IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

MARISA KABAS
Plaintiff,
v Civil Action No. 2025-CAB-003703

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF MARISA KABAS

I, Marisa Kabas, declare as follows:

1. I am the plaintiff in the above-captioned case. I have personal knowledge of the
matters stated in this declaration.

2. I am an independent reporter and publish my work through TheHandbasket.co.

3. On March 19, 2025, I submitted a request under the District of Columbia
Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) to the District of Columbia Metropolitan Police

Department (“MPD”) (the “Request”).

4. On March 19, 2025, at 2:27 PM, I received an email from myfoiadc(@gov.qa.us
acknowledging receipt of my Request and assigning it reference number B000777-031925. A
true and correct copy of that email is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

5. On March 19, 2025, at 3:46 PM, I received an email from myfoiadc(@gov.qa.us

pertaining to my Request. A true and correct copy of that email is attached hereto as Exhibit B.
6. Other than the 2:27 PM email and the 3:46 PM email described in paragraphs four
and five of this declaration, I did not receive any other correspondence from MPD about my

Request before the initiation of the above-captioned case.



7. On August 20, 2025, my attorneys in this case forwarded me a copy of a letter
from MPD that was dated March 21, 2025.

8. Before August 20, 2025, I did not receive any email containing the MPD’s letter
dated March 21, 2025. I had never seen the MPD’s letter dated March 21, 2025 before my
attorneys forwarded it to me on August 20, 2025.

9. On August 20, 2025, I logged into D.C.’s FOIA portal, located at

https://mvfoiadc.covga.us/ WEBAPP/ 1s/(S(edeSrwld1ci3gy22xrfexkzb))/supporthome.aspx.

10.  Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and correct printout of what was shown to
me on the D.C. FOIA portal on August 20, 2025.
11.  The MPD’s March 21, 2025 letter was not uploaded or reflected anywhere in any

portion of the FOIA portal that I had access to as of August 20, 2025.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

/MNarisa Sab

BoxSToN————H7TRSWZSI2XTKYZ

viarisa Kabas

Executed on October 28 2025, in New York, N.Y.
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10/28/25, 12:40 PM (6092) All mail | MKwrites4000 @ proton me | Proton Mail

Body Worn Camera Footage Request :: BO00777-031925

From My FOIA DC Records Center <myfoiadc@govqga.us>
To Marisa<mkwrites4000@proton.me>

Date Wednesday, March 19th, 2025 at 2:27 PM

* Kk K
—
.JOV mummm

Dear Marisa Kabas:

This email is to acknowledge receipt of your request for Body Worn Camera footage records of District of
Columbia. Your request was received in this office on 3/19/2025 and given the reference number BO00777-
031925 for tracking purposes.

REQUEST DETAILS

Records Requested: Hello- I'm a journalist writing about the Department of Government Efficiency entering
the US Institute of Peace's building on Monday. MPD was called by the institute to intervene because of
trespassing and arrived on the scene shortly after. I'd like to view MPD's body cam footage of the incident.
Date of Occurence: 03/17/2025

Time of Occurence: 5:30pm

Location: 2301 Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20037

Involved Parties: Employees at the United States Institute of Peace, Members of the Department of
Government Efficiency, MPD officers

RESPONSE TIME

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-532, for Body Worn Camera (BWC) footage, there is a 25 business day
response time with the possibility of a 15 working day extension from the receipt of the request to respond to
the request.

REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED SERVICE
If you seek expedited service relating to your BWC request, please be advised, there is no provision or
authority under the District of Columbia Freedom of Information Act to provide expedited service. Therefore,

your request will be processed in accordance with D.C. Official Code §8§ 2-531 et seq.

You can monitor the progress of your request at the link below and you'll receive an email when your request
has been completed. Again, thank you for using the DC FOIA Center.

https://mail proton me/u/11/almost-all-mail/N0zoK7IK_1JCm1uU5eCqRE-7k889URXPBwHYO0kX 72e7xLhdYr6SU6dBJOfh_IP_viPSviBMFFqQVh7N2RyteYw==/n... 1/2



10/28/25,12:40 PM (6092) All mail | MKwrites4000 @proton me | Proton Mail

District of Columbia

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the DC FOIA Center

Powered by

GovQA

Track the issue status and respond at: https://myfoiadc.govga.us/WEBAPP// rs/RequestEdit.aspx?rid=59936

https://mail proton me/u/11/almost-all-mail/NOzoK7IK_1JCm1uU5eCqRE-7k889URXPBwHYO0kX _72e7xLhdYr6SU6dBIOfh_IP_viPSviBMFFqVh7N2RyteYw==/n...  2/2
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10/28/25, 12:41 PM (6092) All mail | MKwrites4000 @ proton me | Proton Mail

[Records Center] Body Worn Camera Footage Request :: BO00777-031925

From My FOIA DC Records Center <myfoiadc@govqga.us>
To Marisa<mkwrites4000@proton.me>
CcC aaron.harden@dc.gov, brandynn.reaves@dc.gov, Latrina.Crumlin2@dc.gov

Date Wednesday, March 19th, 2025 at 3:46 PM

--- Please respond above this line ---

WASHINGTO,
D.C.

RE: Body Worn Camera Footage Request of March 19, 2025, Reference # BO00777-031925

Dear Marisa Kabas,

Hello- I'm a journalist writing about the Department of Government Efficiency entering the US
Institute of Peace's building on Monday. MPD was called by the institute to intervene because of
trespassing and arrived on the scene shortly after. I'd like to view MPD's body cam footage of the
incident.

This e-mail is to notify you that the Specialist Assigned to your MPD Request BO00777-031925 is: Aaron
Harden

If you have any questions regarding your request, please contact your assigned FOIA Specialist who is included
in this e-mail. Be advised, our office operates on a hybrid onsite/remote work schedule. Therefore, if you are
unable to reach your specialist via our office phone, please contact them via e-mail. For ease of reference, we
ask that you have your FOIA Request Number available when contacting our office. Once we receive the
requested documents, please note the following information below:

RESPONSE TIME

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-532(c), there is a 15-business day statutory allotted time, subject to the
possibility of a ten (10) business day extension to respond to a request from its receipt date.

REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED SERVICE

https://mail proton me/u/11/almost-all-mail/NOzoK7IK_1JCm1uU5eCqRE-7k889URXPBwHY0kX 72e7xLhdYr6SU6dBJOfh_IP_viPSviBMFFqQVh7N2RytgYw==/n...

The District of Columbia received a public records request from you on March 19, 2025. Your request mentioned:

12



10/28/25,12:41 PM (6092) All mail | MKwrites4000 @proton.me | Proton Mail

Please be advised, there is no provision or authority under the District of Columbia Freedom of Information Act
law to provide expedited service. Therefore, MPD will process your request pursuant to D.C. Official Code §§ 2-
531 et seq.

For questions or additional information, please reply to this email.

Sincerely,

Aaron Harden
Metropolitan Police Department (FOIA Office)

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the DC FOIA Center

Powered by

GovQA

https://mail proton.me/u/11/almost-all-mail/NOzoK7IK_1JCm1uU5eCqRE-7k889URXPBwWHYO0kX_ 72¢7xLhdYr6SU6dBJOfh_IP_viPSviBMFFqVh7N2RyteYw==/n... 2/2
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8/20/25,12:15 PM ‘Welcome to D.C.’s FOIA Center | DC

Q FAQs ‘ © About DC FOIA ‘ S Open Data DC
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Welcome to D.C.'s FOIA Center .

Menu
Request Information and Option to Appeal
A Home
E’[ Submit a Records The details of your original request and the message history can be found
Request on this page. Appeal instructions can be found below the request details.
© Submita BWC
Footage Request View Message(s)
= My Records
Center Request Type:
@ Logout Body Worn Camera Footage Request
Contact E-Mail:
FAQs mkwrites4000@proton.me
See All FAQs Q Reference No:

DNANNTT77 N21097K

Powered by

GovQA

https://myfoiadc.govqa us/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(0d1txneahe3denSbadwetebd))/RequestEdit.aspx?sSessionID=6666185225:55528KLCHRYODCTFHIZLLPEWKQWBH. .. 177



8/20/25,12:15 PM

How long will it take
to process my FOIA
request?

How do | submit a
FOIA request?

What are the fees and
the billing process for
FOIA requests?

I'm having trouble
downloading a file.
How do | disable my
browser's pop-up
blocker?

‘Welcome to D.C.’s FOIA Center | DC

Balance Due:
$0.00

Payments:
$0.00

Use the form below to request Body Worn Camera (BWC) footage records
from DC Metropolitan Police Department (MPD). A photo ID of the subject
is required in order to process your request.

For police reports and other MPD records: Use the option to Submit a
General Records Request and select MPD as the FOIA Office.

For 911 audio records: Use the option to Submit a General Records
Request and select OUC as the FOIA Office.

Requester Category:
News Media

Date of occurrence:
3/17/2025
Footage is not available prior to July 2016.

Time of Occurrence:
5:30pm

Location:

2301 Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20037

Please be specific as possible by providing an exact address, parcel
number, or intersection, etc...

Central Complaint Number:
Limited to 8 numbers.

Involved Parties:

Employees at the United States Institute of Peace, Members of the
Department of Government Efficiency, MPD officers

Please provide the name of the involved parties and/or Officer name (if
applicable)

Describe the Record(s) Requested:

Hello- I'm a journalist writing about the Department of Government Efficiency
entering the US Institute of Peace's building on Monday. MPD was called by
the institute to intervene because of trespassing and arrived on the scene
shortly after. I'd like to view MPD's body cam footage of the incident.

Please be specific with your request to narrow our search and respond to
vou auickly and efficiently.
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GovQA

https://myfoiadc.govqa us/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(0d1txneahe3denSbadwetebd))/RequestEdit.aspx?sSessionID=6666185225:55528KLCHRYODCTFHIZLLPEWKQWBH. ..



8/20/25,12:15PM ‘Welcome to D.C.’s FOIA Center | DC

Please note not all public documents are available in electronic format. If
the document(s) requested are not available electronically, we will make
them available for inspection or by paper copy in accordance with the
District's public-records law.

TO REQUEST BWC RECORDS: Attach a copy of your photo ID. Attorneys
should attach a waiver from their client or client representation agreement
and a photo ID.

Fee Information:

There is no initial fee for submitting a FOIA request. However, a public body
may charge fees for searching, reviewing, and reproducing records. You
may include in your request a specific statement limiting the amount of
fees you are willing to pay. Please be aware you may have to pay search
and review fees even if the search does not locate any responsive records
or if records are located but are withheld as exempt.

Amount Willing to Pay ($):

Willing to Pay All Fees:
No

You may request a waiver or reduction of fees in your request. You must
include a statement describing how the request records will be used to
benefit the general public. Pursuant to DC Official Code 2-532(b), if the
public body determines that a waiver or fee reduction is in the public
interest, i.e. furnishing the records primarily benefits the general public, a
waiver or reduction may be granted.

If you are requesting a fee waiver please include a brief description below
of the reason for your request. If you have any documentation supporting
your request for the waiver, you can attach it below.

Fee Waiver Requested:
Yes

Fee Waiver Request Reason:
Media request

APPEAL INSTRUCTIONS: When a request for records has been
denied in whole or in part by an agency or the agency has failed
to respond, the requester may appeal the denial to the Mayor or
may seek immediate judicial review of the denial in the D.C.
Superior Court. To submit an appeal to the Mayor's Office of Legal
Counsel, click the Appeal button below.

Powered by

GovQA

https://myfoiade.govqa.us/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(0d1txneahe3denSbadwgtgbd))/RequestEdit.aspx?sSession[D=6666185225:55528KLCHRYODCTFHIZLLPEWKQWBH. ..



8/20/25,12:15PM ‘Welcome to D.C.’s FOIA Center | DC
1. A statement of the circumstances, reasons, or arguments
advanced in support of disclosure;
2. Copy of the original request, if any;
3. Copy of any written denial issued under 8 407.2; and
4. Daytime telephone number, email address or mailing
address for the requester.

You must include items 1-3 as a file attachment and include a
message with your contact information. Please refer to the FAQ
regarding the Appeals process for more details and full
instructions.

If you need to appeal a request more than once, please do not do
so through the customer portal. Reach out to MOLC directly via
email at foia.appeals@dc.gov, or via mail to Mayor’s Office of
Legal Counsel, FOIA Appeal, 1350 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite
407, Washington, DC 20004.

Appeal New Message X Return to List

Messages ° & Print Messages (PDF)

WV R&40n 3/19/2025 3:45:47 PM, My FOIA DC Records Center wrote:

CC: aaron.harden@dc.gov; brandynn.reaves@dc.gov;
Latrina.Crumlin2@dc.gov

Subject: [Records Center] Body Worn Camera Footage Request ::
B000777-031925

Body:

RE: Body Worn Camera Footage Request of March 19, 2025, Reference #
B000777-031925

Dear Marisa Kabas,

The District of Columbia received a public records request from you on
March 19, 2025. Your request mentioned:

Hello- I'm a journalist writing about the Department of
Government Efficiency entering the US Institute of Peace's
building on Monday. MPD was called by the institute to
intervene because of trespassing and arrived on the scene
shortly after. I'd like to view MPD's body cam footage of the
incident.

This e-mail is to notify you that the Specialist Assigned to your MPD
Request BO00777-031925 is: Aaron Harden

If voi1 have anv niiestions regarding volir reaiiest nlease contact vouir
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https://myfoiadc.govqa us/WEBAPP/_rs/(S(0d1txneahe3denSbadwetebd))/RequestEdit.aspx?sSessionID=6666185225:55528KLCHRYODCTFHIZLLPEWKQWBH. ..



8/20/25,12:15 PM ‘Welcome to D.C.’s FOIA Center | DC

contact them via e-mail. For ease of reference, we ask that you have
your FOIA Request Number available when contacting our office. Once
we receive the requested documents, please note the following
information below:

RESPONSE TIME

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-532(c), there is a 15-business day
statutory allotted time, subject to the possibility of a ten (10) business
day extension to respond to a request from its receipt date.

REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED SERVICE

Please be advised, there is no provision or authority under the District
of Columbia Freedom of Information Act law to provide expedited
service. Therefore, MPD will process your request pursuant to D.C.
Official Code 8§ 2-531 et seq.

For questions or additional information, please reply to this email.

Sincerely,

Aaron Harden
Metropolitan Police Department (FOIA Office)

WV B40n 3/19/2025 2:26:24 PM, My FOIA DC Records Center wrote:

Dear Marisa Kabas:

This email is to acknowledge receipt of your request for Body Worn
Camera footage records of District of Columbia. Your request was
received in this office on 3/19/2025 and given the reference number
B000777-031925 for tracking purposes.

REQUEST DETAILS

Records Requested: Hello- I'm a iournalist writing about the
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8/20/25,12:15 PM ‘Welcome to D.C.’s FOIA Center | DC

intervene because of trespassing and arrived on the scene shortly
after. I'd like to view MPD's body cam footage of the incident.

Date of Occurence: 03/17/2025
Time of Occurence: 5:30pm
Location: 2301 Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20037

Involved Parties: Employees at the United States Institute of Peace,
Members of the Department of Government Efficiency, MPD
officers

RESPONSE TIME

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code 8 2-532, for Body Worn Camera (BWC)
footage, there is a 25 business day response time with the
possibility of a 15 working day extension from the receipt of the
request to respond to the request.

REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED SERVICE

If you seek expedited service relating to your BWC request, please
be advised, there is no provision or authority under the District of
Columbia Freedom of Information Act to provide expedited service.
Therefore, your request will be processed in accordance with D.C.
Official Code 88 2-531 et seq.

You can monitor the progress of your request at the link below and
you'll receive an email when your request has been completed.
Again, thank you for using the DC FOIA Center.

District of Columbia
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To monitor the progress or update this request please log into
the DC FOIA Center

Powered by
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Track the issue status and respond at:

K 30m pfdid 08648 &i AN B AR/ i Ses KRRPS N FPAR. aspx?rid=59936

Request Created on Public Portal
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