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FOIA Request 869196

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 20, 2023 01:45:03pm ET, and is
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name Michelle

Last name Smith

Country United States

Phone
Company/Organization The Associated Press

Email mrsmith@ap.org

Request

Request ID 869196

Confirmation ID 868616

Request description

I am a reporter for The Associated Press. I am
requesting the following records under FOIA: 1) All
records related to the visit of Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., to
Samoa on or about June 1, 2019, including emails,
letters, messages, memos sent to, from or among, or
produced by staff at the US embassy in Samoa 2) For
the time period from July 1, 2018, through Dec 31,
2019, all communications involving US embassy in
Samoa embassy staffer Benjamin ("Benj") Harding on
all platforms including emails, text messages,
Facebook, Instagram, Telegram and all other platforms,
in which the following were discussed: --Measles --
Vaccine --Vaccination --Immunization --Shot --MMR
--Kennedy --RFK Jr. --Children's Health Defense --
CHD --Edwin Tamasese --childrenshealthdefense.org
--Cheryl Hines --Taylor Winterstein --Tays Way The
AP is seeking only information releasable under FOIA.
I ask that you provide these records in an electronic,
searchable format, and by email if possible. If it will
accelerate release of responsive records, please also
provide responsive material on a rolling basis. Please
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions
regarding my request, or clarification or additional
information about the records I am seeking. I look
forward to working with you to ensure this request can
be fulfilled in an efficient manner.

REDACTED
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Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media

Fee waiver yes

Explanation

I ask that you waive all fees associated with this
request, because I am making this request as a member
of the media for the purpose of informing the public
about important workings of government, and this
request is primarily made for non-commercial
purposes. If the fees associated with this request are to
exceed $50, please notify me in advance.

Willing to pay 50

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing yes
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Explanation

In making this request, I ask for expedited treatment
because it involves matters of urgent public concern
involving the actions of a current candidate for U.S.
president ahead of a measles outbreak in Samoa that
killed 83 people, a U.S. government employee’s
response to the low MMR vaccination rates and
resulting public health emergency and the continuing
scourge of measles, which has broken out in various
places in the world in 2023. As a current candidate for
president, Robert F. Kennedy Jr’s visit to Samoa ahead
of a deadly measles outbreak is of urgent concern to
members of the public, who will soon decide whether
to vote for him in the presidential election. Information
about Kennedy’s trip, during which he met with the
prime minister, is urgently needed to inform the public
about Mr. Kennedy’s work overseas, shedding light on
his foreign policy credentials and priorities. There have
been contradictory details released by Mr. Kennedy on
the purpose of this trip and how it came about, and a
review of these records could clarify these conflicts
before people go to the voting booth in January. In
addition, 2023 measles outbreaks have been reported in
places including American Samoa, Australia, and the
U.S. state of Ohio.
ihttps://abcnews.go.com/Health/measles-outbreak-
american-samoa-declared-public-health-
emergency/story?id=98826831
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Media-
releases/2023/September/State-wide-measles-alert-for-
Western-Australians
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/05/health/measles-
outbreak-ohio-over/index.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00493.asp
Therefore, it is of urgent concern to the public how
staffers for a US embassies abroad have behaved in the
past relative to previous measles outbreaks, and
whether their ties to anti-vaccine activists such as Mr.
Kennedy and Mr. Tamasese have influenced US policy
in foreign nations relative to vaccines and public health
in general.

Case 1:25-cv-02268     Document 1-1     Filed 07/16/25     Page 4 of 17



EXHIBIT 2 
  

Case 1:25-cv-02268     Document 1-1     Filed 07/16/25     Page 5 of 17



Case 1:25-cv-02268     Document 1-1     Filed 07/16/25     Page 6 of 17



EXHIBIT 3 
  

Case 1:25-cv-02268     Document 1-1     Filed 07/16/25     Page 7 of 17



Case 1:25-cv-02268     Document 1-1     Filed 07/16/25     Page 8 of 17



EXHIBIT 4 
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Smith, Michelle R.

From: greentl@state.gov
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 7:25 AM
To: Smith, Michelle R.
Subject: REF: F-2023-14979

[EXTERNAL] 

Thank you, 
 
I will proceed with your request and reach out to you once I have completed the search. 
 
Have a good day, 
 
Tyeesha Green 
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Smith, Michelle R.

From: Smith, Michelle R.
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 11:52 AM
To: 'greentl@state.gov'
Subject: RE: REF: F-2023-14979 FOIA Clarification

Hello, 
 
I am checking in on the status of this request. Did it help to narrow it down to what I requested below? What is the 
eta for these materials? 
 
 
Michelle R. Smith 
The Associated Press 

 
mrsmith@ap.org 
 
 
 

From: Smith, Michelle R.  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 12:42 PM 
To: 'greentl@state.gov' <greentl@state.gov> 
Subject: RE: REF: F-2023-14979 FOIA Clarification 
 
Thank you for your response. 
 
To clarify, and so that I can expedite getting these records as soon as possible, could you please let me know if it 
would significantly help if kept my request in #1 the same, but made some modifications to #2? For example, by 
requesting only records produced by Mr. Harding, rather than all records in which he was involved. 
 
If it would help, you can call me at the number below. I am on east coast time. 
 
Thank you. 
Michelle Smith 
 
Michelle R. Smith 
The Associated Press 

 
mrsmith@ap.org 
 
 
 
 
 

From: greentl@state.gov <greentl@state.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 10:14 AM 
To: Smith, Michelle R. <MRSmith@ap.org> 
Subject: REF: F-2023-14979 FOIA Clarification 
 

REDACTED

REDACTED
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Smith, Michelle R.

From: greentl@state.gov
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 1:58 PM
To: Smith, Michelle R.
Subject: REF: FOIA Case F-2023-14979

[EXTERNAL] 

Good afternoon, 

My apologies, the search has been completed but I am no longer the analyst assigned to your FOIA case, and your 
case is waiting to be assigned to an analyst for review of the 1,000+ pages of material. At this time your estimated 
completion date is still February 2026.  
 
I will leave a note for the next analyst to reach out to you once they begin processing your request. 
 
Thank you, 
Tyeesha Green 
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