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By email                 October 3, 2025 

 

The Honorable Kristi Noem 

Secretary of Homeland Security 

Washington, D.C. 20528 

 

 Re: Interactions between DHS elements and journalists. 

 

Dear Secretary Noem: 

 

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press writes to request 

a meeting with leadership at the Department, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement, and Customs and Border Protection to discuss growing 

concerns around interactions between journalists and federal agents from 

DHS elements. 

 

The Reporters Committee is the nation’s largest non-profit providing 

free legal services for journalists and news organizations across the country.  

Reporters Committee attorneys frequently play a coordinating role between 

government agencies and the major national news organizations on issues of 

mutual importance.  Over the past few weeks, for example, the Reporters 

Committee facilitated dialogue between newsrooms and the Department of 

War in a joint effort to clarify policy on credentialing for the Pentagon 

Reservation.  At the state and local level, our staff also frequently trains both 

law enforcement and newsrooms on how to navigate encounters in the field. 

 

With respect to interactions between DHS officers and journalists, 

we are tracking several significant incidents over the past week.   

 

On Saturday, federal officers arrested a reporter, Steve Held, who 

was covering a protest outside an ICE detention facility in Broadview, 

Illinois, and, on Sunday, ICE personnel reportedly shot at a reporter’s 

vehicle with a pepper ball outside the same facility.  See Broadview Police 

Launch Investigation After CBS Reporter’s Car Allegedly Was Fired at With 

Chemical Munition, Fox32 Chicago (Sept. 28, 2025), https://perma.cc/ 

YAC7-TQWC.   

 

Then, on Tuesday, an ICE agent at 26 Federal Plaza in New York 

threw a journalist from amNY out of an elevator.  The incident led to the 

serious injury of a journalist from a Turkish outlet standing in the hallway, 

who had to be taken to the hospital.  There is no indication that any of the 

journalists involved in the altercation were interfering with or obstructing 

ICE enforcement activity.  Ana Ley and Wesley Parnell, Journalist Injured 

in Chaotic Scene at New York Immigration Court, N.Y. Times (Sept. 30, 

2025), https://perma.cc/GQM8-A3JC; Injured Journalist Hauled Off In 

https://perma.cc/YAC7-TQWC
https://perma.cc/YAC7-TQWC
https://perma.cc/GQM8-A3JC
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Stretcher After Violent NYC Immigration Court Clash, N.Y. Post (Oct. 1, 2025), 

https://perma.cc/4CDC-Y9H7. 

 

While the incidents described above raise an array of different concerns, we urge 

the Department to provide clear and comprehensive guidance to every investigative and 

enforcement element under its authority on the First Amendment and other legal rights of 

journalists.  That would include guidance on the First Amendment right to record or 

document federal law enforcement operations in public and the limits of statutes 

prohibiting physical interference or obstruction.  See Statement of Interest of the United 

States, Garcia v. Montgomery County, No. 8:12-cv-03592-JFM (filed March 4, 2013) 

(arguing that discretionary charges like disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace should 

be viewed skeptically when based on recording police activity). 

 

We urge you, too, to adopt a Department-wide policy of “arrest avoidance” for 

journalists – a practice that the Justice Department has recognized as an important 

safeguard for First Amendment rights, New DOJ Recommendations for Police, Press 

Bridge Protest Divide, Reporters Comm. for Freedom of the Press (Oct. 4, 2024), 

https://perma.cc/QMC5-S2EZ, and one that California has codified by statute, see Cal. 

Penal Code § 409.7.  By making supervisory officials in the field immediately available 

to review the detention of individuals who present evidence of their identity as a 

journalist, law enforcement agencies avoid unnecessary conflict between agency 

personnel and the press.  We can provide more detail on what such policies would look 

like at a meeting. 

 

Finally, many of the most troubling interactions between DHS elements and the 

press have unfolded in cases where DHS officials were masked and wearing plainclothes, 

making it exceptionally challenging for journalists to comply with lawful police orders.  

The Justice Department has described officers wearing identifying information as “a 

near-universal requirement of sound policing practices.”  Letter from U.S. Dep’t of 

Justice to Chief Thomas Jackson, City of Ferguson (Sept. 23, 2014), https://perma 

.cc/D7HR-4MST.  Further, federal law requires that “[f]ederal law enforcement 

personnel” visibly display “the individual’s name or other individual identifier” and “the 

name of the armed force, Federal entity, or other organization by which such individual is 

employed,” whenever called upon “to respond to a civil disturbance.”  10 U.S.C. § 

723(a).  A general practice of masking makes it difficult for journalists to identify which 

individuals on a crowded scene are federal law enforcement officials. 

 

We would be ready to work with the Department to prevent improper detentions, 

arrests, or uses of force against journalists during immigration enforcement operations.  If 

it would be interest to the Department, we can also coordinate a meeting with 

representatives of major news organizations.  The Reporters Committee’s Vice President 

of Policy Gabe Rottman can be reached with any questions and to help coordinate at 

grottman@rcfp.org or 202-795-9300. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

https://perma.cc/4CDC-Y9H7
https://perma.cc/QMC5-S2EZ
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mailto:grottman@rcfp.org
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Sincerely,  

 

Reporters Committee  

  for Freedom of the Press 

 

cc: Tricia McLaughlin 

 Assistant Secretary, Public Affairs 

 

    


