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EXHIBIT 2

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division
REDACTED AND UNSEALED

IN THE MATTER OF SEARCHES No. 1:26sw54

RELATED TO HANNAH NATANSON

R

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION
UNDER RULE 41 FOR WARRANTS TO SEARCH AND SEIZE

I, Matthew T. Johnson, a Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”) Special Agent, being
first duly sworn, hereby depose and state as follows:

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”), a position I
have held since October 2004. As a Special Agent, I have received training at the FBI Academy
located in Quantico, Virginia, including training on investigative methods and training specific to
counterintelligence and espionage investigat?ons. I am currently assigned to a squad at the FBI
Washington Field Office, Counterintelligence Division, where [ primarily investigate
counterintelligence matters. As an FBI Special Agent, I have conducted or participated in witness
and subjeci interviews, physical surveillance, service of subpoenas, the execution of search and
arrest warrants, the seizure of evidence, including computer, electronic, and e-mail evidence, as
well as requested and reviewed pertinent records. Based on my experience and training, I am
familiar with the requirements for the handling of classified documents and information. I am also
familiar with the methods used by individuals engaged in the unlawful use or disclosure of

classified information.
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2. Under Rule 41 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, | make this affidavit in
support of applications for search warrants for the following locations and persons, all anticipated
to be located within the Eastern District of Virginia:

A I (N:t2nson
Residence™), further identified in Attachment A-1, with items to be seized
in Attachment B (collectively, the “Natanson Electronics”);

B. A maroon 2013 Ford Fusion with Virginia license plate | SN

(“Natanson Vehicle™); further identified in Attachment A-2, with items to
be seized in Attachment B; and

| The person of Hannah Natanson (“Natanson”) further identified in
Attachment A-3, with items to be seized in Attachment B.

3. The proposed search warrants seek authorization, pursuant to Rule 41(c), to
search the Natanson Residence, the Natanson Vehicle, and the person of Natanson for evidence
of violations of 18 U.S.C. § 793 (gathering, transmitting, or losing national defense information)
(the “Target Offense”) in the Natanson Electronics. Natanson is a reporter for the Washington
Post. The warrants seek authority to seize the Natanson Electronics because there is probable

M i

cause to believe the devices contain “evidence of a crime,” “contraband, fruits of crime, or other
items illegally possessed,” and “property . . . used in committing a crime.” Specifically, for the
reasons set forth below, there is probable cause to believe that the Natanson Electronics contain
classified national defense information that was unlawfully removed from secure U.S.
Government (“Government”) facilities and unlawfully transmitted to one or more individuals
who were not entitled to receive it.

4, On January 8, 2025, a United States Magistrate Judge in the District of Maryland
found probable cause that Aurelio Luis Perez-Lugones (“Perez-Lugones”) unlawfully retained

classified national defense information and issued a criminal complaint charging him with

violating 18 U.S.C. §793(e). The criminal complaint charging Perez-Lugones is attached hereto
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transmitted by Perez-Lugones, and additional data related to the transmission that may be stored

elsewhere within the Natanson Electronics or metadata (e.g., log files).

PROBABLE CAUSE TO SEARCH THE NATANSON RESIDENCE,
NATANSON VEHICLE, AND NATANSON’S PERSON

37 There is probable cause to believe that evidence, fruits, instrumentalities, or
contraband of the Target Offense will be found in the Natanson Electronics because Natanson
has been observed carrying a mobile phone during work hours. Further, Natanson appears to
have used an Apple iPhone associated with the phone number || Jlko receive classified
information and to communicate with individuals about the same using Signal or some other
mobile phone-based application. This is based not only on my training and experience, but also
on Natanson’s acknowledgement in the December 24, 2025, article that she uses Signal to
receive sensitive national security information, likely to include the classified information at
issue in this investigation. Signal is tied to a phone number, which further evinces that there is
probable cause to believe that Natanson’s Electronics will contain evidence of a crime,
contraband, and property used to commit a crime (i.e., the information transmitted by Perez-
Lugones and communications regarding the same). At approximately 8:40 a.m. yesterday
morning, the FBI observed Natanson using an Apple iPhone while walking from her residence to
the King Street Metro Station.

38. During the search of Perez-Lugones’s mobile phone on Jénuary 8, 2026, law
enforcement identified the above-described Signal chat between Perez-Lugones and Natanson.
Law enforcement further observed that messages in this chat were set to auto-delete after one

day.
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