorry, the
first page of the whole packet, the strategic
planning session minutes, Il is Redistricting
Committee report.

What was the content of this report from
your committee at this March 1, 2022, meeting?
A. I'mnotsure. | can't recall.

MR. WEEKS: Mark this Exhibit 8.
(WHEREUPON, a document was marked
Exhibit Number 8.)
BY MR. WEEKS:
Q. [I've handed you a document that appears to
be a set of slides. It's entitled "City Council
Chattanooga Redistricting Presented on March 1,
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1 2022." 1 Districts 8 and 9, correct?
2 A. Okay. 2 A. Correct.
3 Q. Isthis the presentation referred to in 3 Q. Didyou in your capacity as a member of
4 the strategic planning session agenda? 4 the Redistricting Committee ask for these changes
5 A. Yes. Thisis the data from it, right. 5 to be made?
6 Q. And does this presentation contain the 6 A. ldon'trecollect. I'm not sure.
7 recommendation that the -- that Councilperson 7 Q. Were you aware of whether a choice was
8 Berz asked to be placed on the April agenda? 8 presented to Councilwoman Noel regarding the
9 A. Ican'trecall. I'm not sure on that. 9 change to the boundary between her district and
10 Q. Does this presentation contain a 10 Councilwoman Coonrod's?
11 recommendation from the Redistricting Committee? 11 A. No. No, I'm not.
12 MR. ELLIOTT: Again, object to the 12 Q. Did you speak with Councilwoman Coonrod
13 form. Foundation. 13 about these changes?
14 THE WITNESS: | guess it was merely, 14 A. No, | did not.
15 | guess, still an educational process even for 15 Q. Andis it Noel or Noel?
16 the --in the strategic planning. 16 A. Noel.
17 BY MR. WEEKS: 17 Q. Did you speak to Councilwoman Noel about
18 Q. Prior to March 1st, did the Redistricting 18 it?
19 Committee vote on whether to recommend -- whether | 19 A. No, | did not.
20 to make certain recommendations to the City 20 Was she on the council then? Okay.
21 Council? 21 Q. Justto clean that up, Councilman Byrd
22 A. No. 22 left the Council in February 2022, correct?
23 Q. Sothere's a period between the 23 A. Right. Correct, correct.
24 February 15th meeting and this March 1st 24 Q. And Councilperson Noel was appointed
25 presentation. In that period did the 25 shortly thereafter, correct?

Page 38 Page 40
1 Redistricting Committee ask the City staff to 1 A. That's correct.
2 make any additional changes to the proposed map 2 MR. WEEKS: Mark that Exhibit 10.
3 from February 15th? 3 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked
4 A. Notto my recollection. 4 Exhibit Number 10.)
5 Q. Did the Redistricting Committee -- was it 5 BY MR. WEEKS:
6 your understanding following February 15th that 6 Q. So I've handed you a document that appears
7 no additional changes needed to be made? 7 to be Council meeting minutes from April 6th,
8 A. I'mnot sure. 8 2022. Are you familiar with this document?
9 MR. WEEKS: This will be Exhibit 9. 9 A. Right.
10 (WHEREUPON, a document was marked 10 Q. Say that again.
11 Exhibit Number 9.) 11 A. Correct, correct, correct.
12 BY MR. WEEKS: 12 Q. And did you attend this meeting?
13 Q. So I've handed you a document that is 13 A. Idid, according to this information
14 titled "City Council of Chattanooga Redistricting 14 provided.
15 Presented on April 29th, 2022." 15 Q. If we could, look at the second page here,
16 What is this document? 16 Ordinance 13815.
17 A. It'sjust, | guess, information that was 17 So the City Council voted on a
18 provided to the Council on April 19th, '22. 18 redistricting ordinance during this meeting,
19 Q. How do you know? 19 correct?
20 A. It states that. 20 A. Correct.
21 Q. Who made this presentation? 21 Q. You voted "no" on this ordinance, correct?
22 A. I'm not sure. 22 A. lguess ldidvote"no
23 Q. Could you turn to the last two pages of 23 Q. What was the reason you voted "no"?
24 this document. 24 A. ldon'trecall now. I'm not sure.
25 So these pages show the boundary of 25 (Reviews document.)
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1 staff? !
2 Q YeS, SII‘ 2 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
3 A. Only the materials provided here. 4 STATE OF TENNESSEE
4 Q. Like the maps that we have gone over and 5 COUNTY OF HAM LTON
5 that sort of thing? 6
6 A. Right. Later, I’ight, right. 7 I-, MELI S§A M - SM TH, Licensed Court
7 Q. While on the Redistricting Committee and 2 Eepo”er' wWth offices in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
A A . ereby certify that | reported the foregoing

8 as a member of the Redistricting Committee, you 10 deposition of ISl AH HESTER by machine shorthand to
9 did not discuss redistricting on the map with 11 the best of ny skills and abilities, and
10 other Council members, correct? 12 thereafter the same was reduced to typewitten
11 A. | did not. 13 formby ne. | amnot related to any of the

14 parties named herein, nor their counsel, and have
12 Q Or the map. 15 so interest, financial or otherwise, in the
13 You were shown maps, correct? 16 outcome of the proceedings.
14 A. Correct. Here. Those maps? 17 | further certify that in order for this
15 Q But, as a committee member, you did not docunent to be considered a true and correct copy,
16 vote 0 approve a map, i you, i e L S
17 A. | did not. Did not. . . 19 and/ or transferpof this document is not ’
18 Q And you -- as a committee member, you did authorized, will not be considered authentic, and
19 not vote on a recommendation to the full Council? | 20 wiil be in violation of Tennessee Code Annot at ed
20 A. | didn't. 1did not. 39-14-149, Theft of Services.
21 Q. And there was no discussion of that nature 21
22 in those meetings; is that correct? i
23 MR. WEEKS: Object to the form. 24 y
24 THE WITNESS: That is correct. y
25 MR. WEEKS: No redirect. 25 LCR # 122 - Bxfires: 6/30/2024
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1 FURTHER DEPONENT SAITH NOT
2 (WHEREUPON, the deposition was
3 concluded at 10:12 a.m.)
4
5
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