
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF THE 39TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PENNSYLVANIA - FRANKLIN COUNTY BRANCH

OF

'OCT 26 2026
ATTEST: ATRUE CUP

IN RE: FRANKLIN COUNTY : Orphan's Court
CORONER'S OFFICE -

:

DEATH INVESTIGATION OF

Coroner's File No.: [Redacted]
(Exhibit A, filed under seal)

: No. 98-OC-2026

: Iile Bln
9) STourts

PETITION TO INTERVENE AND VACATE ORDER OF OCTOBER 19, 2026

AND NOW. comes The Philadelphia Inquirer ("Inquirer"), Proposed Intervenor, by and

through its undersigned attorney, and files this "Petition to Intervene and Vacate Order of

October 19, 2026" in the above-captioned matter. In support thereof, the Inquirer avers as

follows:

I. Parties

2.

1. Proposed Intervenor The Philadelphia Inquirer is the largest news media organization in

Pennsylvania. The Inquirer delivers Pulitzer Prize-winning news, sports, food, and

lifestyle journalism through multiple platforms, including Inquirer.com, Inquirer

newspaper, e-editions, apps, newsletters, social, video, podcasts, and live events. The

Inquirer's offices are located at 100 S. Independence Mall West, Suite 600, Philadelphia,
PA 19106.

Respondent Jordan F. Conner is the elected coroner serving Franklin County. His offices
are located at 679 Franklin Farm Lane, Chambersburg, PA 17202.
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EXHIBIT B 



HOME NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY CORONER REPORTS MEASLES-RELATED DEATH

Franklin County Coroner Reports Measles-Related Death
Coroner

October 12, 2026

CHAMBERSBURG, Pa. — On Saturday, October 10, 2026, the Franklin County Coroner’s Office investigated the death of a 39-year-old

female. She had several underlying conditions, including a past diagnosis of measles with treatment.

This is the first death in Franklin County in many years with a patient with a recent history of a measles diagnosis and meets the definition

set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Health for a measles-associated death.

To protect the privacy of the individual and their family, the Franklin County Coroner’s Office will not release any additional details that

could personally identify them. Our office is bound by laws that limit what can be shared publicly, and families deserve the dignity to mourn

in private.

We strongly encourage our medical community, first responders and the public to follow the precautions set forth by the PA Department of

Health and Center for Disease Control. Caution and vigilance are key to our success in the treatment of this disease and its after affects.

Any further questions, please call the Franklin County Coroner’s Office at 717-264-5225.
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EXHIBIT B 



Paula Knudsen Burke <pknudsen@rcfp.org>

Fwd: [EXTERNAL] RTK request for Franklin County coroner
1 message

Whelan, Aubrey <awhelan@inquirer.com> Fri, Oct 23, 2026 at 10:11 AM
To: Paula Knudsen Burke <pknudsen@rcfp.org>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jordan F. Conner <jfconner@franklincountypa.gov>
Date: Mon, Oct 12, 2026 at 1:47 PM
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RTK request for Franklin County coroner
To: Whelan, Aubrey <awhelan@inquirer.com>, Chad E. Starliper <cestarliper@franklincountypa.gov>

All News Media Outlets,

In hopes of clarification of some questions regarding our release this morning. First and foremost, our
office, like the PA Department of Health, kindly asks that the news media respect the privacy of our
decedent’s family and permit them privacy as they grieve.

To further clarify, the decedent’s primary cause of death was a probable acute cardiac event due to
possible complications of the measles. Per the direction of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, all
deaths are considered measles associated with clinically relevant symptoms within the last 30 days
prior to death. The decedent was not vaccinated.

This is the only decedent applicable to this criterion on record with the Franklin County Coroner’s
Office.

No further information is available at this time.

Regards,

Jordan F. Conner
Coroner
FRANKLIN COUNTY CORONER'S OFFICE
Office: 717-264-5225
Fax: 717-261-0829
Cell: 717-360-1899



From: Whelan, Aubrey <awhelan@inquirer.com>
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2026 10:57 AM
To: Chad E. Starliper <cestarliper@franklincountypa.gov>; Jordan F. Conner <jfconner@franklincountypa.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RTK request for Franklin County coroner
 

You don't often get email from awhelan@inquirer.com. Learn why this is important

Hello, 

Please find attached a Right-to-Know request for the coroner's office. 

Best,

--
Aubrey Whelan
Staff writer
The Philadelphia Inquirer
M: 215-495-5855
E:
awhelan@inquirer.com

Pronouns: she/her



EXHIBIT C 



---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Jordan F. Conner <jfconner@franklincountypa.gov> 
Date: Mon, Oct 19, 2026 at 6:31 PM 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RTK request for Franklin County coroner 
To: Whelan, Aubrey <awhelan@inquirer.com>, Chad E. Starliper 
<cestarliper@franklincountypa.gov> 
 

The Franklin County Coroner's Office received your request under Pennsylvania's Right-to-
Know Law (RTKL), 65 P.S. § 67.101 et seq., on October 12, 2026.  Your request is GRANTED 
IN PART and DENIED IN PART, as explained below. 
  
Information Released. The Office is releasing the following information about the 
Decedent: (include age, gender, date of death, and manner of death). 
  
Information Withheld. The Office is withholding the Decedent's name, residential address, 
and date of birth, and the name and address of her next of kin (the "Identifying 
Information"). This information is denied for the following reasons: 

1. On October 19, 2026, the Court of Common Pleas of the 39th Judicial District, 
Franklin County Branch, Orphans' Court Division, entered an Order that seals the 
Identifying Information.  Said Order is attached for your reference. 

2. The Order directs the Coroner to redact the Identifying Information from any record 
released under 16 P.S. § 1252-B, the RTKL, or otherwise. It also expressly provides 
that the Identifying Information is exempt from disclosure under that judicial order 
within the meaning of 65 P.S. § 67.102. 

3. Under 65 P.S. § 67.102, a record that is exempt from disclosure under a judicial 
order or decree is not a "public record." Under 65 P.S. § 67.305(a)(3), a record is not 
presumed public when it is exempt from disclosure under a judicial order or decree. 
The Office is therefore prohibited from releasing the Identifying Information. 

4. Where a record contains both public and non-public information, the Office has 
redacted the non-public information under 65 P.S. § 67.706. Each redaction is a 
denial of that portion of the record. 

  
Right to Appeal. If you wish to challenge this denial, you may file an appeal with the 
Pennsylvania Office of Open Records, 333 Market Street, 16th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-
2234, within fifteen (15) business days of the mailing date of this response, as provided by 
65 P.S. § 67.1101(a)(1). Your appeal must state the grounds on which you assert the 
records are public records and address the reasons given for this denial. It must include a 
copy of your original request and this response. Information on filing an appeal is available 
at www.openrecords.pa.gov.  
 
 
Regards, 
 



 
 
Jordan F. Conner 
Coroner 
FRANKLIN COUNTY CORONER'S OFFICE 
Office: 717-264-5225 
Fax: 717-261-0829 

 
 

From: Whelan, Aubrey <awhelan@inquirer.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2026 10:57 AM 
To: Chad E. Starliper <cestarliper@franklincountypa.gov>; Jordan F. Conner 
<jfconner@franklincountypa.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RTK request for Franklin County coroner 

  

Hello,  
 
Please find attached a Right-to-Know request for the coroner's office.  
 
Best, 
 
-- 

Aubrey Whelan 
Staff writer 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 
M: 215-495-5855 
E: awhelan@inquirer.com 

 
Pronouns: she/her 
 

 
 
 
 
-- 
 
Samantha Melamed 
Staff Writer   
The Philadelphia Inquirer 
267-858-0127 
smelamed@inquirer.com 
 

 You don't often get email from awhelan@inquirer.com. Learn why this is important  
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EXHIBIT E









































EXHIBIT F






























