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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT   
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA   

 
 
MARISA KABAS 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  
 

Defendant. 
 

 
 
 
 
    Civil Action No. 2025-CAB-003703 

 
DECLARATION OF COLIN O’BRIEN 

 
I, Colin O’Brien, declare as follows:  
 

1. I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Opposition to Defendant’s 

Motion for Summary Judgement and Plaintiff’s Cross-Motion for Summary Judgement in the 

above-captioned case.  I have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this declaration.  

2. I am the former chief security officer at the United States Institute of Peace 

(“USIP”).   

3. I have approximately 25 years of experience in corporate, federal, and 

international security operations.  I have previously worked for the Peace Corps, the Millenium 

Challenge Corporation, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”), and as a police 

officer for Montgomery County.  I served as a Military Police for the United States Army 

between 2001 and 2006, and for the Army National Guard between 2006 and 2009.  

4. In August 2023, I began my employment as the Chief Security Officer for USIP. 

5. The USIP headquarters building is located at 2301 Constitution Avenue NW, in 

Washington, DC.   



 2 

6. Most of the entrances and exits to the USIP headquarters building are viewable 

from the public sidewalk or Constitution Avenue.  There are some entrances behind the building.  

7. The USIP headquarters building is not a high security facility.  It did not store 

classified materials.  There are no secure workspaces or Sensitive Compartmentalized 

Information Facilities (“SCIFs”) in the building.  None of the doors or windows are bullet 

resistant.  There are not layered security measures that you would see at a high security 

government facility, such as the U.S. embassies that I’ve worked at.  Once an individual is inside 

the USIP headquarters they generally have unrestricted access.   

8. The USIP headquarters held numerous events that were open to the public, 

something you would not see at the high security facilities I have worked at. There were no 

restrictions on members of the public photographing or videotaping inside the USIP headquarters 

building.  

9. Inside USIP headquarters, the movement of persons is controlled by (1) doors 

with magnetic locks, (2) doors with electric locks, and (3) doors with mechanical locks.  

10. Based on my experience with these types of doors I know they can be bypassed 

with force, including using a Halligan tool, a car lockout kit, or lockpicking.  

11. I have reviewed the video clip produced to Plaintiff titled 

“(Clip_2.1)_MISC_REPORT_&_ASSIST_-_2301_CONSTITUTION_AVE_NW.”  I heard 

officers referring to electrical and chem tape in the video.  Based on my experience as a security 

officer, I know that electrical tape or any other industrial tape can be used to keep door 

mechanisms open so they do not relock.  It could also be used to hold open door release buttons 

to keep them from relocking.  
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12. I was at the USIP headquarters building on March 17, 2025.  

13. I interacted with members of the Metropolitan Police Department (“MPD”) at the 

USIP headquarters building on March 17, 2025. 

14. I observed Kenneth Jackson giving orders to MPD officers inside the USIP 

headquarters building, including ordering MPD officers to get a locksmith and ordering MPD 

officers to remove myself, George Foote, and Sophia Lin from the building.  

15. I observed members of the MPD giving each other high-fives and fist bumps as I 

was escorted from the USIP headquarters building.    

16. Once I was removed from inside the USIP headquarters building by MPD 

officers, I remained nearby.  I observed MPD officers bring a Halligan tool out of an MPD 

vehicle.  

17. I do not consider myself to have a privacy interest in any body-worn camera 

footage or audio that MPD may have captured of me on March 17, 2025.  

18. To the extent I have any privacy interest in such videos or audio, I: (A) waive my 

privacy interest, (B) authorize MPD and the District of Columbia to release any video(s) 

depicting me or containing my voice that is at issue in the above-captioned case, and (C) request 

that MPD and the District of Columbia immediately release such video(s) to Plaintiff.  

19. I believe it is in the public interest for there to be a full public accounting of the 

MPD’s actions at the USIP headquarters building on March 17, 2025, and that the release of 

corresponding bodycam video will further that interest.   
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20. In my opinion, no photographs or videos taken inside the USIP headquarters

building, if released, would create a security concern for personnel inside or law enforcement 

responding to incidents in the future.  

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on Nov 01 _ in ________________.  __________________________ 
Colin O’Brien 

2025


