
ADVOCATING FOR THE FREE PRESS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL
Last year, Reporters Committee attorneys defended journalists 
against subpoenas for their sources, protected newsrooms facing 
retaliation and threats for their reporting, and pushed back on 
government interference in the very newsgathering activities that 
keep our communities informed. 

• In more than 60 matters across state and federal courts, our 
attorneys filed new lawsuits against city officials, state agencies, 
the Pentagon, and more, challenging everything from the 
sealing of a prison contractor’s wrongful-death settlements to 
county officials’ refusal to disclose police misconduct records.  

• The free legal support Reporters Committee attorneys provided 
to journalists and news organizations fueled important investigative reporting — stories that revealed new details 
about the police killing of Tyré Nichols in Tennessee, exposed oversight problems in Pennsylvania’s medical  
marijuana program, and provided a fresh perspective on the origins of the Iraq War, through the eyes of Iraq’s 
President Saddam Hussein. 

•	 The Reporters Committee’s work in 2024 extended beyond the cases our attorneys directly litigated on behalf of 
journalists and newsrooms. The Reporters Committee also filed more than 35 friend-of-the-court briefs championing 
the cause of press freedom, often joined by large media coalitions. 

• In state courts, we repeatedly fought for greater government transparency, including the release of police body-worn 
camera footage. In federal appeals courts, we challenged warrantless cellphone searches at the border and highlighted 
threats to the editorial independence of the news media. And in the U.S. Supreme Court, we urged the justices to 
affirm the U.S. Constitution’s most basic guarantee of a free press: the right to ask questions of government officials.

PREPARING FOR THE 2024 U.S. ELECTION
To stand up for their rights, journalists must know their rights. In 
2024, with elections on the horizon, we launched our Election 
Legal Guide (available in English and Spanish) to address top-of-
mind questions for journalists covering races up and down the 
ballot throughout the country. Our attorneys trained more than 
2,400 journalists, media attorneys, students, and others on First 
Amendment and media law issues, including with partners like the 
International Women’s Media Foundation and the National Press 
Photographers Association. 

We also readied our response to potential press freedom threats 
that could arise during the election and beyond, hiring a full-time staff attorney to oversee our free Legal Hotline and 
handle journalists’ increasing demands for urgent legal support.

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

PREPARING FOR EMERGENCIES; BUILDING CAPACITY
In 2024, the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press expanded our rapid-response capacity, 
laying the groundwork and positioning ourselves to counter to attacks on First Amendment freedoms and 
newsgathering rights. We’re more prepared than ever to defend America’s free press at the local, state, and 
national level — all without charging a penny to the journalists and newsrooms we serve.
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Legal Defense 
and Research
$5,346,800 

Fundraising
$1,019,841 

Management 
and General
$780,877

Contributions and 
Grants
$2,221,554

Special Events
$1,659,238

Program Services
$158,080

Interest and Dividends
$327,319

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES, ACCRUAL BASISFUNCTIONAL EXPENSES, ACCRUAL BASIS

REVENUEREVENUE

2019 - 2024 ORGANIZATION GROWTH2019 - 2024 ORGANIZATION GROWTH

ASSETS, LIABILITIES, AND FUND 
BALANCES, ACCRUAL BASIS

The following information is from the Reporters Committee’s Audited Financial Statement for the fiscal year 
spanning Jan. 1, 2024, through Dec. 31, 2024.

Our work over the past 12 months would not have been possible without the generous support of our individual and 
institutional donors, many of whom are identified in this annual report. The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the 
Press is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Copies 
of current financial statements are available on our website at https://www.rcfp.org/annual-report/. You can also 
receive them upon request by contacting the Reporters Committee at P.O. Box 34176, Washington, D.C., 20043 or by 
telephone at 202-795-9300.

Current Assets
Cash and equivalents $  2,867,747
Grants and contributions
   receivable, current

$  1,280,493

Prepaid expenses $       66,818
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $  4,215,058

Other Liabilities
Operating lease liability, 
   net of current position

$  1,785,811

TOTAL $ 2,457,743

Other Assets
Grants and contributions
   receivable-long term,
   net of discount

$     287,770

Investments $15,621,784
Property and equipment, net $     254,463
Operating lease right-of-use
   assets, net

$  1,671,906 

Security deposit $       36,235
TOTAL OTHER ASSETS $17,872,158

TOTAL $22,087,216
LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities
Accounts payable $       63,090
Accrued expenses $       64,582
Accrued vacation $     172,850
Operating lease liability,
   current portion

$     371,410

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES $     671,932

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions
Undesignated $  8,760,751
Board designated quasi-
   endowment

$  1,354,920

TOTAL NET ASSETS WITHOUT 
   DONOR RESTRICTIONS

$10,115,671

With donor restrictions $  9,513,802
TOTAL $19,629,473

ANNUAL FINANCIALS

MEETING THE LOCAL NEED
Through our expanding Local Legal Initiative and ProJourn network, the Reporters Committee provides local journalists 
and newsrooms with the dedicated free legal support they need to keep their communities informed in the face of a 
growing culture of government secrecy. This legal support ensures transparency in local government and fuels hard-
hitting investigative reporting.

Our Local Legal Initiative program expanded to Indiana in 2024, and it continues to transform the 
local news landscapes in Colorado, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee.

•	 With free legal support from our Colorado attorney, The Sentinel Colorado successfully 
challenged the city of Aurora in court over violations of the state’s Open Meetings Law for the 
second time, setting an important precedent for transparency across the state. 

•	 Our Tennessee attorney helped The Daily Memphian secure surveillance footage showing correctional officers 
physically assaulting inmates at a local jail.  

•	 In Pennsylvania, our local attorney helped journalist Brittany Hailer reach a historic settlement with Allegheny 
County that forced officials to revise several policies that barred jail employees from speaking with news media. 

•	 And our Indiana attorney represented a newspaper in an open meetings lawsuit that prompted a local school 
board to adopt new transparency reforms.

In 2024, ProJourn’s pro bono network empowered newsrooms to break big stories and 
safeguard against legal risk.

•	 ProJourn connected InvestigateWest with attorneys from Covington & Burling LLP to vet the nonprofit 
newsroom’s investigative series exploring a potential Medicaid fraud scheme linked to an Idaho anti-trafficking 
nonprofit. The series ultimately sparked a federal investigation into the safe house program. 

•	 ProJourn expanded to Illinois to fill a growing need for free legal assistance in the state, supporting nonprofit 
news organizations and independent journalists to tell important stories about local government, as well as 
bringing legal services to bilingual and Spanish-language newsrooms.

SAFEGUARDING AGAINST EMERGING THREATS
After the polls closed, the Reporters Committee shifted our focus to 
emerging legal needs, including threats journalists face when covering 
mass demonstrations. Press freedom violations often occur during 
protests, where journalists can face assaults or arrests that interfere with 
their ability to gather and report the news. To better protect reporters 
in those situations, we trained both law enforcement and journalists in 
best practices for police-press interactions at demonstrations, based on 
recommendations we helped secure from the U.S. Justice Department.

The DOJ recommends journalists display credentials, but for many small 
nonprofit and startup news organizations, cost was an obstacle. So we partnered with the Institute for Nonprofit News 
to provide press credentials to newsrooms in its network. The credentials give journalists, especially those from small 
and nonprofit newsrooms, an easy and direct way to identify themselves as members of the media when interacting 
with law enforcement. The Reporters Committee’s free Legal Hotline number is printed on the back to ensure that 
reporters can get immediate legal help in the event of an emergency.

Finally, as newsgathering needs and legal risks have evolved, we are updating and adding to our extensive collection 
of free reporting resources. We published a comprehensive legal guide to reporting on immigration and deportations,  
(in English and Spanish), and created a specific tipsheet to help journalists access public records while reporting on 
immigration.Through training and consultations, we are also helping nonprofit newsrooms better understand how to 
protect themselves in the face of increasing threats to their nonprofit status.

Launch ofLaunch of



INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

CORPORATIONSCORPORATIONS
Activate Consulting
BlackRock
Brunswick Group
Ceiba Advisory
Chevron
DCI Group
DoubleVerify
Edelman Inc.
Foxcroft Strategy Group, LLC
Gartner, Inc.
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Kimberly-Clark Corporation
Microsoft Corp.
OpenAI
Realtor.com
United Talent Agency

FOUNDATIONS AND TRUSTSFOUNDATIONS AND TRUSTS
Abrams Foundation
Albuquerque Community 
   Foundation
Andrew and Julie Klingenstein
  Family Fund
Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation
Apatow-Mann Family Foundation
Bernard and Anne Spitzer 
   Charitable Trust
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Boger Family Foundation
Chan Soon-Shiong
   Family Foundation
Charles Hazlehurst Moura
   Family Foundation
Craig Newmark Philanthropies
Democracy Fund
Edward E. Haddock, Jr.
   Family Foundation
Edwards Family Fund
Emerson Collective, LLC
Gates Family Foundation
George Kaiser Family Foundation
Glick Philanthropies
Golden Globe Foundation
Harold Rubenstein Family 
   Charitable Foundation
Hearthland Foundation
Heller Foundation
Holland Kanengiser Family Fund
Howard & Ursula Dubin Foundation
Inasmuch Foundation
J.R. Hyde III Family Foundation
James Gates Family Fund
John and Marilyn Pelehach 
   Charitable Fund

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
   Foundation
John W. Henry Family Foundation
Jonathan Logan Family Foundation
Joyce Foundation
Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen 
  Charitable Fund
Kirkpatrick Foundation
Kismet Fund of CFSC
LuLu Foundation
Marcia L. Bullard and Thomas J. 
  McNamara Charitable Gift Fund
Nancy Leavens Fund
Present Progressive Fund
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Shea/Stokes Family Fund
Skyline Foundation
Spooner Family Fund
Strong Foundation of New York
Tennessee Press Association 
   Foundation
The Dow Jones Foundation
The John S. and James L. Knight 
   Foundation
The June Shih Charitable Fund
  on behalf of Josh Gerstein
The Klarman Family Foundation
The Lida Orzeck Charitable Fund
The Lodestar Foundation
The Morton K. and Jane Blaustein 
   Foundation
The Nararo Foundation
The Petchers Foundation
The Sheldon Family Advised Fund
The Simon Templar Fund
The William and Flora Hewlett 
   Foundation
Wyncote Foundation
XYZ Fund

LAW FIRMSLAW FIRMS
BakerHostetler
Ballard Spahr LLP
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Crowell & Moring
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Dentons
DLA Piper LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Madison and Wall LLC
McDermott Will Emery
McGuireWoods
Mintz & Gold LLP

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Paul Hastings LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
   Hampton LLP
Williams & Connolly LLP
WilmerHale LLP

MEDIA COMPANIESMEDIA COMPANIES
A&E Television Networks, LLC
ABC, Inc./Walt Disney
Advance Publications, Inc.
ALM Media, LLC
American Broadcasting Companies, 
   Inc., d/b/a ABC News
AT&T Inc.
Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC
Cable News Network, Inc.
CBS News
Dow Jones & Company, Inc.
FOX News Media
Gannett Co., Inc.
Google News Initiative
HarperCollins
Hearst Corporation
Magnolia Pictures
Mother
Motion Picture Association
NBCUniversal News Group Inc.
News Corp
POLITICO, LLC
ProPublica
Spotify
The Associated Press
The E.W. Scripps Company
The Guardian U.S.
The New York Times Company
The Washington Post
Thomson Reuters
TikTok
TIME USA, LLC
U.S. News & World Report

NONPROFITSNONPROFITS
Deerfield Academy
NPR
News/Media Alliance
PBS
Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association
Tennessee Association of Broadcasters
The Lenfest Institute for Journalism
Virginia Press Association
University of Virginia School of Law
Wallace House Center for Journalists

OUR SUPPORTERS

Stephen J. Adler and
  Lisa Grunwald Adler
Anonymous (3)
J. Scott Applewhite
Peter Baker and Susan Glasser
Daniel and Nancy Balz
Martin Baron
Ann Bassetti
Mark and Margaret Batten
Daniel Biggs
Wolf Blitzer
David Boardman
Richard Boehne
Theodore J. Boutrous, Jr.
  and Helen Boutrous
Marcus Brauchli and Maggie Farley
Ellie Brecher
Bruce Brown and Amy Rifkind
Ronna Brown
William and Debra Bulkeley Fund
Massimo Calabresi and
  Margaret Emery
John Callery and Sarah Rabil
Patrick Carome
Kathleen Carroll and Steve Twomey
Margaret Carter
Sewell Chan
Mark Chandler and Laurie Wingate
Marshall Chase
Stephen Coll
Jason Conti
Kathryn Dahl
Susan De Vries
Robin Dean
Richard Delay
Diana DeSocio
Bill Destler
Karen E. Detlefsen
Eric and Tracy Dobmeier
Susan Durant
Karin Endy
Mary Farran
Doris Feinsilber
Mary Fellows
Kris Fischer
Patricia Fluhrer
Pamela Forsythe
Kathryn Foxhall
In memory of co-founder
  Murray Fromson by Dodi Fromson 
  and family
Manny Garcia
Emilio Garcia-Ruiz
Allison and Daniel Gardenswartz
Julie Getzels
Alex Gibney and Anne Debevoise
David Giles
Jeff Glasser
Lynn Glasser
Tom Glocer

Susan Goldberg and 
  Geoffrey Etnire
Olivia Golden
Arthur Golden
Donald Graham and 
  Amanda Bennett
Rachel Green
Linda Greenhouse and
  Eugene R. Fidell
Clare and Mike Grisham
Michael Grunebaum
Karen Hagberg and Mark Jackson
Skila Harris
Michael Held
Pat and John Henry
Leslie Hill
Henry Hoberman and Jodi Brenner
Clark Hoyt and Linda Kauss
Josie Huang
Sidney and Carol Hurlburt
Diego Ibargüen
Josh Inglis
Patricia Ishiyama
Mari Jensen
Tom and Edwina Johnson
Catherine Jones
Gideon Killion
LeRoy Kim
Jacqueline Kinney
Andrea Knox
Alfie Kohn
Barbara Kommer and Kurt Koenig
Richard Krainin
Robert and Hale Krasne
Madeleine Kraus
Joel Kurtzberg
Stephen Labaton
Richard Landesberg and
  Ginette Archinal
Michele Lane
Margaret Low and Kinsey Wilson
Karen Magid
Sarah and Michael Matthews
Tony Mauro
Colleen McCain Nelson
Jack McCluskey
David McCraw
Michael McPherson
Linda Meier
John O. Membrino
Marsha Mercer
Craig and Claudia Merritt
Joanna Migdal
Sheila Millar
Peter Miller
Melvin Miller
Eric Mohr
Theresa Mond
James Neff
Jason Newman
Sarah Nichols

Emma O’Brian
Paul Oakley
Joy Overstreet
Mark Patricof
Eliza Patterson
Barbara Paul and 
  Ken Bronfenbrenner
Norman and Jane Pearlstine
Philip Primack
Gloria Principe
Myrta Pulliam
Elizabeth Raffin
Lor and Susannah Randall
Robert Randell
Dan Rather
Robert Reeback
Susan Reitz
Robert S. Rifkind
Barbara Rissman
Brenda Roggeveen
Carol Rosenberg
Rachel Rosenberg
Nina Russell and Thomas Rubin
Cristine Russell and Ben Heineman
William Savage
Susan Schadler
Wendy Schmidt
Joseph Schuman
Mary Sheehan
Kerry Smith
James Smith
David Stang
Margaret Stern
Constance Stewart
Charlotte Strem
Margaret Sullivan
AG Sulzberger
Michael Sweeney
Sherri and Adam Symson
Matthew Taibbi
Sandra and Lawrence Taub
Pierre and Alyson Thomas
Orrin Tilevitz
Wiebe Tinga and Johannes Eijmberts
Saundra and Jack Torry
Julie Lou Tripp
Julia Turner and Ben Wasserstein
Darcie Wadycki
Gregory Wagner
Kevin Walker
Vickie Walton-James
Leslie Wayne
Beth Weinstein
Steven Weissman
Judy Woodruff
Phillip Woolery
David Yanofsky and Kate Pynoos
Julian and Stacy Yochum
Nina Zacuto
Kristin and H. A. Zisson

The Reporters Committee is deeply grateful to all of our individual and household supporters.
The list below represents all individuals and households who donated over $1,000 in 2024

and are recognized as part of our Leadership Circle.

Foundation, corporate, media, law, and nonprofit funding support is vital to sustain our legal  impact.
We are grateful to organizational supporters whose contributions over $1,000 were received in 2024, listed below by category.

Due to space considerations, funding at lower levels is not included, but we are grateful to all of our institutional partners.



STEERING COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Stephen J. Adler, Chairman
Reuters, Ret.
	
Margaret Low, Vice Chair
WBUR

Massimo Calabresi, Secretary-
Treasurer
TIME

David Boardman
Klein College of Media and 
Communication,Temple University

Theodore J. Boutrous, Jr.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Gail Gove
NBCUniversal

Laura Handman
Davis Wright Tremaine

Diego Ibargüen
Hearst

Thomas C. Rubin
OpenAI 

MEMBERS
Martin Baron
The Washington Post, Ret.
	
Wolf Blitzer
CNN

Sewell Chan
USC Annenberg Center on 
Communication Leadership and 
Policy 

Lynette Clemetson
Wallace House Center for Journalists
   at the University of Michigan

Jason Conti
Dow Jones

Nikhil Deogun
Brunswick Group 

Manny García
Freelance Journalist

Emilio Garcia-Ruiz
The San Francisco Chronicle

Josh Gerstein
POLITICO

Alex Gibney
Jigsaw Productions

James Grimaldi
National Catholic Reporter

Karen Kaiser
The Associated Press

Kimbriell Kelly 

Alex MacCallum
CNN

Matt Murray
The Washington Post 

Norman Pearlstine
New York, NY

Charlie Savage
The New York Times

Jennifer Sondag
Bloomberg News

Nabiha Syed
Mozilla Foundation

Adam Symson
The E.W. Scripps Company

Matt Thompson
The New York Times

Vickie Walton-James
NPR

HONORARY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
J. Scott Applewhite,The Associated Press
Chip Bok, Creators Syndicate
Susan Goldberg, GBH
Tony Mauro, American Lawyer Media, Ret.
Jane Mayer, The New Yorker
Maggie Mulvihill, Boston University
Carol Rosenberg, The New York Times
Bruce W. Sanford, BakerHostetler
Paul Steiger, ProPublica
Pierre Thomas, ABC News
Saundra Torry, Freelance
Judy Woodruff, PBS/The NewsHour

SCAN TO MAKE
A DONATION

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press provides pro bono legal representation, 
amicus curiae support, and other legal resources to protect First Amendment freedoms and 
the newsgathering rights of journalists.

Donations to the Reporters Committee help to protect the right to gather 
and distribute news; to keep government accountable by ensuring access to 
public records, meetings, and courtrooms; and to preserve free speech and a 
free press, as guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

DONATE EASILY AND SECURELY AT RCFP.ORG/DONATE OR BY SCANNING THE QR CODE AT LEFT. 

Have questions about donating appreciated stock, donor advised funds, or 
other non-cash giving, or supporting the Reporters Committee in your estate 
plan? Email giving@rcfp.org and we’d love to talk through your options.

Our staff of more than 40 legal, 
communications, finance, development, 
and other experts, including legal 
fellows, ensure we can provide high-
quality legal support for journalists.
Meet them at rcfp.org/staff/ 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AWARDS SPOTLIGHT

The Reporters Committee honored pioneers in journalism 
and law at the 2024 Freedom of the Press Awards on Oct. 
16 in New York. The event raised more than $1.8 million to 
support and defend the free press for years to come.

STEPHEN PAUL Engelberg
Editor-in-Chief

ProPublica

Maria Hinojosa
Founder and President

Futuro Media

Photos by Meridith Kohut

CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Mazin Sidahmed
Co-Founder
Documented

LOCAL CHAMPION AWARD

Covington & Burling LLP

Josie Huang
Reporter

LAist

CATALYST AWARD

2024 Freedom of the Press Award winners with host 
Martha Raddatz, ABC News’ chief global affairs 
correspondent (left to right): Mazin Sidahmed, Sisi 
Wei, Maria Hinojosa, Stephen Paul Engelberg, 
Martha Raddatz, Jason Criss (Counsel, Covington & 
Burling LLP), Josie Huang.

Sisi Wei
Chief Impact Officer

CalMatters and The Markup

RISING STAR AWARD

PRO BONO SERVICE
AWARD
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Washington, DC 20043

PROTECTING PRESS FREEDOM AND THE LEGAL RIGHTS OF JOURNALISTS SINCE 1970

Aurora, CO: 
Access to police 
body-camera footage

Denver, CO: 
Access to solitary 
confinement records

East Palestine, OH: 
Unlawful arrest

Las Vegas, NV: 
Access to police 
press briefings

CATEGORIES
•	 Court Access: 52
•	 Libel: 38
•	 Newsgathering: 89
•	 Public Meetings: 32
•	 Public Records: 278
•	 Other: 109

Nashville, TN: 
Right to record 
police in public

Nashville, TN: 
Access to incident 
reports in criminal cases

Pittsburgh, PA: 
Access to public meetings


